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Advertiſement. 


E enſuing Volume, which compleats 


bbe Set, contains all ſuch Writings 


wm imputed to the Author, as relate to 


Ireland; whereof the Principal are 


and to theſe we have added Two, 
which were never printed before. They were procured 
from a Friend of the Author's in the Original Ma- 


nuſcript, as cve are aſſured, and have good Reaſon to 


believe; thoſe who are better Judges will ſoon de- 
termine, whether they are genuine or no. It is the 
Opinion of ſeveral wiſe Men, that the following Lei- 
ters, and the other Writings relating to our poor 
Country, may be very uſeful to Poſterity, by warn- 
ing them for the future to oppoſe the ſame, or the 
like evil Deſigns, however plauſible they may at firſt 
appear to unthinking People; or however artfully 
they may be repreſented, (like this deſtructive Pro- 
jelt of William Wood) by thoſe who were to di- 


vide the Spoil with that Impoſtor 3 or laſtly by pro- 


ſtitute Flatterers, who are ſure to find their private 
Account in the Ruin of the Kingdom; which Ruin 


would have certainly followed, if the Author, who 


ever he were, had not publiſhed his Letters in the 
| moſt proper Funtture, and fitted to all Sorts of Rea- 


called the DRapinnR's LETTERS, 


ders; whereby, in two or three Months, be turned 


the whole Nation, almoſt to a Man, againſt thas 
iniquitous Scheme. i | 


= 


\ 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
Perbaps the Reward which ibe Author met with, 

may appear extraordinary io thoſe who may come after 

us; and we 755 it will never be forgot. Upon the 

Publication of his fourth Letter, a Proclamation was 

i ued out by the Lord Lieutenant and Council, pro- 

miſing 3001. as a Reward, Io any Perſon who "ſhould 


diſcover the Author of that Letter: But be was 


then become too popular to be betrayed ; and beſides, 
oe are informed, it never lay in the Power of the 
Printer to diſcover bim; for the Copies were always 
ſent to the Preſs by ſome obſcure Meſſenger, who ne- 
ver knew the Deliverer, but gave them in at a Nin - 
dow, as the Author himſelf obſerves, in a Letter to 
Haxzvpine the Printer. His Amanuenſis was the 
any Perſon truſted ; to whom about two. Years after, 
be beſtowed an Employment of 40 1. a. Tear, 45 @ 
Reward for his Fidelity. | 
But, leſt the Parliculars of this pernicious Project 
may be forgot, we think it proper to give a ſhort Ac- 
count how it took its Riſe. 

About the Year 1722, under the Government of 
Charles Duke of Grafton, one William Wood, a 
Hard-ware-man from London, and @ Bankrupt, by, 
applying bimſelf to ſome in Power, and alledging the. 
great Want of- Copper-Money in Ireland, procured, 
by very indirect Means, a Patent for coining 108,0001. 
10 paſs as current Money in this Kingdom. It was. 
ſeon diſcovered by the Author to be a vile Jobb from 
the Beginning to the End; and that the chief Pro- 
curers of bis Patent, were to be Sharers in the Pra- 
fits. Thoſe Politicians here, who outwardly favour- 
ed the Project againſt. their Conſciences, (if they had 
any) called every Oppoſition io this Patent, by the 
Name of flying in the King's Face, 

This is enough for the Information of future Rea- 
ders, becauſe the Author in the Courſe of bis — 
gives full Satis anon upon all Particulars neceſſar 
10 be known. 1 GN 4 1 H E 
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Publiſher's ADVERTISEMENT 


10 RS 


READER. 


N the Second Volume of Dr. 
SBUX8| Swift's and Mr. Pope's Mil- 
cellanies, I found the follow- 
ing Treatiſe, which had been 
printed in London, with ſome 
1 other of the Dean's Works 
many Years before, but at firſt came out by 
it ſelf in the Year 1708, as the Date ſhews : 
And it was at a Juncture, when the Diſſen- 
ters were endeavouring to repeal the Sa cRA- 
INENTAL TEST, as by common Fame, and 

Jon Pamphlets publiſhed to the ſame Pur- 
: | B 2 poſe, 


(2. 
poſe, they ſeem to be now again attempting, 
with great hope of Succeſs. I have, there- 
fore, taken the Liberty to make an Extract 
out of that Diſcourſe, omitting only ſome 
Paſſages, which relate to certain Perſons, and 
are of no Conſequence to the Argument. But 
the Author's Way of Reaſoning ſeems at pre- 
ſent to have more Weight, than it had in 
thoſe Times, when the Diſcourſe firſt appeared. 


THE Author, in this LETTER, perſo- 
nates a Member of Parliament here, to a 
Member of Parliament in England. 3 ] 


THE Speaker mentioned in this LETTER 
was Allen Broderick, afterwards Chancellor 
and Lord Mzddleton ; and the Prelate was 

Dr, Lindſay, afterwards Lord Primate. | 
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= OF THE 
Houſe of Commons 
1 = OF 
q'REL 4NK ee. 


SIR, 


Received your Letter, wherein you 
tell me of the ſtrange Repreſentations 
made of us on your Si de of the Wa- 
ter. The Inſtance you are pleaſed to 
mention, is that of the Presbyterian 
e Miſſionary, who, according to your 
Phraſe, hath been lately perſecuted in Drogheda for his 
Religion; but it is eaſy to obſerve, how mighty in- 
duſtrious ſome People have been for three or four 
Tears paſt, to hand W of the Hardſhips, 
3 the 


or 
as 


TO et ADS es 
a 2 


6 


* 
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1 A LETTER from a 


the Merits, the Number, and the Power of the 
Presbyterians in Ireland, to raiſe formidable Ideas 
of the Dangers of Popery there, and to. tranſmit 
all for England, improved by great Additions, 
and with ſpecial Care to have them inſerted, with 
Comments, in thoſe infamous weekly Papers that 
infeſt your Coffee-Houſes. So, when the Clauſe 
enacting a Sacramental Teſt was put in Execution, 
it was given out in England, that half the Juſti- 
ces of Peace through this Kingdom had laid down 
their Commiſſions ; whereas, upon Examination, 
the whole Number was found to amount only to a 
Dozen or Thirteen, and thoſe generally of the low- 
eſt Rate in Fortune and Underſtanding, and ſome 


of them ſuperannuated. So, when the Earl of 


Pembroke was in Ireland, and the Parliament ſitting, 
a formal Story was very gravely carried to his Ex- 
cellency by ſome zealous Members, of a Prieſt 
newly arrived, from abroad, to the North-Weſt 
Parts of Ireland, who had publickly preached to his 
People to tall a murthering the Proteſtants ; which 
Abuſe, although invented to ſerve an End they 
were then upon, and are ſtill driving at, was pre- 
{ently handed over, and printed with ſhrewd Re- 
marks by your worthy Scriblers. In like Manner, 
the Account of that Perfon, who was lately expel- 


led our Univerſity for reflecting on the Memory of 


King William, what a Duſt it raiſed, and how foul- 
ly it was related, is freſh enough in Memory. 
Neither would People be convinced, till the Uni- 


verſity was at the Pains of publiſhing a Latin Pa- 3 


per to juftify themſelves. And to mention no 
more, this Story of the Perſecution at Drogheda, 


how it hath been ſpread and aggravated, what Con- 


ſequences drawn from it, and what Reproaches 
fixed on thoſe who have leaſt deſerved them, we 


. 

7 
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* 
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Member of Parliament, &c. 3 


are already informed. Now, if the End of all 
this Proceeding were a Secret and Myſtery I 
ſhould not pretend to give it an Interpretation. 
But ſufficient care hath been taken to explain it. 
Firſt, by Addreſſes artificially, (if not illegally) 
procured, to ſhew the miſerable State of the Diſ- 
ſenters in Ireland, by reaſon of the Sacramental 
Te, and to defire the Queen's Interceſſion that 1t 
might be repealed. Then it is manifeſt, that our 
* Speaker, when he was laſt Year in England, ſol- 
licited in Perſon, ſeveral Members of both Houſes, 
to have it repealed by an Act there, although it 
be a Matter purely National, that cannot poſlibly 
interfere with the Trade and Intereſt of England, 
and although he himſelf appeared formerly the 
moſt zealous of all Men againſt the Injuſtice of 
binding a Nation by Laws, to which they do not 
conſent. And, Laſtly, thoſe weekly Libellers, 
whenever they get a Tale by the End relating to 
Ireland, without once troubling their Thoughts a- 
bout the Truth, always end it with an Applica- 
tion againſt the Sacramental Teſt, and, the abſolute 
Neceſſity there is of repealing it in both Kingdoms. 
{ know it may be reckoned a Weakneſs to fay 
iny Thing of ſuch Trifles as are below a ſerious . 
Man's Notice: Much leſs would I diſparage the 
Underſtanding of any Party, to think they would 
chooſe the Vileit and moſt Ignorant among Man- 


kind, to employ them for Aſſerters of a Cauſe. I 


ſhall only ſay, that the ſcandalous Liberty thoſe 
Wretches take, would hardly be allowed, if it were 
not mingled with Opinions, that ſome Men would 
be glad to advance. Belides, how inſipid ſoever 
thoſe Papers are, they ſeem to be levelled to the 

B 4 Under- 


t 


— 


* Mr. Broderich, aſterwards Chance lor. 


— 


Ty A LzeTTER from, a 
Underſtandings of a great Number. They are 


own a neceſſary Part in Coffee- houſe Furniture, 
and ſome Time or other happen to be read by 
Cuſtomers of all Ranks, for Curioſity or Amuſe- 
ment ; becauſe they lie always in the Way. One 
of theſe Authors (the Fellow that was * pilloryed, I 
have forgot his Name) is indeed ſo grave, ſententi- 
ous, dogmatical a Rogue, that there is no endurin 
him ; the Obſervator 1s much the brisker of the 
two ; and, I think, farther gone of late in Lies 
and Impudence than his Presbyterian Brother. 

I now come to anſwer the other Part of your 
Letter, and ſhall give you my Opinion freely a- 
bout repealing the Sacramental Teſt ; only, whereas 
you deſire my Thoughts as a Friend, and not as I 
am a Member of Parliament, I muſt aſſure you, 
they are exactly the ſame in both Capacities. 


I MusT begin by telling you, we are generally 


ſurprized at your wonderful Kindneſs to us on this 


Occaſion, in being ſo very induſtrious to teach us 
to ſee our Intereſts, in a Point where we are ſo un- 
able to ſee it ourſelves. This hath given us ſome 


Suſpicion ; and although, in my own Particular, 
am hugely bent to believe, that whenever you con- 


cern your ſelves in our Affairs, it is certainly for 
our Good; yet I have the Misfortune to be ſome- 
thing ſingular in this Belief, and therefore I never 
attempted to juſtify it, but content myſelf to poſſeſs 
my own Opinion in private, for fear of encountrin 
Men of more Wit, and Words than I have to ſpare. 
WE at this Diſtance, who ſee nothing of the 
Spring of Actions, are forced, by mere Conjecture, 
ro aſſign two Reaſons for your deſiring us to repeal 
the Sacramental Teſt, One is, becauſe you are ſaid 


to 


he ned 


Daniel Defoe. | 


\ 


Member of Parliament, 8c. 5 


to imagine, it will be a Step towards the like good 
Work in England: The other more immediate, 
that it will open a Way for rewarding /everal 
Perſons, who have well deſerved upon a great Oc- 
caſion, but who are now unqualified through that 
Impediment. | L 

I po not frequently quote Poets, eſpecially Eng- 
Iiſb, but I remember there is in ſome of Mr. Cowley's 
Love Verſes, a Strain that I thought extraordinary 
at Fifteen, and have often ſince imagined it to be 
ſpoken by Ireland. 


Forbid it Heaven my Life ſhould be 
Weigh'd with her leaſt Conveniency. 


In ſhort, whatever Advantage you propoſe to 
your ſelves by repealing the Sacramental Teſt, ſpeak 
it out plainly, it is the beſt Argument you can uſe, 
for we value your Intereſt much more than our 
own. If your little Finger be ſore, and you think 
a Poultice made of our Vitals will give it any Eaſe, 
{peak the Word, and it ſhall be done ; the Intereſt 
of our whole Kingdom 1s, at any Time, ready to 
ſtrike to that of your pooreſt Fiſhing-Towns ; it is 
hard you will not accept our Services, unleſs we 
believe, at the ſame Time, that you are only con- 
ſulting our Profit, and giving us Marks of your 
Love. If there be a Fire at ſome Diſtance, and I 
immediately blow up my Houſe before there be Oc- 
caſion, becauſe you are a Man of Quality, and 
apprehend ſome Danger to a Corner of your Sta- 
ble; yet why ſhould you require me to attend next 


Morning at your Levee, with my humble Thanks 


for the Favour you have done me ? 


Is we might be allowed to judge for our ſelves, 


we had abundance of Benefit by the Sacramental 


Teſt, and foreſee a Number of Miſchiefs would - 
Fe | * 


6 A LETTER from a 9 
be the Conſequence of repealing it, and we con- 
ceive the Objections made againſt it by the Difſen- 
ters, are of no manner of Force : They tell us of 
their Merits in the late War in Ireland, and har 
chearfully they engaged for the Safety of the Na- 
tion; that if they had thought they were fighting 
only other Peoples Quarrels, perhaps it might have 
cooled their Zeal; and that, for the future, they y- 
ſhall fit down quietly, and let us do our Work 
our ſelves: Nay, that it is neceſſary they ſhould do 
ſo, ſince they cannot take up Arms under the 
Penalty of High Treaſon, _ 
Now, ſuppoſing them to have done their Du- 3 
ty, as I believe they did, and not to trouble 
them about the Fly on the Wheel ; I thought Li- 
berty, Property, and Religion had been the three 
Subjects of the Quarrel : And have not all thoſe 
been amply ſecured to them ? Had they, at that 
Time, a mental Reſervation for Power and Em- 

\ ployments ? And muſt theſe two Articles be added 
henceforward in our National Quarrels ? It is grown 

a mighty Conceit among ſome Men, to melt 
down the Phraſe of a Church eſtabliſhed by Law, 
into that of the Religion of the Magiſtrate ; of which 
Appellation it is eaſier to find the Reaſon than 
the Senſe : If by the Magiſtrate they mean the 
Prince, the eſtabliſhed Church was the ſame it is 
now: If, by the fame Word they mean the Le- 
giſlature, we deſire no more. Be that as it will, 
we of this Kingdom believe the Church of Jre- 
land to be the National Church, and the only one 
eſtabliſhed by Law ; and are willing, by the ſame 
Law, to give a Toleration to Diſſenters. But, it 
once we repeal our Sacramental Teſt, and grant a 
Toleration, or ſuſpend the Execution of the Penal 


Laws, I do not ſee how we can be ſaid to have 
any 


1 Member of Parliament. 7 
any Eſtabliſhed Church remaining; or rather, why 
F xn © will not be as many Eſtabliſhed Churches as 
there are Sects of Diſſenters. No, ſay they, yours 
> will ftill be the National Church, becauſe your 
> Biſhops and Clergy are maintained by the Pub- 
lick; but That, I ſuppoſe, will be of no long Du- 
7 ration, and it would be very unjuſt it ſhould; 

becauſe, to ſpeak in TindaPs Phraſe, it is not rea- 
ſonable that Revenues ſhould be annexed to one 
Opinion more than another, when all are equal- 
ly lawful ; and it is the fame Author's Maxim, 
That no free-born Subject ought to pay for main- 
taining Speculations he doth not believe. But 
why ſhould any Man, upon Account of Opinions be 
cannot help, be deprived of the Opportunity of ſerv- 
ing his Queen and Country? Their Zeal is commen- 
dable, and when Employments go a begging for 
want. of Hands, they ſhall be ſure to have the Re- 
fuſal ; only upon Condition, that they will not 
pretend to them upon Maxims, which equally in- 
clude Atheiſts, Turks, Fews, Infidels and Hereticks ; 
or which 1s ſtill more dangerous, even Papiſts 
themſelves ; the former you allow, the other you 
deny, becauſe theſe laſt own a foreign Power, and 
therefore muſt be ſhut out. But there is no great 
Weight in this; for their Religion can ſuit with 
free States, with limited or abſolute Monarchies, 
as well as a better; and the Pope's Power in France 
is but a Shadow; ſo, that, upon this Foot, there 
need be no great Danger to the Conſtitution, by 
admitting Papiſts to Employments, I will help 
you to enough of them, who ſhall be as ready to 
allow the Pope as little Power here as you pleaſe ; 

and the bare Opinion of his being Vicar of Chriſt, 

is but a ſpeculative Point, for which no Man, it 


ſeems, 
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ſeems, ought to be deprived of the Capacity of 


ſerving his Country. 

Bur, if you pleaſe, I will tell you the great 
Objection we have againſt repealing this ſame Sa- 
cramental Teſt. It is, that we are verily perſuaded 
the Conſequence will be an entire Alteration of 
Religion among us, in a no great Compaſs of Years. 
And, pray obſerve, how we reaſon here in Ireland 
upon this Matter, 

Wx obſerve the Scots, in our Northern Parts, 
to be an induſtrious People, extremely devoted to 
their Religion, and full of an undiſturbed A ffecti- 
on rowards each other. Numbers of that noble 
Nation, invited by the Fertilities of the Soil, are 
glad toexchange their barren Hills of Loughabar by 
a Voyage of three Hours, for our fruitful Vales of 
Down and Antrim, ſo productive of that Grain, 
which, at little Trouble, and leſs Expence, finds 
Diet and Lodging for themſelves and their Cattle. 
Theſe People by their extream Parſimony, won- 
derful Dexterity in Dealing, and firm Adherence to 
one another, ſoon grow into Wealth from the /mal- 
left Beginnings, never are rooted out where they once 
fix, and increaſe daily by new Supplies. Beſides, 
when they are the ſuperior Number in any Tract 
of Ground, they are not over patient of Mixture; 
but ſuch, whom they cannot af/imzlate, ſoon find 
it their Intereſt to remove. I have done all in my 


Power, on ſome Land of my own, to preſerve 


two or three Engliſh Fellows in their Neighbour- 
hood, but found it impoſſible, although one of 
them thought he had ſufficiently made his Court by 
turning Presbyterian. Add to all this, that they 
bring along with them from Scotland, a moſt formi- 
dable Notion of our Church, which they look upon, 
at leaſt, three Degrees worſe than "wy and it 
is 


EF; 
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Member of Parliament, &c. 9 
is natural it ſhould be ſo, ſince they come over full 


' fraught with that Spirit which taught them to abo- 
- liſh Epiſcopacy at home. | 


TEN we proceed farther, and obſerve, that 
the Gentlemen of Employments here, make a very 
conſiderable Number in the Houſe of Commons, 
and have no other Merit but that of doing their 
Duty in their ſeveral Stations; therefore, when 
the Teſt is repealed, it will be highly reaſonable 
they ſhould give place to thoſe who have much 
greater Services to plead. The Commiſſions of the 
Revenue are ſoon diſpoſed of, and the Collectors 
and other Officers throughout the Kingdom, are 
generally appointed by the Commiſſioners which 
give them a mighty Influence in every County. As 
much may be faid of the great Offices in the Law ; 
and when this Door is open to let Diſſenters in- 
to the Commiſſions of the Peace, to make them 
High-Sheriffs, Mayors of Corporations and Offi- 


cers of the Army and Militia ; I do not fee how 


it can be otherwiſe, conſidering their Induſtry and 
our Stupidneſs, but that they may in a very few 
Years grow to a Majority in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and conſequently make themſelves the Na- 
tional Religion, and have a fair Pretence to de- 
mand the Revenues of the Church for their Teach- 
ers. I know it will be objected, that if all this 
ſhould happen as I deſcribe, yet the Presbyterian 
Religion could never be made the National by 
Act of Parliament, becauſe our Biſhops are ſo 
great a Number in the Houſe of Lords; and 
without a Majority there, the Church could not 
be aboliſhed. But I have 20 very good Expedi- 
ents for that, which I ſhall leave you to guels, 
and, I dare ſwear, our Speaker here hath often 


thought on, eſpecially having endeavoured at one of 


them 
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them ſo lately. That this Deſign is not ſo foreign 
from ſome Peoples Thoughts, I "mult let you know 


what an honeſt * Bell Weather of our Houſe (you 


have him now in England, I wiſh you could keep 
him there) had the Impudence, ſome Years ago, 
in Parliament-Time, to ſhake my Lord Biſhop 
of K:llaloo by his Lawn Sleeve, and tell him in a 
threatning Manner, That he hoped to live to ſee the 
Day, when there ſhould not be one of his Order in the 
Kingdom. 

TE ESE laſt Lines, perhaps, you think a Di- 
greſſion; therefore to return, I have told you 
the Conſequences we fully reckon upon, from re- 
pealing the Sacramental Teft, which although the 


. greateſt Number of ſuch as are for doing it, are 
actually in no manner of Pain about, and many 
of them care not three Pence whether there be any 


Church or no; yet, becauſe they pretend to argue 
from Conſcience as well as Policy and Intereſt, I 
thought it proper to underſtand and anſwer chem 
accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in Anſwer to your Queſtion, Whe- 
ther if any Attempt ſhould be made here for re- 


pealing the Sacramental Teſt, it would be likely to 


ſucceed ? The Number of profeſt Diſſenters in this 


Parliament, was, I remember, ſomething under a 


Dozen, and I cannot call to mind above Thirty 
others who were expected to fall in with them. 
This is certain, that the Presbyterian Party hav- 
ing with great Induſtry muſtered up. their Forces, 
did endeavour one Day, upon Occaſion of a Hint 
in my Lord Pembroke's Speech, to introduce a De- 
bate about repealing the Teſt Clauſe, when there ap- 
peared, at leaſt four to one Odds againſt _— 
an 
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and the ableſt of thoſe, who were reckoned the 
moſt ſtanch and thorough-paced Yes upon all o- 
ther Occaſions, fell off with an Abhorrence at 
the Mention of this. 

Mus deſire you to take Notice, that the 
Terms of JY/hig and Tory, do not properly expreſs 
the different Intereſts in our Parliament. 

WHOEVER bears a True Veneration for the 
Glorious Memory of King William, as our great 


* 


Deliverer from Popery and Slavery; whoever is 


firmly loyal to our preſent Queen, with an utter 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation of the Pretender; who- 
ever approves the Succeſſion to the Crown in the 
Houſe of Hanover, and is for preſerving the Doc- 
trine and Diſcipline of the Church of England, 
with an Indulgence for ſcrupulous Conſciences; ſuch 
a Man, we think, acts upon right Principles, and 
may be juſtly allowed a Yhig ; and, I believe, there 
are not ſix Members in our Houſe of Commons, 
who may not fairly come under this Deſcripti- 
on. So, that the Parties among us are made up, 
on one Side, of moderate Whigs, and, on the other, 
of Presbyterians and their Abettors ; by which laſt 
I mean, ſuch who can equally go to a Church, 
or a Conventicle ; or ſuch who are indifferent to 
all Religion in general; or, laſtly, ſuch who af- 
fect to bear a perſonal Rancor towards the Cler- 
gy. Theſe laſt are a ſet of Men not of our own 
Growth ; their Principles, at leaſt, have been im- 
Ported of late Years ; yet this whole Party, put 


together, will not, J am confident, amount to a- 


bove fifty Men in Parliament, which can hardly 
be worked up into a Majority of three Hundred. 


As 


. 
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As to the Houſe of Lords, the Difficulty there 

is conceived, at leaſt, as great as in ours. So ma- 
ny of our [Temporal Peers live in England, that the 
Biſhops pre generally pretty near a Par of the 
Houſe, and we reckon * they will be all to a 
Man againſt repealing the 7%; and yet their Lord- 7 , 
ſhips are generally thought as good FY/higs upon our 
Principles as any in the Kingdom. There are, , 
indeed, a few Lay Lords, who appear to have no 
reat Devotion for Epiſcopacy; and perhaps one or a 
two more, with whom certain powerful Motives [ 
\ 

c 
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might be uſed for removing any Difficulty whatſo- 
ever; but theſe are in no ſort of a Number to car- 
ry any Point againſt a Conjunction of the rei, with 7 
the whole Bench of Biſhops. 2 
BEs ID ES, the intire Body of our Clergy is ut- Þ 
terly againſt repealing the Teſt, although they t 
are entirely devoted to her Majeſty, and hardly t 
One in a Hundred who are not very good Whigs, 1 
in our acceptation of the Word. And I muſt 
let you know, that we of Ireland, are not yet t 
come up to other Folks Refinement : For we gene- p 
rally love and eſteem our Clergy, and think they u 
deſerve it; nay, we are apt to lay ſome Weight b 
upon their Opinions, and would not willingly _? 
diſoblige them, at leaſt, unleſs it were upon ſome 
greater Point of Intereſt than this. And their Tg 
Judgment in the preſent Affair, is the more to 
be regarded, becauſe they are the laſt Perſons ir 
who will be affected by it: This makes us think u 
them impartial, and that their Concern is only #Fy 
for Religion and the Intereſt of the Kingdom. y 
Becauſe, the Act which repeals the Teſt, will on- 0 
ly Jr 
nmr — 
N. B. Things are quite altered in that Bench, fince this Dif” P. 


courſe was written, 
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Member of Parliament, 8c. 13 
ly qualify a Layman for an Employment, but not a 
Pre byterian or Ahabaptiſt Preacher for a Church- 
Living. Now I muſt take leave to inform you, 
that ſeveral Members of our Houſe;. and myſelf, 


among the reſt, knowing ſome time ago, what 
Vas upon the Anvil, went to all the Clergy, we 


knew of any Diſtinction, and deſired their Judg- 
ment in the Matter, wherein he found a moſt won- 


derful Agreement, there being but one Divine, that 
we could hear of, in the whole Kingdom, who ap- 


peared of a contrary Sentiment; wherein he after- 


wards ſtood alone in the Convocation, very little 


to his Credit, although, as he hoped, very much to 
his Inter t. | 


I wiLL now confider, a little, the Arguments 


1 offered to ſnew the Advantages, or rather Neceſſi- 
ty of repealing the Te in Ireland. We are told, 
the Popiſb Intereſt is here ſo formidable, that all 


Hands ſhould be joined to keep it under; that the 


only Names of Diſtinctions among us, ought to be 
thoſe of Proteſtans and Papiſt ; and that this Ex- 
2 pedient is the only Means to unite all Proteſtants 
upon one common Bottom. All which is nothing. 
but Miſrepreſentation and Miſtake. | 


Ir we were under any real Fear of the Papiſts in 


this Kingdom, it would be hard to think us fo 


2 ſtupid, as not to be equally apprehenſive with others, 
fince we are likely to be the greateſt, and more 
immediate Sufferers ; but on the contrary, we look 
upon them to be altogether as inconſiderable as the 
VWomen and Children. Their Lands are almoſt entire- 
ly taken from them, and they are rendered uncapable 
Jof purchaſing any more; and for the little that re- 
mains, - Proviſion is made by the late Act againſt 
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1 Popery, and that it will daily crumble away: To 
prevent which, ſome of the moſt conſiderable a- 
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mong them are already turned Proteſtants, and ſo, 
in all Probability, will many more. Then, the 
Popiſh Prieſts are all regiſtered, and without Per- 


miſſion (which, I hope, will not be granted) they 


can have no Succeſſors; ſo that the Proteſtant Cler- 
gy will find it, perhaps, no difficult Matter to bring 
great Numbers over to the Church; and, in the 
mean Time, the common People without Leaders, 
without Diſcipline, or natural Courage, being little 
better than Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water, 
are out of all Capacity of doing any Miſchief, if 
they were ever ſo well inclined. Neither are they, 
at all, likely to join in any conſiderable Numbers 
with an Invader, having found ſo ill Succeſs 
when they were much more numerous and power- 
ful; when they had a Prince of their.own Religion 
to head them, had been trained for ſome Years un- 
der a Popiſh Deputy, and received ſuch mighty Aids 
from the French King. 
As to that Argument uſed for repealing the Teſt ; 
that it will unite all Proteſtants againſt the common 


Enemy; I wonder by what Figure thoſe Gentlemen 
ſpeak, who are pleaſed to advance it: Suppoſe, in 


order to encreaſe the Friendſhip between you and 
me, -a Law ſhould paſs, that I muſt have halt your 
Eſtate ; do you think that would much advance 


the Union between us; Or, ſuppoſe I ſhare my For- 


tune equally between my own Children and a Stran- 
ger, whom I take into my Protection; will that be 
a Method to unite them? It is an odd Way of uni- 


ting Parties, to deprive a Majority of Part of their 
ancient Right, by conferring it on a Faction wo 


had never any Right at all, and therefore cannot 
be ſaid to ſuffer any Loſs or Injury, if it be refuſed 
them, Neither is it very clear, how far ſome 


People may ſtretch the Term of common Enemy: 
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How many are there of thoſe that call themſelves 


Proteſtants, who look upon our Worſhip to be 
jdolatrous, as well as that of the Papiſts, and with 
oreat Charity put Prelacy and Popery together, as 
Terms convertible ? | 
AND, therefore, there is one ſmall Doubt I 
would be willingly ſatisfied in, before I agree to 
the repealing of the Teſt; that is, whether theſe 
ſame Proteſtants, when they have, by their Dexte- 
rity, made themſelves the National Religion, and 
diſpoſed the Church Revenues among their Paſ- 
tors or Themſelves, will be ſo kind to allow us Dif- 


enters, I do not ſay a Share in Employments, but 


a bare Toleration by Law. The Reaſon of my 
Doubt is, becauſe I have been ſo very idle as to 
read above fifty Pamphlets, written by as many 
Presbyterian Divines, loudly diſclaiming this Idol 
Toleration; ſome of them calling it (I know not 


j | how properly) a Rag of Popery, and all agreeing, 


it was to eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Lau. Now I would 
be glad to know, when and where their Succeſſors 
have renounced this Doctrine, and before what 
Witneſſes, Becauſe, methinks, I ſhould be loth to 
ſee my poor titular Biſhop in partibus, ſeized on by 
Miſtake in the Dark for a Jeſuit, or be forced myſelf 
to keep a Chaplain diſguiſed like my Butler, and 
ſteal to Prayers in a back Room as my Grandfa- 


ther uſed in thoſe Times when the Church of Eug- 
land was malignant. | 


Bur this is ripping up old Quarrels long forgot: 
Popery 1s now the common Enemy, againſt which 
we muſt all unite : I have been tired in Hiſtory 
with the perpetual Folly of thoſe States, who cal- 
led in Foreigners to aſſiſt them againſt a common 


Enemy : But the Miſchief was, theſe Allies would 
never be brought to allow that the common Enemy 
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was quite ſubdued : And they had Reaſon ; for it 
| d at laſt, that one Part of the common Enemy 

was thoſe who called them in; and ſo the Allies 
became at length the Maſters. | 

IT is agreed, among, Naturaliſts, that a Lyon 
is a larger, a ſtronger, and a more dangerous Ene- 
my than a Cat; yet if a Man were to have his 
Choice, either a Lyon at his Foot bound faſt with 
three or four Chains, his Teeth drawn out, and his 
Claws pared to the Quick, or an angry Cat at full 
Liberty at his Throat; he would take no long time 
to determine. 

I nave been deten admiring the . 
ful Significancy of that Word Perſecution, and what 
various Interpretations it hath acquired even within 
my Memory. When I was a Boy, I often heard the 
Presbyterians complain, that they were not permit- 
ted to ſerve God in their own Way; they ſaid, 
they did not repine at our Employments, but thought, 
that all Men, who live peaceably, ought to have 
Liberty of Conſcience, and Leave to aſſemble. 
That Impediment being removed at the Revoluti- 
on, they ſoon learned to ſwallow the Sacramental 
Teſt, and began to take very large Steps, wherein 


all who offered to oppoſe them were called Men. 4 


of a perſecuting Spirit. During the Time the Bill 
againſt Occaſional] Conformity was on Foot, Per- 
ſecution was every Day rung in our Ears, and now 
at laſt the Sacramental Teſt itſelf has the ſame Name. 
Where then is this Matter likely to end, when the 
obtaining of one Requeſt is only uſed as a Step to 
demand another? A Lover is ever complaining of 
Cruelty, while any thing is denied him; and when the 
Lady ceaſeth to be cruel, ſhe is from the next Mo- 
ment at his Ney: S0 Perjeeutio, it _— is every 

1 Thing 


3 perſecute others. 


| all Men to live like Chriſtians (eſpecially t 
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Thing that will not leave it in Men's Power to 
THERE 1s one Argument offered againſt a Sa- 
cramental Teſt, by a Sort of Men who are content to 
be ſtiled of the Church of Exgiand, who perhaps, 
attend its Service in the Morning, and go with their 
Wives to a Conventicle in the Afternoon, confeſſing 


3 they hear very good Doctrine in both. Theſe Men 


are much offended, that fo holy an Inftitution as 
that of the Lord's Supper, ſhould be made ſubſer- 
vient to ſuch mercenary Purpoſes, as the getting of 


q an Employment. Now, it ſeems, the Law con- 
3 cluding all Men to be Members of that Church 


where they receive the Sacrament ; and ſuppoſing 
ole who 
are to have Employments) did imagine they re- 
ceived the Sacrament, in Courſe about four Times 
a Year, and therefore only deſired it might appear 
by Certificate to the Publick, that ſuch who took 


an Office were Members of the Church eſtabliſhed, 


by doing their ordinary Duty. However, left we 


1 | ſhould offend them, we have often deſired they would 


deal candidly with us; for if the Matter ſtuck only 
there, we would propoſe it in Parliament, that eve- 
ry Man who takes an Employment, ſhould, inſtead 
of receiving the Sacrament, be abliged to ſwear, 
that he is a Member of the Church af Ireland by 
Law eſtabliſhed, with Epiſcopacy, and fo forth; and 
as they do now in ee to be true ta the Kirk. But 
when we drive them thus far, they always retire to 
the main Body of the Argument, urge the Hard- 
ſhip that Men ſhould be deprived the Liberty of 
ſerving their Queen and Country, on Account of their 
Conſcience : And, in ſhort, have recourſe to the 


common Stile of their half Brethren. Now, whe- 


C 3 ther 


18 JLITTER from a 
ther this be a ſincere Way of arguing, I will appeal 
to any other Judgment but theirs. 
THERE is another Topick of Clamour ſome- 
what parallel for the foregoing ; it ſeems, by the 
Teſt Clauſe, the Military Officers are obliged to 
receive the Sacrament. as well as the Civil. And it 
is a Matter of ſome Patience, to hear the D:ſſenters 
declaiming upon this Occaſion: They cry they are 
diſarmed, they are uſed like Papiſts ; when an E- 
nemy appears at Home, or from Abroad, they 
muſt fit ſtill, and ſee their Throats cut, or be hang- 
ed for high Treaſon if they offer to defend them- 
ſelves. Miſerable Condition! Woeful Dilemma! 
It is happy for us all, that the Pretender was not 
apprized of this Paſſive Presbyterian Principle, elſe 
he would have infallibly landed in our Northern 
Parts, and found them all fat down in their For- 
malities, as the Gauls did the Roman Senators ready 
to die with Honour in their Callings. Sometimes, 
to appeaſe their Indignation, we venture to give 
them Hopes, that in ſuch a Caſe, the Government 
will perhaps connive, and hardly be ſo ſevere to 
hang them for defending it againſt the Letter of 
the Law; to which they readily anſwer, that they 
will not lie at our Mercy, but let us fight our Bat- 
tles ourſelves. Sometimes we offer to get an Act, 
by which, upon all Popiſb Inſurrections at Home, 
or Popiſb Invaſions from A broad, the Government 


ſhall be impowered to grant Commiſſions to all Pro- 3 


teftants whatſoever, ' without that per/ecuting Cir- 
cumſtance of obliging them to /ay their Prayers 
when they receive the - Sacrament z but they abhor 
all Thoughts of occaſional Commiſtions, they will 
not do our Drudgery, and we reap the Benefit; it 
is not worth their while to fight pro aris & focis þ 
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and they had rather loſe. their Eſtates, Liberties, 
Religion, and Lives, than the pleaſure of governing. 
Bur to bring this Diſcourſe towards a Conclu- 
Gon : If the Diſſenters will be ſatisfied with ſuch a 


' Toleration by Law, as hath been granted them in 


England, 1 believe the Majority of both Houſes 
will falb readily in with it; farther it will be hard 
to perſuade this Houſe of Commons, and, perhaps, 
much harder the next. For, to ſay the Truth, we 
make a mighty Difference here between ſuffering 
Thiſtles to grow among us, and wearing them for 
Poſies. We are fully convinced in our Conſciences, 
that We ſhall always folerate them, but not quite 
ſo fully, that They will always folerate us, when it 
comes to their Turn; and V are the Majority, and 
Me are in Poſſeſſion. e e 
HE who argues in Defence of a Law in Force, 
not antiquated or obſolete, but lately enacted, is 
certainly on the ſafer Side, and may be allowed to 
point out the Dangers he conceives to foreſee in the 
Abrogation of it. . 
Fon, if the Conſequences of repealing this Clauſe 
ſhould at ſome Time or other, enable the Presbyte- 
rians. to work themſelves up into the National 
Church; inſtead of uniling Proteſtants, it would 
ſow eternal Diviſions among them. Firſt, their own 
Seas which now lie dormant, would be ſoon at 
Cuffs again with each other, about Power and 
Preferment ; and the Diſſenting Epiſcopals, perhaps, 
diſcontented to ſuch a Degree, as upon ſome fair 
unhappy occaſion, would be able to ſhake the firmeſt 
Loyalty, which none can deny theirs to be. 
sNEe1THER is it very difficult to conjecture, from 
ſome late Proceedings, at what Rate this Faction 
is like to drive, wherever it gets the hip and Seat. 
They have already ſet up Courts of Spiritual Judi- 
| cature, 
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cature, in open Contempt of the Law: They ſend 
Miſſionaries every where, without being invited, in 


order to convert the Church of England Folks to 


Chriſtianity, They are as vigilant as I knew. who, 
to attend Perſons on their Death-Beds, and for Pur- 
poſes much alike, And what Practices ſuch Prin- 


ciples as theſe (with many others that might be in- 
vidious to mention) may ſpawn when they are laid 


out to the Sun, you may determine at Leiſure, 
LasTLyY., whether we are ſo entirely ſure of 
their Loyalty upon the preſent Foot of Govern- 
ment as you may imagine, their Detractors make 
a Queſtion, which, however, doth, I think, by no 
Mcans affect the Body of Difenters : but 'the In- 
ſtance produced, is of ſome among their leading 
Teachers in the North, who refuſed the Abjuration 
Oath, yet continue their Preaching, and have abun- 
dance of Followers, The Particulars are out of my 
Head, but the Fact is notorious enough, and I be- 


| lieve, hath been publiſhed; I think it a Pity it 


hath not been remedied. 
Tus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own Opi- 


nion, as well as that of a great Majority in both | 


Houſes here, relating to this weighty Affair, upon 
which, I am confident, you may ſecurely reckon, 


I will leave you to make what Ute of it you pleaſe, 
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Cloaths and Furniture of Houſes, &c. 
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Rejecting and Renouncing every Thing Wear- 
able that comes from 
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r is the peculiar Felicity and Prudence 
of the People in this Kingdom, that 
whatever Commodities or Producti- 
ons, lie under the greateſt Diſcourage- 
ments from England, thoſe are what 
N they are ſure to be moſt induſtrious 
in cultivating and ſpreading, Agriculture, which 
hath been the principal Care of all wiſe Nations, 
and for the Encouragement whereof there are ſo 
many Statute-Laws in England, we countenance ſo 
well, that the Landlords are every where, by 
Penal Clauſes, abſolutely prohibiting their Tenants 
from Plowing 3 not fatisfied to confine _ 

1 Within 
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- within certain Limitations, as it is the Practice 
of the Englifo ; z one Effect of which, is already 
ſeen in the prodigious Dearneſs of Corn, and tge 
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1 mportation of it from London, as the cheaper 
Market: And, becauſe People are the Riches of 


4; Country, and that our Neighbours have done, and 
- are doing all that in them lie, to make our Wool 


a Drug to us, and a Monopoly to them ; therefore, 
the politick Gentlemen of Ireland, have depopu- 
lated vaſt Tracts of the beſt Land mw the feeding 


of Sheep. 


I courD fill a Volume as large as | the Hiſtory of 


' the wiſe Men of Goatham, with a Catalogue only of 


ſome wonderful Laws and Cuſtoms we have ob- 
ſerved within thirty Years paſt. It is true, in- 
deed, our beneficial Traffick of Wool, with France, 
hath been our only Support for ſeveral Years paſt ; 

furniſhing us all - little Money we have to pay 
our Rents and go to Market. But our Merchants 
aſſure me, This Trade hath received a great Damp 
by the preſent fluctuating Condition of the Coin in 
France; and that moſt of their Wine is paid for in 
— without 2 thither any Commodity oy 
ence. 

HowE VER fince we are ſo univerſally bent vpon 
ehilirgitig our Flocks, it may be worth inquiring, 
what we ſhall do with our Wool, in. caſe Barn- 
table ſhould be over-ſtocked, and our French Com- 
merce ſhould fail ? 

T $HovLD wiſh the Parliament had thought. fit 
to have ſuſpended their Regulation of Church Mat- 
ters, and Enlargements of the Prerogalive, until a 
more convenient Time, becauſe they did not ap- 
pear very preſſing, (at leaſt to the Perſons princi- 
pally concerned) and, inſtead of theſe great Refine- 
ments in Politicks and Divinity, | had amuſed Them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves and their Committees, a little, with the State 
e the Nation. For Example: What if the Houſe 
of Commons had thought fit to make a Reſolution, 
Nemine Contradicente, againſt wearing any Cloth 
or Stuff in their. Families, which were not of the 
Growth and Manufacture of this Kingdom? What 
if they had extended it ſo far as utterly to exclude 
all Silks, Velvets, Callicoes, and the whole Lexicon 
of Female Fopperies; and declared, that whoever 
acted otherwiſe, ſhould be deemed and reputed an 
Enemy to the Nation? What if they had ſent up 
Z ſuch a Reſolution to be agreed to by the Houſe of 
Lords; and by their own Practice and Encourage- 
ment, ſpread the Execution of it in thein ſeveral 
Countries? What if we ſhould agree to make bury- 
ing in Moollen a Faſhion, as our Neighbours have 
made it a Law? What if the Ladies ſhould be 
content with 7/4 Stuffs for the Furniture of their 
3 Houſes, for Gowns and Petticoats to themſelves and 
their Daughters? Upon the whole, and to crown 
all the reſt, let a firm Reſolution be taken, by 
3 Male and Female, never to appear with one ſingle 
3 Shred that comes from England; and let all the Peo- 
4 Pre ſay, AMEN. 
I Hops, and believe, nothing could pleaſe His 
Majeſty better, than to hear that His loyal Sub- 
jects, of both Sexes, in this Kingdom, celebra- 
ted His Birth-Day (now approaching) univerſally 
3 clad in their own Manufacture. Is there Virtue - 
enough left in this deluded People to fave them 
from the Brink of Ruin? If the Mens Opinions 
may be taken, the Ladies will look as handſome 
in Stuffs as Brocades, and ſince all will be equal, 
there may be enough to employ their Wit 
and Fancy, in chuſing and matching of Patterns 
and Colours. 1 heard the late * of 
nam 
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Tuam mention a pleaſant Obſervation of. ſome Bo. 
dy's; That Ireland would never be happy, till a La 
were made for burning every Thing that came from 
England, except their People and their. Coals; I RF 
muſt confeſs, that as to the former, I ſhould not be 
ſorry if they would ſtay at home, and for the latter, 
I hope, in a little Time we ſhall have no Occaſion F 


for them. | WF 
Non tanti mitra eſt, non tanti Fudicts oſtrum. : 


Bor I ſhall rejoyce to ſee a Stay-Lace from Eng- 
land be thought ſcandalous, and become a Topic 
for Cenſure at Viſits and Tea-Tables. „ 
Ir the unthinking Shop-keepers in this Town had F | 
not been utterly deſtitute of common Senſe, they * 
would have made ſome Propoſal to the Parliament, | 
with a Petition to the Purpoſe I have mentioned; 
promiſing to improve the Cloths and Stuffs of the | 
Nation into all poſſible Degrees of Fineneſs and Colours, 
and engaging not to play the Knave, according to their | | 
Cuſtom, by exacting and impoſing upon the Nobility * 
and Gentry, either as to the Prices or the Goods Fot: 
I remember, in London, upon a general Mourning, 
the raſcally Mercers and Woollen Drapers, would, in 
Four and Twenty Hours, raiſe their Cloths and 
Silks to above a double Price; and if the Mourning F 
continued long, then come whinging with Petition 
to the Court, that they were ready io ſtarve, and their 
F Fineries lay upon their Hands. F 
I coup wiſh our Shopkeepers would immediate- 
ly think of this Propoſal, addreſſing it to all Perſons 
of Quality, and others; but firſt be ſure to get ſome 
Body, who can write Senſe to put it into Form. 
I Trink it needleſs to exhort the Clergy to 
follow this good Example, becauſe, in a little Time, 
. thoſe among them who are ſo unfortunate to have — 1 
| | 7” „˙?＋“⁵ 
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their Birth and Education in this Country, will think 
themſelves abundantly happy, when they can afford 
IriſhCrape, and an Athlone Hat ; and as to the others, 
I Hall not preſume to direct them. I have, indeed, 
ſeen the preſent * Archbiſhop of Dublin clad from 
Head to Foot in our own Manufacture; and yet, 
under-the Roſe -be it ſpoken, his Grace deſerves as 
good a Gown, as if he had not been born among us. 

I Have not Courage enough to offer one Syllable 
on this Subject to their Honours of the Army: Nei- 
ther have I ſufficiently conſidered the great Impor- 
tance of Scarlet and Gold Lace. | 
Tux Fable in Ovid, of Arachne and Pallas, is 
to this Purpoſe. The Goddeſs had heard of one 
Arachne a young Virgin, very famous for Spin- 
ning and Weaving : They both met upon a Tryal 
of Skill ; and Pallas finding herſelt almoſt equal- 
led in her own Art, ſtung with Rage and Envy, 
knockt her Rival down, turned her into a Spider, 
enjoyning her to ſpin and weave for ever, out of her 
own Bowels, and in a very narrow Compaſs. I con- 


feſs that from a Boy, I always pitied poor Arachne, 


and could never heartily love the Goddeſs, on ac- 
count of ſo cruel and unjuſt a Sentence ; which, how- 
ever, is fully executed upon US by England, with 


further Additions of Rigour and Severity. For the 


greateſt Part of our Bowels and Vitals is extracted, 


without allowing us the Liberty of ſpinning and 


weaving them. A 

Tux Scripture tells us, that Oppreſſion . makes 
a wiſe Man mad ; therefore, conſequently ſpeak- 
ing, the Reaſon why ſome Men are not mad, is 
becauſe they are not wiſe : However, it were. to 
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a little Wiſdom to Fools, 
I was much delighted with a Perſon, who 
hath a great Eſtate in this Kingdom, upon his 


Complaints to me, bow! grievouſly POOR Eng- . 
land ſaffers by Impofitions from Ireland. That we 
convey our” Woot: 10 France, in ſpight of all the Har. 


pies at the Cuſtom-bouſe.. That My. Shuttleworth, 
and others on the Cheſhire Coaſts, are ſuch Fools to 


fell us their Bark at a gvod Price, for tanning out. 
own Hides into Leather ; with other Enormities of 
the like Weight and Kind. Lo which I will ven- 
ture to add more: That the Mayoralty of this City 
is always executed by an Inhabitant, and often by a 


Native, which might as well be done by a Deputy, 
with a moderate Salary, wherzby POOR Eng- 


land loſeth, at leaft, © one Thouſand Pounds a Year 
upon the Ballance. That, the governing of this *' 
Kingdom- coſts the Lord-Lieutenant three Thouſand * 
fix- Hundred Pounds a Year, ſo much neat Loſs Io 
POO R England. That, the People of Ireland pre- 
ſame 10 dig for Coals in their own Grounds ; and 
the Farmers in the County of Wicklow ſend their Turf 
to the very Market of Dublin, to the great Diſcourage- 
ment of the Coal Trade at Moſtyn and White- Haven. 
Wat, the Revenues of the Poſt-Office bere, ſo righte- | * 
ouſly belonging 10 the” Englifh- Treaſury, as ariſing |. 


chiefly from our own Commerce with each other, ſhould 
beremitted to London, clogged with that grievous Bur- 
thewof Exchange, and the Penſions paid out of the Iriſh 


Revennes to Engliſh Favourites ſhouid lie under the 4 
fame Diſadvantag e, 10 the great Loſt f the Grantees. * 
When' 4 Divine is ſent over to a Biſhoprick here, 


with the Hopes of Five and Twenty Hundred Pounds 
a. Near; upon bis Arival, be finds, . alaſs ! a dread- 


ful Diſcount of Ten or Twelve per Cent, A Judge 
: ;- 


be wiſhed, that Oppreſſion would, in Time, teach q 
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or a Commiſſioner of the Revenue, has the ſame Cauſe 
of Complaint. Laſtly, The Ballad upon Cotter is ve- 
7 bemently ſalſpected to be Iriſh Manufacture; and yet 
is allowed to be ſung in our open Streets, under the ve- 
7 Noſe of the Government. 

XZ  Tazst are a few among the many Hardſhips 
we put upon that POOR Kingdom of England; 
for which, I am confident, every honeſt Man wiſh- 
eth a Remedy: And, I hear, there is a Project on 

Foot for tranſporting our beſt Wheaten Stra, by 
Sea and Land Carriage, to Dunſtable , and obliging 

us by a Law, to take off yearly ſo many Tun of 
Straw Hats, for the Uſe of our Women ; which 
will be a great Encouragement to the Manufacture of 
that induſtrious Town. 

I wouLD be glad to learn among the Berit 
whether a Law to bind Men without their own Con- 
ſent, be obligatory in foro Conſcientiæ; becauſe I 
find Scripture, Sanderſon and Suarez, are wholly ſi- 
lent in the Matter. The Oracle of Reaſon, the 


| I great . Law of Nature, and general Opinion of Civi- 


lians, wherever they treat of limited 6 are, 
indeed, deciſive enough. 
Ir is wonderful to obſerve the Biaſs among our 
People in Favour of Things, Perſons and Wares of all 
EKinds that come from England. The Printer tells 
his Hawkers, that he hath got an excellent new Song 
juſt come from London. I have ſomewhat of a Ten- 
dency that Way my ſelf; and upon hearing a Cox- 
comb from thence diſplaying himſelf, with great 
3 Volubility, upon the Park, the Play-Houſe, the 
Opera, the Gaming-Ordinaries, it was apt to beget 
in me a Kind of Veneration for his Parts and 
'F Accompliſhments. It is not many Years, ſince I 
remember, a Perſon who, by his Style and Litera- 
ture, ſeems to have been Corre#7 or of CY Hedge- 
Vol. IV. D Preſs, 
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Preſs, in ſome Blind-Alley about Liitle-Britain; pro- 3 


ceed gradually to be an Author, at leaſt a * Tyanſſu- 
tor of a lower Rate, although ſomewhat of a larger 


Bulk, than any that now flouriſheth in Grub-ſtreet ; 


and upon the Strength of this Foundation, came 


over here; ered himſelf up into an Orator and Po. 
litician, and lead a Kingdom after him. This, I am | 


told; was the very Motive that prevailed on the 
+ Author of a Play called Love in a hollow Tree, to 
do us the ZJonpur of a Viſit; preſuming with very 
good Reaſon, that be was a Writer of à ſuperior 
Claſs. I know another, who for thirty Years paſt; 
hath been the common Standard of Stupidity in Eng- 


land, where he was never heard a Minute in any 


Aſſembly, or by any Party, with common Chriſtian 


Treatment ; yet upon his arrival hither, could put on 
a Face of Importance and Authority, talked more than 
fix without either Gracefulneſs, Propriety, or Mean- 


ing; and at the ſame Time, be admired and fol- 


lowed as the Pattern of Eloquence and Wiſdom. 
NoTHING hath humbled me ſo much, or. ſhewn 


1 Diſpoſition to a contemptuous Treatment of 


reland in ſome chief Governors, than that high 


Style of ſeveral Speeches from the Throne, delivered 1 

as uſual after the Royal Aſent, in ſome Periods of 
the two laſt Reigns. Such Exaggerations, of tbe 
prodigious Condeſcen/ions in the Prince, to paſs thoſe | 


good Laws, would have but an odd Sound at Weſt- 


can paſs wherein the King's Intereſt is not as much 
concerned as that of the People. I remember after a 
Speech on the like Occaſion, delivered by my Lord 
** 00 think it was his laſt) he deſired Mr. 


Addiſon | 


wy: Sar ofed to be Ceſar $ Commentaries, dedicated to the E 
3 Marlborough | 
2 Lord .. | . x 


minſter : Neither do I apprehend how any good Law 3 
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Addiſon to ask my Opinion it: My Anſwer was, 
Wal bis Excellency had very honeſtly forfeited bis 
r = Head, on Account of one Paragraph; wherein be aſ- 
3 WM ſerted, by plain Conſequence, a diſpenſive Power in 
e te Queen. His Lordſhip own'd it was true, but 
fore the Words were put into bis Mouth by direct 
n Orders from Court. From whence it is clear, that 
e ſome Miniſters in thoſe Times, were apt, from their 
high Elevation to look down upon this Kingdom, 
as if it had been one of their Colonies of Out. caſts 
in America, And I obſerved a little of the ſame 
turn of Spirit in ſome great Men, from whom I 
expected better; although to da them Juſtice, it 
proved no point of Difficulty to make them correct 
their 1dea, whereof the whole Nation quickly found. 
the Benefit>———But that is forgotten. How the 
Style hath ſince run, I am wholly a Stranger; hav- 
ing never ſeen a Speech ſince the laſt of the Queen. 
I wouLD now expoſtulate a little with our 
Country Landlords; who by unmeaſurable ſcrew- 
ing and racking their Tenants all over the Kingdom, 
have already reduced the miſerable People to a worſe 
Condition than the Peaſants in France, or the Vaſſals 
in Germany and Poland; ſo that the whole Species 
of what we call Subſtantial Farmers, will, in a very. 
few Years, be utterly at an End. It was pleaſant to 
| obſerve theſe Gentlemen, labouring with all their 
#3 AMpbi, for preventing the Biſhops from letting their 
Revenues at a moderate half Value, (whereby the. 
whole Order would, in an Age, have been reduced. 
to manifeſt Beggary ) at the very Inſtant, when they 
were every where canting their own Lands, upon 
ſhort Leaſes, and facrificing their oldeſt Tenants for 
a Penny an Acre Advance, I know not how it 
comes to paſs, (and yet, perhaps, I know well 
enough that Slaves have a natyral Diſpoſition to be 
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Hrants; and that when my Betters give me a Kick, 
I am apt to revenge it with ſix upon my Footman ; 
- wag Fellow. 'I have heard great Divines affirm, 
t hat nothing is ſo likely to call down an univerſal 
Judgment from Heaven upon a Nation, as Univerſal 
Oppreſſion; and whether this be not already veri- 
fied in Part, their Worſhips the Landlords are now 
at full Leiſure to conſider. Whoever travels this 
Country, and obſerves the Face of Nature, or the 
Faces, and Habits, and Dwellings of the Natives, 
will hardly think himſelf in a Land where either, 
Law, Religion, or tommon Humanity is profeſſed. 

I cannot forbear ſaying one Word upon a 
Thing they call a Bank, which, I hear, is project- 
ing in this Town. I never ſaw the Propoſals, nor 
underſtand any one particular of their Scheme : 
What I wiſh for, at preſent, is only a ſufficient 


Proviſion of Hemp and Caps, and Bells, to diftri- 


bute according- to the ſeveral Degrees of Honeſty 
and Prudence in ſome Perſons, I hear onlf of a mon- 
ſtrous Sum already named; and if Or R ERS do not 
ſoon hear of it too, and hear it with a Vengeance, 
then I am a Gentleman of leſs Sagacity than my- 


ſelf, and very few beſides take me to be. And 


the Jeſt will be till the better, if it be true, as ju- 
dicious Perſons have aſſured me, that one half of 
this Money will be real; and the other Half altoge- 


ther imaginary, The Matter will be likewiſe much 

mended, if the Merchants continue to carry off our 
| _ and our Goldtmiths to melt down our heavy 
Sie. ras | 


* 


SOME 


although . he may be an honeſt and dili- 
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SOME 


ARGUMENTS 


Againſt ENLARGING the 
Power of BISHOPS, 


In LETTING of 


LEASES 


RE MARK S on ſome Ywueries lately 


publiſhed. 


Mahi credite, major hereditas venit unicuique veſtriim 
in iiſdem bonis a jure & d legibus, quam ab iis d qui- 
bus illa ipſa bond relicta ſunt. | 

Cicero pro A. Cæcino. 
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Written in the YE AR 1723. 


Printed in the Year Mp ccxL1. 
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SOME 


ARGUMENTS 


Againſt ENLARGING the 


Power of BISHOPS, &c. 


NN handling this Subject, I ſhall pro- 
ceed wholly upon the Suppoſition, 
that thoſe of our Party, who profeſs 
themſelves Members of the Church 
eſtabliſhed, and under the Apoſto- 

Y lical Government of Biſhops, do de- 
fire the Continuance and Tranſmiſſion of it to Poſ- 


terity, at leaſt, in as good a Condition as it is at 


preſent. Becauſe, as this Diſcourſe is not calculated 


for Diſſenters of any Kind; ſo neither will it ſuit 


the Talk or Sentiments of thoſe Perſons, who, 


with the Denomination of Churchmen,are Oppreſſors 


of the inferiour Clergy, and perpetually quarrelling 
at the great Incomes of the Biſhops ; which is a 
traditional cant deliver'd down from former Times, 


and continued with great Reaſon, . although it be 
now near 200 Years, ſince almoſt three Parts in 


D 4 four 
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four of the Church Revenues have been taken 
from the Clergy. : Beſides the Spoils that have 


been gradually made ever ſince, of Glebes and o- 


ther Lands, by the Confuſion of Times, the Fraud 1 
of encroaching Neighbours, or the Power of Op- 


preſſors, too great to be encountered. 


ABourT. the Time of the Reformation, many 1 
Popiſh Biſhops of this Kingdom knowing they muſt 


have been ſoon ejected, if they would not change 


their Religion, made long Leaſes and Fee-farms of 3 


great Part of their Lands, reſerving very inconſi- 
derable Rents, ſometimes only a Chiefry ; by a 
Power they aſſumed, directly contrary to many an- 
tient Canons, yet conſiſtent enough with the Com- 
mon-Law. This Trade held on for many Years after 
the Biſhops became Proteſtants ; and ſome of their 
Names are ſtil] remembred with Infamy, on Ac- 
count of enriching their Families by ſuch ſacrilegi- 
ous Alienations. By theſe Means Epiſcopal Re- 
venues were ſo low reduced, that three or four 
Sees were often united to make a tolerable Com- 


petency. . For: ſome Remedy to this Evih, King 
James the. Firſt, by a Bounty that became a good 


Chriſtian Prince, beſtowed ſeveral forfeited Lands 


on the Northern Biſhopricks : But in all other Parts | | 


of the Kingdom, the Church continued ſtill-in the 
ſame Diſtreſs and Poverty; ſome of the Sees 


hardly poſſeſſing enough to maintain a Country Vi- 


car. About the Middle of King Charles the Firſt's 
Reign, the Legiſlature here thought fit to put a 
Stop, at leaſt, to any farther Alienations; and ſo 
a Law was enacted, prohibiting all Biſhops, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Corporations, from ſetting their 
Lands for above the Term of Twenty-one Years ; 
the Rent reſerved to be one half of the real vor 
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of ſuch Lands at the Time they were ſet, without 
which Condition the Leaſe to be void. | 
Soon after the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second, the Parliament taking into Conſideration 
the miſerable Eſtate of the Church ; certain Lands, 
by Way of Augmentation, were granted to eight 
Biſhops in the A& of Settlement, and confirm- 
ed in the Act of Explanation 3 of which Bounty, 
as I remember, three Sees were, in a great Mea- 
ſure defeated ; but by what Accidents, it is not 
here of any Importance to relate. 
THis, at preſent, is the Condition of the Church 
in Ireland, with regard to Epiſcopal Revenues : 
Which I have thus briefly, (and, perhaps, imper- 
fectly) deduced for ſome Information to thoſe, 
whoſe Thoughts do not lead them to ſuch Confide- 
rations. 
By Virtue of the Statute, already mentioned, 


under King Charles the Firſt, limiting Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Bodies to the Term of Twenty-one Years, under 
the reſerved Rent of half real Value ; the Biſhops 
have had ſome Share in the gradual Riſe of Lands, 
without which they could not have been ſupported, 
with any common Decency that might become their 
Station. It is above eighty Years ſince the paſſin 

of that Act: The See of Meath, one of the be 


In the Kingdom, was then worth about 4001. per : 


Annum; the poorer ones in the fame Proportion. 
If this were their preſent Condition, I cannot con- 
ceive how they would have been able to pay for 
their Patents, or buy their Robes: But this will 
certainly be the Condition of their Succeſſors, if 
ſuch a Bill ſhould paſs, as they ſay is now in- 
tended, which I will ſuppoſe, and believe, many 
Perſons, who may give a Vote for it, are not a- 
ware of. 1 . EO. 

| How-. 
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| Howeves, this is the Act which is now at. 


tempted to be repealed, or, at leaſt, eluded : Some 1 
are for giving Biſhops leave to let Pee Farms; o. 


thers would allow them to let Leaſes for Lives; 
and the moſt moderate would repeal that Clauſe, 
by which the Biſhops are bound to let their Lands 
at half Value. 

TRR Reaſons for the Riſe of Value in Lands, 
are of two Kinds. Of the firſt Kind are long 
Peace and Settlement after the Devaſtations of 


War; Plantations, Improvements of bad Soil, 


Recovery of Bogs and Marſhes, Advancement 
of Trade and Manufacture, Encreaſe of Inha- 


bitants, Encouragement of A griculture, and the 
—_ 


Bur there is another Reaſon for the Riſe 4 


Land, more gradual, conſtant and certain; which 
will have its Effects in Countries that are very 


far from flouriſhing in any of the Advantages I 


have juſt mentioned : I mean zhe perpetual Decreaſe 


in Value of Gold and Silver. I ſhall diſcourſe upon 


theſe two different Kinds, with a View towards the 
Bill now attempted. 

As to the Firſt : I cannot ſee how this King- 
dom 1s at any Height of Improvement, while-four 
Parts in five of the Plantations for thirty Years paſt, 
have been real Diſimprovements ; Nine in Ten of 
the Quickſet-Hedges being ruined for want-of Care 
or Skill. And, as to Foreſt Trees, they being 


often taken out of Woods, and planted in ſingle 


Rows on the Tops of Ditches, it is impoſſible they 
ſhould grow to be of Uſe, Beauty, or Shelter. Nei- 


ther can it be ſaid, that the Soil of Treland is im- 
proved to its full Height, while ſo much lies all 


Winter under Water, and the Bogs made almoſt 


NO > the ill cutting of the Turf. There 


hath, 
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hath, indeed, been ſome little Improvement in the 
Manufactures of Linnen and Woollen, although very 
ſhort of Perfection: But our Trade was never in 
fo low a Condition. And, as to Agriculture, of 
which all wiſe Nations have been ſo tender, the De- 
ſolation made in the Country by engroſling Graziers, 
and the great yearly Importation of Corn from 
England, are lamentable Inſtances under what Dif- 
couragement it lies. 2 

Bur notwithſtanding all theſe Mortifications, 


I ſuppoſe, there is no Well-wiſher to his Coun- 


try without a little Hope, that in Time the King- 


dom may be on a better Foot in ſome of the Ar- 
| ticles abovementioned. But it would be hard, if 


Eccleſiaſtical Bodies ſhould be the only Perſons ex- 
cluded from any Share in publick Advantages. 


which yet can never happen without a greater Share 


of Profit to their Tenants: If God ſends Rain e- 
qually upon the Fuſt and the Unjuſt; why ſhould 
thoſe who wait at his Altars, and are Inſtructers 
of the People, be cut off from partaking in the ge- 
neral Benefits of Law, or of Nature. | . 

Bur, as this Way of Reaſoning may ſeem to 
bear a more favourable Eye to the Clergy, than 
232 will fuit with the preſent Diſpoſition, or 

aſhion of the Age; I ſhall, therefore dwell more 
largely upon the ſecond Reaſon for the Riſe of 
Land, which is the perpetual Decreaſe of the Value 
of Gold and Silver. xg 

Tais may be obſerved from the Courſe of the 
Roman Hiſtory, above two Thouſand Years, be- 
fore thoſe inexhauſtible Silver Mines of Potoſi were 
known. The value of an Obolus, and of every o- 


ther Coin between the Time of Romulus and that 


of Auguſtus, gradually ſunk above five, Parts in ſix, 


as appears by ſeveral Paſſages out of the beſt Au- 


thors. 
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thors. And yet the prodigious Wealth of that State ] 


did not ariſe from the encreaſe of Bullion in the 
World, by the Diſcovery of new Mines, but from 


a much more accidental Cauſe, which was, the I 
ſpreading of their Conqueſts, and thereby import- 
ing into Rome and Maly, the Riches of the Eat 


and Weſt. | 


Wurm the Seat of Empire was removed to Con- 
ſtantinople, the Tide of Money flowed that Way, 
without ever returning; and was ſcattered in Aſia. 
But when that mighty Empire was overthrown | 
by the Northern People, ſuch a Stop was put to 
all Trade and Commerce, that vaſt Sums of Mo- 


ney were buried, to eſcape the Plundering of the 


Conquerors ; and what remained was carried off 


by thoſe Ravagers. a . 

Ir were no difficult Matter to compute the 
Value of Money in England, during the Saxon 
Reigns; but the Monkiſh and other Writers ſince 
the Conqueſt, have put that Matter in a clearer 
Light, by the ſeveral Accounts they have given us 
of the Value of Corn and Cattle, in Years of 
Dearth and Plenty, Every one knows, that King 
Fobn's whole Portion, before he came to the Crown, 
was but five Thouſand Pounds, without a Foot 
of Land. | I Fi 

I nave likewiſe ſeen the Stewards Accounts, of 
an ancient noble Family in England, written in La- 
tin, between three and four Hundred Years ago, 
with the ſeveral Prices of Wine and Victuals, to 
confirm my Obſervations. EN | 

I rave been at the Trouble of computing (as 
others have done) the different Values of Money 
for about 400 Years paſt. Henry Duke of Lan- 
eaſter, who lived about that Period, founded an 
Hoſpital in Leiceſter, for a certain Number . 
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Men ; charging his Lands with a Groat a Week 
to each for their Maintenance, which is to this 
Day duly paid them. In thoſe Times, a Penny 
was equal to ten Pence Half- penny, and ſomewhat 
more than Half a Farthing in ours; which makes 
about eight Ninths Difference. i | 

T'x1s is plain alſo, from the old Cuſtom upon 
many Eſtates in England, to let for Leaſes of Lives, 
(renewable at Pleaſure) where the reſerved Rent 
is uſually about twelve Pence a Pound, which 
then was near the Half real Value : And although 
the Fines be not fixed, yet the Landlord gets 
altogether not above three Shillings in the Pound 
of the worth of his Land : And the Tenants are 
ſo wedded to this Cuſtom, that if the Owner ſuffer 
three Lives to expire, none of them will take a 
Leaſe on other Conditions; or, if he brings in a 
Foreigner who will agree to pay a reaſonable Rent, 
the other Tenants, by all manner of Injuries, will 
make that Foreigner ſo uneaſy, that he muſt be 
forced to quit the Farm; as the late Earl of Bath 
felt, by the Experience of above ten © Thouſand 
Pounds Loſs. 5 

Taz gradual Decreaſe for above two Hundred 
Years after, was not conſiderable, and therefore 
I do not rely on the Account given by ſome Hiſto- 
3 rians, that Harry the Seventh left behind him 
Eighteen Hundred Thouſand Pounds; for although 
the Weſt.-Indies were diſcovered before his Death, 
and although he had the beſt Talents and Inſtru- 
ments for exacting of Money, ever poſſeſſed by any 
Prince ſince the time of Veſpaſian: (whom he reſem- 
bled in many Particulars) yet I conceive, that in 
his Days, the whole Coin of England could hardly 
amount to ' ſuch a Sum. For, in the Reign of 
Philip and Mary, Sir--——Cockain of Darby/hire, 1 
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beſt Houſe-Keeper of his Quality in the County, 
allowed his Lady fifry Pounds a Year for maintain- 
ing the Family, one Pound a Year Wages to each 
Servant, and two Pounds to the Steward; as I was 
told by a Perſon of Quality, who had ſeen the Ori- 
ginal Account of his Oeconomy. Now this Sum 
of fifty Pounds, added to the Advantages of a 
large Domain, might be equal to about five Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year at preſent, or ſomewhat more 
than four Fifths. | 

Tux great. Plenty of Silver in England, began 
in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, when Drake and others, 
took vaſt Quantities of Coin and Bullion from the 
| Spaniards, either upon their own American Coaſts, 
or in their Return to Spain. However, ſo much 
hath been imported annually from that Time to this, 
that the Value of Money in England, and moſt 
Parts of Europe, is ſunk above one Half within 
the Space of an Hundred Years, notwithſtanding 
the great Export of Silver for about Eighty Years 
paſt, to the Eaſt- Indies, from whence it never re- 
turns, But Gold being not liable to the ſame Ac- 
cident, and by new diſcoveries growing every Day 
more plentiful, ſeems in danger of becominga Drug. 

TXx1s hath been the Progreſs of the Value of 
Money in former Ages, and muſt of Neceſſity con- 
tinue ſo for the Future, without ſome new Invaſi- 
on of Goths and Vandals to deſtroy Law, Proper- 
ty and Religion, alter the very Face of Nature; and 
turn the World upſide down. 

I MusT repeat that what I am to ſay upon this 
Subject, is intended only for the Conviction of thoſe 
among our own Party, who are true Lovers of the 
Church, and I would be glad it ſhould continue in 
Cn Degree of Proſperity to the End of the 
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Tux Church is ſuppoſed to laſt for ever, both in 
its Diſcipline and Doctrine; which is a Privilege 
common to every petty Corporation, who muſt 
likewiſe obſerve the Laws of their Foundation. If 
a Gentleman's Eſtate which now yields him a Thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, had been ſet for ever at the 
higheſt Value, even in the flouriſhing Days of King 
Charles the Second, would it now amount to above 
four or five Hundred at moſt ? What if this had 
happened two of three Hundred Years ago ; would 
the referved Rent at this Day be any more than a 
ſmall Chiefry ? Suppoſe the Revenues of a Biſhop 
to have been under the ſame Circumſtances ; could 
he now be able to perform Works of Hoſpitali- 
ty and Charity ? Thus, if the Revenues of a Biſhop 
be limited to- a Thouſand Pounds a Year ; how 
will his Succeſſor be in a Condition to ſupport his 
Station with Decency, when the ſame Denomina- 
tion of Money ſhall not anſwer an Half, a Quar- 
ter, or an Eighth Part of that Sum? Which muſt 
unavoidably be the Conſequence of any Bill to 
3 elude the limiting Act, whereby the Church was 
Z preſerved from utter Ruin. 


oY Aw o 


z Tux ſame Reaſon holds good in all Corporati- 
ons whatſoever, who cannot follow a more pernici- 
cus Practice than that of granting Perpetuities, for 
which many of them ſmart to this Day; although 


the Leaders among them are often ſo ſtupid, as 
not to perceive it, or ſometimes ſo knaviſh, as to 
find their private Account in Cheating the Com- 
munity. 

SEVERAL Colleges in Oxford, were aware of this 
growing Evil about an Hundred Years ago; and 
inſtead of limiting their Rents to a certain Sum of 
Money, prevailed with their Tenants to pay the 
Price of ſo many Barrels of Corn, to be valued = 

| the 
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the Market went, at two Seaſons (as I remember) 
in the Year, For a Barrel of Corn is of a real in- 
trinſick Value, which Gold and Silver are not: 
And by this Invention, theſe Colleges have preſer- 
ved a tolerable Subſiſtance, for their Fellows, and 
Students to this Day. 

Tre preſent Biſhops will, indeed, be no Suf. 
Eren by ſuch a Bill, becauſe their Ages conſi- 


dered, they cannot expect to ſee any great De- 


nals 1 in the Value of Money ; or, at worſt, they 
| make it up in the Fines, which will probably be 
greater than uſual, upon the Change of Leaſes. in- 
to Fee-farms or 3 or without the Power of o- 
bliging their Tenants to a real half Value. And, 
as I cannot well blame them for taking ſuch Ad: 
vantages, (conſidering the Nature of Human Kind) 
when. the Queſtion is only, whether the Money 
ſhall be put into their own or ancther Man's 
Pocket: So they will be never excuſable before 
God or Man, if they do not to the Death oppoſe, 
declare and proteſt againſt any ſuch Bill, as muſt 
in its Conſequences compleat the Ruin of the 
Church, and of their own Order in this King- 
am. 

Ir the Fortune of a private Perſon be diminiſhed 
by the Weakneſs, or Inadvertency. of his Anceſtors, 
in letting Leaſes for ever at low Rents, the World 
lies open to his Induftry for purchaſing of more; 
but the Church is barred by a dead Haud; or if it 
were otherwiſe, yet the Cuſtom of making Bequeſts 
to it, hath hen out of Practice for almoſt two 
Hundred Years, and à great deal direttly contrary 
hath. been its Fortune. 

1 Have been aſſured by a ' Perſon of ſome 
Conſequence, to whom I am. likewiſe obliged 
for the Account of ſome. other Facts —_— - 

ate 
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agdinſt Enlarging the Power, &c. as 
lated, that the late Biſhop of Salisbury, (the 


7 greateſt Jig of that Bench in his Days) confeſſed 


to him, that the Liberty which Biſhops in Eng- 
land have of letting Leaſes for Lives, would, in 
his Opinion, be one Day the Ruin of Epiſcopacy 
there; and thought the Church in this Kingdom 


; : happy by the Limitation Act. 


Aux have we not already found the Effect of 
this different Proceeding in both Kingdoms ? Have 
not two Engliſh Prelates quitted their Peerage and 
Seats in Parliament, in a Nation of Freedom, for 
the Sake of a more ample Revenue, even in this 


| 4 unhappy Kingdom, rather than lie under the Mor- 
7 rification of living below their Dignity at Home? 
For which however they cannot be juſtly cenſured. 


I know indeed ſome Perſons who offer, as an Ar- 
gument for repealing the limiting Bill, that it may 
in future Ages prevent the Practice of providing 
this Kingdom with Biſhops from England, when 
the only Temptation will be removed. And they 
alledge, that, as Things have gone for ſome Years 


2 paſt, Gentlemen will grow diſcouraged from ſend- 
ing their Sons to the Univerſity, and from ſuffer- 


ing them to enter into Holy Orders, when they 
are likely to languiſh under a Curacy, or ſmall Vi- 
carage, to the end of their Lives: But this is all a 
vain Imagination ; for the Decreaſe in the Value 
of Money, will equally affect both Kingdoms: 
And beſides, when Biſhopricks here grow too 
ſmall. to invite over Men of Credit and Conſe- 
quence, they will be left more fully to the Diſ- 
poſal of a Chief Governor, who can never fail of 
ſome worthleſs illiterate Chaplain, fond of a Title 


— 
1 
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and Precedence. Thus, will that whole Bench in! 
an Age or two, be compoſed of mean, ignorant, 
fawning Gown-men, humble Suppliants and De-“ 
pendants upon the Court for a Morſe] of Bread, 


and ready to ſerve every Turn that ſhall be de. 


manded from them, in Hopes of getting ſome Con- 
mendam tacked to their Sees; which muſt then be! 
the Trade, as it is now too much in England, to! 
the great Diſcouragement of the inferiour Cler- þ4 
gy. Neither is that Practice without Example a-. 


mong us. 


IT is now about Eighty- five Years ſince the pal. Þ* 


ſing of that limiting Act, and there is but one In- 
ſtance in the Memory of Man, of a Biſhop's Leaſe 
broken upon the Plea of not being ſtatutable, which, 
in every Body's Opinion, could have been loft by 
no other Perſon than he who was then Tenant, 
and happened to be very ungracious in his County. 
In the preſent * Biſhop of Meath's Cafe, that Plea 
did not avail, although the Leaſe were notoriouſly 
unſtatutable ; the Rent reſerved, being, as I have 
been told, not a Seventh Part of the real Value; 
yet the Jury upon their Oaths, very gavely found 
it to be according to the Statute ; and one of them 
was heard to ſay, That he would eat bis Shoes, be- 
fore he would give a Verdict for the Biſhop. A 
very few more have made the ſame Attempt with 
as little Succeſs. Every Biſhop, and other Eccle. 
ſiaſtical Body, reckon Forty Pounds in an Hun- 
dred, to bea reaſonable half Value ; or if it be only 
a third Part, it feldom, or never, breeds any Dif- 
ference between Landlord and Tenant. But 
when the Rent is from five to nine or ten Parts 

— 9 leſs 
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in leſs than the Worth; the Biſhop if he conſults the 
t, Good of his See, will be apt to expoſtulate ; and 
e- the Tenant, if he be an honeſt Man, will have 
, ſome Regard to the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of 
the Demand, ſo as to yield to a moderate Ad- 
'- FF vancement, rather than engage in a Suit, where 
Law and Equity are directly againſt him. By theſe 
o Means, the Biſhops have been ſo true to their 
r- | # Truſts, as to procure ſome ſmall ſhare in the Ad- 
vancement of. Rents ; although it be notorious, that 

they do not receive the third Penny (Fines included) 
of the real Value of their Lands throughout the 
- | 7 Kingdom, 
ſe I was never able to imagine what Inconvent- 
1, ence could accrue to the Publick, by one or two 
y © # Thouſand Pounds a Year, in the Hands of a Pro- 
t, teſtant Biſhop, any more than of a Lay Perſon. * The 

former, generally ſpeaking, liveth as piouſly and 
as hoſpitably. as the other; pays his Debts as ho- 
gneſtly, and ſpends as much of his Revenue among 
his Tenants. Beſides, if they be his immediate Te- 
nants, you may diſtinguiſh them, at firſt Sight, 
by their Habits and Horſes ; and if you go to 
their Houſes, by their comfortable Way of Liv- 


4 


8 


. 


n 
ing. But the Misfortune is, that ſuch immediate 
4 Tenants, generally ſpeaking, have others under them, 
hand ſo a Third and Fourth in Subord ination, till 
it comes to the Welder (as they call him) who ſits 
„at a Rack-Rent, and lives as miſerably as an 1ri/þ 
Farmer upon a new Leaſe from a Lay Landlord. 
But ſuppoſe a Biſhop happens to be avaricious, 
t (as being compoſed of the ſame Stuff with other 
s 08 Men) 
31 — 2 3 e ee, 
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Note, This Part of the Paragraph is tobe ne to the Period, 
= when the Whole was written, which was ten Tears ago, and ſevo- 


ral of the late Queen's Biſhops were then living. 
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Men) the Conſequence to the Publick is no worſe þ* 
than if he were a Squire; for he leaves his For. 
tune to his Son, or near Relation, who, if he be! 
rich enough, will never think of entring into the 


Church. 


. AND, as there can be no Diſadvantage to the : 
Publick in a Proteſtant Country, that a Man ſhould Þ? 
hold Lands as a Biſhop, any more than if he were! 
a Temporal Perſon ; fo, it is of great Advantage 
to the Community, where a Biſhop lives as he ought Þ* 
to do. He is bound, in Conſcience, to reſide in 
his Dioceſe, and by a folemn Promiſe to keep 


Hoſpitality ; his Eſtate is ſpent in the Kingdom, 


not remitted to England; he keeps the Clergy to 
their Duty; and is an Example of Virtue both to 
them and the People: Suppoſe him an ill Man; 
yet his very Character will with-hold him from 
any great or open Exorbitancies. But, in Fact, it 
muſt be allowed, that ſome Biſhops of this King - 


dom, within Twenty Years paſt, have done very 
ſignal and lafting Acts of publick Charity ; great 
Inſtances whereof, are the * late and preſent Pri- 
mate, the Lord | Archbiſhop of Dublin that now 
is, who hath left Memorials of his Bounty in many 
Parts of his Province. I might add the Biſhop of 
I Raphboe, and ſeveral others: Not forgetting the 
late Dean of Down, Dr. Prat, who beſtowed one 
Thouſand Pounds upon the Univerſity : Which 
Foundation, (that I may obſerve by the Way) if 
the Bill propoſed ſhould paſs, would be in the ſame 
Circumſtances with the Biſhops, nor ever able a- 
gain to advance the Stipends of the Fellows and 
Students, as lately they found it neceſſary to do; 


1 * 
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the determinate Sum appointed by the Statutes for 
Commons, being not half ſufficient, by the Fall 


of Money, to afford neceſſary Suſtenance. But 


the paſſing of ſuch a Bill muſt put an end to all 
Eccleſiaſtical Beneficence for the Time to come; 
and whether this will Be ſupplied by thoſe who are 
to reap the Benefit, better than it hath been done 
by the Grantees of impropriate Tythes, who re- 
ceived them upon the old Church Conditions. of 


keeping Hoſpitality ; it will be eaſy to conjecture. 


To alledge, that paſſing ſuch a Bill would be a 


good Encouragement to improve Biſhops Lands, 


is a great Error. Is it not the General Method 
of Landlords to wait the Expiration of a Leaſe, 
and then cant their Lands to the higheſt Bidder ? 
And what ſhould hinder the ſame Courſe to be 
taken in Church-Leaſes, when the Limitation 1s 
removed of paying half the real Value to the Bi- 
ſhop? In riding through the Country how few 


Improvements do we ſee upon the Eſtates of Lay- 


men, farther than about their own Domains ? To 
ſay the Truth, it is a great Misfortune as well to 
the Publick as to the Biſhops themſelves, rhat their 
Lands are generally let to Lords and great *Squires, 
who, in Reaſon, were never deſigned to be Te- 


nants; and therefore may naturally murmur at the 
Payment of Rent, as a Subſerviency they were not 
born to. If the Tenants to the Church were ho- 
neſt Farmers, they would pay their Fines and Rents, 
with Chearfulneſs, improve their Lands, and thank 
God they were to give but a moderate half Value 
for what they held, I have heard a Man of a Thou- 
| land Pounds a Year, talk with great Contempt of 
* Biſhops Leaſes, as being on a worſe Foot than 
| the reſt of his Eſtate z and he had certainly Rea- 


E 3 ſon ; 
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ſon : My Anſwer was, that ſuch Reaſons were ori. |? 
ginally intended only for the Benefit of induſtrious | * 
Husbandmen, who would think it a great Blef. Þ* 
ſing to be ſo provided for, inſtead of having his 
Farm ſcrewed up to the Height, not eating one 
comfortable Meal in a Year, nor able to find Shoes 


for his Children. | 
I xNnow not any Advantage that can accrue by 


ſuch a Bill, except the preventing of Perjury in“ 
Jurymen and falſe Dealing in Tenants ; which isa 
Remedy like that of giving my Money to an 
Highwayman, before he attempts to take it by Þ 


Force; and fo I ſhall be ſure to prevent the Sin? 


of Robbery. | 


I nap wrote thus far, and thought to have put 
an End; when a Bookſeller ſent me a ſmall Pam- 
phlet, entitled, The Caſe of the Laity, with ſome 


Queries; full of the ſtrongeſt Malice againſt the 


Clergy, that I have any where met with ſince the 
Reign of Toland, and others of that Tribe, Theſe Þ* 


Kinds of Advocates do infinite Miſchief to Our 
coor CA us, by giving Grounds to the unjuſt 
Reproaches of Torres and JAcoß IT ES, who 
charge us with being Enemies to the Church. If 
J bear an hearty unfeigned Loyalty to his Majeſty 
KING GEORGE, and the Houſe of Hanover, 
not ſhaken in the leaſt by the Hardſhips we lie un- 
der, which never can be imputable to ſo gracious a 
Prince: If I ſincerely abjure the PRxETEN DER, and 
all Pop is SUCCESSORS ; if I bear a due Veneration 
to the glorious Memory of the late King }/ I L- 
LIAM. who preſerved theſe Kingdoms from Po- 
PER and SLAVERY, with the Expence of his 
Blood, and Hazard of his Life: And laſtly, if ! 
am for 2 proper Indulgence to all Diſſenters; ; 

| : hank 
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think nothing more can be more reaſonably demand- 
ed of Me as a Wie, and that my political Cate- 


chiſm is full and compleat. But whoever, under the 
Shelter of that Party-Denomination, and of many 


great Profeſſions of Loyalty, would deſtroy, or un- 
dermine, or injure the Chu Rc eſtabliſhed ; I ut- 
terly diſown him, and think he ought to chuſe a- 
nother Name of Diſtinction for himſelf and his Ad- 
herents, I came into the Cauſe upon other _Princi- 
ples, which by the Grace of Gop,.Hinean to pre- 
ſerve as long as I live. Shall we juſtify the Ac- 
cuſations of our Adverſaries? Hoc Ithacus velit 
The ToRIES and JacoBiTEs will behold us with 
a malicious Pleaſure, determined upon the Ruin of 
our Friends: For is not the preſent Set of Biſhops 
almoſt entirely of that Number, as well as a great 
Majority of the principal Clergy ? And a ſhort 
Time will reduce the whole, by Vacancies upon 
Death. 

An impartial Reader, if he pleaſeth to exa- 
mine what I have already ſaid, will eaſily anſwer 
the bold Queries in. the Pamphlet I mentioned ; he 
will be convinced that the Reaſon ſtill ſtrongly exiſts, 
for which that limiting Law was enacted. A rea- 
ſonable Man will wonder, where can be tbe inſuf- 
ferable Grievance, that an Eccleſiaſtical Landlord 
ſhould expect a moderate or third Part Value in 
Rent for his Lands, when his Title is, at leaſt, as 
antient and as legal as that of a Lay-man; who is 
yet but ſeldom guilty of giving ſuch beneficial 
Bargains. Has tbe Nation been thrown into Confuſion ? 
And have many poor Families been ruined by Rack- 
Rents paid for the Lands of the Church ? Does 
the Nation cry out to have a Law that muſt, in 
Time, ſend their Biſhops a begging ? But np 

5 
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be thanked, the Clamour of Enemies to the Church 
1s not yet the Cry, and I hope will never prove the 
Voice of the Nation. The Clergy, I conceive, will 
hardly allow that the People maintain them, any 
more than in the Senſe that all Landlords whatſo- 
ever are maintained by the People. Such Aſſer- 
tions as theſe, and the Inſinuations they carry along 
with them, proceed from Principles which cannot 
be avowed by thoſe who are for preſerving the 
happy Conftitution in Church and State. Whoever 
were the Propoſers of ſuch Queries, it might have 
provoked a bold Writer to retaliate, perhaps with 
more Juſtice than Prudence, by ſhewing at whoſe 
Door the Grievance lies, and that the Biſhops, 
at leaſt, are not to anſwer for the Poverty of Te- 
nants. 

To gratify this great Reformer, who enlarges 
the Epiſcopal Rent- Roll almoſt one half; let me 
ſuppoſe that all the Church Lands in the Kingdom 
were thrown up to the Laity ; would the Tenants, 
in ſuch a Caſe fit eaſier in their Rents than they do 
now? Or, would the Money be equally ſpent in 
the Kingdom? No: The Farmer would be ſcrewed 


up to the utmoſt Penny by the Agents and. 


Stewards of Abſentees, and the Revenues employed 
in making a Figure in London; to which City a 
full third Part of the whole Income of Ireland is an- 
nually returned to anſwer that ſingle Article of Main: 
tenance for Iriſh Landlords. 

AnoTHtR of his . e is againſt Plurali- 
ties and Non.-Reſidence s to the former; it is a 
Word of ill Name, but not well underſtood. The 
Clergy having been ſtripped of the greateſt Part of 
their Revenues, the Glebes being generally loſt, the 
Fi hes in the Hands of Laymen, the Churches 150 

moliſh 
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moliſhed, and the Country depopulated ; in order 
to preſerve a Face of Chriſtiamty, it was neceſſary 
to unite ſmall Vicarages, ſufficient to make a tole- 
rable Maintenance for a Miniſter. The Profit of 
Ten or a Dozen of theſe Unions, do ſeldom amount 
to above Eighty or an Hundred Pounds a Year : 
If there be a very few Dignitaries, whoſe Prefer- 
ments are, perhaps, more liable to this Accuſation, 
it is to be ſuppoſed, they may be Favourites of the 
Time, or Perſons of ſuperior Merit for whom there 
hath ever been ſome Indulgence in all Govern- 
ments. | | 

As to Non-Reſidence, I believe there is no Chri- 
ſtian Country upon Earth, where the Clergy have 
leſs to anſwer for upon that Article. I am confi- 
dent there are not ten Clergymen in the Kingdom, 
who, properly ſpeaking, can be termed Non-Re- 
ſidents: For ſurely, we are not to reckon in that 
Number, thoſe who, for want of Glebes, are 
forced to retire to the neareſt neighbouring Village 
for a Cabbin to put their Heads in; the leading 
Man of the Pariſh, when he makes. the greateſt Cla- 
mour, being leaſt diſpoſed to accommodate the Mi- 
viſter with an Acre of Ground. And, indeed, conſi- 
dering the Difficulties the Clergy lie under upon this 
Head, it hath been frequent Matter of Wonder to 
Me, how they are able to perform that Part of thejr 
Duty ſo well as they do. | 

THERE is a“ noble Author, who hath lately ad- 
dreſſed to the Houſe of Commons, an excellent Diſ- 
courſe for the Encouragement of Agriculture; full of 
moſt uſeful Hints, which I hope, that honourable 
ASSEMBLY will conſider as they deſerve, I am 

| | "ES not 
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not a Stranger to his Lordſhip ; and, excepting in 
what relates to the Church, there are few Perſons 
with whoſe Opinions I am better pleaſed to agree; 
and am, therefore, grieved when I find him charg- 
ing the Inconveniencies in the Payment of Tythes 
upon the Clergy and their Proctors. His Lordſhip 
is above conſidering a. very known and vulgar 
Truth, that the meaneſt Farmer hath all Manner 
of Advantages againſt the moſt powerful Clergy- 
men, by whom it is impoſſible he can be wrong- 
ed, although the Miniſter were ever ſo evil diſpoſ- 
ed; the whole Syſtem of teazing, perplexing, and 
defrauding the Proctor, or his Maſter, being as well 
known to every Plowman, as the reaping or ſowing 
of his Corn, and much more artfully practiſed. Be- 
ſides, the leading Man in the Pariſh mult have his 
Tythes at his own Rate, which is hardly ever above 
one Quarter of the Value. And I have heard it 
computed by many skilful Obſervers, whoſe Intereſt 
was not concerned, that the Clergy did not receive, 
throughout the Kingdom, one half of what the Laws 
have made their Due. 

As to his Lordſhip's Diſcontent againſt the 
Biſbops-Courts; I ſhall not interpoſe further than 
in venturing my private Opinion, that the Cler- 
gy would be very glad to recover their juſt Dyes 
by a more Hort, deciſive, and compulſive Method, 
than ſuch a cramped and limited Juriſdiction will 
allow. 

His Lordſhip is not the only Perſon diſpoſed 
to give the Clergy the Honour of being the ſole En- 
couragers of all new Improvements. If Hops, Hemp, 
Flax, and Twenty Things more are to be planted, 
the Clergy, alone, muſt reward the induſtrious Far- 
mer, by Abatement of the Ty;he, What if the 
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Owner of Nine Parts in Ten would pleaſe to abate 
proportionably in his Rent, for every Acre thus 
improved ? Would not a Man juſt dropt from the 
Clouds, upon a full Hearing, judge the Demand 
to be, at leaſt, as reaſonable ?_ 

I BELIEVE no Man will diſpute his Lordſhip's 
Title to his Eſtate 3 nor will I the Jus Divinum 
of Tythes, which he mentions with ſome Emotion, 
I ſuppoſe the Affirmative would be of little Advan- 
tage to the Clergy, for the ſame Reaſon that a 


Maxim in Law hath more Weight in the World, 


than an Article of Faith, And yet I think there 
may be ſuch a Thing as Sacrilege, becauſe it is fre- 
quently mentioned by Greek and Roman Authors, 
as well as deſcribed in Holy Writ. This I am ſure 
of; that his Lordſhip would, at any Time, excuſe 
a Parliament for not concerning itſelf in his Proper- 
ties, without his own Conſent. | 

Tax Obſervations I have made upon his Lord- 
ſhip's Diſcourſe ; have not, I confeſs, been altoge- 
ther proper to my Subject: However, ſince he hath 
been pleaſed therein to offer ſome Propoſals to the 
Houſe of Commons, with .relation to the Clergy, 
I hope, he will excuſe me for differing from him; 
which proceeds from his own Principle, the Deſire 
of defending Liberty and Property, that he hath 
ſo ſtrenuouſly and conſtantly maintained. 

Bur the other Writer openly declares for a Law, 
empowering the Biſhops to ſet Fee-Farms ; and 


ſays, Whoever intimates that they will deny their 


Conſent to ſuch a reaſonable Law, which the whole 
Nation cries for, are Enemies to them and the Church. 
Whether this be his real Opinion, or only a Strain 
of Mirth and Irony, the Matter is not much. 


However, my Sentiments are fo directly contrary 


to 
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to his ; that I think whoever impartially reads and 
conſiders what I have written upon this Argument, 
had either no Regard for the Church eſtabliſhed un- 
der the Hierarchy of Biſhops, or will never con- 
ſent to any Law that ſhall repea], or elude the li- 
miting Clauſe, relating to the real half Value, con- 
tained in the Act of Parliament Decimo Caroli, For 
the Preſervation of the Inheritance, Rights and Profits 
of Lands belonging to the Church, and Perſons Eccle- 
fiaftical ; which was grounded upon Reaſons that 
do ftill, and muſt for ever ſubſiſt. 


October 21, 
1723. 
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TO THE 
Shop-Keepers, Tradeſmen, Farmers, 
Fr... 
Common People of Trelana, 
CONCERNING THE 
BRASS HALF-PENCE 


Coined by One WILLIAM WOOD, 
Hard- Ware-Man. 


"wn a Deſign to have them paſs in this 
KINGDOM. 


Wherein is ſhewn, | 
The Power of his PATENT, the Value of his 
5 HALT-PRENCE, and how far every Perſon may be 


obliged to take the ſame in Payments, and how 
[i to behave himſelf, in Caſe ſuch an Attempt ſhould 
| be made by Woop, or any other Perſon. 

(Very proper to be 8988 in every Family) 


EE: Written in the Tha 1724. 
By M. B. DRAPIER. 
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To the Tradeſmen, Spop-Neepers, Farmers, and 
Country- People in General, of the Kingdom 
of IRELAND. 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymen and Fellow-Subjefts. 


HA I intend now to ſay to you, is, 
FIG next to your Duty to God and the 
Care of your Salvation, of the great- 
s eſt Concern to yourſelves, and your 
Children; your Bread and Cloathing, 
II & $2” and every common Neceſſary of Life 
entirely depend upon it. Therefore I do moſt 
earneſtly exhort you as Men, as Chriſtians, as Pa- 
rents, and as Lovers of your Country, to read this 
Paper with the utmoſt Attention, or get it read 
to you by others ; which, that you may do at the 
leſs Expence, I have ordered the Printer to ſell it at 
the loweſt Rate. "; SERA 
IT is a great Fault among you, that when a 
Perſon writes with no other Intention than 10 do 
Good, you will not be at the Pains to read his Advi- 
ces : One Copy of this Paper may ſerve a Dozen 
of you, which will be leſs than a Farthing a-piece. 
It is your Folly, that you have no common or 


general Intereſt in your View, not even the wiſeſt 


among you; neither do you know or enquire, or 
care whoare your Friends, or who are your Enemies, 
ABOUT 
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ABouT four Years ago, a little Book was writ- 


ten to adviſe all People to wear the * Manufac- 
tures of this our own dear Country : It had no other 


Deſign, faid nothing againſt the King or Parlia- 
men, or any Perſon whatſoever, yet the Poo 


PRINTER was proſecuted two Years with the ut. 


moſt Violence; and even ſome Wtravers them- 


ſelves, for whoſe Sake it was written, being upon the 
Jury, FounD HIM GUILTY. This would be 
enough to diſcourage any Man from endeavouring 


to do good, when you will either neglect him, or 


fly in his Face for his Pains; and when he muſt 
expect only Danger to himſelf, and to be fined and 
impriſoned, perhaps to his Ruin. 

HoweveR, I cannot but warn you once more 


of the manifeſt Deſtruction before your Eyes, if 


you do not behave yourſelves as you ought. 

I wiLL therefore firſt tell you the plain Story of the 
Fact; and then I will lay before you how you 
O ught to act in common Prudence, and according 


to — Laws of your Country. 


THE Fatt is thus; it having been many Years 


ſince Coyyzx HaLr-Pence were laſt coined 
in this Kingdom, they have been for ſome Time 
very ſcarce, and many Counterfeits paſſed about 
under the Name of Rays : Several Applicati- 
ons were made to England, that we might have 


Liberty to Coin New Ones, as in former Times 


we did; but they did not ſucceed. At laſt one 


Mr. Woop, a mean ordinary Man, a Hard Ware 
Dua, Procured a Patent under His Majeſty's 
Broad- 


——ʃ— Ja 
— * — 8 


*Vide aue of the ane bra, nie a Pre fr the 


Us of . — 


bY 


SE FT EM 4 61 


Broad. Seal, to coin 108,0001. in Copper for this 


Kingdom ; which Patent however did not oblige: 


any one here to take them, unleſs they pleaſed. 
= Now you muſt. know, that the Half-pence and 
= Farthings in England paſs for very little more than 
they are worth: And if you ſhould beat them to 


pieces, and ſell them to the Brazier, you would 


EZ not loſe much above a Penny in a Shilling. But, 
Mr. Wood made his Half-pence of ſuch Baſe Metal, 
and fo much ſmaller than the Eugliſb ones, that 
the Brazier would hardly give you above a Penny 
of good Money for a Shilling of his; ſo, that this 
Sum of 108, ooo J. in good Gold and Silver, muſt 
be given for Traſb that will not be worth above 
= Eight or Nine Thouſand Pounds real Value. But, 
this is not the Worſt 4 for Mr. Wood, when he pleaſ- 
eth, may by Stealth ſend over anotber 108,000 I. 
and buy all our Goods for Eleven Paris in Twelve, un- 
der the Value. For Example, if a Hatter ſells a 
= Dozen of Hats for Five Shillings a-piece, which a- 
| mounts to Three Pounds, and receives the Payment 
in Mr, Wood's Coin, he really receives only the Va- 


lue of Five Shillings. eee 
PERHA Ps you will worfler, how ſuch an ordina- 
ry Fellow as this Mr. Wood could have ſo much In- 


| tereſt, as to get his Majeſty's Broad-Seal for ſo 
great a Sum of bad Money, to be ſent to this poor 


Country, and that all the Nobility and Gentry here 


could not obtain the fame Favour, and let us make 


| our own Half-pence as we uſed to do, Now I will 


make that Matter very plain. We are at a great 


Diſtanee from the Kings Court, and have no body 


there to ſollicit for us, although a great Number of | 


| Lords and Squires, whoſe Eſtates are here, and are 


our Country-men, ſpend 


all their Lives and For- 
Vox. IV. Fend Hae 
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tunes there. But this ſame Mr. Wood was able to 
attend conſtantly for his own Intereſt ; he is an 
Engliſhman, and had Great Friends, and it ſeems 
knew very well where to give Money; to thoſe that 
would ſpeak to Others that could ſpeak to the Ning, 

and would tell a Fair Story. And His Majeſty, and 


perhaps the great Lord or Lords who adviſed him, 


might think it was for our Country's Good; and fo, 
as the Lawyers expreſs it, the King was deceived 
in his Grant; which often happens in all Reigns, 
And, I am ſure, if His Majeſty knew that ſuch a 
Patent, if it ſhould take Effect according to the 
Deſire of Mr. Wood, would utterly ruin this King- 
dom, which hath given ſuch great Proofs of its 
Loyalty ; he would immediately recal it, and per- 


haps ſhew his Diſpleaſure to Some Body or Other : 


But a Word io the Wiſe is enough, Moſt of you 
muſt - have heard with what Anger our Honourable 
Houſe of Commons received an Account of this Hood's 


Patent. There were ſeveral Fine Speeches made 


upon it, and plain Proofs, that it was all a Wicked 
Cheat from the Bottom to the Top; and ſeveral ſmart 
Votes were printed, which that ſame Wood had the 
 Affurance to anſwer hkewiſe in Print, and in fo 
confident a Way, as if he were a better Man than 
our whole Parliament put together. 


Tris Wood, as ſoon as his Patent was paſſed, or 


ſoon after, ſends over a great many Barrels of thoſe 
Halfepence, to Cork and other Sea-port Towns, and 


to get them off, offered an Hundred Pounds in his 


Coin for Seventy or Eigbty in Silver: But the Col- 
teftors of the King's Cuſtoms very honeſtly refuſed to 
take them, and ſo did almoſt every body elſe. And 
£ fince the Parliament hath condemned them, and 
dieſired. the Ning, that they might be ſtopped, all 

| the Kingdom do abominate them. WF 


Bor, 
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Bu r, mod is ſtill working under-band to force 
his Half. pence upon us; and if he can by help of 


his Friends in England, prevail fo far as to get an 


Order, that the Commiſſioners and ColleFors of the 


* King's Money ſhall receive them, and that the Ar- 
my is to be paid with them, then he thinks bis York 


ſhall be done. And this is the Difficulty you will 
be under in ſuch a Caſe : For the common Soldier 


when he goes to the Market or Ale-Houſe, will of, 
fer this Money, and if it be refuſed, perhaps he will 
= ſwagger and befor, and threaten to beat the Butcher 
or Ale-wife, or take the Goods by Force, and throw 
them the bad Half-pence. In this, and the like Ca- 


ſes, the Shop-keeper, or Victualler, or any other 


| Tradeſman hath no more to do, than to demand ten 


times the Price of his Goods, if it is to be paid 


in Mood's Money; for Example, Twenty Pence 
of that Money for a Quart of Ale, and ſo in all 


Things elſe, and not part with his Goods till he 


J * 


Fox ſuppoſe you go to an Ale bouſe with that 


baſe Money, and the Landlord gives you a Quart 


for four of thoſe Half-pence, what muſt the Vidtu- 
aller do? His Brewer will not be paid in that Coin, 
or if the Brewer ſhould be ſuch a Fool, the Far- 
ners will not take it from them for their ® Bere, 
| becauſe they are bound by their Leaſes, to pay 


their Rents in good and Lawful Money of Eng- 


land, which this is not, nor of Ireland neither, and 


the Squire their Landlord will never be ſo bewitched 


to take ſuch Trap for his Land; fo, that it muſt 
certainly ftop ſomewhere or other, and where-ever 


it ſtops it is the ſame Thing, and we are all undone, 


of] as Tux 
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„A Sort of Bari in Ireland. 
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Tux common Weight of theſe Half-pence i is be- 
tween four and five to an Ounce; ſuppoſe five, 
then three Shillings and four Pence will weigh a 
Pound, and conſequently Twenty Shillings will weigh 
Six Pounds Butter weight. Now there are many hun- 
dred Farmers who pay two hundred Pounds a Year 
Rent :. Therefore when one of theſe Farmers comes 
with his Halt-Year's Rent, which is One Hundred 
Pound, it will be at leaſt Six Hundred Pound 
Weig ht, which is Three Horſes Load. 

i a Squire hath a mind to come to Town to 
buy Cloaths and Wine and Spices for himſelf and 
Family, or perhaps to wo the Winter here, he 
muſt bring with him five or ſix Horſes loaden 
with Sacks, as the Farmers bring their Corn ; and 
when his Lady comes in her Coach to our Shops 
it muſt be followed by a Car loaded with Mr. 


Wood's Money. And I hope we ſhall have the 


Grace to take it for no more than it is worth. 

TRE ſay, Squire Conolly hath Sixteen Thouſand 
Pounds a Par; now if he ſends for his Rent to 
Town, as it is likely be does, he muſt have Two 
Hundred and Fifty Horſes to bring up his Half-Near's 
Rent, and two or three great Cellers in his Houſe 
for Stowage. But what the Bankers will do 1 
cannot tell, For I am aſſured, that ſome great 
Bankers keep by them Forty Thouſand Pounds in 
ready Caſh to anſwer all Payments, which Sum in 
Mr. Vood's Money, would require Twelve Hundred 
Horſes to carry it. 

Fon my own Part, I am already reſolved what 
to do; I have a pretty good Shop of Iriſb Stuffs 
and Silks, and inftead of taking Mr. Jood's bad 
Copper, I intend to truck with my Neighbours 
the Butchers, and Naters, = Brewers, and the reſt, 


Goods 
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Goodt for Goods, and the little Gold and Silver 1 


have, I will keep by me like my Heart's Blood till 


better Times, or until I am juſt ready to- ſtarve, 


and then I will buy Mr. Wood's Money as my Fa- 
ther did the Braſs Money in King Fames's Time; 


who could buy Ten Pound of it with a Guinea, and 


I hope to get as much for a Piſtole, and ſo purchaſe 


Bread from thoſe who will be ſuch Fools as to fell 
= tm. 55 | 


Tazsz Half-Pence, if they once paſs, will ſoon 


be Counterfeit, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the 


Stuff is ſo Baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will probably 
do the ſame Thing, and fend them over to us to 
pay for our Goods ; and Mr. Wood will never be 


at reſt, but coin on: So, that in ſome Years we ſhall 


have at leaſt five Times 108,000 J. of this Lumber. 
Now the current Money of this Kingdom, is not 
reckoned to be above Four Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds in all; and while there is a Silver Six-pence 
left, theſe Bloodſuckers will never be quiet. 


Wukx once the Kingdom is reduced to ſach a 


Condition, I will tell you what muſt be the End: 


The Gentlemen of Eſtates will all turn off their Tenants 


for want of Payment; becauſe, as I told you before, 


the Tenants are obliged by their Leaſes to pay Szer- 
ling, which is lawful Current Money of England; 
then they will turn their own Farmers, as too many 
f them do already, run all into Sheep: where they 
can, keeping only ſuch other - Catile as are neceſ- 
gary; then they. will be their own Merchants, and 
| ſend their Wooll, and Butter, and Hides, and Linnen 
beyond Sea for ready Money and Vine, and Spices 


and Silks, They will keep only a few miſerable 


Cottagers. The Farmers muſt Rob or Beg, or leave 


their Country. The Shop-keepers in this and every 
other Town muſt Break and Stare: For it is the 
1 | Land- 


— — 


— woo mc <>. 


— = — — n —. — — . EzES \ * 2 N — r 
e CC 1 IIS — x, = mer » \ _—_— 
— PE a — 
—— 4 — mg — — _ 1 — 
a - 4 — 
dong = , — —— . — — 


66 The. DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


Landed- Man that maintains the Merchant, and Shop. 1 


' Keeper, and Handicrafts man. 


Bur when the Squire turns Farmer and Merchay 


himſelf, all the good Money he gets from abroad, [ 


he will hoard up to ſend for England, and keey 
ſome poor Tayler or Weaver, and the like, in his 
own Houſe, who will be glad to get Bread at any 
Rate. ; ro | 1 

I sHovLD never have done, if I were to tell you 


all the Miſeries that we ſhall undergo, if we be ſo : | 
Fooliſh and Wicked as to take this Curſed Coin. I: 


would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put in. 


to One Scale, and this forry Fellow Wood into th 1 
ober: That, Mr. Wood ſhould weigh down thi; 


whole Kingdom, by which England gets above a Mil. 


lion of good Money every Year clear into their 


Pockets + and that is more than the Englih do by 
all the World beſide,  _ G3 

Bur your great Comfort is, that, as his Majeſty" 
Patent doth not oblige you to take this Money, { 
the Laws have not given the Crown a Power of 
forcing the Subjects to take what Money the Kin i 
pleaſeth : For then by the ſame Reaſon, we might 
be bound to take Pebble-ſtones or Cockle-Shells, or 


2 ſtamped Leather for Current Coin; if ever we ſhould 
happen to live under an ill Prince; who might like- 


wiſe by the fame Power make a Guinea paſs for 
Ten Pounds, a Shilling for Twenty Shillings, and 
ſo on; by which he would in a ſhort Time get 
all the Silver and Gold of the Kingdom into his own 


Hands, and leave us nothing but Braſs or Leather, 
or what he pleaſeth. Neither is any Thing rec- 


koned more Cruel or Oppreſſive in the French Govern- 
ment, than their common Practice of calling in all 


their Money after they have ſunk it very low, - 
9 TS CIOS. * hen 
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then coining it a-new at a much higher Value, 


which however, is not the Thouſandth Part fo 
wicked as this abominable Project of Mr. Wood. For 
the French give their Subjects Silver for Silver, and 
Gold for Gold; but this Fellow will not ſo much as 
give us good Braſs or Copper for our Gold and Sil- 
ver, nor even a Twelfth Part of their Worth. 

_ Havine faid this much, I will now go on to 
tell you the Judgments of ſome great Lawyers in 
this Matter; whom I feed on Purpoſe for your 


# Sakes, and got their Opinions under their Hands, 


that I might be ſure I went upon good Grounds. 

A FAMOUS Law-Book, called the Mirrour 
of Juſtice, diſcour/ing of the Charters (or Laws) or- 
dained by our Antient Kings, declares the Law tio be 
as follows : It was ordained that no King of this 


| Realm ſhould Change, or Impair the Money, or 


make any other Money than of Gold or Silver, 
without the Aſſent of all the Counties, that is, as my 
Lord -Coke ſays, * without the Aſſent of Parliament. 

Tx1s Book is very ancient, and of great Au- 
thority for the Time in which it was wrote, and 
with that Character is often quoted by that great 
Lawyer my Lord Coke F. By the Laws of Eng- 
land, ſeveral Metals are divided into Lawful or true 
Metal and unlawful or falſe Metal; the Former 
comprehends Silver or Gold, the Latter all Baſer 
Metals: That the Former is only to paſs in Pay- 
ments, appears by an Act of Parliament & made 
the Twentieth Year of Edward the Firſt, called 
the Statute concerning the paſſing of Pence; which I 


give you here as I got it tranſlated into Engliſh ; for 


F 4 4. Bs 
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ſome of our Laws at that Time, were, as I am told, 
writ in Latin: Whoever in buying or ſelling preſitm, 
to refuſe an Half-penny or Farthing of lawful Money, 
bearing the Stamp, which it ought to have, let bin 
be ſeized on as a Contemner of the King's Majeſty, 
and caſt into Priſon. 

By this Statute, no Perſon is to be reckoned a 
Contemner of the King*s Majeſty, and for that Crime 
to be committed to Priſon ; but he who refuſeth to 
accept the King's Coin made of lawfal Metal; by 
which, as I obſerved before, Silver and Gold only 
are intended. 

THrar, this is the true Conſtruction of the AF, 
appears not only from the plain meaning of the 
Words, but from my Lord Coke's * Obſervation up- 
on it. By this Act (ſays he) it appears, that no 


Subject can be forced to take in Buying or Selling 


or other Payments, any Money made but of lawful 
Metal ; ; that is, of Silver or Gold. 

Fux Law of Ez gland gives the King all Mines 
| of Gold and Silver, 2 not the Mines of other Me- 
zals ; ; the Reaſon of which Prerogative or Power as it 


is given Þ by my Lord Coke, is becauſe Money 
can be made of Cond and Silver; but not of other 


Metals. 

PuRSUANT to this Opinion, Haif-pence and Far- 
things were anciently made of Aver, which is evi- 
dent from the Ack of Parliament of Henry the 
IVth. Chap. 4. whereby it is enacted as follows: 
Item, for the great Scarcity that is at preſent within 
the. Neale of | 


— 


** 2 Hl. 577. t2 Lat. 577. 


land, of Half-pence and Farthings 
| of Silver ; 4 is ; ordained an a that: the Third 
Part 
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is there any Example to the contrary, except on in 
# Davis's Reports; who tells us, that in the 


aa BD T/T4H AG © 
Part of all the Money of Silver Plate which ſpall be 
brought to the Bullion, ball be made into Half-pence 
and Farthings. This ſhews,. that by the Words 
Half-penny and Farthing of Lawful Money in that 


I Statute concerning the paſſing of Pence, is meant a 


ſmall Coin in Half-pence and Farthings of Silver. 


Tus is further manifeſt from the Statute of the 
Z Ninth Year of Edward the IId. Chap. 3. which 


enacts, That no Sterling Half-penny or Farthing be 


= Melten for to make Veſſels, or any other Thing by the 
Goldſmiths, nor others, upon Forfeiture of the Money, 
fo molten (or melted.) 1 


By another Act in this King's Reign, Black- Mo- 
was not to be current in England. And by an 
Act made in the Eleventh Year of his Reign, Chap. 


| 5. Galley-Half-pence were not to paſs: What Kind 
of Coin theſe were I do not know; but I preſume 


they were made of Baſe Metal. And theſe Acts 
were no new Laws, but further Declarations of the 


old Laws relating to the Coin. 33 5 
Tuus the Law ſtands in Relation to Coin. Nor 


me 


of Tyrone's Rebellion, Queen Elizabeth ordered Mo- 
ney of mixt Metal to be coined in the Tower of 


| London, and ſent over hither for Payment of the 


9 


| Davis tells us ſeveral Particulars in this Matter, too 


long here to trouble you with, and that the Privy 
Council of this Kingdom obliged. a Merchant in Eng- 


land to receive this mixt Money, for Goods trant- 


* : 58 
Bur 
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Bur this Proceeding is rejected by all the beſt 
Lawyers, as contrary to Law, the Privy Counci 
here having no ſuch legal Power. And beſides, it 
is to be conſidered that the Queen was then under 
great Difficulties, by a Rebellion in this Kingdom 
aſſiſted from Spain, and whatever is done in great 
Exigencies and dangerous Times, ſhould never be 
an Exam ple to proceed by 1 in Seaſons of Peace and 
 Duietneſs.” 
IVIII now, my dear Friends, to fave you the 
Trouble, ſet before you in ſhort, what the Law 
obligeth you to go and what it doth not cone 
you to. 
 Fixsy, you are obliged to take all Money i in 
Payments which is coined by the King, and is of the 
Engliſh Standard or Weight ; ; Tons it be of 
60 or Silver. 

SxconpLy, you are not obliged to take Feat" 
| hey which is not of Gold or Silver; not only the 
Half-pence or Farthings of England, but of any o- 
ther Country. And it is meerly for Conveniency, or 
Eaſe, that you are content, to take them; becauſe 
the Cuſtom of coining Silver Half<pence and Far- 
things hath long been left off ; 1 ſuppoſe on Account | 
of their being ſubject to be loſt, 

 TrmrrxpLy; much leſs are we obliged to take 
thoſe Vile Hal 4 pence of that ſame Wood, by which 
you muſt 10 almoſt Eleven Pence. 1 1n Levery Shil- 

ling. 

11 my Wend Rand to it One nd 
All : Refuſe this flity Traſh. It is no Treaſon to 
rebel againſt Mr. Mood. His Majeſty in his Patent 

| obligeth no Body to take theſe Half-pence : Our 
gracious Prince hath no ſuch ill Adviſers about him; 
or & he had, yo you ſee the Laws have not left it 2 
the 
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the King's Power, to force us to take any Coin but 
what is lawful, of right Standard, Gold and Silver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

Ax p let me in the next Place apply myſelf pat 
ticularly to you, who are the poorer Sort of T7 
men: Perhaps you may think you will not be fo 
great Loſers as the Rich, if theſe Half pence ſhould 
paſs; becauſe you ſeldom ſee any Silver, & and your 

Cuſtomers come to your Shops or Stalls with nothing 
but Braſs; which you likewiſe find hard to be got. 

| But you may take my Word, whenever this Money 
gains Footing among you, you will be utterly un- 
done. If you carry theſe Half-pence to a Shop for 
Tobacco or Brandy, or any other Thing you want; 
the Shop-keeper will advance his Goods accordi: 
ly, or elſe he muſt break and leave the Rey 
the Door. Do you think, I will ſell you a Yard of 

2 Stuff for Twenty of Mr. Wood's Half- 
| pence ? No, not under Two Hundred at leaſt ; nei- 
ther will I be at the Trouble of counting, but weigh 
them in a Lump, I will tell you one Thing fur- 
ther; that if Mr. Wood's Project ſhould take, it will 
ruin even our Beggars: For when I give a Beggar 
a Half-penny, it will quench his Thirſt, or go a 
good Way to fill his Belly; but the Twelfth Part 
of a Hali-penny will do him no more Service. 
than if . ſhould give him three Pins out of my 
Sleeve. 

IN mort; theſe Half- pence. are like the accurſed 
Thing, which: as the Scripture tells us, the Children 
of Iſrael were forbidden to touch. They will run 
about like the Plague and deſtroy every one who lays 
his Hands upon them. I have heard Scholars talk 
_ of a Man who told the King that he had invented 


"I rr to torment people by putting them into a _ 
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of Braſs with Fire under it: But the Prince: put the 
Projector firſt into his own Brazen Bull to make the 
Experiment. This very much reſembles the Pro- 
ject of Mr. Wood; and the like of this may poſſibly 
be Mr. Wood's Fate; that the Braſs he contrived to 
torment this Ringdom with, may prove his own Tor- 
ment, and his Deſtruction at laſt. 
VN. B. Trex Author of this Paper is informed by 
Perſons, who have made it their Buſineſs to be exact 
in their Obſervations on the true Value of theſe 
Halfpence; that any Perſon may expect to get a 
Quart of Two- penny Ale for Thirty Six of them. 
Io EsIRE that all Families may keep this paper 
carefully by them, to refreſn their Memories, when- 
ever they ſhall have farther Notice of Mr. Wood's 
-Half-pence, or any other the like Impoſture. 
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ALETTER to Mr. HasvinG the Prin- 
ter, upon Occaſion of a Paragraph in his 


News-Paper of Auguſt 1ſt, 1724. relating 
to Mr. Wood's Half-pence. | br 


EN your News-Letter of the firſt In- 

ſtant, there is a Paragraph dated 
from London, Fuly 25th, relating 
to Wood's Half. pence; whereby it 


Leiter to the Shop-keepers, &c. that 
this vile Fellow would never be at Reſt; and that 
the Danger of our Ruin approacheth nearer: And 
therefore the Kingdom requireth zew and freſb 
Warning. However, I take that Paragraph to be 
in a great Meaſure an Impoſition upon the Pub- 
lick; at leaſt I hope ſo, becauſe I am informed, 
that Wood is generally his own News-Writer. I 
cannot but obſerve from that Paragraph, that this 
Publick Enemy of ours, not ſatisfied to ruin us 
with his Traſh, takes every Occaſion to treat this 
Kingdom with the utmoſt Contempt. He repre- 
ſents ſeveral of our Merchants and Traders upon Ex- 
amination before a Committee of Council agreeing, that 
there was the "utmoſt Neceſſity of Copper- Money here, 


before 


is plain, what I foretold in my 
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before his Patent; z ſo that ſeveral Gentlemen haye 
been. forced to Tally with their Workmen, and give 
them bits of Cards, ſealed and ſubſcribed with their 
Names. What then ? If a Phyſician preſcribe to a 
. Patient a Dram of Phyſick, ſhall a Raſcal Apothe- 
cary cram him with 4 Pound, and mix it up with 
Poiſon ? And is not a Landlord's Hand and Seal to 
bis own Labourers a better Security for Five or Ten 
Shillings, than Wood's Braſs ten Times below the 
real Value, can be to the Kingdom for an Hundred 
and Eight Thouſand Pounds. 


Bur who are theſe Merchants and Traders of 


Ireland, that make this Report of the utmoſt Ne- 
ceffity ve are under for Copper-Money ? They are 
only a few Betrayers of their Country, Confede- 
rates with Wood, from whom they are to purchaſe a 
great Quantity of his Coin, perhaps at half the 
Price that we are to take it, 'and vend it among 


us, to the Ruin of the-Publick, and their own pri- 


vate Advantage, Are not theſe excellent Witneſ. 
ſes, upon whoſe Integrity the Fate of a Kingdom 
muſt depend; who are Evidences in their own Cauſe, 
and Sharers in this Work of Iniquity. 

Ir we could have deſerved the Liberty of Coin- 


ing for our ſelves, as we formerly did, (and why 


we have not is every Bodys Wonder as well as 

mine) Ten Thouſand 5 might have been coin- 
ed here in Dublin of only one Fifth below the in- 
trinſick Value, and this Sum, with the Stock of 
Half-pence we then had, would have been ſuffici- 
ent; but Wood, by his Emiſfaries, Enemies to God 
and this Kingdom, hath taken care to buy up as 
many of our old Half-pence as he could; and from 
thence the preſent Want of Change ariſeth z to 
remove Oey 1 Ny 1 r Ys would be, 
to 
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to cure a Scratch on the Finger by cutting off the 
Arm. Bur ſuppoſing there were not one Farthing 


ww”, Change in. the whole Nation, I will maintain, 


that Five and Twenty Thouſand Pounds would be 


a Sum fully ſufficient to anſwer all our Occaſions. 


I am no inconſiderable Shop-keeper in this Town, 


I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my own, and other 


Trades ; with many Gentlemen both of City and 


Country ; and alſo, with great Numbers of Far- 


mers, Cottagers and Labourers; who all agree, that 
Two Shillings in Change for every Family, would 
be more than neceſſary in all Dealings, Now, 


by the largeſt Computation (even before that grie 


vous Diſcouragement of Agriculture, which hath ſo 


much leſſened our Numbers) the Souls in this King- 
dom are computed to be One Million and a half; 
which allowing Six to a Family, makes Two Han. 


dred and Fifty T houſand Families, and conſequent- 
ly, Two Shillings to each Family, will amount on- 
ly to Five and Twenty thouſand Pounds: Where- 
as this Honeſt Liberal Hard-Ware-Man Wood, would 


impoſe upon us above Four Times that Sum. 


Your Paragraph relates further; that Sir Jaac 


Newton reported an Aſſay taken at the Tower, of 
Wood's Metal; by which it appears, that Food bad 
in all reſpets performed his Contract. His Con- 


tract! With whom? Was it with the Parliament 
or People of Ireland? Are not they to be the 


Purchaſers ? But they deteſt, abhor and reject 


it, as Corrupt, Fraudulent, mingled with Dirt 
and Traſh. Upon which he grows angry, goes 


5 Law, and will impoſe his Goods upon us by 
orce. 
Bur your News Letter ſays, that an Aſay was 


made of the Coin. How impudent and inſup- 
portable | 
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portable is this? Y/ood takes Care to coin a Dozen or 
two Half-pence of good Metal, ſends them to the 
Tower, and they are approved, and theſe muſt an- 


ſwer all that he hath already coined, or ſhall coin 


for the future. It is true, indeed, that a Gentleman 
often ſends to my Shop for a Pattern of Stuff; I 
cut it fairly off, and if he likes it, he comes or 
ſends and compares the Pattern with the whole 
Piece, and probably we come to a Bargain. But, if 
I were to buy an hundred Sheep, and the Grazier 


ſhould bring me one + ſingle Weather fat and well 


fleeced by way of Pattern, and expe& the ſame 
Price round for the whole Hundred, without ſuf- 


fering me to ſee them before he was paid, or giv- 


ing me good Security to reſtore my Money for 
thoſe that were Lean, or Shorn, or Scabby ; I would 
be none of his Cuſtomer. I have heard of a Man 
who had a Mind to fell his Houſe, and therefore 
carried a Piece of Brick in his Pocket, which he 
ſhewed as a Pattern to encourage Purchaſers : And 
this is directly the Caſe in Point with Mr.}Y/0od's E//ay. 


THz next Part of the Paragraph contains Mr. 


Wood's voluntary Propoſals for preventing any future 
Obfections or Apprebenſions. 1 . 
His firſt Propoſal is; That, whereas be bath 
already coined ſeventeen thouſand Pounds, and bas 
Copper prepared to make it up forty thouſand Pounds, 
be will be content to coin no more, unleſs the Ex1- 
GENCIES OF TRADE REQUIRE 1T, although his 
Patent empowers bim to coin a far greater Quantity. 
To which, if I were to anfwer, it ſhould be 
thus: Let Mr. Wood and his Crew of Founders 
and Tinkers coin on till there is not an old Ket- 
tle left in the Kingdom: Let them coin old 


Leather 3 Tobacco-pipe Clay, or the Dirt in 


the 


— 


2 
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the Streets, and call their Trumpery by what Name 
they pleaſe from a Guinea to a Farthing ; we are not 
under any Concern to know how he and his Tribe or 
Accomplices think fit to employ themſelves : But 
I hope, and truſt, that we are all to a Man, fully 
determined to have nothing to do with him or his 
Ware. oy 

Tre King hath given him a Patent to coin Half- 
pence, but hath not obliged us to take them: And 
I have already ſhewn in my Letter to the Shop- 
keepers, c. that the Law hath not left it in the 
Power of the Prerogatives to compel the Subject to 
take any Money, beſide Gold and Silver, of the 
Right Sterling and Standard. 

'Woop further propoſeth, (if I underſtand him 
right, for his Expreſſions are dubious) that be will 
not coin above Forty Thouſand Pounds unleſs the Exi- 
gencies of Trade require it: Firſt, I obſerve that this 
Sum of Forty Thouſand Pounds is almoſt double to 
what I proved to be ſufficient for the whole King- 
dom, although we had not one of our old Half-pence 
left, Again, I ask who is to be Judge when 
the Exigencies of Trade require it? Without doubt, 
he means himſelf; for as to us of this poor King- 
dom, who muſt be utterly ruined if his Project 
ſhould ſucceed, we were never Once conſulted till 
the Matter was over ; and he will judge of our 
Exigencies by his own + Neither will theſe be ever 
at an End, till he and his Accomplices will think 
they have enough : And it now appears, that he 
will not be content with all our Gold and Silver, but 
intends to buy up our Goods and Manufactures with 
the ſame Coin. | 5 
IsSRAI I not enter into Examination of the Prices 

for which he now propoſeth to ſell his Half- Pence, 
or what he calls his Copper, by the Pound ; I have 

Vol. IV. G faid 
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ſaid enough of it in my former Letter, and it hath 
| likewiſe been conſidered by others. It is certain, that 
by his own firſt Computation, we were to pay Three 
Shillings for what was intrinſically worth but One, 
although it had been of the true Weight and Stand- 
ard for which he pretended to have contracted ; but 
there is ſo great a Difference both in Weight and 
Badneſs in ſeveral of his Coins, that ſome of them 
have been Nine in Ten below the intrinſick Value, 
and moft of them Six or Seven. 

His laſt Propoſal being of a peculiar Strain and 
Nature, deſerves to be very particularly conſidered, 
both on Account of the Matter and the Style. It 
is as follows. | 2 
- LasTty, in Conſideration of the direful Appre- 
henfions which prevailed in Ireland, that Mr. Wood 
vill by ſuch Coinage drain them of their Gold and 
Silver; he propoſes to take their Manufattures in Eu- 
change; and that no Perſon be obliged to receive more 
than Five-pence Half-penny at one Payment. 
Fi RS r, obſerve this little impudent Hard-ware- 
man turning into Ridicule the diręful Apprehenſions 
f a whole Kingdom, priding himſelf as the Cauſe of 
them, and daring to preſcribe what no King of 
England ever attempted, how far a whole Nation 
ſhall be obliged to take his Braſs Coin, and he hath 
Reaſon to inſult; for ſure there was never an Ex- 
ample in Hiſtory of a great Kingdom kept in Awe 
for above a Year, in daily Dread of utter Deſtructi- 


on; not by a powerful Invader at the Head of 


Twenty Thouſand Men; nor by a Plague or a Fa- 
mine; not by a Tyrannical Prince (for we never 
had one more Gracious) or a corrupt Adminiſtra- 
tion ; but by one ſingle, diminutive, inſignificant 


wer | Bor 
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Bur to go on. To remove our Direful Appre- 
benfions that he will drain us of our Gold and Silver 


by bis Coinage, this little Arbitrary Mock-Monarch 


moſt Graciouſly offers to take our Manufactures in 
Exchange. Are our Iriſh Underſtandings indeed fo 
low in his Opinion ? Is not this the very Miſery 
we complain of? That his curſed Project will put 
us under the Neceſſity of ſelling our Goods for what 
is equal to Nothing. How would ſuch a Propoſal 
ſound from France or Spain, or any other Coun- 
try with which we traffick, if they ſhould offer to 
deal with us only upon this Condition, that we 
ſhould take their Money at Ten Times higher than 
the. intrinſick Value? Doth Mr. Wood think, for 
Inſtance, that we will ſell him a Stone of Wool 
for a parcel of his Counters not worth Six-pence, 
when we can ſend it to England and receive as many 
Shillings in Gold and Silver? Surely there was ne- 
ver heard ſuch a Compound of Impudence, Villainy, 
and Folly. 5 . 5 
Hrs Propoſals conclude with perfect High-Trea- 
ſon, He promiſes that no Perſon ſhall be ohliged to 
receive more than Five-pence Half-penny of his 
Coin in one Payment : By which it is plain, that 


he pretends to oblige every Subject in this Kingdom 


to take ſo much in every Payment, if it be offered: 
Whereas his Patent obliges no Man; nor can the 
Prerogative, by Law, claim ſuch a Power ; as I 
have often obſerved : So, that here Mr. Wood taketh 
upon him the 8 Legiſlature, and an abſolute 
Dominion over the Properties of the whole Na- 
tion. 2 5 | - 
Goop God! who are this Wretch's Adviſers? 


Who are his Supporters, Abettors, Encouragers, or 


Sharers ? Mr. Wood will oblige me to take Five- 


pence Half- penny of his Braſs in every Payment. 
LE G 2 mJ And, 
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And, I will ſhoot Mr. Wood and his Deputies 
through the Head, like High-way Men of Houſe- 
Breakers if they dare to force one Farthing of their 
Coin on me in the Payment of an Hundred Pounds. 


It is no loſs of Honour to ſubmit to the Lion: But 


who, with the Figure of a Man, can think with Pa- 
tience of being devoured alive by a Rat ? He hath 
laid a Tax upon the People of Ireland of ſeventeen 
Shillings at leaſt in the Pound: A Tax, I ſay, not 
only upon Lands, but Intereſt- Money, Goods, Ma- 
nufactures, the Hire of Handicraftſmen, Labourers 
and Servants. Shop-keepers, look to your ſelves, 
mood will oblige and force you to take Five pence 
Half-penny of his Traſh in every Payment ; and 


many of you receive Twenty, Thirty, Forty, Pay. 


ments in one Day ; or elſe you can hardly find 
Bread: And pray conſider, how much that will a- 
mount to in a Year : Twenty Times Five-pence 
Half-penny is Nine Shillings and Two-pence ; 
which is above One Hundred and Sixty Pounds a 
Year : Whereby you will be Loſers of at leaſt One 
Hundred and Forty Pounds by taking your Pay- 
ments in his Money. If any of you be content to 
deal with Mr. Wood on ſuch Conditions, they may: 
But for my own particular; Let his Money periſh 
with bim. If the famous Mr. Hambden rather choſe 
to go to Priſon, than pay a few. Shillings to Kin 

Charles. I. without Authority of Parliament, I will 
rather chuſe to be Hanged than have all my Sub- 


ſtance taxed at Seventeen Shillings in the Pound, at 


the arbitrary Will and Pleaſure of the venerable 
Mr. Wood. 8 5 | 
Tux Paragraph concludes thus. N. B. (that is to 


ſay, Nota Bene, or Mark well) No Evidence appeared 


from Ireland or elſewhere, to prove the Miſchiefs com- 
* | X 25 * . with : 2 Plained 
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plained of, or any Abuſes whatſoever applets in the 
Execution of the ſaid Grant. 

Taz Impudence of this Remark 3 all that 
went before. Firſt, the Houſe of Commons in 
Ireland; which repreſents the whole People of the 
Kingdom: And, Secondly, the Privy Council ad- 
drefſed His Majeſty againſt theſe Half-pence. , V hat 
could be done more to expreſs the univerſal Scaſe 
of the Nation ? If his Copper were Diamonds, and 
the Kingdom were entirely againſt it; would not 
that be ſufficient to reject it? Muſt a Committee of 
the whole Houſe of Commons, and our whole Pri- 


vy Council go over to argue Pro and Con with Mr. 
Mood? To what End did the King give his Pa- 


tent for Coining Half-pence in Jreland ? Was it 


not, becauſe it was repreſented to his Sacred Ma- 
jeſty, that ſuch a Coinage would be of Advantage 
to the Good of this Kingdom and of all his Sub- 


jets here? It is to the Patentee's Peril if his Re- 


preſentation be falſe; and the Execution of his Pa- 
tent be fraudulent and corrupt. Is he ſo wicked 
and fooliſh to think, that his Patent was given 
him to ruin a Million and a Half of People, that 
he might be a Gainer of Three or Fourſcore Thou- 
ſand Pounds to himſelf ? Before he was at the 
Charge of paſſing a Patent, much more of raking 
up ſo much filthy Droſs, and ſtamping it with his 
Majeſty's Image and Superſcription 5 ſhould he not 
firſt in common Senſe, in common Equity, and 


common Manners, have conſulted the principal Par- 


ty concerned; that is to ſay, the People of the 
Kingdom, the Houſe of Lords or Commons, or 
the Privy Council? If any Foreigner ſhould. ask 
us, Whoſe Image and Superſcription there is on Wood's 
Coin; We ſhould be aſhamed to tell him it was 


ai 8. In that great by of Copper Half-pence, 
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which he alledgeth we were, our City ſet up our 
Cæſar's Statue in excellent Copper, at an Expence 
that is equal in Value to Thirty Thouſand Pounds 
of his Coin: And we will not receive his Image 
in worſe Metal. mo” 

I ossERvE many of our People putting a melan- 
choly Caſe on this Subject. It is true, fay they, 
we are all undone if Wood's Half-pence muſt paſs; 
but what ſhall we' do if his Majeſty puts out a 
Proclamation commanding us to take them ? This 
hath been often dinned in my Ears. But I deſire 
my Countrymen to be aſſured that there is nothing in 
it. The King never iſſues out a Proclamation but 
to enjoyn what the Law permits him. He will not 
iſſue out a Proclamation againſt Law : Or if ſuch a 
thing ſhould happen by a Miſtake, we are no more 
obliged to obey it, than to run our Heads into the 
Fire. Beſides, his Majeſty will never command us 
by a Proclamation, what he doth not offer to com- 
mand us in the Patent itſelf There he leaves it to 
our Diſcretion ; ſo, that our Deſtruction muſt be 
intirely owing to our ſelves. Therefore, let no 
Man be afraid of a Proclamation, which will never 


be granted; and if it ſhould, yet upon this Occaſion, 


will be of no Force. The King's Revenues here, 
are near Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds a Tear. 
Can you think his Miniſters will adviſe him to 
take them in Yood's Braſs, which will reduce the 
Value to Fifty Thouſand Pounds. England gets a 
Million ſterl. by this Nation; which, if this Pro- 
ject goes on, will be almoſt reduced to nothing: 
And do you think thoſe who live in England upon 
Iriſh Eſtates, will be content to take an Eighth or 
a Tenth Part, by being paid in Wood's Droſs. 
Ir Wood and his Confederates were not convin- 
ced of our Stupidity, they never would have at- 
5 tempted 
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tempted ſo audacious an Enterprize. He now ſees 
a Spirit hath been raiſed againſt him, and he only 
watcheth till it begins to flag; he goes about 
watching when to devour us. He hopes, we ſhall 
be weary of contending with him; and at laſt out 
of Ignorance, or Fear, or of. being perfectly tired 
with Oppoſition, we ſhall be forced to yield.. And, 
therefore, I confeſs, it is my chief Endeavour to 


keep up your Spirits and Reſentments. If I tell 


you there is a Precipice under you, and that if you 
go forwards you will certainly break your Necks : If 
I point to it before your Eyes, muſt I be at the 
Trouble of repeating it every Morning ? Are our 
People's Hearts waxed groſs ? Are their Ears dull 
of hearing, and have they cloſed their Eyes? I fear 
there are ſome few Vipers among us, who, for Ten 
or. Twenty Pounds Gain would ſell their Souls and 
their Country ; although at laſt it would end in 
their own Ruin as well as ours: Be not like the 
deaf Adder, who refuſeth to hear the Voice of the Char- 
mer, charm he never ſo wiſely. 1 

. ALTHOUGH my Letter be directed to you, Mr. 
Harding, yet I intend it for all my Countrymen. 
I have no Intereſt in this Affair, but what is com- 


mon to the Publick: I can live better than many 


others: J have ſome Gold and Silver by me, and 


a Shop well furniſned; and ſhall be able to make 


a Shift, when many of my betters are ſtarving. But 
I am grieved to fee the Coldneſs and Indifference 
of many-People with whom I diſcourſe. Some are 
afraid of a Proclamation ; others ſhrug up their 
Shoulders, and cry, What would you have us to 
do? Some give out, there is no danger at all: O- 
thers are comforted that it will be a common Cala- 
mity, and they ſhall fare no worſe than their Neigh- 
bours. Will a Mn, hears Midnight-Robbers 
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at his Door, get out of Bed, and raiſe his Family 
for a common Defence; and ſhall a whole King- 
dom lie in a Lethargy, while Mr. Wood comes at 
the Head of his Confederates to rob them of all 
they have, to ruin us and our Poſterity for ever? 
If an Highwayman meets you on the Road, you 
ive him your Money to ſave your Life; but, 
Jod be thanked, Mr. Wood cannot touch a Hair 
of your Heads. You have all the Laws of God 
and Man on your Side. When he, or his Accom- 
plices, offer you his Droſs, it is but ſaying No, 
and you are ſafe. If a mad Man ſhould come to 
my Shop with a handful of Dirt raked out of the 
Kennel, and offer it in Payment for ten Yards 
of Stuff, I would pity or laugh at him; or, if 
his Behaviour deſerved it, kick him out of my 
Doors. And, if Mr. Food comes to demand any 
Gold or Silver, or Commodities for which I have 
pad my Gold and Silver, in Exchange for his 
raſh, can he deſerve or expect better Treatment? 
Wu the evil Day is come, (if it muſt come) 
let us mark and obſerve thoſe who preſume to of- 
fer theſe Half-pence in Payment. Let their Names 
and Trades, and Places of Abode, be made pub- 
lick, that every one may be aware of them, as 
Betrayers of their Country, and Confederates with 
Mr. Wood. Let them be watched at Markets and 
Fairs : And let the firſt honeſt Diſcoverer give the 
Word about, that Food's Half-pence have been 
offered! and caution the poor innocent People not 
to receive them. VP 
P ERRH APS I have too tedious; but there 
would never be an End, if I attempt to fay all 
that this melancholy Subject will bear. I will con- 
clude with humbly offering one Propoſal ; which 
if it were put in Practice would blow up this de- 
| oy ſtructive 


,. ß. 


do unanimouſly reſolve, and declare, that we will 
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ſtructive Project at once. Let ſome skilful judi- 


cious Pen draw up an Advertiſement to the following 
Purpoſe. That, 

Whereas one William Wood, Hard-ware-man, 
now or lately ſojourning in the City of London, bath, 


' by many Miſrepreſentations, procured a Patent for 


coining an Hundred and Eight Thouſand Pounds in 
Copper Half-pence for this Kingdom ; which is a Sum 
five times greater than our Occaſions require. And 
whereas it is notorious, that: the ſaid Wood bath 
coined his Half-pence of ſuch baſe Metal, and falſe 
Weight, that they are, at leaſt, ſix Parts in ſeven 
below the real Value. And, whereas, we have Rea- 
fon to apprebend, that the ſaid Wood may, at any 
time bereafter, clandeſtinely coin as many more Half- 
pence as be pleaſes. And, whereas, the ſaid Patent 
neither doth, nor can oblige his Majeſty's Subjects, 
to receive the ſaid Half-pence in any Payment, but 
leaves it to their voluntary Choice ;, becauſe, by Law, 
the Subject cannot be obliged to take any Money, ex- 
cept Gold or Silver. And, whereas, contrary to 
the Letier and Meaning of the ſaid Patent, the ſaid 
Wood hath declared, that every Perſon ſhall be o- 
bliged to take Five-pence Half-penny of his Coin in 
every Payment. - And, whereas, the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and Privy-Council, have ſeverally addreſſed 
his moſt ſacred Majeſty, repreſenting the ill Conſe- 
_ which the ſaid Coinage may have upon this 

ngdom. And laſtly, whereas it is univerſally a- 
greed, that the whole Nation to a Man, (except Mr. 
Wood and his Confederates) are in the uimaſt Ap- 
prebenſions of the ruinous Conſequences that muſt fol- 


| low from the ſaid Coinage. Therefore we, whoſe 


Names are underwritten, being Perſons of conſidera- 
ble Eftates in this Kingdom, and Reſiders therein, 


/ 


never 
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never reoeive one Farthing, or Half-penny of the ſaid 
Wood's coining; and that we will direct all our 
Tenants to refuſe the ſaid Coin from any Perſon 
zobatſoever ; of which, that they may not be ig no- 
rant, we have ſent them a Copy ef this Advertiſe- 
ment, 10 be read to them by our Stewards, Recei- 
vers, &c. | | ; 

I coup wiſh, that a Paper of this Nature might 
be drawn up, and ſigned by two or three Hun- 
dred principal Gentlemen of this Kingdom ; and 
printed Copies thereof ſent to their ſeveral Te- 
nants, I am deceived, if any thing could ſooner 
defeat this execrable Deſign of Wood and his Accom- 
plices : This would immediately give the Alarm, 
and ſet the: Kingdom on their Guard: This would 
give Courage to the meaneſt Tenant and Cottager. 
How long, O Lord, righteous and true. 
I Mus tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, 
that you are much to blame. Several hundred Per- 
ſons have enquired at your Houſe, for my Leiter 
to the — &c. and you had none to ſell 
them. Pray keep your ſelf provided with that Let- 
ter, and with this ; you have got very well by the 
former ; but I did not then write for your Sake, any 
more than I do now. Pray advertiſe both in eve- 
ry News-Paper ; and let it not be your Fault or 
mine if our Cauntrymen will not take Warning, 
I defire you likewiſe, to ſell them as cheap as you 


4 am your Servant, - "I 
M, 0 


Aug. 4. 1724. 


Some 
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Some Obſervations upon a Paper, called, The 
Report of the Committee of the Moſt Honou- 
rable the Privy Council in England, relating 
to Wood's Half-pence. * 2 


To the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom of 


III A b. 


A VIN & already written Two Let- 

ters to People of my own Level and 
Condition: And having now very 
preſſing Occaſion for writing a 
Third: I thought I could not more 
— properly addreſs it than to your 
Lordſbips and Worſhips. 

Trax Occaſion is this, A printed Paper was 
ſent to me on the 18th Inſtant, entitled, A Re- 
port of the Committee of the Lord's of his Majeſty's 
Moſt Honourable Privy-Council in England, rela- 
ting to Mr. Wood's Half-pence and Farthings. Thęre 
is no mention made where the Paper was printed; 
but I ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin: And I 
have been told, that the Copy did not come over 
in the Gazette, but in the London Fournal, or ſome 
other Print of no Authority or Conſequence : And 


for any thing that legally appears to the contrary, 
it 


Om N 
e 
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it may be a Contrivance to Fright us; or a Proje 
of ſome Printer, who hath a Mind to make a Pen- 
ny by publiſhing ſomething upon a Subject, which 
now employs all our Thoughts in this Kingdom. 
Mr. Wood in publiſhing this Paper would infinuate 
to the World, as if the Committee had a greater 


_ Concern for his Credit and private Emolument, 


than for the Honour of the Privy- Council and both 
Houſes of Parliament here, and for the Quiet and 

Welfare of this whole Kingdom: For it ſeems in- 
tended as a Vindication of Mr. Wood, nor with- 


out ſeveral ſevere Reflections on the Houſes of Lords 
and Commons of Ireland. 


Taz whole is indeed written with the Turn 
and Air of a Pamphlet; as if it were a Diſpute 
between William Hood on the one Part; and the 
Lords Fuſtices, Privy-Council, and Both Houſes of 
Parliament on the other ; The Deſign of it being 
to clear William Wood, and to charge the other Side 
you caſting Raſh and Groundleſs A ſperſions upon 

m. 

Bur if it be really what the Title imports ; 
Mr. Wood hath treated the Committee with great 
Rudeneſs, by publiſhing an Act of Theirs in ſo un- 
becoming a Manner, without their Leave, and be- 
fore it was communicated to the Government and 
Priuy-· Council of Ireland ; to whom the Committee 


adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted. But, with 


all Difference be it ſpoken, I do hot conceive that 
the Report of a Committee of the Council in Eng- 
lafd, is bitherto a Law in either Kingdom ; and un- 
fil any point is determined to be a Law, it remains 

diſputable by every Subject. | 
Tunis (may it pleaſe your Lordſhips and 2 
foips) may ſeem a ſtrange Way of diſcourſing in 
an ne * 1 have endeavoured (al- 
though 
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though without the help of Books) to improve 
the ſmall Portion of Reaſon, which Gop hath 
pleaſed to give me; and when Reaſon plainly appears 
before me, I cannot turn away my Head from it. 
Thus, for Inſtance; if any Lawyer ſhould tell me, 
that ſuch a Point were Law, from which man 
groſs, palpable Abſurdities muſt follow ; I would 
not, I could not believe him. If Sir Edward Coke 
ſhould poſitively affert, (which he no where doth, 
but the direct contrary) that a limited Prince could 
by his Prerogative, oblige his Subjects to take half 
an Ounce of Lead, ſtamped with his Image, for 
Twenty Shillings in Gold, I ſhould ſwear he was 
deceived, or a Decetver ; becauſe a Power like that 
would leave the whole Lives and Fortunes of the 
People, entirely at the Mercy of the Monarch : 
Yet this, in Effect, is what Wood hath advanced in 
ſome of his Papers; and what ſuſpicious People 
may poſſibly apprehend from ſome Paſſages in that 
which is called the Report. COR 
Tur Paper mentions ſuch Perſons to have been 
examined, who were deſirous and willing to be heard 
upon this Subject. I am told, they were four in all, 
Coleby, B——, Mr. Finley the Banker, and one 
more, whoſe Name I know not. The firſt of 
theſe was tried for robbing the Treaſury in Ireland; 
and although he was acquitted for want of legal 
Proof, yet every Perſon in the Court believed him 
to be guilty. LN | 
Bur, ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention 
articular Perſons ; it may be ſome Satisfaction to 
DR who is this Wood himſelf that has the Honour 
to have a whole Kingdom at his Mercy, for almoſt 
two Years together. I find he is in the Patent, 
entitled, Eq; although he were underſtood to be 
only a Hard-ware-man ; and fo I have been bold to 
N : call 


\ 
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call him in my former Letters: However, a a *Squire 
he 1s, not only by Virtue of his Patent, but by 
having been a Collector in Shropſhire ; where pre- 
tending to have been robbed, and ſuing the Coun- 
ty, he was caſt, and for the Infamy of the Fact, 
loſt his Employment. 

I Have heard another story of this Squire 
Mood, from a very honourable Lady, that one 
Hamilton told her. Hamilton was ſent for ſix 
Years ago, by Sir Jſaac Newton, to try the Coi- 
nage of four Men, who then ſollicited a Patent 
for coining Half-pence for Ireland; their Names 
were Wood, Coſtor, Elliſtun, and Parker. Parker 
made the faireſt Offer, and Wood the worſt; for 
his Coin were three Half-pence in a Pound weight 
leſs Value than the other. By which it is plain with 
what Intentions he ſollicited this Patent; but not ſo 
plain how he obtained it. 

Ir is alledged in the ſaid Paper called the Re- 
Port, that upon repeated Orders from a Secretary 
of State, for ſending over ſuch Papers and Wit- 
neſſes, as ſhould be thought proper to ſupport the 
- Objeftions made againſt the Patent (by both Houſes 
of Parliament ; ) the Lord- Lieutenant repreſented, 
The great Difficulty be found himſelf in, to comply 
with theſe Orders, That ſome of the principal Mem- 
bers of both Houſes, who were in the King's Service or 
Council, would take upon them to adviſe how any 
material Perſon or Papers might be ſent over upon 
this Occaſion, &c. And this is often repeated and 
repreſented as a Proceeding that ſeems very Extraor- 
dinary; and that in a Matter which had raiſed ſo 
great a Clamour in Ireland, no one Perſon could be 
prevailed upon to come over from Ireland, in ſupport 
of the united Senſe of both Houſes of Parliament in 
Ireland; epecially, » that the nw Difficulty ſhould 


ariſe 
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arge from a general Apprebenſion of a Miſcarriage, 


in an Enquiry before his Majeſty, or in à Proceeding 
by due Courſe of Law, in a Caſe where both Houſes 
of Parliament bad declared themſelves ſo fully convin- 
ced, and ſatisfied upon Evidence, and Examinations 
taken in the moſt ſolemn Manner. = 
How ſhall I a poor. ignorant Shop-keeper, ut- 
terly unskilled in Law, be able to anſwer ſo weigh- 
ty an Objection ? I will try what can be done by 
plain Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Art, Cunning or Elo- 
quence, 


In my humble Opinion, the Committee of 


Council hath already prejudiced the whole Caſe, 


by calling the united Senſe of both Houſes of Par- 
liament in Ireland, an univerſal Clamour. Here the 
Addreſſes of the Lords and Commons of Ireland, 
againſt a ruinous deſtructive Project of an obſcure, 
ſingle Undertaker, is called a Clamour. I deſire to 
know how ſuch a Style would be reſented in Eng- 
land, from a Committee of Council there to a Par- 
liament; and how many Impeachments would fol- 
low upon it. But ſuppoſing the Appellation to be 


proper, I never heard of a wiſe Miniſter who diſ- 


piſed the univerſal Clamour of a People: and, if that 
Clamour can be quieted by diſappointing the frau- 
dulent Practice of a fingle Perſon, the Purchaſe is 
not exorbitant, PT 5 

Bur, in anſwer to this Objection. Firſt, it is 
manifeſt, that if this Coinage had been in Jre- 
land, with ſuch Limitations as have been former- 


ly ſpecified in other Patents, and granted to Perſons 


of this Kingdom, or even of England, able to 


give ſufficient Security ; few of no Inconvenien- 
cies could have happened, which might not have 
been immediately remedied, As to Mr., Knox's: 


Patent, mentioned in the Report, Security was 


given 
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given into the Exchequer, that the Patentee ſhould, 
upon alt Demands be obliged to receive his Half. 
pence back, and pay Gold or Silver in Exchange 
for. them, Apd Mr. Moor (to whom, I ſuppoſe, 
that Patent was made over) was, in 1694, forced 
to leave off coining before the End of that Year, 
by the great Crouds of People continually offering 
to return his Coinage upon him. In 1698, he 
_ coined again, and was forced to give over for the 
fame Reaſon. This entirely alters the Caſe ; for 
there is no ſuch Condition in Wood's Patent; which 
Condition was worth a Hundred Times all other 
Limitations whatſoever. 

Pour the Caſe, that the two | Houſes of Lords 
and mmons of England, and the Privy- Council 
there, ſhould addreſs his Majeſty to recal a Patent, 

from whence they apprehend the moſt ruinous 
Conſequences to the whole Kingdom : And to make 
it ſtronger, if poſlible, that the whole N ation, al- 

moſt to a Man, ſhould thereupon diſcover the 
moſt diſmal Apprebenfions (as Mr. Wood Styles the m;) 
would his Majeſty debate half an Hour what he 
had to do? Would any Miniſter dare adviſe him 
againſt recalling ſuch a Patent ? Or would the Mat- 
ter be referred to the Privy-Council, or to Weſt- 

minſter-Hall; the two Houſes of Parliament, Plain- 
_ tifts, and Wi liam Wood, Defendant? And 1s there 
_ the ſmalleſt Difference between the two Ca- 
es? 

Wenk not the People of Ireland born as free 
as thoſe of England? How have they forfeited 
their Freedom ? Is not their Parliament as fair a 
Repreſentative of the People, as that of England ? 
And hath not their Privy-Council as great, or 
a, greater Share in the. Adminiſtration of pub- 
lick Affairs? Are they not Subjects of the ſame 

King ? 
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King ? Doth not the ſame Sun ſhine over them? 
And have they not the ſame God for their Pro- 
tetor ? Am I a Freeman in England, and doT 
become a Slave in fix Hours, by croſſing the 
Channel? No wonder then, if the boldeſt Perſons 
were cautious to interpoſe in a Matter already de- 
termined by the whole Voice of the Nation ; or to 
preſu me to repreſent the Repreſentatives of the 
Kingdom; and were juſtly apprehenſive of meeting 


| ſuch a Treatment as they would deſerve, at the 


next Seſſion. It would ſeem very extraordina- 
ry, if an inferior Court in England ſhould take a 
Matter out of the Hands of the High Court of 
Parliament during a Prorogation, and decide it a- 
gainſt the Opinion of both Houſes. 


Ir happens, however, that although no Perſons 


were ſo bold, as to go over as Evidences, to prove 
the Truth of the ObjeEtions made againſt this Pa- 


tent by the. High Court of Parliament here; yet 


theſe Objections ſtand good, notwithſtanding the 
Anſwers made by Mr. Wood and his Council. 

Tux Report ſays, that upon an Aſſay made of the 
Fineneſs, Weight and Value of this Copper, it ex- 
ceeded in every Article. This is poſſible enough, in 


the Pieces upon which the Aſay was made 3 but 
Mood muſt have failed very much in Point of D 


terity, if he had not taken Care to provide a ſuf- 
ficient Quantity of ſuch Half-pence as would bear 
the Tryal; which he was well able to do, although 
they were taken out of ſeveral Parcels : Since it is 
now plain, that the Biaſs of favour hath been whol- 
ly on his Side. 

Bur what need is there of diſputing; when 
we have a poſitive Demonſtration of Word's frau- 
dulent Practices in this Point, 1 have ſeen a 

Vor. FW large 
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large Quantity of theſe Half-pence weighed by a 
* N Perſon, which were of four different 
Kinds, three of them conſiderably under Weight, 
I have now before me, an exact Computation of 
the difference of Weight between theſe four Sorts ; 
by which it appears, that the fourth Sort, or the 
lighteſt, differs from the firſt to a Degree; that in 
the Coinage of Three Hundred and Sixty Tung 
of Copper, the Patentee will be a Gainer, only 
by that Difference, of Twenty Four Thouſand 
Four Hundred and Ninety Four Pounds ; and, 
in the whole, the Publick will be a Loſer of 
Eighty Two Thouſand One Hundred and Sixty 
Eight Pounds, Sixteen lng, even ſuppoſing 
the Metal, in Point of Goodneſs, to anſwer Wood's 
Contract, and the Aſay that hath been made; which 
it infallibly doth not. For, this Point hath like- 
wiſe been enquired into by very experienced Men ; 
who upon ſeveral Tryals on many of thoſe Half. 
2 have found them to be at leaſt on fourth 

art below the real Value (not including the Raps 
or Counterfeits that he or his Accomplices have 
already made of his own Coin, and ſcattered about:) 
Now the Coinage of Three Hundred and Sixty 
Tun of Copper coined by the Weight of the 
Fourth, or lighteſt . Sort of his Half-pence, will 
amount to One Hundred Twenty Two Thouſand 
Four Hundred Eighty Eight Pounds, Sixteen 
 Shillings ; and if we ſubſtract a fourth Part of 

the real Value by the Baſe Mixture in the Metal, 
we muſt add to the publick Loſs one Fourth Part, 
to be ſubſtracted from the intrinſick Value of the 
Copper; which in Three Hundred and Sixty 
Tuns, amounts to Ten Thouſand and Eighty 
Pounds ; and this added to the former. Sum of 
ONT Fs Eighty 
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Ei ghty Two Thouſand One Hundred Sixty Ei ght 
Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, will make in all, Nine. 
ty Two Thouſand Two Hundred Forty Eight 
Pounds Loſs to the Publick ; beſides the Raps or 
Counterfeits, that he may at any Time hereaiter 
think fit to coin : Nor do I know whether he 
reckons the Droſs Excluſive or Incluſive with his 
Three Hundred and Sixty Tun of Copper ; which 
however will make a conſiderable Difference in the 
Account. 
Tou will here oh to obſerve, That the Pro- 
fit allowed to Wood by the Patent, is T welve-pence 
out of every Pound of Copper, valued at 1 5. 64. 
whereas 5d. only is allowed. for Coinage of a Pound 
Weight for the Engliſb Half. pence; and this Dif- 
ference is almoſt 25 per Cent. which is double to 
the higheſt Exchange of Money, even under all 
the additional Preſſures, and Obſtructions to Trade, 
that this unhappy Kingdom lies at preſent, This 
one Circumſtance in the Coinage of Three Hun- 
dred and Sixty Tun of Copper, maketh a Diffe- 
rence of Twenty Seven Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Twenty Pounds between Engii/b and Iriſb Half- 
N85 even allowing thoſe of Food to be all of the 
eavieſt Sort. 
IT is likewiſe to be conſidered, that fog every 
Half-penny in a Pound Weight, exceeding the 
| Number E by the Patent, Wood will be a 
Gainer in the Coinage of Three Hundred and Sixty. 
Tun of Copper, Sixteen Hundred and Eighty-.. 
Pounds Profit, more than the Patent allows him ; 
out of which he may afford to make his C omptrol- 
lers eaſy upon that Article, | 
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As to what is alledged, that. theſe Half-pence far 
exceed the like Coinage for Ireland in the Reigns of 
his Majeſty's Predeceſſors : There cannot well be a 
more exceptionable Way of arguing, although the 
Fact were true; which, however, is altogether mi- 
ſtaken; not by any Fault in the Committee, but 
by the Fraud and Impoſition of Wood, who cer- 
tainly produced the worſt Patterns he could find; 
ſuch as were coined in ſmall Numbers by Permiſſi- 
ons to private Men, as Butchers Half-pence, Black- 
Dogs, and the like; or perhaps, the ſmalleſt St. Pa- 
 zrick's Coin which paſſeth now for a Farthing ; or 
at beſt, ſome of the ſmalleſt Raps of the lateſt Kind. 
For I have now by me ſome Half-pence coined in 
the Year 1680, by Vertue of the Patent granted 
to my Lord Dartmouth, which was renewed to 
Knox ; and they are heavier by a ninth Part, than 
thoſe of Wood, and in much better Metal: And the 
great St. Patrick's Half. penny, is yet larger than 
either. „ CEE NI 8 
Bur what is all this to the preſent Debate? If, 
under the various Exigencies of former Times, by 
Wars, Rebellions, and Inſurrections, the Kings of 
England were ſometimes forced to pay their Armies 
here with mixt or baſe Money; God forbid that 
the Neceſſities of turbulent Times, ſhould be a 
Precedent for Times of Peace, and Order, and Set- 
tlement. =, P 
I the Patent above-mentioned, granted to Lord 
Dartmouth, in the Reign of King Charles the IId, 
and renewed to Nox, the Securities given into the 
_ Exchequer, obliging the Patentee to receive his Mo- 
ney back upon every Demand, were an effectual 
Remedy againſt all Inconveniencies : And the Cop- 
per was coined in our own Kingdom; ſo that we 
| were 
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were in no Danger to purchaſe it with the Loſs of 
all our Silver and Gold carried over to another; 
nor- be at the Trouble of going to England for the 
redreſſing of any Abuſe. | 

Tnar the Kings of England have exerciſe 
their Prerogative of coining Copper for Ireland and 
for England, is not the preſent Queſtion : But (to 
ſpeak in the Style of the Report) it would ſeem a 


little extraordinary; ſuppoſing a King ſhould think 


fit to exerciſe his Prerogative by coining Copper in 
Ireland, to be current in England, without refer- 

ring it to his Officers in that Kingdom, to be in- 
formed. whether the Grant were reaſonable, and 
whether the People deſired it or no, and without 
regard to the Addreſſes of his Parliament againſt it. 
God forbid, that ſo mean a Man as I ſhould med- 
dle with the King's Prerogative : But I have heard 
very wiſe Men fay, that the King's Prerogative 
is bounded and limited by the Good and Welfare 
of his People. I deſire to know, whether it be not 
underſtood and avowed, that the Good of Ireland 


was intended by this Patent. But Ireland is not 
conſulted at all in the Matter, and as ſoon as Ire- 
land is informed of it, they declare againſt it ; the 
Two Houſes of Parliament, and the Privy-Council, 
addreſs his Majeſty upon the Miſchiefs appre- 


hended by ſuch a Patent, The Privy-Council in 


England take the Matter out of the Parliament's 
Cognizance: The Good of the Kingdom is dropt; 


and it is now determined, that Mr. Vood ſhall have 
the Power of ruining a whole Nation for his private 


Advantage. 


I nzvgs can ſuppoſe, that ſuch Patents as theſe, 


were originally granted, with the View of being 


a * for the Intereſt of a particular Perſon, to the 
H 3 Damage 
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Patent, Conceived he was doing an Act of Grace to 


mong US the leaſt Attempt towards an Inſurrecti- 
on in favour of the Pretender. Therefore, what - 
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Damage of the Publick. Whatever Profit muſt 
ariſe to the Patentee, was ſurely meant at beſt but 
as a ſecondary Motive; and ſince ſome Body muſt 
be a Gainer, the Choice of the Perſon was made 
either by Favour, or /omething elſe, or by the Pre- 
tence of Merit and Honeſty ; This Argument re. 
turns ſo often and ſtrongly into my Head, that 1 
cannot forbear frequently repeating it, Surely His 
Majeſty, when he conſented to the paſſing of this 


his moſt Loyal Subjects of Ireland, without any 
Regard to Mr. Wood, farther than as an Inſtrument : 
But the People of Ireland think this Patent (in- 
tended No Doubt for their Good) to be a moſt in- 
tolerable Grievance ; and therefore Mr. Hood can 
never ſucceed without an open Avowal that his 
Profit is preferred, not only before the Intereſts, 
but the very Safety and Being of a great Kingdom ; 
and a Kingdom diſtinguiſhed for its Loyalty, per- 
haps above all others upon Earth : Not turned from 
its Duty by the Juriſdiction of the Houſe of Lords 
aboliſhed at a Strote; by the Hardſhips of the Act of 
Navigation newly enforced ; by all poſſible Obſtrufions 
in Trade; and by an hundred other Inſtances, e- 
nough to fill this Paper: Nor was there ever a- 


ever Juſtice a free People can claim, we have at leaſt 
an Equal Title to it with our Brethren in England; 
and whatever Grace a good Prince can beſtow on 
the moſt Loyal 1 we have Reaſon to expect 
it: Neither has this Kingdom any Way deſerved 
to be ſacrificed to one Single, Rapacious, Obſcure, Ig- 


o | 
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Anon other Clauſes mentioned in this Patents 
to ſhew how advantageous it is to Ireland, there 
is one which ſeems to be of a Singular Nature : That 
the Patentee ſhall be obliged during his Term, 10 
pay Eight Hundred Pounds a Year to the Crown, and 
Two Hundred Pounds a Year to the Comptroller. 1 
have heard indeed, that the King's Council do al- 
ways conſider, in the paſſing of a Patent, whether 
it will be of Advantage tothe Crown; but I have 
likewiſe heard, that it is .at the ſame Time confi- 
dered, whether paſſing of it may be injurious to a- 
ny other Perſons or Bodies Politick : However, al- 
though the Attorney and -Scllicitor be Servants to 
the King, and therefore bound to conſult his Ma- 
jeſty's Intereſt ; yet, I am under ſome Doubt, whe- 
ther Eight Hundred Pounds a Year ta the Crown, 
would be equivalent to the Ruin of a Kingdom: 

It would be far better for us to have paid Eight 
Thouſand Pounds a Year into his Majeſty's Cof- 
fers, in the midſt of all our Taxes (which in Pro- 
portion, are greater in this Kingdom, than ever 
they were in England, even during the War) than 
purchaſe ſuch an Addition to the Revenue, at the 
Price of our utter Undoing. = 

Bur here it is plain, that Fourteen Thouſand 

Pounds are to be paid by Mr. Wood, only as a 
Small Circumſtantial Charge for the Purchaſe of his 
Patent: What were his other Viſible Cofts I know 
not; and what were his Latent, is variouſly, con- 
jectured: But he muſt be ſurely a Man of ſome 
wonderful Merit. Hath he ſaved any other King- 
dom at his own Expence, to give him a Title of 
Reimburſing himſelf by the Deſtruction of ours? 
HFath he diſcovered the Longitude, or the Univerſal 
Medicine? No; but he hath found out the Philo- 
; | H 4  ſopher”s 
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ſopber's Stone after a new manner, by Debaſing of 
Copper, and reſolving to force it upon us for Gold. 
Wux the Two Houſes repreſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, that this Patent to Wood was obtained in a 
clandiſtine Manner; ſurely the Committe could not 
think the Parliament would inſinuate, that it had 
not paſſed in the common Forms, and run through 
every Office where Fees and Perquiſites were due, 
They knew very well, that Perſons in Places were 
no Enemies to Grants; and that the Officers of 
the Crown could not be kept in the Dark. But 
the * late Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland affirmed it was 
a Secret to him; (and who will doubt of his Va- 
racity, 3 when he ſwore to a Perſon of 
Quality from whom I had it, that Treland ſhould 
never be troubled with theſe Half-pence.) It was 
a Secret to the People of Ireland, who were to be 
the Only Sufferers; and thoſe who beſt knew the 
State of the Kingdom, and were moſt able to adviſe 

in ſuch an Affair, where wholly Strangers to it. 
IT is allowed by the Report, that this - Patent 
was paſſed without the Knowledge of the Chief Go- 
vernor or Officers of Ireland: And it is there ela- 
borately ſhewn, that former Patents have paſſed in 
the ſame manner, and are good in Law. I ſhall not 
diſpute the Legality of Patents, but am ready to 
ſuppoſe it in his Majeſty's Power to grant a Pa- 
tent for ſtamping round Bits of Copper to every 
Subject he hath. Therefore, to lay aſide the Point 
of Law, I would only put the Queſtion ; whether 
in Reaſon and Juſtice it would not have been pro- 
per in an Affair upon which the Welfare of the Ring- 
| | | m 
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ah depends, that the ſaid Kingdom ſhould have re- 
ceived © timely Notice; and the Matter not be 
carried on between the Patentee and the Officers 
of the Crown, who were to be the only Gainers by 
* 
un 8 * in Manon of this Nature 
are the moſt able and faithful Counſellors, did re- 
preſent this Grant to be deſtructive of Trade, and 
dangerous to the Properties of the People: to which 
the © only Anſwer is, That tbe King hath a Prerogative 
to make ſuch a Grant. 
IIx is aſſerted, that in the Patent to Knox, His 
Half-pence are made and declared the Current Coin 
of the Kingdom; whereas in this to Wood, there is 
only a Power given to iſſue them to ſuch as will re- 
ceive them. The Authors of the Report, I think, 
do not affirm, that the King can by Law declare 
any tbing to be current Money by his Letters Pa- 
tents. I dare ſay, they will not affirm it; and if 
Knox's Patent contained in it Powers contrary to 
Law, why is it mentioned as a Precedent in His 
Majeſty's Juſt and Merciful Reign? But, although, 
that Clauſe be not in Wood's Patent, yet poſſibly 
there are others, the Legality whereof may be e- 
qually doubted ; and particularly that, whereby a 
Power is given to William Wood 10 break into Houſes 
in Search of any Coin made in Imitation of his. This 
may perhaps be affirmed to be illegal and dangerous 
to the Liberty of the Subject: Yer, this is a Prece- 
dent taken from Knox's Patent, where the ſame”. 
Power is granted; and is a ftrong Inſtance what 
Uſes may be ſometimes made of Precedents. 
Bur although, before the paſſing of this Parent, 
it was not thought neceſſary to conſult any Per- 
ſons of this Kingdom, or make the leaſt Enquiry 
Wet zer 
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whether Copper Money were wanted among us: 
Yet, now at length, when the Matter is over, when 
the Patent hath long paſſed, when Wood hath al. 
ready coined Seventeen Thouſand Pounds, and 
hath his Tools and Implements prepared to coin 
Six times as much more; the Committee hath been 
pleaſed to make this Affair the Subject of Enqui- 
ry; Hood is permitted to produce his Evidences, 
which conſiſt, as I have already obſerved, of Four 
in Number; whereof Coleby, B „ and Mr. 
Finley the Banker are Three. And theſe were to 
prove that Copper Money was extreamly wanted 
in Ireland. The firſt hath been out of the King- 
dom almoſt Twenty Years from the Time that he 
was tryed for robbing the Treaſury ; and therefore 
his Knowledge and Credibility are equal. 5 
Mx. Finley, one of the other Witneſſes, honeſt- 
ly confeſſed, that he was ignorant whether Ireland 
wanted Copper Money or no; but all his Intenti- 
on was to buy a certain Quantity from Mood at a 
large Diſcount, and fell them as well as he could; 
by which he hoped to get two or three Thouſand 
Pounds for himſelf, 
Bur, ſuppoſe there were not one ſingle Half- 
penny cf Copper Coin in this whole Kingdom ; 
(which Mr. Wood ſeems to intend, unleſs we will 
come to his Terms, as appears by employing his 
Emiſſaries to buy up our old ones, at a Penny in 
the Shilling more than they paſs for) it could not 
be any real Evil to us; although it might be ſome 
Inconveniency. We have many Sorts of ſmall Silver 
Coins to which they are Strangers in England; ſuch 
as the French Three-pences, Four-pence Half-pennies, 
and Eight-pence Farthings, the Scotch Five-pences and 
Ten-pences ; beſides their Twenty-pences and 7 — 
| an 
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and Four-pences, by which we are able to make 
Change, to a Half- penny, of almoſt any Piece of 
Gold or Silver; and, if we were driven to the 
Expedient of a Sealed Card, with the little Gold 
or Silver till remaining; it will, I ſuppoſe, be 
ſomewhat better than. to have nothing left but 
Wood's adulterated Copper; which he is neither o- 
bliged by his Patent, nor HITHERTO able by 
his Eſtate, to make good. 

The Report farther tells us, it muſt be admitted 
that Letters Patents, under the Great Seal of Great- 
Britain, for coining Copper Money for Ireland, are 
legal and obligatory, a juſt and reaſonable Exerciſe of 
bis Majeſty's Royal Prerogative, and in no manner 
derogatory, or invaſive of any Liberty, or Privilege of 
bis Subjects of Ireland. Firſt, we deſire to know, 
why his Majeſty's Prerogative might not have been 
as well aſſerted, by paſling his Patent in Ireland, 
and ſubjecting the ſeveral Conditions of the Con- 
tract to the Inſpection of thoſe, who are only con- 
cerned ; as was formerly done in the only Prece- 
dents for Patents granted for coining for this King- 
dom, ſince the mixt Money in Queen Elizabeth's 
Time, during the Difficulties of a Rebellion : Where- 
as now, upon the greateſt Impoſition that can poſ- 


ſibly be practiſed, we muſt go to England with 


our Complaints; where it hath been, for ſome 
time the faſhion to think and to affirm, that we can- 
not be too hardly uſed. Again, the Report ſays, that 
ſuch Patents are obligatory. After long thinking, I 
am not able to find out what can poſſibly be meant 
here by this Word Obligatory : This Patent of 
Wood neither obligeth him to utter his Coin, nor us 
to take it; or, if he did the latter, it would be ſo 
far void, becauſe no Patent can oblige the Subject 

| againſt 
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againſt Law; unleſs an illegal Patent paſſed in one 
Kingdom, can bind anotber, and not itſelf. = 
LasTLy, it is added, that ſuch Patents are in 
no manner derogatory, or invaſive of any Liberty, or 
Privilege of the King's Subjects of Ireland. If this 
Propoſition be true, as it is here laid down, without 
any I. imitation, either expreſſed or implyed; it 
muſt follow, that a King of England may at any 
Time, coin Copper Money for Ireland ; and oblige 
his Subjects here to take a Piece of Copper, un- 
der the Value of half a Farthing, for half a Crown, 
as was practiſed by the late King James; and even 
without that arbitrary Prince's Excuſe, from the 
Neceſſity and Exigencies of his Affairs. If this be 
in no manner derogatory, nor invaſive of any Liber- 
ties, or Privileges of the Subjects of Ireland; it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our Liberties 
and Privileges are; and whether we have any at 
all; for in ſpecifying the Word Ireland, inſtead 
of ſaying bis Maity's Subjects, it would ſeem to 
inſinuate that we are not upon the ſame Foot with 
our Fellow - Subjects in England; which, however 
the Practice may have been, I hope will never 
de directly aſſerted; for I do not underſtand that 
Poining's Act, deprived us of our Liberty, but on- 
ly changed the Manner of paſſing Laws here, (which, 
however, was a Power moſt indirectly obtained) 
by leaving the Negative to the two Houſes of 
Parliament. But, waving all Controverſies rela- 
ting to the Legiſlature ; no Perſon, I believe, was 
ever yet ſo bold as to affirm, that the People of Jre- 
land have not the ſame Title to the Benefits of the 
Common-Law, with the reſt of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects; and therefore, whatever Liberties or Privileges 
the People of England enjoy by . a” - | 
| relan 
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Treland have the ſame; ſo, that in my humble 
Opinion, the Word Ireland, ſtanding in that Pro- 
poſition, was, in the mildeſt Interpretation, a Lapſe 
of the Pen. Ho h „ 
Tux Report farther aſſerts, that the Precedents 
are many, wherein Caſes of great Importance to Ire- 
land, and which immediately affected the Intereſts of 
that Kingdom, ſuch as Warrants, Orders, and Di- 
reftions, by the- Authority of the King and his Pre- 
deceſſors, have been iſſued under the Royal Sign 
Manual, without any previous Reference, or Advice 
of bis Majeſty's Officers of Ireland; which have al- 
ways had their due Force, and have been punctually 
complied with, and obeyed. It may be ſo, and I am 
heartily ſorry for it; becauſe it may prove an eter- 
nal Source of Diſcontent. However, among all 
theſe Precedents, there is not one of a Patent for 
coining Money for Ireland. IT f 
TukERE is nothing hath perplexed me more | 
than this Doctrine of Precedents. If a Jobb is to be 1 
done, and, upon ſearching Records, you find it 
hath been done before, there will not want a Law- = 
yer to juſtify the Legality of it by producing his 
Precedents ; without ever conſidering the Motives 
and Circumſtances that firſt introduced them ; the | 
Neceſſity, or Turbulence, or Iniquity of Times; 
the Corruptions of Miniſters, or the arbitrary Diſ- | 
poſition of the Prince then reigning : And I have | 
been told by Perſons eminent in the Law, that | 
the worſt Actions which human Nature is capable 1 
of, may be juſtified by the ſame Doctrine. How q 
the firſt Precedents began of determining Caſes of 
the higheſt Importance to Ireland, and immediately 8 
affecting its Intereſt, without any previous Refe- | 
rence or Advice to the King's Officers here,, 
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ſoon be accounted for. Before this Kingdom was 
entirely reduced, by the Submiſſion of Tyrone, in 
the laſt Year of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, there 
was a Period of four hundred Years which was a 
various Scene of War and Peace, between the Eu- 
1% Pale and the Irifþ Natives; and the Govern- 
ment of that Part of this Iſland which lay in the 
Engliſh Hands, was, in many Things, under the 
immediate Adminiſtration of the King : Silver 
and Copper were often coined here among us ; 
and once, at leaſt, upon great Neceſſity, a mixt or 
baſe Metal was ſent from England. The Reign 
of King James I. was employed in ſettling the 
Kingdom, after Tyrore's Rebellion; and this Nati- 
on flonriſhed extremely, until the Time of the 
Maſlacre, 1641. In that difficult Juncture of Affairs, 
the Nobility and Gentry coined their own Plate 

here in Dublin. | | | 
By all that I can diſcover, the Copper Coin of 
Ireland, for three hundred Years paſt, conſiſted of 
ſmall Pence and Half-pence ; which particular Men 
had Licenſe to coin, and were current only within 
certain Towns and Diſtricts, according to the per- 
ſonal Credit of the Owner who uttered them, and 
was bound to receive them again; whereof I have 
ſeen many Sorts : Neither have I heard of any Pa- 
tent granted for coining Copper for Ireland, till 
. the Reign of King Charles II. which was in the 
Year 1680, to George Legg, Lord Dartmouth; and 
renewed by King James II. in the firſt Year of his 
Reign, to Foby Knox. Both Patents were paſſed in 
Ireland; and in both, the Patentees were bound to 
receive their Coin again, from any one that would 
offer them twenty Shillings of it; for which they 
were obliged to pay Gold or Silver. M0 
HE 
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Tux Patents both of Lord Darmouth and Knox, 
were referred to the Attorney-General here, and a 
Report made accordingly, and both, as I have al- 
ready ſaid, were paſſed in this Kingdom. Knox had 
only a Patent for the remainder of the Term grant- 
ed to Lord Dartmouth; the Patent expired in 1701, 
and upon a Petition by Roger Moor to have it re- 
newed, the Matter was referred hither ; and upon 
the Report of the Attorney and Sollicitor, that it 
was not for his Majeſty's Service, or the Inte- 
reſt of the Nation, to have it renewed, it was 
rejected by King William. It ſhould, therefore, 
ſeem very extraordinary, that a Patent for coining 
Copper Half-pence, intended and profeſſed for 
the Good of the Kingdom, ſhould be paſſed with- 
out once conſulting that Kingdom, for the Good of 
which it is declared to be intended ; and this upon 
the Application of a poor, private, obſcure Mecha- 
nick; and a Patent of ſuch a Nature, that as ſoon 
as ever the Kingdom is informed of its being paſ- 
ſed, they cry out unanimouſly againſt it, as rui- 
naus and deſtructive. The Repreſentatives of the 
Nation in Parliament, and the Privy Council, ad- 
dreſs the King to have it recalled ; yet the Pa- 
tentee, ſuch a one as I have deſcribed, ſhall prevail 
to have this Patent approved ; and his private In- 
tereſt ſhall weigh down the Application of a whole 
Kingdom. St. Paul ſays, All Things are lawful, but 
all Things are not expedient. We are anſwered, 
that this Patent is /awful ; but is it expedient ? We 
read, that the high Prieſt ſaid, It was expedient that 
one Man ſhould die for the People; and this was a 
moſt wicked Propoſition. But that a whole Nation 
ſhould die for one Man, was never heard of before. 
5 19 9 
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Bur, becauſe much Weight is laid on the Pyã· 
cedents of other Patents, for coining Copper for Ire. 

land; I will ſet this Matter in as clear a Light 

as I can. Whoever hath read the Report, will 

be apt to think, that a Dozen Precedents, at leaſt, 

| 5 could be produced of Copper coined for Ireland, 
4 | by Vertue of Patents paſſed in England; and that 
the Coinage was there too; whereas, I am con. 

fident there cannot be one Precedent ſhewn of 2 

Patent paſſed in England. for coining Copper for 
Ireland, for above an Hundred Years paſt ; and 

if there were any before, it muſt be in Times of 
Confuſion, The only Patents I could. ever hear 

of, are thoſe already mentioned, to Lord Dari. 

mouth and Knox ; the former in 1680, and the 

latter in 1685, Now, let us compare theſe Pa- 

tents with that granted to Wood. Firſt, the Patent 

to Knox, which was under the ſame Conditions as 

that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paſled in Ire- 

land; the Government, and Attorney and Sollicitor- 
General, making Report that it would be uſeful to 

| this Kingdom, | | 
V- Tx Patent was paſſed with the Advice of the 
King*s-Council here ; the Patentee was obliged to re- 

ceive his Coin from thoſe who thought themſelves 
ſurcharged, and to give Gold and Silver for it: Laſt- 

ly, the Patentee was to pay only 161. 13 5. 4 d. per 

Ann. to the Crown. Then, as to the Execution of 

that Patent: Firſt, I find the Half-pence were mil- 

led; which, as it is of great Uſe to prevent Coun- 
terfeits, (and therefore induſtriouſly avoided by Hood) 

ſo it was an Addition to the Charge of Coinage. 

And as for the Weight and Goodneſs of the Metal, 

I have ſeveral Half-pence now by me, many of 

which weigh a ninth Part more than thoſe _ 
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ed by uod; and bear the Fire and Hammer a 


great deal better; and, which is no Trifle, the 


Impreſſion fairer and deeper. I grant, indeed, that 
many of the latter Coinage yield in Weight to ſome 
of Wood's, by a Fraud natural to ſuch Patenitees ; 
but not ſo immediately after the Grant, and before 


the Coin grew current: For, in this Circumſtance, 


Mr. Wood mult ſerve for a Precedent in future 


Times. ö . 8 | 
LzT us now examine this new Patent granted 
to William Wood. It paſſed upon very falfe Sug- 


geſtions of his own, and of a few Confederates : It 
; E in England without the leaſt Reference hither. 


t paſſed unknown to the very Lord- Lieutenant, then 
in England. Mood is impowered to coin One Hun- 


dred and Eight Thouſand Pounds, and all the Off- 
cers in tbe Kingdom (Civil and Military) are com- 
manded in the Report to countenance and aſſiſt him. 


Kiox had only power to utter what we would take, 
and was obliged 7o receive his Coin back again at our 


Demand, and to enter into Security for ſo doing. 
Wood's Half-pence are not milled, and therefore more 
_ eaſily counterfeited by himſelf as well as by others. 
WYopd pays a Thouſand Pounds per Ann. for fourteeen 


Years; Knox paid only 161, 135. 4 d. per Ann. for 
twenty one Years, - e 

I was the Report that ſet me the Example of 
making a Compariſon between thoſe two Patents 


wherein the Committee was groſly miſled by the 


falſe Repreſentation of William Wood; as it was 
by another Aſſertion; that Seven Hundred Tons of 
Copper were coined during the 21 Years of Lord 


Dartmouth's and Knox*s Patents. Such a Quantity 


of Copper at the Rate of 2 5. 8 d. per Pound, would 


amount to about 'an Hundred and Ninety Thou- b 
very near as „ 


ſand Pounds; which was 
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the current Caſh of the Kingdom in thoſe Days 
yet, during that Period, Ireland was never known 


to have too much Copper Coin; and for ſeveral 
Years there was no coining at all : Beſides, I am 
aſſured, that upon enquiring into the Cuſtom- 
houſe Books, all the Copper imported into this King- 
dom, from 1683 to 1692, which includes eight 
Years of the 21 (beſides one Year allowed for the 
Troubles) did not exceed 47 Tons: And we can- 
not ſuppoſe even that ſmall Quantity to have been 


wholly applied to Coinage : So, that I believe 


there was never any Compariſon more unluckily 
made, or ſo deſtructive of the Deſign for which it 
was produced, 9 F 
TRE Pſalmiſt reckons it an Effect of God's An- 
ger, when be ſelleth his People for Nought, and taketh 
no Money for them, That we have greatly offended 


Cod by the Wi:kedneſs of our Lives, is not to be 


diſputed : But our King we have not offended in 
Word or Deed ; and, although he be God's Vice- 
gerent upon Earth, he will not puniſh us for any 
Offences, except thoſe which we ſhall commit a- 
gainſt his legal Authority, his ſacred Perſon (which 
God preſerve,) or the Laws of the Land. 

.. Tax Report is very profuſe in Arguments, that 
Ireland is in great Want of Copper Money: Who 


-were the Witneſſes to prove it, hath been ſhewn 


already : But in the Name of God who are to be 


Judges? doth not the Nation beſt know its own 


Wants? Both Houſes of Parliament, the Privy- 


Council and the whole Body of the People declare 
the contrary. © Or, let the Wants be what they will, 
ve defire they may not be ſupplied by Mr, Wood: 
We know our own Wants but too well: They 


are Many and Grievous to be born; but quite of an- 


* nr — a” WWF 


LETTER II. 117 
go, they will in a ſhort Time have all our Gold 


and Silver, and may keep their adulterated Copper 
at Home; for we are determined not to purchaſe 


it with our Manufactures, which Wood hath graci- 


ouſly offered tœ accept. Our Wants are not ſo bad 


by an Hundredth Part, as the Method he hath 
taken to ſupply them. He hath already tried his 
Faculty in New- England; and I hope he will meet 


at leaſt with an Equal Reception here: What That 


was I leave to publick Intelligence, I am ſuppo- 
ſing a wild Caſe ; that if there ſhould be any Per- 
ſon already receiving a monſtrous Penſion out of this 
Kingdom, who was inſtrumental in procuring the 


Patent, they have either not well conſulted their own 


Intereſts, or J/ood muſt put more Droſs into his 
Copper, and ſtill diminiſh its Weight. 
Uron Hood's Complaint, that the Officers of 
the King's Revenue here had already given Orders 
to all the inferior Officers not to receive any of 
his Coin; the Report ſays, that this cannot but be 
looked upon as a very extraordinary Proceeding, and 
being contrary to the Powers given in the Patent. 


The Committee ſay, they cannot. adviſe bis Majeſty 


to give Directions to the Officers of the Revenue bere, 
not to receive or utter any of the ſaid Coin as hath been 
deſired in the Addreſſes of both Houſes ; But on the 
contrary, they think it both Fuſt and Reaſonable, that 
the King ſhould immediately give Orders to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Revenue, Sc. to revoke all Orders, 
Sc. that may have been given by them to hinder or 
obſtru#t the receiving the ſaid Coin: And according- 
ly, we are told, ſuch Orders are arrived. Now 
this was a Caſt of Yood's Politicks ; for his Infor- 
mation was wholly falſe and groundleſs; which he 


knew very well; and that the Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue here were all, except one, ſent us from 


I 2 England, 
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England, and love their Employments too well to 


have taken ſuch a Step: But Mood was wiſe enough 
to conſider, that ſuch Orders of Revocation would 


vour ; would put the Government here under a Dif- 
ficulty ; would make a Noiſe ; and, poſſibly create 
ſome Terror in the poor People of Ireland. And 
one great Point he hath gained ; that although 
any Orders of Revocation will be needleſs, yet a 
new Order is to be fent, and perhaps already here, 
to the Commiſſioners of the Revenue, and all the 
King's Officers in Ireland; that Wood's Half-pence be 
ſuffered and permitted, without any Let, Suit, Trou- 
ble, Moleſtation or Denial of any of the King's Officers 
or Minifters whatſoever, to paſs and be received as 
current Money, by ſuch as ſhall be willing to receive 
them. In this Order there is no Exception; and 
therefore, as far as I can judge, it includes all 
Officers both Civil and Military; from the Lord 
Higb- Cbancellor to a Fuſtice of Peace; and from 
the General to an Enfign : So that Wood's Project is 
not likely to fail for want of Managers enough. 
For my own Part, as Things ſtand, I have but 
little Regret to find my ſelf out of the Number ; 
and therefore I ſhall continue in all Humility to ex- 
hort and warn my Fellow - Subjects never to receive 
or utter this Coin, which will reduce the Kingdom 
to Beggary by much quicker and larger Steps, than 
have hitherto been taken. ne 
Bur, it is needleſs to argue any longer. The 
Matter is come to an Iſſue. His Majeſty, purſuant 
fo the Law, hath left the Field open between Mood 
and the Kingdom of Ireland. Wood hath Liberty 
to Offer his Coin, and we have Law, Reaſon, Li- 
berty, and Neceſſity to Refuſe it. A knaviſh Jockey 
may ride an old foundred Jade about the * 
5 5 ut 


be an open Declaration of the Crown in his Fa- 


\ but none are obliged to buy it. I hope the Words 
| Voluntary and Willing to receive it will be under- 
ſtood and applied in their true natural Meaning, as 
commonly underſtood by Proteſtants. For if a fierce 
Captain comes to my Shop to buy ſix Yards of 
Scarlet Cloth, followed by a Porter laden with a 
Sack of YYood's Coin upon his Shoulders, if we are 
agreed about the Price, and my Scarlet lies ready 
cut upon the Counter ; if he then gives me the 
Mord of Command to receive my Money in Wood's 
Coin, and calls me a Diſaſfected Facobite Dog for 
refuſing it; (although I am as loyal a Subje& as 
himſelf, and without Hire) and thereupon ſeizeth 
my Cloth, leaving me the Price in this odious Cop- 
per, and bids me take my Remedy : In this Caſe, 
Iſhall hardly be brought to think I am left to my 
own Will. I ſhall therefore on ſuch Occaſions, firſt 
order the Porter aforeſaid to 85 off with his Pack; 
and then fee the Money in Silver and Gold in my 
Poſſeſſion before I cut or meaſure my Cloth. But 
if a common Soldier drinks his Pot firſt, and then 
offers Payment in Wood's Half-pence, the Landlady 
may be under ſome Difficulty : For, if ſhe com- 
plains to his Captain or Enſign, they are likewiſe 
Officers, included in this general Order for encourag- 
ing theſe Half-pence to paſs as Current Money, If 
ſhe goes to a Juſtice of Peace, he is alſo an Offi 
cer; to whom this general Order is directed. I 
do therefore adviſe her to follow my Practice, which 
I have already begun; and be paid for her Goods 
before ſhe parts with them. However I ſhould. 
have been content, for ſome Reaſons, that the Mi- 
litary Gentlemen had been excepted by Name; be- 
cauſe I have heard it faid, that their Diſcipline is 
beſt confined within their own Diſtrict, Ms 
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His Majeſty, in the Concluſion of his Anfwer 
to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords, againſt 
Wood's Coin, is pleaſed to ſay ; that He will do e- 
very thing in his Power to the Satisfattion of his Peo- 

ple. Tt ſhould ſeem therefore, that the recalling the 
Patent is not to be underſtood as a Thing ia hi; 

Power : But however, ſince the Law doth not o- 

blige us to receive this Coin; and conſequently the 
Patent leaves it to our Voluntary Choice: There 

is nothing remaining to preſerve us from Ruin, 

but that the whole Kingdom ſhould continue in a 

firm determinate Reſolution never to receive or 

utter this Fatal Coin: — After which, let the O. i- 
cers to whom theſe Orders are directed, (I would 
willingly except the Military) come with their 

Exbortations, their Arguments, and their Eloquence, 
to perſuade us to find our Intereſt in our Un- 
doing. Let Wood and his Accomplices travel about 
the Country with Cart-Loads of their Ware, and 
ſee who will take it off their Hands: There will 
be no fear of his being robbed ; for a Higbway- Man 
would ſcorn to touch it. CO 

1 am only in Pain how the Commiſſioners of the 

Revenue will proceed in this Juncture; becauſe I 
am told they are obliged by Act of Parliament, 
to take nothing but Gold and Silver in Payment for 
his Majeſty's Cuſtoms : And 1 think, they cannot 
juſtly offer this Coinage of Mr, Wood to others, un- 
leſs they will be content to receive it themſelves. 

Tk Sum of the whole is this. The Committee 
edviſes the King to ſend immediate Orders io all his 
Officers bere, that Wood's Coin be ſuffered and permit- 
ted without any Let, Suit, Trouble, &c. to paſs and 
be received as Curtent Money, by ſuch as ſpall be wil- 
Jing to receive the ſame, It is probable, that the 

firſt willing Receivers may be thoſe who Muſt receive 


oy 
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it whether they will or no, at leaſt under the Penalty 


of loſing an Office. But the Landed Undepending 
Men, the Merchants, the Shop keepers and Bulk of 
the People, I hope, and I am almoſt confident, will 
never receive it. What muſt the Conſequence be? 
The Owners will ſell it for as much as they can 
ges. Wood's Half-pence will come to be offered 


for Six a Penny (yet then he will be a ſufficient 


Gainer) and the neceſſary Receivers will be Loſers 
of two Thirds in their Salaries or Pay. 


Tunis puts me in Mind of a Paſſage I was told 


many Years ago in England. At a Quarter-Seſſions 
in Leiceſter, the Juſtices had wiſely decreed to take 


off a Half-penny in a Quart from the Price of 
Ale. One of them who came in after the Thing, 
was determined, being informed of what had paſſed, 
faid thus, Gentlemen, you have made an Order, that 
Ale ſhould be fold in our County for three Half-pence 
a Quart: I deſire you will now make another to ap- 
point who muſt drink it, for by G T will not. 

I uus beg Leave to caution your Lordſbips and 
Worſhips in one Particular. Wood hath graciouſly 
promiſed to Load us at preſent only with Forty 
Thouſand Pounds of his Coin, ill the Exigencies f 
the Kingdom require the reſt. J intreat you will ne- 
ver ſuffer Mr. Wood to be a Judge of your Exigency. 
While there is one Piece of Silver or Gold lefc 
in the Kingdom, he will call it an Exigency. He 
will double his preſent Quantum by Stealth as ſoon 
as he can: He will pour his own Raps and Coun- 
terfeits upon us: France and Holland will do the 
fame; nor will our own Coiners at home be behind 
them: To confirm which, I have now in my Pocket 
a Rap or. counterfeit Half-penny in Imitation of 
his, but ſo ill performed, that in my own Conſci- 
ence, I believe, it not is of his Coining. — 
Joao? es I MvsT 
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I uus now defire your Lordſhips and Wor- 
ſhips, that 'you will give great Allowance for this 
long undigeſted Paper. I find my ſelf to have 
gone into ſeveral Repetitions, which were the Ef. 
fects of Haſte, while new Thoughts fell in to add 
ſomething to what I had ſaid before. I think I 
may affirm, that I have fully anſwered every Pa- 
ragraph in the Report ; which although it be not 
artfully drawn, and is perfectly in the Spirit of a 
Pleader, who can find the moſt plauſible Topicks 
in behalf of his Client ; yet there was no great 
Skill required to direct the many Miſtakes contain- 
ed in it; which, however, are by no Means to be 
charged upon the Right Honourable Committee, 
but upon the moſt falſe, impudent, and fraudulent 
Repreſentations of Wood and his Accomplices. I 
defire one particular may dwell upon your Minds, 
although I have mentioned it more than once ; 
That after all the weight laid upon the Precedents, 


there is not one produced in the whole Report, of a 


Patent for coining Copper in England to paſs in 1re- 
land; and only two Patents referred to, (for indeed 
there were no more) which were both paſſed in Ire- 


land, by References to the King's Council here; both 


leſs advantageous to the Coiner than this of Wood; 
and in both, Securities given to receive the Coin at e- 
very Call, and give Gold and Silver in Lieu of it. 


This demonſtrates the moſt flagrant Falſhood, and 


Impudence in Wood; by which he would endea- 


vour to make the Right Honourable Committee his 
Inſtruments, (for his own illegal and exorbitant 


Gain) to ruin a Kingdom, which hath deſerved 


© guite different Treatment, 


I am very ſenſible, that ſuch a Work as I have 
undertaken, might have worthily employed a much 


better Pen. But when a Houſe is attempted to be 


robbed, 
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robbed, it often happens that the weakeſt in the 
Family runs firſt to ſtop the Door. All the Aſſiſ- 
tance I had were ſome Informations from an emi- 
nent Perſon ; whereof I am afraid I have ſpoiled a 
few, by endeavouring to make them of a Piece 
with my own Productions; and the reſt I was not a- 
ble to manage : I was in the Caſe of David, who 
could not move in the Armour of Saul ; and therefore 
J rather choſe to attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine © 
(Wood I mean) with a Sling and a Stone. And 1 
may fay for Wood's Honour, as well as my own, 
that he reſembles Goliah in many Circumſtances, 
very applicable to the preſent Purpoſe : For Go- 
liab had a Helmet of Braſs upon his Head, and he was 
armed with a Coat of Mail, and the Weight of the 
Coat was five Thouſand Shekels of Braſs, and he had 
| Greaves of Braſs upon his Legs, and a Target of Brafs 
between his Shoulders. In ſhort, he was like Mr. 
Wood, all over Braſs ; and be defied the Armies of 
the Living GOD. Goliab's Conditions of Com- 
bat were likewiſe the ſame with thoſe of Nod: If 
be prevail againſt us, then ſhall we be bis Servants. 
But, if it happens that I prevail over him, I renounce 
the other Part of the Condition, he ſhall never be 
a Servant of mine; for I do not think him fit to 
be truſted in any honeſt Man's Shop. 

' I wriLL conclude with my humble Deſire, and 
Requeſt, which I made in my ſecond Letter 
that your Lordſbips and Worſhips would pleaſe to 
order a * Declaration to be drawn up, expreſſing in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, your Reſolutions never to re- 
DE | | | \ : Celve 
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„N. B. 4 Declaration, purſuant to this Requeſt, was: figned 
ſoon after, by the moſt confiderable Perſons of the Kingdem, which 


was wniverſally ſpread, and of great Uſe. 
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ceive or utter any of Mood's Half-pence, or Far. 
things; and forbidding your Tenants to receive 
them. © That the ſaid Declaration may be ſigned by 
as many Perſons as poſſible, who have Eſtate 
in this Kingdom; and be ſent down to your ſevera} 
"Tenants aforeſaid. 
Anv, if the Dread of Mood's Half-pence ſhould 
continue until next Quarter-Sęſſions (which I hope it 
will not) the Gentlemen of every County will then 
have a fair Opportunity of — againſt them, 
with Unanimity and Zeal. 


J am, with the great Reſpett, 
- May it leaſe your Lordſhips 2 MWorſbipi) 
Nur moſt dutiful and 


Quedient Servant. 


Avg. 25. 
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LETTER 0 
To the whole People of IRELAND. 


N. B. This was the LETTER againſt which 
the Lord Lieutenant (Carteret) and Council, 
Y ucd a Proclamation, offering Three Hun- 
red Pounds to diſcover the Author; and 
for which Harding the Printer was tried be- 
fore one William Whitſhed, then Chief Fuſ- 
tice : But the Noble JURY would not find the 
Bill; nor would any Perſon diſcover the Au. 
_— þ e 


My Dear Countrymen, 
Ro AVING already written three Lei- 
ters, upon ſo diſagreeable a Subject as 
Mr. Wood and his Half pence; J con- 
J NB ; ceived my Task was at an End: 
==” Pur, I find that Cordials muſt be fre- 
- quently applied to weak Conſtitutions, Political as 
well as Natural. A People long uſed to Hard- 
ſhips, loſe by Degrees the very Notions of m_ 5 
woe? cf 
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they look upon themſelves as Creatures at Mercy; 
and that all Impoſitions laid on them by a ſtronger 
Hand, are, in the Phraſe of the Report legal and 
: obligatory. Hence proceed that Poverty and Low- 
neſs of Spirit, to which a Kingdom may be ſubject, 
as well as a particular Perſon. And when Eſay 
came fainting from the Field, at the Point to die, 
It is no wonder that he ſold his Birth-right _ a 


Meß of Pottage. 


ITHOUGEHT I had ſufficiently fhown to all who 
could want Inſtruction, by what Methods they 
might ſafely proceed, whenever this Coin ſhould be 
offered to them: And, I believe, there hath not 
been, for many Ages, an Example of any King- 
dom ſo firmly united in a point of great Import- 
ance, as this of ours is at preſent, againſt that de- 


teſtable Fraud. But, however, it ſo happens, that 
ſome weak People begin to be alarmed a- new, by 


Rumours induftriouſly ſpread. Mood preſcribes to 
the News-mongers in London, what they are to 
write. In one of their Papers publiſned here by 
ſome obſcure Printer, (and certainly with a bad De- 
ſign) we are told; that the Papiſts in Ireland, have 


' entered into an Aſſociation againſt bis Coin; although 


it be notoriouſly known, that they never once offer- 


ed to ſtir in the Matter: So, that the two Houſes 


of Parliament, the Privy-Council, the great Num- 
bers of Corporations, the Lord-Mayor, and Al- 
dermen of Dublin, the Grand-Juries, and princi- 
pal Gentlemen of ſeveral Counties, are ſtigmatied 
in a Lump under the Name of Papiſts. 
Tuis Impoſtor and his Crew, — likewiſe give 
out, that, by refuſing to receive his Droſs for . 
ling, we diſpute the King*s Prerogative; are grows 
vipe for Rebellion, and ready to ſhake off the Depen- 


dency 


ws 


'y 


LETT EE: FE: 121 


dency of Ireland upon the Crown of England. To 


countenance which Reports, he hath publiſhed a Pa- 
ragraph in another News. Paper to let us know, that 
the Lord-Lieutenant is ordered to come over immedi- 


ately, to ſettle bis Half-pence. 


I 1iNTREAT you, my dear Countrymen, not to 
be under the leaſt Concern, upon theſe and the like 
Rumours ; which are no more than the laſt Howls 
of a Dog diſſected alive, as I hope he hath ſuffi- 
ciently been, Theſe Calumnies are the. only Re- 
ſerve that is left him. For ſurely, our continued 
and (almoſt) unexampled Loyalty, will never. be 
called in Queſtion, for not ſuffering our ſelves to 
be robbed of all that we have, by one obſcure Iron- 
monger. | be 1 

As to diſputing the King's Prerogative, give me 
leave to explain to thoſe who are ignorant, what 
the Meaning of that Word Prerogative is. 2 

Tn Kings of theſe Realms enjoy ſeveral Po- 
ers, wherein the Laws have not interpoſed: So 
they can make War and Peace without the Con- 
ſent of Parliament, and this is a very great Prero- 
gative. But if the Parliament do not approve of 


the War, the King muſt bear the Charge of it out 


of his own Purſe z and this is a great Check on the 


Crown. So, the King hath a Prerogative to coin 


Money, without Conſent of Parliament : But he 
cannot compel the Subject to take the Money, ex- 
cept it be Sterling, Gold or Silver; becauſe, herein 
he is limited by Law. Some Princes have, indeed, 
extended their Prerogative further than the Law al- 
lowed them: Wherein, however, the Lawyers of 


ſucceeding Ages, as fond as they are of Precedents, 


have never dared to juſtify them. But, to ſay the 
Truth, it is only of late Times that Prerogative hath 
been fixed and aſcertained. For, whoever * 
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the Hiſtories of England, will find, that ſome for. 
mer Kings, and thoſe none of the worſt, have, 
upon ſeveral Occafions, ventured to controul the 
Laws, with very little Ceremony or Scruple, e- 
ven later than the Days of Queen Elizabeth. In 
her Reign, that pernicious Counſel of ſending ba{: 
Money hither, very narrowly failed of loſing the 
Kingdom ; being complained of by the Lord De. 
Fe the Council, and the whole Body of the Eu- 
0 here : So, that ſoon after her Death, it was re- 
called by her Succeſſor, and lawful Money paid in 
Exchange. 55 | 
Havins thus given you ſome Notion of what 
is meant by the King's Prerogative, as far as a 
Tradeſman can be thought capable of explaining it, 
J will only add the Opinion of the great Lord 
Bacon; that as Got governs the World by the ſettled 
Laws of Nature, which he hath made, and never 
tranſcends thoſe Laws, but upon high important Occa- 
fions : So, among earthly Princes, thoſe are-the wiſeſt 
and the beft, who govern by the known Laws of the 
Country, and ſeldomeſt make uſe of their Prerogative. 


Now, here you may ſee, that the vile Accuſati- 


on of Mood and his Accomplices, charging us with 
diſputing the King Prerogative, by refuſing his Braſs, 
can have no Place ; becauſe compelling the Sub- 


Jett to take any Coin, which is not Sterling, is no 


Part of the King's Prerogative ; and I am very con- 
Aident, if it were ſo, we ſhould be the laſt of his 
People to diſpute it ; as well from that inviolable 
Loyalty we have always paid to his Majeſty, as 
from the Treatment we might in ſuch a Caſe juſtly 
expect from ſome, who ſeem to think, we have 
neither common Senſe nor common Senſes. But, God 
de thanked, the beſt of them are only our Fellow 
Subjects, and not our Maſters. One great Merit I 
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am ſure we have, which thoſe of Engliſh Birth. can 


have no. Pretence to ; that our Anceſtors reduced 
this Kingdom to the Obedience of Ex LAND; for 
which we have been rewarded with a worſe Climate, 
the Privilege of being governed by Laws to which 


we do not conſent; a ruined Trade, a Houſe of 


Peers without Furiſdiction; almoſt an Incapacity for 
all Employments, and the Dread of Wood's Half- 
8 % ane Fe 
„ > we are ſo far fram diſputing the King's Pre- 
yopative in coining, that we own he hath Power to 
give a Patent to any Man, for ſetting. his Royal 
Image and Superſcription upon whatever Materials 
he pleaſeth ; and Liberty to the Patentee to offer 


them in any Country from England to Japan, only 


attended with one ſmall Limitation, that zo Body a- 
live is obliged to take them. 

_ Upon theſe Conſiderations, I was ever againſt 
all Recourſe to England, for a Remedy againſt the 
preſent impending Evil ; eſpecially, when I ob- 
ſerved, that the Addreſſes of both Houſes, after 
long Expectance, produced nothing but a RR DORT 
altogether in Favour of Wood; upon which, I made 
ſome Obſervations in a former Letter; and might 
at leaſt have made as many more: For, it is a Pa- 
per of as ſingular a Nature, as I ever beheld. _ 
Bor I miſtake; for before this Report was made, 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſiver to the Houſe of 


Lords was ſent over, and printed; wherein there 


are theſe Words, granting the Patent for coming 
Half-pence and Farthings, AGREEABLE TO THE 


PRACTICE or His ROYAL PREDECESSORS, Ofc. 


That King Charles II, and King James II, (any 
THEY ONLY) did grant Patents for this Purpoſe, 


is indiſputable, and I have ſheyn it at large. Their 


Patents were paſſed under the great Seal * 
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land, by References to Treland, the Copper to be 
coined in Ireland; the Patentee was bound, on 
Demand, to receive his Coin back in Ireland, and 
pay Silver and Gold in Return. Wood S Patent 
was made under the Great Seal of England, the Braſ 
coined in England, not the leaſt Reference made 
to Ireland; the Sum immenſe, and the Patentee 
under no Obligation to receive it again, and give 
good Money for it: This I only mention, becauſe 
in my private Thoughts, I have ſometimes made 


his Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer, AGREEABLy: 
To THE PRACTICE OF HIs RoyYaL PRE DERECES- 
ORs, had maturely conſidered the ſeveral Circum- 


ſtances z which, in ny poor Opinion, ſeem to make 


Lr me now ſay ſomething concerning the other 
great Cauſe of ſome People's Fear; as Wood hath 
taught the London News Writer to expreſs it: 
That bis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant i is coming over 
#0 ſettle Wood's Half -penee. 

Wr know very well, tha the Fe Lieute- 
nants for ſeveral Years paſt, have not thought 
this Kingdom worthy the Honour of their Reſidence, 
longer than was abſolutely neceſſary for the King's 
Buſineſs ; which conſequently wanted no ſpeed in 


the Diſpatch. And therefore, it naturally fell into 
moſt Mens Thoughts, that a new Governor com- 


ing at an unuſual Time, muſt portend ſome anuſual 
Buſineſs to be done; eſpecially if the common Re- 
rt be true; that the Parliament prorogued to I 
now not when, is, by a new Summons (revoking 
that Prorogation to aſſemble ſoon after his Arrival: 


for which extraordinary Procecding, the Lawyers, 


on t'other Side the Water, have by yur” 
Fortune, found two Precedents, 1 9 on 
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ALL this being granted, it can never enter into 
my Head, that ſo little a Creature as Wood could 


End Credit enough with the King and his Miniſters,” 
to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ſent hither 2 


in a Hurry, upon his Errand. 

For, let us take the whole Matter nakedly, as it. 
lies before us, without the Refinements of ſome Peo- 
ple, with which we have nothing to do. Here is a 
Patent granted under the great Seal of England, 
upon falſe Suggeſtions to one William Wood, for 
coining Copper Half-pence for Ireland : The Par- 


liament here, upon Apprehenſions of the worſt Con- 


{quences from the ſaid Patent, addreſs the King 
to have it recalled : This is refuſed, and a Commit- 
tee of the Privy-Council report to his Majeſty, 
that Wood hath performed the Conditions of his Pa- 
tent, He then is left to do the beſt he can with 


his Half-pence; no Man being obliged to receive 


them 3 the People here, being likewiſe left to 
themſelves ; unite as one Man; reſolving they will 
have nothing to do with his Ware, By this plain 
Account of the Fact, it is manifeſt, that the King 
and his Miniſtry are wholly out of the Caſe and 
the Matter is left to be diſputed between him and 
us. Will any Man 8 attempt to perſuade 
me, mat a Lord Lieutenant is to be diſpatched 
over in great Haſte, before the ordinary Time, 
and a Parliament ſummoned, by anticipating a Pro- 
rogation; merely to put an Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds into the Pocket of a Sharper, by the Ruin | 


of a moſt loyal Kingdom ? 
Bur, ſuppoſing all this to be true. By what 


Arguments could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on the 


fame Parliament, which addreſſed with ſo much 
Zeal and Earneſtneſs againſt this Evil ; to paſs it 
Vor. IV. K into 
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into a Law ? I am ſure their Opinion of Mood and 
his Project are not mended ſince their laſt Pro- 
rogation: And ſuppoſing thoſe Methods ſhould be 
uſed, which, Detractors tell us, have been ſome- 
times put in Practice for gaining Votes; it is well 
known, that in this Kingdom there are few Em- 
loyments to be given; and if there were more; 
it is as well known to whoſe Share they muſt fall. 
Bur, becauſe great Numbers of you are altoge- 
ther ignorant in the Affairs of your Country, I 
will tell you ſome Reaſons, why there are ſo few 
Employments to be diſpoſed of in this Kingdom, 
All conſiderable Offices for Life here, are poſſcſſed 
by thoſe, to whom the Reverſions were granted ; 


and theſe have been generally Followers of the 
Chief Governors, or Perſons who had Intereſt in 


the Court of England. So the Lord Berkely of 
Stratton holds that great Office of Maſter of the 


| Rolls ;, the Lord Palmerſtown is Firſt Remembran- 
cer, worth near 2, oo0 l. per Annum. One Doding- 


ton, Secretary to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the 
Reverſion of Clerk of the Pells, worth 2, 500 J. a 
Year, which he now enjoys by the Death of the 
Lord Newtown. Mr. Southwell is Secretary of State, 
and the Earl of Burlington, Lord high Treaſurer 
of Ireland by Inheritance, Theſe are only a few 


among many others, which I have been told of, 


but cannot remember. Nay, the Reverſion of ſe- 
veral Employments during Pleaſure are granted the 
ſame way. This among many others, is a Circum- 
ſtance whereby the Kingdom of Ireland is diſtin- 
guiſhed from all other Nations upon Earth ; and 
makes it ſo difficult an affair to get into a Civil 


"Employ, that Mr. Addiſon: was forced to purchaſe 


an old obſeure Place, called Keeper of the Records 
| in 
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in Bermingham's Tower, of Ten Pounds a Year, 


and to get a Salary of 4007. annexed to it, though 
all the Records there are not worth half a Crown, 
either for Curioſity or Uſe, And we lately ſaw a 
* Favonrite Secretary, deſcend to be Maſter of the 
Revels, which by his Credit and Extortion he hath 

made pretty Conſiderable. I ſay nothing of the 


Under-Treaſurerſnip worth about gooo J. a Tear; 


nor the Commiſſioners of the Revenue, Four of 
whom generally live in England : For, I think 


none of theſe are granted in Reverſion. But the 


Jeſt is, that I have known upon Occaſion, ſome 


of theſe abſent Officers as Keen againſt the Intereſt 


of Ireland, as if they had never been indebted to 
her for a Single Groat. 

I conFtss, I have been ſometimes tempted to 
wiſh that this Project of Hood might ſucceed ; be- 
cauſe I reflected with ſome' Pleaſure, what a Folly 
Crew it would bring over among us of Lords and 
Squires, and Penſioners of Both Sexes, and Officers 
Civil and Military; where we ſhould live together 
as merry and ſociable as Beggars; only with this 
one Abatement, that we ſhould neither have Meat 
to feed, nor Manufactures to cloath us; unleſs we 
could be content to Prance about in Coats of Mail; 
or eat Braſs as Oſtriches do Iron. 

I RETURN from this Digreſſion, to that which 


gave me the Occaſion of making it: And, I believe 


you are now convinced, that if the Parliament of 
Ireland were as Temptable as any other Aſſembly 
within a Mile of Chriſtendom, (which God forbid) 


yet the Managers muſt of neceſſity fail for want 
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of Tools to work with. But I will yet go one Step 
further, by ſuppoſing that an Hundred new Em- 
ployments were erected on purpoſe to gratify Com- 
Pliers: Yer till an inſuperable Difficulty would 


remain. For it happens, I know not how, that 


Money is neither Whig nor Tory, neither of Town 
nor Country Party; and it is not improbable, that 


a Gentleman would rather chuſe to live upon his 


own Eſtate, which brings him Gold and ver, 


than with the Addition of any Employment; when 


his Rents and Salary muſt both be paid in Mood's 
Braſs, at above Eighty per Cent. Diſcount. 

For theſe and many other Reaſons, I am con- 
fident you need not be under the leaſt Apprehen- 
ſions, from the ſudden Expectation of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, while we continue in our preſent hearty 
Diſpoſition ; to alter which there is no ſuitable 
Temptation can poſſibly be offered: And if, as J 
have often afſerted from the beſt Authority, the 
Law hath not left a Power in the Crown to force 


any Money, except Sterling, upon the Subject; 
much lefs can the Crown devolve ſuch a Power upon 
another. | 


Tris I ſpeak with the utmoſt Reſpect to the 


N Perſon and Dignity of his Excellency the Lord Car- 
_ Zeret ; whoſe Character was lately given me, by a 


Gentleman that hath known him from his firſt Ap- 
pearance in the World : That Gentleman deſcribes 
hini as a young Man of great Accompliſhments, 
excellent Learning, Regular in his Life, and of 


much Spirit and Vivacity. He hath ſince, as J 
have heard, been employed abroad; was Principal 


Fr T of State; and is now about the 3th 
Year of his Age appointed Lord Lieutenant of 


Trelana. From ſuch a Governor this Kingdom 


may 


* 


LETTER. Iv. 129 


may reaſonably hope for as much Proſperity, as un- 
der ſo many Diſcouragements it can be capable of re- 
ceiving. e 
Ir is true indeed, that within the Memory of 
Man, there have been Governors of ſo much Dexte- 
rity, as to carry Points of terrible Conſcquence to 


this Kingdom, by their Power with he who are 


in Office , and by their Arts in managing or delud- 


ing others with Oaths, Affability, and even with 


Dinners. If Wood's Braſs had, in thoſe Times, been 
upon the Anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive 
what Methods would have been taken. Depending 
Perſons would have been told in plain Terms, that 
it was a Service expected from them, under the Pain 
of the pubiick Buſineſs being put into more complying 

ands, Others would be allured by Promiſes. To 


the Country Gentlemen, beſides, good Words, Bur- 


gundy and Cloſeting ; it might, perhaps, have been 
hinted, how kindly it would be taken to comply with 
a Royal Patent, although it were no! compulſary, 


That, if any Inconvenience enſued, it might be made 


up with other Graces or Favours hereafter : That, 
Gentlemen ought to conſider, whether it were prudent 


or ſafe to diſguſt England: They would be deſired 


to think of ſome good Bills for encouraging of Trade, 
and ſetting the Poor to Work : Some further Acts againſt 


Popery, and for uniting Proteſtants. There would be 


ſolemn Engagements, that we ſhould never be 
troubled with above Forty Thouſand Pounds in bis 
Coin, and all of the beſt and weightieſt Sort; for 
which we ſhould only give our Manufactures in Eu- 
change, and keep our Gold and Silver at home. Per- 
haps, @ ſeaſonable Report of ſome Invaſion would 


bave been ſpread in the moſt proper Functure; which 
is a great Smoother of Rubs! in publick Proceed- 
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ings : And we ſhould have been told, that this was 
no time to create Differences; when the Kingdom was 
in Danger. 5 
TnzEsz, I fay, and the like Methods, would, in 
corrupt Times, have been taken to let in this De- 
luge of Braſs among us : And, I am confident, 
would even then have not ſucceeded ; much leſs 
under the Adminiſtration of ſo excellent a Perſon 
as the Lord Carteret; and in a Country, where 
the People of all Ranks, Parties, and Denominati- 
ons, are convinced to a Man, that the utter undoing 
of themſelves and their Poſterity for ever, will be 
dated from the Admiſſion of that execrable Coin: 
That, if it once enters, it can be no more confin- 
ed to a ſmall or moderate un, than the 
Plague can be confined to a few Families; and that 
no Equivalent can be given by any earthly Power, 
any more than a dead Carcaſe can be recovered to 
Life by a Cordial. 
THERE is one comfortable Circumſtance in this 


univerſal Oppoſition to Mr. Wood, that the Peo- 


ple ſent over hither from England, to fill up our 
Vacancies, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, and Military, are all 
on our Side: Money, the great Divider of the 
World, hath by a ſtrange Revolution been the great 


Muiter of a molt divided People. Who would leave 


a Hundred Pounds a Year. in England (a Country 
of Freedom) to be paid a Thouſand in Ireland out of 

90s Exchequer ? The * Gentleman they have late- 
ly made Primate, would never quit his Seat in an 
Enghiſh Houſe of Lords, and his Preferments at 
Oxford and Briſiol, worth Twelve Hundred Pounds 

LS. | a Year, 
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a Year, for four times the Denomination here, but 
not half the Value: Therefore, I expect to hear 
he will be as good an Jriſbman, at leaſt, upon this 
one Article, as any of his Brethren ; or even of 
Us, who have had the Misfortune to be born in this Iſ- 
land. For thoſe, who in the Common Phraſe, do 
not come hither to learn the Language, would never 
change a better Country for a worſe, to receive 
Braſs inſtead of Gold. 
ANOTHER Slander ſpread by Wood and his E- 
miſſaries 1s, that by oppoſing him, we diſcover an 
Inclination to Hate off our Dependance upon the 
Crown of England. Pray obſerve, how important 
a Perſon is this ſame William Wood; and how the 
Publick Weal of two Kingdoms, is involved in his 
private Intereſt. Firſt, all thoſe who refuſe to 
take his Coin are Papiſts; for he tells us, that one 
but Papiſts are aſſociated againſt him. Secondly, they 
diſpute the King's Prerogative. Thirdly, they are 


ripe for Rebellion. And Fourthly, they are going 


to ſhake off their Dependance upon the Crown of 
England; that is to ſay, ztbey are going to chbuſe a- 


. nother Ning: For there can be no other Meaning 


in this Expreſſion, however ſome may pretend to 
ſtrain it. e e e e 

Anp this gives me an Opportunity of explain- 
ing, to thoſe who are ignorant, another Point which 
hath often ſwelled in my Breaſt. Thoſe who come 
over hither to us from England, and ſome weak 
People among our ſelves, whenever, in Diſcourſe, 
we make mention of Liberty and Property, ſhake 
their Heads, and tell us, that Ireland is a depending 
Kingdom ; as if they would ſeem, by this Phraſe, to 
intend, that the People of Ireland are in ſome 
State of Slavery or Dependance, different _= 
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thoſe of England : Whereas, a depending Kingdom 


is a modern Term of Art; unknown, as I have heard, 
to all antient,C:vilians, and Writers upon Covern. 
ment; and Ireland is, on the contrary, called in 
ſome Statutes an Imperial Crown, as held only from 
God; which is as high a Style, as any Kingdom 
is capable of receiving. Therefore by this Expreſ- 
| 4 ſion, a depending Kingdom, there is no more 
| | underſtood, than that by a Statute made here, in 
| the 33d Year of Henry VIII, The King and his Suc- 
ceſſors, are to be Kings Imperial of this Realm, as 
united and knit to the Imperial Crows of Eng- 
land. I have looked over all the Englifs and Iriſh 
| Statutes, without finding any Law that makes Ire. 
| land depend upon England; any more than England 
| .doth upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our- 
| ſelves to have the ſame King with them; and conſe- 
| » .quently they are obliged to, have the /ame King 
| with us, For the Law was made by our own Par- 
| tiament ; and our Anceſtors then were not ſuch 
Fools (whatever they were in the preceding Reign) to 
bring themſelves under I know not what Dependance, 
. which is now talked of, without any Ground of 
Law, Reaſon or common Senſe. 
LAT whoever think otherwiſe, I M. B. Draper, 
deſire, to be excepted. - For I declare, next under 
| God, I depend only on the King my Sovereign, and 
on the Laws of my own Country: And, I am ſo far 
from depending upon the People of England, that, 
if they ſhould ever rebel againſt my Sovereign, 
W Gap forbid) I would be ready. at the firſt 
Command from his Majeſty, to take Arms againſt 
them; as ſome of my Countrymen did againſt 
tbeirs at Preſton... And. if ſuch a Rebellion ſhould 
Aae 2 N as to fix the Pretender on the 
= 5 15 Throne 


I. Walpole, now Sir Robert. 
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Throne of England; I would venture to tranſgreſs 
that Statute, ſo far, as to loſe every Drop of my 
Blood, to hinder him from being King of Ireland. 
Ir is true, indeed, that within the Memory of 
Man, the Parliaments of England, have ſometimes 
aſſumed the Power of binding this Kingdom, by 
Laws enacted there; wherein they were, at firſt, 
openly oppoſed (as far as Truth, Reaſon and Fuſtice, 
are capable of oppoſing) by the famous Mr. Moli- 
neaux, an Engliſh Gentleman born here; as well 
as by ſeveral of the greateſt Patriots, and beſt Whigs 
in England ; but the Love and Torrent of Power 
prevailed, Indeed, the Arguments on both Sides 
were invincible. For in Reaſon, all Government, 
without the Conſent of the Governed, is the very 
Definition of Slavery: But in Fat, eleven Men well 
armed, will certainly ſubdue one ſingle Man in his 
Shirt, But I have done. For thoſe who have uſed 
Power to cramp Liberty, have gone ſo far as to re- 
ſent even the Liberty of Complaining ; although a 
Man upon the Rack, was never known to be refu- 
ſed the Liberty of roaring as loud as he thought fir. 
Ap, as we are apt to fink too much under unrea- 


ſonable Fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclined to be raiſ- 


ed by groundleſs Hopes, (according to the Nature 
of all conſumptive Bodies like ours.) Thus, it hath 
been given for ſeveral Days paſt, that Somebody in 
England, empowered a fecand Somebody, to write to 
a third Somebody here, to aſſure us, that we ſhould 
0 more be troubled with thoſe Half-pence, And this 
is reported to have been done by the *® ſame Perſon, 
who was ſaid to have ſworn ſome Months ago, _ 


t 


— >. om 
— — 
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he would ram them down our Throats, (though | 


doubt they would,/tick in our Stomachs.) But, which 


ever of theſe Reports is true or falſe, it is no Con- 
cern of ours. For, in this Point, we have nothin 

to do with Engliſh Miniſters : And I ſhould be for. 
ry to leave it in their Power to redreſ5 this Griey- 
ance, or to enforce it: For the Report of the Com. 
mittee, hath given me a Surfeit. The Remedy is 
wholly in your own Hands; and therefore I have 
digreſſed a little, in order to refreſh and continue 


chat Spirit ſo ſeaſonably raiſed among you; and to 


let you ſee, that by the Laws of GOD, of NA- 
TURE, of NAr ions and of your own CounTRy, 
you ARE, and Ou to be a FREE PEOPLE, 
as your Brethren in England. 5 

Ix the Pamphlets publiſhed at London by Mood 
and his Fourneymen, in Defence of his Cauſe, were 


Reprinted here, and that our Country men could be 


rſuaded to read them, they would convince you 


| of his wicked Defign, more than all I ſhall be e- 


ver able to ſay. In ſhort, I make him a perfect 


Saint, in Compariſon. of what he appears to be, 


from the Writings of thoſe whom he bzres to juſti- 
fy his Project. But he is fo far Maſter of the Field 
(let others gueſs the Reaſon) that no London Printer 
dare publith any Paper written in favour of Ireland: 
And here no Body hath yet been ſo bold, as to pub- 
liſh any Thing in Favour of bim. | 

Tun was a few Days ago a Phamphlet ſent 
me of near 30 Pages, written in Favour of Mr. 
Wood and his Coinage, printed in London: It is 


not worth anſwering, becauſe probably it will ne- 


ver be publiſhed here : But, it gave me an Oc- 
caſion to refle& upon an Unhappineſs we lie under, 
that the People 0 England are utterly ignorant oe ur 


* 


men in their ows Right Sentiments, when they 1 


Err 2 


caſe: Which, however, is no Wonder, ſince it is a 
Point they do not in the leaſt concern themſelves a- 


bout; farther than, perhaps, as a Subject of Diſ- 
courſe in a Coffee -houſe, when they have nothing 


elſe to talk of. For I have Reaſon to believe, that 


no Miniſter ever gave himſelf the Trouble of read- 
ing any Papers written in our Defence ; becauſe, I 


ſuppoſe their Opinions are already determined, and 


are formed wholly upon the Reports of Mood and 
his Accomplices ; elſe it would be impoſſible, that 


any Man could have the Impudence, to write ſuch 


a Pamphlet, as I have mentioned. 

Our Neighbours, whoſe Underſtandings are juſt up- 
01 Level with Ours (which perhaps are none of 
the Brighteſt) have a ſtrong Contempt for moſt Na- 
tions, but eſpecially for Ireland: They look upon us 
as a Sort of Savage Iriſb, whom our Anceſtors con- 
quered ſeveral Hundred Years ago : And, if I 
ſhould deſcribe the Britons to you, as they were in 
Cz/ar's Time, when they painted their Bodies, or 
cloathed themſelves with the Skins of Beaſts, I ſhould 


act full as reaſonably as they do. However, they are 


ſo far to be excuſed, in Relation to the preſent Sub- 
ject, that, hearing only one Side of the Canſe, and 
having neither Opportunity nor Curioſity to exa- 
mine the other, they believe a Lye, meerly for their 
Eaſe; and conclude, becauſe Mr. Wood pretends to 
have Power, he hath alſo Reaſon on his Side. 


TnkRETORE, to let you ſee how this Caſe is 


repreſented in England by Hood and his Adherents, 
I have thought it proper to extract out of that 
Pamphlet, a few of thoſe notorious Falſhoods, in 
Point of Fai and Reaſoning, contained therein; 
the Knowledge whereof, will confirm my Country- 
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ſee by comparing both, how much their Enemies 
are in the Wrong. 

Fixs T, The Writer poſitively aſſerts, That 
Wood's Half-pence were current among us for ſeveral 
Months, with the univerſal Approbation of all Peo- 
ple, without one Jingle Gain-ſayer ; and we all 10 4 
Man thought our ſelves Happy in having them. 

SEconDLyY, He affirms, That we were drawn in, 
to a diſlike of them, only by ſome cunning evil deſign- 
ins Men among us, who oppoſed this Patent of Weck 
to get another for themſelves. 

TrirpLy, That thoſe cobo moſt declared at In 
againſt Wood's Patent, were the very Men who in- 
tend to get another for their own Advantage. 

Four THLY, That our Parliament and Privy- 
Council, the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, 
the Grand Furies and Merchants, and in ſhort the 
whole Kingdom; nay, the very Dogs, (as he expreſ- 
ſeth it) were fond of theſe Half-pence, till they were in- 
flamed by thoſe few deſigning Perſons aforeſaid. 

FirTHLY, He ſays directly, That all thoſe who 
oppoſed the NY: pence were Papiſts, and Enemies to 
King Geo 

Trvs Ne I am confident, the moſt ignorant a- 
mong you can ſafely ſwear from your own Know- 
ledge, that the Author is a moſt notorious Lyar in 
every Article; the direct contrary being ſo manifeſt 
to the whole Kingdom, that if occaſion required, we 
might get ĩt confirmed under Five Hundree 75 bouſand 


Hands. 


SixTLTY, He would beinen us, That if wwe 
fell Five Shillings worth of our Goods or Manufactures 
Two Shillings and Four-pence worth of Copper, al- 


though the Copper were melted down, and tbat we could 
ff. Froe e in Gold and Ser for ve ſaid e! ; 


get 
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yet to take the ſaid Two Shillings and Four-pence in 
Copper, would be greatly for our Advantage, 

AnD, Laſtly, he maketh us a very Jr Offer, 
as empowered by Wood, That if we will take off 
o Hundred Thouſand Pounds in bis Half-pence for 
eur Goods, and likewiſe pay bim Three per Cent. In- 
tereſt for Thirty Years, for an Hundred and. Twenty 
Thouſand Pounds (at which he computes the Coinage 
above the intrinſic Value of the Copper) for the Loan 
of his Coin, be will after that time give us good Mo- 
vey for what Half-pence will be then left. 

Lr me place this Offer in as clear a light as I 
can, to ſhew the inſupportable Villainy and Impu- 
dence of that incorrigible Wretch. Firſt, (ſays he) 
| Twill ſend Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds of my Coin 
into your Country : The Copper I compute to be in real 
Value Eighty Thouſand Pounds, and I charge you with 
an Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Pounds for the Cot- 
nage; ſo that you ſee, Ilend you an Hundred anil Ten- 
ty Thouſand Pounds for Thirty Years; for which you 
hall pay me Three per Cent. That is to ſay, Three Thou+ 
ſand Six Hundred Pounds per Annum, which in Thir- 
ty Years, will amount to an Hundred and Eight Thou- 
ſand Pounds. And when theſe Thirty Years are expired, 
return me my Copper, and I will give you good Money 
for it. - . 

THis is tne Propoſal made to us by Wood, in 
that Pamphlet, written by one of his Commiſſio- 
ners: And the Author is ſuppoſed to be the ſame in- 
famous Coleby, one of his Under-Swearers at the 
Committee of Council, who was tryed for Robbing the 
Treaſury bere where he was an Under-Clerk. 

By this Propoſal he will farſt receive Two Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds, in Goods, or Sterling, for as 
much. Copper as he values at Eighty Thouſand 

Pounds; 
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Pounds; but in Reality not worth Thirty Thou. 
ſand Pounds: Secondly, He will receive for Inte- 
reſt an Hundred and Eight Thouſand Pounds: 
And when our Children come Thirty Years hence, 
to return his Halt-pence upon his Executors, (for 
before that Time he will be probably gone 10 his own 
Place) thoſe Executors will very reaſonably reject 
them as Raps and Counterfeits; which they will be, 
and Millions of them of his own Coinage. 
MrRHIXEs, I am fond of ſuch a Dealer as this, 
who mends every Day upon our Hands, like a 
Dutch Reckoning; where, if you diſpute the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs and Exorbitancy of the Bill, the Land- 
' Jord ſhall bring it up every Time with new Addi. 
dions. | $101 | 
ALTHOUGH theſe and the like Pamphlets, pub- 
liſhed by Wood in London, but altogether unknown 
here, where no body could read them, without as 
much Indignation as Contempt would allow); yet [ 
thought it proper to give you a Specimen how this 
Man employs his Time ; where he rides alone, with- 
out any Creature to contradict him; while our FEM 
FRIENDS there, wonder at our Silence: And the 
Engliſh in general, if they think of this Matter at 
all, impute our Refuſal to FY/i/fulne/s or Diſſafection, 
juſt as Wood and his Hirelings are pleaſed to repre- 
ſent. | bY | 
Bur, although our Arguments are not ſuffered 
to be printed in England, yet the Conſequence will 


be of little Moment. Let Wood endeavour to per- 


ſuade the People there, that we ought to receive his 
Coin; and let Mz convince our People here, that 

ht to reject it, under Pain of our utter Un- 
doing. And then let him do his beſt and his 2worſt. 


BxFoRE 
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BETORE I conclude, | muſt beg Leave in all 
Humility, to tell Mr. Mood, that he is guilty of 
great Indiſcretion, by cauſing ſo Honaurable a Name 
as that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned fo often, 
and in ſuch a Manner, upon this Occaſion, A 
ſhort Paper printed at Briſtol, and reprinted here, 
reports Mr. Wood to ſay, that he wonders at the 
Impudence and Inſolence of the Iriſh, in refuſing hir 
Coin, and what be will do when Mr. Walpole comes 
to Town. Where, by the Way, he is miſtaken ; for 
it is the true Engliſb People of Ireland, who refuſe it; 
although we take it for granted, that the IJriſb will 
do ſo too, whenever they are asked. In another 
printed Paper of his contriving, it is roundly ex- 
preſſed, that Mr. Walpole will cram his Braſs down 
aur Throats, Sometimes it is given out, that we 
muſt either tate theſe Half-pence or eat our Brogaes. 
And, in another News-Letter, but of Yeſterday, 
we read, that the ſame great Man bath fworn ho 
make us fwallow his Coin in Fire- balls. 

Tuis brings to my Mind the known Story of a 
Scotch Man, who receiving Sentence of Death, with 
all the Circumſtanees of Hanging, Bebeading, Quar- 
tering, Embowelling, and the like ; cried out, what 
needs all this Cook ERV? And, I think, we have 
Reaſon to ask the ſame Queftion : For if we believe 
: Wood, here is a Dinner getting ready for us, and you 
ſee the Bill of Fare; and I am forry the Drink 
was forgot, which might eaſily be ſupplied with 
melted Lead and flaming Pitch. | 

WHraT vile Words are theſe to put into the 
Mouth of a great Councellor, in high Truſt with 
his Majeſty, and looked upon as a Prime Mini- 
ſter? If Mr. Hood hath no better a Manner of re- 
prefenting his Patrons ; when'I come to be a cr 

lan, 


140 The DRAPIER's LETTERSõ. 


Man, he ſhall never be ſuffered to attend at my 
Levee. This is not the Style of a great Miniſter; 
it favours too much of the Kettle and the Furnace; 
and came entirely out of Hood's Forge. 

As for the Threat of making us eat our Brogues, 
we need not be in Pain ; for if his Coin ſhould 
paſs, that unpolite covering for the Feet, would no 
longer be 4 National Reproach ; becauſe then we 
ſhould have neither Shoe nor Brogue left in the 
Kingdom. But here the Falſhood of Mr. odd is 
fairly detected; for I am confident, Mr. Walpole 
never heard of a Brogue in his whole I ife. 

As to Swallowing theſe Half-pence in Fire-balls, 


it is a Story equally improbable. For, to exe- 


cute this Operation, the whole Stock of Mr. Hood's 
Coin and Metal muſt be melted down, and mold- 
ed into hollow Balls with Wild-Fire, no bigger 


than a reaſonable I hroat can be able to ſwallow. 
Now, the Metal he hath prepared, and already 


coined, will amount to at leaſt Fifty Millions of 
Half-pence, -to be ſwallowed by a Million and 
Half of People; ſo that allowing Two Half- 
pence to each Ball, there will be about Seven- 


teen. Balls of Mild. fre a- piece, to be ſwallowed by 


every. Perſon in the Kingdom: And to admini- 
ſter. this Doſe, there cannot be conveniently few- 
er than Fifty Thouſand Operators, allowing one 
Operator to every Thirty; which conſidering the 
Squeamiſhneſ5 of ſome Stomachs, and the Peevi/h- 
neſs of young Children, is but reaſonable. Now, 


under Correction of better Judgments, I think 


the Trouble and Charge of ſuch an Experiment, 
would exceed the Profit; and therefore I take this 
Report to be ſpurious ; or at leaſt, only a new 


Scheme 


— 


LETTER Iv: 141 


Scheme of Mr. Wood himſelf; which, to make it 
paſs the better in Ireland, he would father upon a 
Miniſter of State. 35 
Bur I will now demonſtrate, beyond all Con- 
tradiction, that Mr. Walpole is againſt this Project 
of Mr. Wood, and is an entire Friend to Jreland, on- 
ly by this one invincible Argument, That he has 
the Univerſal Opinion of being a wiſe Man, an 
able Miniſter, and, in all his Proceedings, purſu- 
ing the true Intereſt of the King his Maſter : And 
that as his Integrity is above all Corruption, ſo is 
his Fortune above all Temptation. I reckon there- 
fore, we are perfectly ſafe from that Corner; and 
ſhall never be under the Neceſſity of contendin 
with ſo Formidable a Power ; but be left to poſſels 
our Brogues and Potatoes in Peace, as Remote from 
Thunder, as we are from Fupiter. 


Jam, my dear Countrymen, 
Your Loving Fellow Subject, 
Fellow-Sufferer, and . 


Humble Servant. - | 
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In about a Month after the Proclamation was 
publiſhed, offering Three. Hundred Pound. 
Reward for diſcovering the Author of the pre- 
ceding LETTER, the following Paper was 
publiſhed. e | 
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ThePRESENTMENT of the Grand- Fur) 
of the County of the City of Dublin. 


Wy 5 HERE As ſeveral great Quantities of 
A a baſe Metal -coined, commonly cal- 
led ood's Half-pence, have been 
brought into the Port of Du BLIx, 
and lodged in ſeveral Houſes of 
= this City, with an Intention to make 
them paſs clandeſtinely, among his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom; notwithſtanding the Ad- 
dreſſes of both Houſes of Parliament, and Privy- 
Council, and the Declarations of moſt of the Cor- 
porations of this City, againſt the ſaid Coin : And 
whereas his Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed 
to leave his loyal Subjects of this Kingdom, at 
Liberty to take or refuſe the {aid Half-pence. 


WI 
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W the Grand-Fury of the County of the City 
of Dublin, this Michaelmas-Term, 1724, having en- 
tirely at Heart his Majeſty's Intereſt, and the Wel- 
fare of our Country, and being thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of the great Diſcouragement. which Trade hath 
ſuffered, by the Apprehenſions of the ſaid Coin 
whereof we have already felt the diſmal Effects; 
and that the Currency thereof will inevitably tend 
to the great Diminution of his Majeſty's Revenue, 
and the Ruin of us and our Poſterity : Do preſent 
all ſuch Perſons, as have attempted or ſhall endea- 
vour by Fraud, or otherwiſe, to impoſe the ſaid 
Half-pence upon us, contrary to his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious Intentiors, as Enemies to his Majeſty's 
Government, and to the Safety, Peace, and Wel- 
fare, of all his Majeſty's Subjects of this King- 
dom; whoſe Affections have been ſo eminently di- 
ſtinguiſhed, by their Zeal to his illuſtrious Family, 
before his happy Acceſſion to the Throne, and by 
their continual Loyalty ever fince. 

As we do, with all juſt Gratitude, acknowledge 
the Services of all ſuch Patriots, as have been emi- 
nently zealous for the Intereſt of his Majeſty, and 
this Country, in detecting the fraudulent Impoſiti- 
ons of the ſaid Mood, and preventing the paſſing 
his baſe Coin: So we do, at the ſame Time, de- 
clare our Abhorrence and Deteftation of all Re. 
flect ions on his Majeſty and his Government; and 
that we are ready, with our Lives and Fortunes, to 
defend his moſt Sacred Majeſty, againſt the Pre- 
tender and all his Majeſty's open and ſecret Ene- 
mies both at Home and Abroad. | 
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Given under our Hands, at the GRAN PD-JuRx 


Chamber, this 28th of November, 1724. 


George Forbes. 
William Empſon, 


Nathaniel Fearſon, 


Joſeph Nuttal, 
William Aſton, 
Stearn Tighe, 
Richard Walker, 
Edmund French, 
John Verailles, 
Philip Pearſon, 
Thomas Robinſon, 
Richard Dawſon, 


David Tew, 


Thomas How, 
John Jones, 


James Brown, 
Charles Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 


John Sican, 


Anthony Brunton, 
Thomas Gaven, 
Daniel Elwood, 
John Brunet. 


Sz ASONABLII 


SEASONABLE ADVICE to the Grands Jury; 
concerning the Bill preparing againſt the 
PRINTER of tbe preceding LETTER. 


ETAe,INCE a Bill is preparing for the 
Grand- Jury, to find againſt the Prin- 
ter of the Draprer's laſt Letter; there 
are ſeveral Things maturely to be con- 
ſidered by thoſe Gentlemen, before they 
determine upon it. | | 


Fi RST, they are to conſider ; that the Author of 
the faid Pamphlet did write three other Diſcourſes on 
the ſame Subject; which, inſtead of being cenſured, 
were univerſally approved by the whole Nation; 
and were allowed to have raiſed, and continued 
that Spirit among. us, which hitherto hath kept 
out Wood's Coin: For, all Men will grant, that, 
if thoſe Pamphlets had not been writ, his Coin 
muſt have over-run the Nation ſome Months ago. 
| SECONDLY, It is to be conſidered that this Pam- 
phlet, againſt Whieh a Proclamation hath been iſſu- 
ed, is writ by the ſame Author; that np Body ever 
doubted the Innocence and Goodneſs of his De- 
ſign 3 that he appears through the whole Tenor 
of it, to be a loyal Subject to his Majeſty ; and 
devoted to the Houſe of Hanover, and declares him- 


ſelf in a Manner peculiarly zealous againſt the Pre-, | 


tender. 
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tender. And, if ſuch a writer, in four ſeveral 
Treatiſes on ſo nice a Subject, where a Royal Pa- 
tent is concerned, and where it was . neceſſary : to 
ſpeak of England, and of Liberty 3 ſhould, in one 
or two Places, happen to let fall an inadvertent 
Expreſſion; it would be hard. to condemn him, 


after -all the Good he hath done; eſpecially, when 


we conſider, that he could have no poſſible De- 


ſign in View, either of Honour or Profit; but pure- 


IL THe Good or nis CounTRY. 

TIR DIL, It ought to be well conſidered, whe- 
ther any one Expreſſion. in the ſaid Pamphlet, 
be really liable to a juſt Exception; much leſs to 
be found wicked, malicious, ſeditious, reflecting on his 
Majeſty and his Miniſtry, &c. „ 
TE two Points in that Pamphlet, which, it is 
ſaid, the Proſecutors intend chiefly to fix- on, are, 
Firſt, where the Author mentions the Penner of 
the King's Anſwer. Firſt, It is well known, his 
Majeſty is not Maſter of the Engliſh Tongue ; and 
therefore, it is neceſſary, that ſome other Perſon 
ſhould be employed to Pen what he hath to ſay 
or write in that Language. Secondly, his Majeſ- 
ty's Anſwer is not in the firſt Perſon, but the 
Third. It is not ſaid, WE ARE CONCERNED, OR 
Oux Royar PrREDEcess0Rs ; but, His Majes- 
TY is concerned, and his Royar PREDECESSOR, 
By which it is plain, theſe are properly not the 


Words of his Majeſty ; but ſuppoſed to be taken 


from him, and tranſmitted hither by one of his 
Minifters. Thirdly, it will be eaſily ſeen, that the 
Author of the Pamphlet delivers his Sentiments 
upon this Particular, with the utmoſt Caution and 
Reſpect, as any impartial Reader will obſerve. 
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Tu E ſecond Paragraph, which, it is ſaid, will 
be taken Notice of, as a Motive to find the Bill, 
is what the. Author ſays of Ireland, being a de. 
pendent Kingdom. He explains all the Dependenc 
he knows of ; which is a Law made in — 
whereby it is enacted, That whoever is King of 
England {hall be King of Ireland. Before this Ex- 
planation be condemned, and the Bill found upon 
it, it would be proper that ſome Lawyers ſhould 
fully inform the Jury, what other Law there is, 
either Statute or common, for this Dependency ;, 
and if there be po Law, there is no Tranſgreſ- 
ſion. 

Tur fourth Thing very e to be conſi- 
deted by the Jury is, what Influence their finding 
the Bill may have upon the Kingdom : The Peo- 
ple in general find no Fault in the Drapier's laſt 
Book, any more than in the three former ; and 
therefore, when they hear it is condemned by a 
Grand- Jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is done 
in Favour of H/ood's Coin; they will think we of 
this Town have changed our Minds, and intend to 
take thoſe Half. pence, and therefore that ic would 
be in vain for them to ſtand out: So, that the 
Queſtion comes to this, Which will be of the 
worlt Conſequence ; to let paſs one or two Expreſ- 
ſions, at the worſt only unwary, in a Book written 
for the publick Service; or to leave a free open 


Paſſage for J//o0d's Braſs to over-run us, by which 


we ſhall be undone for ever ? 
Tu fifth Thing to be conſidered is, that the 


7 Members of the Grand-Jury.being Merchants, and 
principal Shop-keepers, can have no ſutable Temp- 


tation offered them as a Recompence for the Miſ- 
chief they will do, and ſuffer, by letting in this 
Coin; nor can be at any Loſs or Danger, by re- 
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jecting the Bill: They do not expect any Employ- 
ments 1n the State, to make up in their own private 
Advantage, by the Deſtruction of their Country: 
Whereas thoſe who go about to adviſe, entice, or 
threaten them to find that Bill, have great Employ- 
ments, which they have a Mind to keep, or to 
get greater; as it was likewiſe the Caſe of all thoſe 
who ſigned the Proclamation, to have the Author 
proſecuted. And, therefore it is known, that his 
Grace the Lord Arch-biſhop of Dublin, ſo re- 
nowned for his Piety and Wiſdom, and Love of 
his Country, abſolutely refuſed to condemn the 
Book or the Author. | i 1 5 
LAs T Ly, It ought to be conſidered, what Con- 
ſequence the finding of the Bill, may have upon a 
poor Man perfectly innocent; I mean the Printer. 
A Lawyer may pick out Expreſſions, and make 
them liable to Exception, where no other Man is 
able to find any: But how can it be ſuppoſed, that 
an ignorant Printer can be ſuch a Critick? He 
knew the Author's Deſign was honeſt, and ap- 
goes by the whole Kingdom : He adviſed with 
riends, who told him there was no Harm in the 
Book, and he could ſee none himſelf. : 
_ IT was ſent him in an unknown Hand; but the 
fame in which he received the Three former. He 
and his Wife have offered to take their Oaths, 
that they knew not the Author; and therefore, 
to find a Bill that may bring a Puniſhment upon 
the Innocent, will appear very hard, (to fay no 
worſe.) For it will be impoſſible to find the Au- 
thor, unleſs he will pleaſe to diſcover himſelf ; al- 
though I wonder he ever concealed his Name. But, 
tp” . e eee I ſuppoſe, 
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I ſuppoſe, what he did at firſt out of Modeſty, he 
continues to do out of Prudence. God protect Us 
r * 

T- wiLL concludè all with a Fable, aſcribed to 
Demoſthenes : He had ſerved the People of Athens 
with great Fidelity, in the Station of an Orator ; 


when, upon a certain Occaſion, apprehending to 


be delivered over to his Enemies, he told the Athe- - 


nians, his Countrymen, the following Story: Once, 
upon a Time, the Wolves deſired a League with 
the Sheep, upon this Condition: That the Cauſe of 


Strife might be taken away, which was the Shep- 


berds and the Maſtifßs: This being granted, the 
Wolves, without all Fear, made Havock of the 
Sheep. 5 | 


Nov. 11th, : 
1724. e 
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The Evening before the Tryal, Copies o f the ba 
ing Paper were conveyed to every Perſon of the 

 Grand-Fury ; who, moved by the Reaſons contained 
in the ſaid Paper, would not find the Bill; where- 
upon, the Chief Juſtice Whitſhed diſolved the Fury 
in a "a After which, the following Extratt was 

Publi 72 and diſperſed about the Tewn, to fhew 
_ the Illegality of the ſaid Whitſhed's Proceeding. | 


An Extract of a Book, entitled, An exact 
Cyllection of the Debates of the Houſe of 
Commons, held at Weſtminſter, INT: 21, 
1680. Pag. 150. 


RESOLUTIONS of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in England, Nov. the 13th, 1680. 


m 


Th 
WY 

* 

; D., in 


BSEverar Perſons being examined a- 
bout the Diſmiſſing a Grand- Jury in 
aiddleſer; the Houſe came to the 
1 following Reſolutions. 

ERS ResoLVED, That the diſcharging 
of a a — by any Judge, before the End 
of the Term, Aſſizes, or Seſſions, while Matters are 
under their Conſideration, and not preſented, is ar- 

bitrary, illegal, deſtructive to publick Juſtice, a 
manifeſt Violation of his Oath, and is a Means to 
ſubvert the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. 

RxSsOL VD, that a Committee be appointed to 
examine the Proceedings of the Judges in Meſtmin- 
ſter-Hall; and report the ſame, with their Opinion 
Wn, to this Hcuſe. 
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To the Right Honourable the 


Lord Viſcount MoLeswonrh. 


They "RPA me about alſo -with Words of 
Deceit, and fought againſt me without a Cauſe. 
For my Love they are my Adverſaries ; but I give 
my ſelf unto Prayer, 

And they have rewarded me Evil for Good, an 
Hatred for my Love, Eſal. cix. 3, 4, 5. 

Seele not to be Judge, being not abſe to take awa 
Iniquity; leſt at any Time thou fear the Perſon 
of the Mighty, and lay a ſtumbling Block in 

the Way of thy Uprightneſs. = 

Offend not againſt the Multitude of a City, and 
then thou ſhalt not caſt thy ſelf down among 
the-People. 

Bind not one Sin upon another, for in one thou 


ſhalt not be unpuniſhed, Ecclus vil. 6, WS 
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Now j jam primo peto Moeſtbeus, neque vincere certo: 
Quanquam O! Sed FEI quibus hoc, Negro, 


dediſti. 
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ding, | 
AEN 1 ſent you my former Papers, I 
cannot ſay T intended you either Good 
or Hurt; and yet you have bappened 
through my Means to receive both. J 
— pray God deliver you from any more of 
the Latter, and increaſe the Former. Your Trade, 
particularly in this Kingdom, is, of all others, the mojt 
unfortunately circumſtantiated ; for, as you deal in 
the moſt worthleſs Kind of Traſh ; the Penny Produc- 
tions of Pennyleſs Scribblers; ſo you often venture 
your Liberty, and ſometimes your Lives, for the Pur- 
chaſe of half a Crown ; and, by your own Ignorance, 
are puniſhed for other Mens Actions. „ 
I am afraid, you, in particular, think you bave 
Reaſon to complain of me for your own, and your 
Wife's Confinement in Priſon, to your great Ex- 
e as well as Hardſhip ;, and for a Proſecution 
Hill impending. But I will tell you Mr. Harding, 
bow that Malter ſtands. Since the Preſs hath lain 
under fo ſtrict an Iuſpection, thoſe who bave a Mind 
10 inform the World, are become ſo cautious, 1 to 
Jr e ep 
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keep themſelves, if poſſible, out of the way of Dan- 


ger. My Cuſtom therefore, is to dictate to 4 Pren- 
tice who can write in a feigned Hand ; and what is 
written, we ſend to your Houſe by a Black-guard 
Boy. But, at the ſame Time, I do aſe you, up- 
on my Reputation, that I never did ſend you any 
thing, for which, I thought you could poſſibly be cal- 
led to an Account. And, you will be my Witneſs, that 
1 always defired you, by a Letter, to take ſome good 
Advice before you ventured to print; becauſe I knew 
the Dexterity of Dealers in the Law, at finding 
out ſomething to faſten on, where no Evil is meant. 
Jam told, indeed, that you did accordingly conſult 
ſeveral very able Perſons ; and even ſome who after- 
wards appeared againſt you : To which I can only an- 
ſcher; that you muſt either change your Adviſers, or 
determine to print nothing bat comes from a Drapier. 
J defire you will ſend the encloſed Letter, directed 
to my Lord Viſcount Moleſworth, at his Houſe at 


Brackdenſtown, near Swords: But I would have 


it ſent Printed, for the Convenience of his Lordſhip*s 
Reading, becauſe this counterfeit Hand of my Prer- 
tice, is not very legible. And if you think fit to 
publiſh it, I would have you firſt get it read over 
carefully by ſome notable Lawyer: I am aſſured, 
you will find enough of them who are Friends to the 
Drapier, and will do it without 4 Fee; which, 1 
am afraid, you can ill afford after all your Expen- 
ces, For, although I bave taken ſo much Care, that 
I think it impoſſible to find a Topick out of the fol- 
lowing Papers, for ſending you again 10 Priſon ;, yet 
Iwill not venture to be your Guarantee. | 

This enſuing Letter, contains only a ſhort Account 


of my ſelf, and an bumble Apology for my former 


Pamphlets, eſpecially the laſt; with little W 
: A 
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of Mr. Wood, or bis Half-pence ; becauſe L have 


already ſaid enough upon that Subject, until Occaſim 


Hall be given for new Fears; and in that Caſe, you 


may perhaps hear from me again. 
wo Ian, 
i Your Friend 
- and Servant, L 
M. B. 
From my Shop in 
St. Francis. ſtreet, 
Dec. 14, 1724. 


* * 23 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


For want of Intercourſe between you and me, 
which I never will ſuffer, your People are apt to 


make very groſs Errors in the Preſs ; which I de- 
- fire you will provide againſt 
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To che Right nne the 0 Lord Viſ- 
count Molefworth, at his Houſe at © Br: 
7 e near Swords, 


y 


REF IL E r too late on the Maxim 
= of common Obſervers, that thoſe 
7 who meddle in Matters out of their 
Calling, will have Reaſon to re- 
nt; which is now verified in me: 
TIPS B For by engaging in the Trade of 
a Writer, J have drawn upon my ſelf the Diſplea- 
ſure of the Government, ſignified by a Proclamati- 
on; promiſing a Reward of Three Hundred Pounds, 
to the firſt faithful Subject who ſhall be able, and 
inclined to hfurm againſt me. To which I may 
add, the laudable Zeal and Induſtry of my Lord 
Chief. Juſtice MWpbitſped, in his Endeavours to diſ- 
cover ſo dangerous a Perſon. Therefore, whether 
I repent or no, I have certainly Cauſe to do fo, 
and the Common Obſervation {till ſtands good. 
Ir will ſometifhes happen, I know not how, 
in the Courſe of human Affairs, that a Man ſhall 
be made . to legal Animadverſions where 


he 
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he hath nothing to anſwer for, either to God or his 
ry 3 and condemned at Weſtminſter Hall, for 


what he will never be * with at the Day of 


rent. 
* AFTER ſtrictly examining my own Heart, and 


conſulting ſome Divines of great Reputation, 1 


cannot accuſe my ſelf of any Malice or Wicked. 


neſs againſt the Publick ; of any Deſigns to ſow Sedi- 
lion; of reflecting on the King and bis Miniſters ;, or 


of endeavouring to alienate the Aﬀettions of the Peo- 
of this Kingdom from thoſe of England. All 
can charge my ſelf with, is a 595 Attempt, 
to ſerve a Nation in Danger of Deſtruction, by a 
moſt wicked and malicious Projector; without 
waiting until I were called to its Afviſtance : Which 
Attempt, however it may perhaps, give me the 
Title: of Pragmatical and Overweening, will never 
lie a Burthen upon my Conſcience. God knows, 
whether I may not, with all my Caution, have al- 
ready run my ſelf into a ſecond Danger, by offer- 
ing thus much in my own Vindication. For, I 
have heard of a Judge, who upon the Criminals Ap- 
peal to the dreadful Day of Judgment, told him, 
he had incurred a Premunire, for appealing 10 a ſo- 
reign Furiſdiction: And of another in Wales, who 
ſeverely checked the Priſoner for offering the ſame 


| Plea ; taxing him with reflecting on the Court by 


ſuch a Compariſon ; becauſe Compariſons are odious. 

Bor, in Order to make ſome Excuſe for be- 
ing more ſpeculative than others of my Condi- 
tion; I deſire your AE s Pardon, while I 


am 


* * 7 


i. 


EET 


Articles mentioned in the Iudidtiment, and vide the Procla- 
mation. 


r 


2 — 


% hw 8 5 "$3 =#® 


LETTER. E 157 


am doing a very fooliſh Thing; which is to give 
you ſome little Account of my ſelf. 
I was bred at a Free-School, where I acquired 


ſome little Knowledge in the Latin Tongue. I ſer- 


ved my Apprenticeſhip in London, and there ſet up 
for my ſelf with good Succeſs 3 until by the Death 
of ſome Friends, and the Misfortunes of others, I re- 
turned into this Kingdom, and began to employ my 
Thoughts in cultivating the Moollen-Manufalture 
through all its Branches; wherein I met with great 
Diſcouragement, and powerful Oppoſers; whoſe 


Objections appeared to me very ſtrange and ſingu- 


lar, They argued, that the People of England 
would be offended, if our Manufactures were brought 


to equal theirs; And even ſome of the Veaving- 
Trade were my Enemies; which I could not but 


look upon as ab/urd and unnatural. I remember your 
Lordſhip, at that Time, did me the Honour ta 
come into my Shop, where I ſhewed you a * Piece 
of Black and White Stuff, juit ſent from the Dyer; 
which you were pleaſed to approve of, and be my 


| Cuſtomer for it. 


HoweveR, I was ſo mortified, that I reſolved, 
for the future, to ſit quietly in my Shop, and deal 
in common Goods, like the reſt of my Brethren ; un- 
til it happened ſome Months ago, conſidering with 
my ſelf, that the lower and poorer Sort of People 
wanted a plain, ſtrong, coarſe Stuff to defend them 
againſt Cold Eaſterly Minds; which then blew very 


ferce and blaſting for a long Time together : I con- 


trived one on Purpoſe, which ſold very. well all 
over the Kingdom, and preſerved many thouſands 


* By this is meant, a preceding Diſcourſe, in this Volume, entitled, 
A propoſal tor the Univerſal Uſe of II Manufactures. | 
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from Agues. I then made a * ſecond and chr Kind 
of 2 for the Gentry, with the ſame Succeſs; inſo- 
much that an Ague hath hardly deen heard of for 
ſome Time. 

Tris incited me ſo far, that I 3 upon 

a ＋ fourth Piece made of the beſt [rb Wool I 
could get; and I thought it grave and rich enough 
to be worn by the beſt Lord or Fudge of the 
Land! But, of late, ſome great Folks complain, as! 
hear, that when they had it on, they felt a Shyd- 
dering in their Limbs, and have thrown it off in a 
Rage; curſing to Hell the poor Drapier, who in- 
vented it. So that I am determined, never to work 
for Perſons of Quality again; except for your Lord- 
foip and a very few more. 

I Ass VRE your Lordſhip, upon the Word of an 
honeſt Citizen, that I am not richer, by the Va- 
lue of one of Mr. Wood's Half-pence, with the Sale 
of all the ſeveral Stuffs I have contrived : For I give 
the whole Profit to the Dyers and Preſſers. And, 
therefore, I hope you will pleaſe to believe, chat 
no other Motive beſides the Love of my Country, 

could engage me to buſy my Head and Hands, to 
the Loſs of my Time; and the Gain of nothing but 
Pexation and ill Will, 

I Have now in hand one Piece of Stuff to be 
woven on purpoſe for your Lordſhip ; although 
I might be aſhamed to offer it to you, after I have 
confeſſed, that it will be made only from the 
$ Shreds and Remnants of the Wool employed in tht 
former. However, 1 ſhall work it oy” as well az 

„ I can; 


r 
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1...» Mlading to the Dtapier* s three firſt Letters. 
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can; and at worſt you need only give it among 
a your Tenants. 
J I am very ſenſible how ill your Lordſhip is like 


to be entertained with the Pedantry of a Draper ; 
lt in the Terms of his own Trade, How will the 
1 Matter be mended, when you find me entering a- 
h in, although very ſparingly, into an Affair of 

gal 
* State? For ſuch is now grown the Controverſy with 
[ Mr. Wood, if ſome great Lawyers are to be cre- 
1 dited. And as it often happens at Play, that 
a Men begin with Farth:ngs, and go on to Gold, till 
ſome of them loſe their Eſtates and die in Goal. 
So it may poſlibly fall out in my Caſe, that by 
playing too long with Mr. Mood's Half-pence, 1 

may be drawn in to pay a Fine, double to the Re- 

| ward for Betraying me; be ſent to Priſon, and 
not be delivered thence until I ſhall have paid the utter- 
moſt Farihing. 

TayzRe are, My Lord, three Sorts of Perſons 
with whom I am reſolved never to diſpute : A 
Highwayman with a Piſtol at my Breaſt ; a Troop 
of Dragoons who come to plunder my Houſe ; and a 
Man of the Law who can make a Merit of accuſing 
me. In each of theſe Caſes which are almoſt. the 
ſame, the beſt Method is to keep out of the Way ; 
and the next beſt is to deliver your Money, ſurrender 
your Houſe, and confeſs. nothing. 

I am told, that the two Points in my laſt Let- 
ter, from which an Occaſion of Offence hath been 
aken, are where I mention His Majeſty's Anſwer 
to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords upon Mr, 
Wood's Patent; and where I diſcourſe upon Ire- 
luis being a dependent Kingdom. As to the ſor- 
mer, I can only ſay, that i have treated it with 
nel the utmoſt Reſpect and Caution; and I thought 

it neceſſary to ſhew where Wood's Patent differed 
M 2 in 
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in many eſſential Parts, from all others that ever 
had been granted ; becauſe, the contrary had, for 
want of due Information, been ſo ſtrongly and ſo 
largely aſſerted. As to the other, of Ireland. 
Dependeney ; 1 confeſs to have often heard it men. 
tioned, but was never able to underſtand what it 
meant. This gave me the Curioſity to enquire 
among ſeveral eminent Lawyers, who profeſſed 
they knew nothing of the Matter. I then turn. 
ed over all the Statutes of both Kingdoms with- 
out the leaſt Information, further than an 7; 
Act that I quoted of the 33d of Henry VIII. 
uniting Ireland to England under one King. I 
cannot ſay I was ſorry to be diſappointed in my 
Search; becauſe it is certain, I could be content- 
ed to depend only upon God and my Prince, and 
the Laws of my own Country, after the Manner 


of other Nations. But ſince my Betters are of a 


_ different Opinion, and deſire furiber Dependencies, | 
ſhall outwardly ſubmit ; yet ſtill inſiſting in my own 
Heart, upon the Exception I made of M. B. Dra. 
pier: Indeed that Hint was borrowed from an idle 
Story I had heard in England, which perhaps may 
be common and beaten ; but becauſe it n/inuates 
neither Treaſon nor Sedition, I will juſt barely relate 
It, | 
. Some Hundred Years ago, when the Peers were 
ſo great that the Commons were looked upon as 
little better than their Dependants ; a Bill was 
brought in for making ſome new Additions to 
the Power and Privileges of the Peerage. After 
it was read, one Mr. Drue, a Member of the 
Houſe ſtood up, and ſaid, he very much appro- 
ved the Bill, and would give his Vote to have it 
| paſs; but however, for ſome Reaſons beſt known 
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to himſelf, he deſired that a Clauſe might be in- 
ſerted for excepting the Family of the Drues. The 
Oddneſs of the Propoſition taught others to refle& 
a little; and the Bill was thrown out. 

WHETHER I were miſtaken, or went too far 
in examining the Dependency, muſt be left to the 
impartial Judgment of the World, as well as to 
the Courts of Judicature ; although indeed not in 
ſo effeftual and deciſive a Manner. But to affirm, 
as I hear ſome do, in order to countenance a fear- 
ful and ſervile Spirit, that this Point did not be- 
. long to my Subject, is a falſe and fooliſh Objection. 
There were ſeveral ſcandalous Reports induſtriouſly 
ſpread by Wood and his Accomplices, to diſcourage 
all Oppoſition againſt his infamous Project. They 
gave it out that we were prepared for a Rebelli- 
on; that we diſputed the King's Prerogative ; and 
were ſhaking off our Dependency. The firſt went 
ſo far, and obtained ſo much Belief againſt the 
moſt viſible Demonſtrations to the contrary, that 
a great Perſon of this Kingdom now in England, 
ſent over ſuch an Account of it to his Friends, 
as would make any good Subject both grieve 
and tremble. I thought it therefore neceſſary to 
treat that Calumny as it deſerved. Then I proved 
by an invincible Argument, that we could have no 
Intention to diſpute his Majeſty's Prerogative, be- 
cauſe the Prerogative was not concerned in the Que- 
ſtion; the Civilians and Lawyers of all Nations a- 
greeing that Copper is not Money. And laſtly, to 
clear us from the Imputation of ſhaking off our 
Dependency ; I ſhewed wherein I thought, and ſhall 
ever think, this Dependency conſiſted ; and cited 
the Statute above- mentioned, made in Treland; 
by which it is enacted, that whoever is King of 
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England, hal be King of Ireland; and that the 
two Kingdoms ſhall be for ever knit together under 
one Ring. This, as I conceived, did wholly ac. 
quit us of intending to break. our Dependency ; 
becauſe, it was altogether out of our Power : 
For ſurely no King of England will ever conſent 
to the Repeal of this Statute. 

Bur upon this Article I am charged with a hea- 
vier Accuſation. It is faid that I went too far, 
when I declared, that if ever the Pretender ſhould 
come to be fixed upon the Throne of England, (which 
God forbid) I would ſo far venture io tranſgreſ 
this Statute, that I would loſe the laſt Drop of my 
arg before I would ſubmit to him as King of Ire- 


Trars I hear on all Sides is the ſtrongeſt and 
weightieſt Objection againſt me; and which hath 
given the moſt Offence ; that I ſhould be ſo bold 
to declare againſt a direct Statute ; and that any 
Motive, how ſtrong ſoever, could make me re- 
Jet a King, whom England ſhould receive. Now, 
if in defending my ſelf from this Accuſation, I 
ſhould freely confeſs, that I went too far; that 
the Expreſſion was very indiſcreet, although occa- 
fioned by my Zeal for His preſent Majeſty, and 
His Proteſtant Line, in the Houſe of Hanover ; 
that I ſhall be careful never to offend again in 
the like Kind ; and, that I hope this free Acknow- 
ledgment, and Sorrow for my Error, will be ſome 
Attonement, and a little ſoften the Hearts of my 
powerful Adverſaries ; I fay, if I ſhould offer ſuch 
a Defence as this, I do not doubt, but the People 
would wreſt it to an ill Meaning, by a ſpiteful 


Interpretation. And therefore, ſince I cannot think 


of any other Anſwer, which that Paragraph can 
1 : „ 
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he admit, I will leave it to the Mercy of every can- 
er did Reader; but ſtill without recanting my own 
2 „ 3 
4 I wiLL now venture to tell your Lordſhip a 
= Secret, wherein I fear you are too deeply con- 
nt cerned. You will therefore pleaſe ro know, that 
this Habit of Writing and Diſcourſing, wherein I 
4 unfortunately differ from almoſt the whole King- 
7 dom, and am apt to grate the Ears of more than 
" I could wiſh ; was acquired during my Apprentice- 
45 ſhip in London, and a long Reſidence there, after 


of I had ſet up for my ſelf. Upog my Return and 
Settlement here, 1 thought, I had only changed one 
4 Country of Freedom for another, 1 had been long 
converſing with the Writings of your Lordſhip, Mr. 
nd Locke, Mr. Molineaux, Colonel Sidney, and other 
th dangerous Authors, who talk of Liberty as a Bleſ- 
14 fing to which the whole' Race of Mankind bath an 
ny Original Title; whereof nothing but unlawful Force 
og can diveſt them. I knew a good deal of the ſe- 


„, veral Gothic Inſtitutions in Europe; and by what 
[ Incidents and Events they came to be deſtroyed : 
1 And I ever thought it the moſt uncontrouled and 
* univerſally agreed Maxim, that Freedom conſiſts in a 
ad People being governed by Laws made with their own 
FX Conſent ;, and Slavery in the contrary. I have been 
* likewiſe told, and believe it to be true; that Li- 
5 berty and Property, are Words of known Uſe and 
be Signification in this Kingdom, and the very Law- 
ny yers pretend to underſtand, and have them often 
ch in their Mouths. Theſe were the Errors which 
le have miſled me; and to which alone I muſt im- 
bl pute the ſevere Treatment I have received. But I 
IK ſhall in Time grow oiſer, and learn to conſider 
my Driver, the Road I am in, and with whom I am 


+ . M 4 | gyoked, 
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yoked. This I will venture to ſay; that the boldeſt 
and moſt obnoxious Words I ever delivered, would 
in England have only expoſed me as a ſtupid Fool, 
who went to prove that the Sun ſhone in a clear 
Summer's Day: And I have Witneſles ready to 
depoſe, that your Lordſhip hath ſaid and writ fif- 
ty Times worſe ; and, what is ſtill an Aggravati- 
on, with infinitely more Wit and Learning, and 
ſtronger Arguments: So, that as Politicks run, I 
do not know a Perſon of more exceptionable Prin- 
ciples than your ſelf: And if ever I ſhall be diſco- 
vered, I think you will be bound in Honour to pay 
my Fine, and ſupport me in Priſon ; or elſe I may 

chance to inform againſt you by way of Reprifal. 
IN the mean Time, I beg your Lordſhip to re- 
ceive my Confeſſion; that if there be any ſuch Thing 
as a Dependency of Ireland upon England, otherwiſe 
than as I have explained it, either by the Law of 
God, of Nature, of Reaſon, of Nations, or of the 
Land (which I ſhall die rather than grant) then 
was the Proclamation againſt me, the moſt merciful 
that ever was put out; and inſtead of accuſing me 
as Malicious, Wicked, and Seditious ; it might have 

been directly as guilty of Hijgh-Treaſon. 

AL I deſire is, that the Cauſe of my Country 
againſt Mr. Wood may not ſuffer by any Inadver- 
tency of mine: Whether Ireland depends upon 
England, or only upon God the King, and the Law; 
I hope no Man will affert that it depends upon 
Mr. Wood. I ſhould be heartily forry, that this 
commendable Reſentment againſt me ſhould acci- 
dentally (and I Hope, what was never intended) ſtrike 
a Damp upon that Spirit in all Ranks and Corpo- 
rations of Men againſt the *deſperate and ruinous 
Deſign of Mr. Food, Let my Country-men blot 
| | 5 Out 


. f 
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out thoſe Parts in my laſt Letter which they diſlike z 
and let no Ruſt remain in my Sword, to cure the 
Wounds I have given to our moſt Mortal Enemy. 
When Sir Charles Sidney was taking the Oaths, where 
ſeveral Things were to be Renounced ; he ſaid, he 
loved Renouncing ; asked if any thing more were to 
be Renounced ; for he was ready to Renounce as much 
as they pleaſed. Although I am not ſo thorough a 
Renouncer; yet let me have but Good City Security a- 
gainſt this peſtilent Coinage, and I ſhall be ready 
not only to Renounce every Syllable in all my four 


Letters, but deliver them chearfully with my own 


Hands, into thoſe of the common Hangman, to be 


burnt with no better Company than the Coiner”s 


Efjigies, if any Part of it hath eſcaped out of the Se- 
cular Hands, of my faithful Friends the common 
People. ; T = 

Bur, whatever the Sentiments of ſome People 
may be, I think it is agreed, that many of thoſe 


who Subſcribed againſt me, are on the Side of a vaſt 


Majority in the Kingdom, who oppoſed Mr. Wood : 


And, it was with great Satisfaction, that I obferved 


ſome Right Honourable Names very amicably joined 
with my own at the Bottom of a ſtrong Declaration, 
againſt him, and his Coin. But if the Admiſſion 
of it among us be already determined; the worthy 
Perſon who is to betray me, ought in Prudence to 
do it with all convenient Speed ; or elſe it may 
be difficult to find Three Hundred Pounds in Ster- 
ling for the diſcharge of his Hire; when the Pub- 
lick ſhall have loſt Five Hundred Thouſand; if 
there be ſo much in the Nation; beſides Four Fifths 
of its Annual Income for ever. 3 
I am told by Lawyers ; that in Quarrels between 
Man and Man, it is of much:Weight which of them 
gave 
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gave the firſt Provocation, or ſtruck the firſt Blow. 

It is manifeſt that Mr. Wood hath done both: And 
therefore I ſhould humbly propoſe to have him 
firſt, Hanged, and his Droſs thrown into the Sea: Af- 
ter which, the Drapier will be ready to ſtand his 
Tryal. I muſt needs be that Offences come; but Wo 
anto him by whom the Offence cometh, If Mr. Wood 
had held his Hand ; every Body elſe would have 
held their Tongues : And then, there would have 
been little need of Pamphlets, Furies or Proclamati- 
en upon this Occaſion, The Provocation muſt 
needs have been very great, which could ſtir up an 
obſcure, indolent Drapier, to become an Author, 

One would almoſt think, that the very Stones in the 
Streets would riſe up in ſuch a Cauſe: And I am 
not ſure, they will not do ſo againſt Mr. Wood, if 
ever he comes within their Reach. It is a known 
Story of the Dumb-Boy, whoſe Tongue forced a 
Paſſage for Speech, by the Horror of ſeeing a Dag- 
ger at his Father's Throat. This may leſſen the 
Wonder, that a Tradeſman hid in Privacy and Si- 
lence, ſhould cry out, when the Life and Being of 
his Political Mother are attempted before his Face; 
and by ſo infamous a Hand. 

Bur, in the mean Time, Mr. Hood the Deſtroyer 
of a Kingdom, walks about in Triumph, (unleſs it 
be true, that he is in Goal for Debt) while he who 
endeavoured to afſert the Liberty of his Country, is 
forced to hide his Head, for occaſionally Dealing in 
a Matter of Controverſy. However, I am not the Arſt 
who hath been condemned to Death for gaining a 
great Victory over a powerful Enemy, by diſobeying 
for once the ſtrict Orders of military Diſcipline. 

I am now reſolved to follow (after the uſual 
4. Proceeding of Mankind, becauſe it is too 3 

- . : 2 
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the Advices given me by a certain Dean. He 
ſhewed the Miſtake I was in, of truſting to the ge- 


neral good Will of the People; that I had ſucceeded 


hitherto, better than could be expected; but that 
ſome unfortunate Circumſtantial Lapſe would pro- 
bably bring me within the Reach of Power : That 
my good Intentions would be no Security againſt 
thoſe who watched every Motion of my Pen, in the 
Bitterneſs of my Soul, He produced an Inſtance of 
a Perſon, as innocent, as diſintereſted, and as well- 
meaning as my ſelf; who had written a Þ very ſea- 
ſonable and inoffenſive Treatiſe, exhorting the Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom to wear their own Manufac- 
tures; for which, however the Printer was per- 
ſecuted with the utmoſt Virulence 3 the Fury ſent 
back nine Times; and the Man given up to the 
Mercy of the Court. The Dean further obſerved, 
that I was in a Manner left alone to ſtand the Bat- 


le; while others, who had Ten Thouſand Times 


better Talents than a Drapier, were ſo prudent to 
lie ſtill ; and perhaps thought it no unpleaſant A- 
muſement, to look on with Safety, while another was 
giving them Diverſion at the Hazard of his Liberty 
and Fortune; and thought they made a ſufficient 
Recompence by a little Applauſe : Whereupon he 
concluded with a ſhort Story of a Few at Madrid ; 
who being condemned to the Fire on Account of 
his Religion; a Crowd of School-boys following 
him to the Stake, and apprehending they mighr 
loſe their Sport if he ſhould happen to recant 3 


would 


es th 


* The Author, it 7s ſuppoſed, means himſelf. :. h 
+ The Author means himſelf again; in the Diſcourſe adviſug 
the People of Ireland to wear their own Manufa@ures. 
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would often clap him on the Back, and cry Sia firme, 
Moyeſe ( Moſes continue ſtedfaſt.) ” 

I aLLow this Gentleman's Advice to have been 
very good, and his Obſervations juſt 3 and in one 
Reſpect my Condition is worſe than that of the 
Few, for no. Recantation will ſave me. However, 
it ſhould feem by ſome late Proceedings, that my 
State is not altogether deplorable, This I can impute 
to nothing but the Steddineſs of /2wo impartial Grand- 
Furies ; which hath confirmed in me an Opinion 
I have long entertained ; That, as Philoſophers ſay, 
Virtue is ſeated in the Middle ; fo, in another Senſe, 
the little Virtue left in the World, is chiefly to be 
found among the middle Rank of Mankind ; who 
are neither allured out of her Paths by Ambition, 
nor driven by Poverty. | 

 _ SINCE the Proclamation occaſioned by my laſt 
Letter, and a due Preparation for proceeding againſt 
me in a Court of Juſtice, there have been two 
printed Papers clandeſtinely ſpread about ; where- 
of no Man is able co trace the Original, further 
than by Conjecture; which, with its uſual Charity, 
lays them to my Account. The former is enti- 
tled, Seaſonable Advice, and appears to have been 
intended for Information of the Grand-Jury ; upon 
the Suppoſition of a Bill to be prepared againſt 
that Letter. The other is an Extract from a print- 
ed Book of Parliamentary Proceedings, in the Year 
1680 ; containing an angry Reſolution of the Houſe 
of Commons in Ergland, againſt diſſolving Grand- 
Furies. As to the former, your Lordſhip will find 
it to be the Work of a more artful Hand, than 
that of a cammon Drapier. It hath been cenſured 
for endeavouring to influence the Minds of a Jury, 
which ought.to be wholly free and unbyaſſed; 2 
a * or 
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for that Reaſon, it is manifeſt, that no Fudge was 
ever known, either pox or off the Bench, either 
by himſelf, or his Dependants, to uſe the leaſt Inſi- 
nuation, that might poſſibly affect the Paſſions, or 
Intereſts, of any one ſingle Fury - man, much leſs 
of a whole Jury; whereof every Man muſ# be con- 
vinced, who will juſt give himſelf the Trouble to 
dip into the common printed Tryals; So as, it is 
amazing to think, what a Number of «pright 
Judges there have been in both Kingdoms, for 
above ſixty Tears paſt; which, conſidering how long 
they held their Offices during Pleaſure, as they ſtill 
do among us, I account next to a Miracle. 

As to the other Paper, I muſt confeſs, it is a 
ſharp Cenſure from an Eugliſs Houſe of Commons, 
againſt diſſolving Grand-Furies, by any Judge be- 
fore the End of the Term, Aſſizes, or Seſſions, while 
Matters are under their Conſideration 3 and not 
preſented as arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to pub- 
lick Juſtice, a manifeſt Violation of his Oath, and 
is a Means to ſubvert the Fundamental Laws of 
the Kingdom. | 

HOW EVER, the Publiſher ſeems to have been 
miſtaken in what he aimed at. For, whatever De- 
pendance there may be of Ireland upon England; 
J hope he would not inſinuate, that the Proceed- 
ings of a Lord Chief Juſtice in Ireland, muſt depend 
upon a Reſolution of an Engliſh Houſe of Com- 
mons. Beſides, that Keſo/ution, although it were 


levelled againſt a particular Lord Chief Juſtice, Sir 


William Scroggs, yet the Occaſion was directly con- 

trary. For, Scroggs diſſolved the Grand- Fury of Lon- 

don, for fear they ſhould preſent; but ours in Dublin 

was diſſolved, becauſe they would not preſent ; which 

wonderfully alters the Caſe, And, therefore, a ” 
— 
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cond Grand-Jury ſupplied that Defect, by making 
a Preſentment that hath pleaſed the whole Kingdom. 
However, I think it is agreed by all Parties, that 
both the one and the other Jury behaved them- 
ſelves in ſuch a Manner, as ought to be remem- 
bred to their Honour, while there ſhall be any 
Regard left among us, for Virtue or publick Spirit, 

1 am confident, your Lordſhip will be of my 
Sentiments in one Thing; that ſome ſhort plain 
authentick Tract might be publiſhed, for the In- 
formation both of Petty and Grand- Furies, how far 
their Power reacheth, and where it is limited; and 
that à printed Copy of ſuch a Treatiſe might be 
depoſited in every Court, to be conſulted by the 
Jury-men, before they conſider of their Verdict; by 
which abundance of Inconveniencies would be avoid- 
ed ; whereof innumerable Inſtances might be pro- 
duced from former Times, becauſe I will ſay nothing 
of the preſent. 

TI nave read ſome where of an Eaſtern King, 
who put a Fudge to Death for an iniquitous Sen- 
tence 3 and ordered his Hide to be ſtuffed into a 
Cuſhion, and placed upon the Tribunal for the Son 
to ſit on; who was preferred to his Father's Of- 
fice. I fancy, ſuch a Memorial might not have 
been unuſeful to a Son of Sir William Scroggs, and 
that both he and his Succeſſors, would often <wriggle 
in their Seats, as long as the Cuſpion laſted : I wiſh 
the Relater had told us what Number of ſuch 
Cuſhions there might be in that Country. 

I caNNnoT but obſerve to your Lordſhip, how 
nice and dangerous a Point it is grown, for a 
private Perſon to inform the People; even in an 
Affair, where the publick Intereſt and Safety are 
ſo highly concerned, as that of Mr. Woed; and this 

in 
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in a Country, where Loyalty is woven into tbe very 


Hearts of the People, ſeems a little extraordinary. 
Sir William Scroggs was the firſt who introduced that 
commendable Acuteneſs into the Courts of Fudicature; 
but how far this Practice hath been imitated by 
his Succeſſors, or Strained upon Occaſion, is out of 
my Knowledge, When Pamphlets anpleaſing to the 
Minijtry, were preſented as Libels, he would or- 
der the offenſive Paragraphs to be read before him; 
and ſaid it was ſtrange, that th: Judges and Law- 
yers of the King's- Bench ſhould be duller than all 
the People of England: And he was often ſo very 


| happy in applying the initial Letters of Names, 


and expounding dubious Hints, (the two common 
Expedients among Writers of that Claſs, for eſca- 
ping the Law) that he diſcovered much more than 


ever the Authors intended; as many of them, or 


their Printers, found to their Coſt. If ſuch Me- 
thods are to be followed in examining, what I have 


already written, or may write hereafter, upon the - 


Subject of Mr. Wood, I defy any Man of fifty 
Times my Underſtanding and Caution, to avoid 
being entrapped ; unleſs he will be content to write 


what none will read, by repeating over the old Ar- 


guments and Computations ; whereof the World is 
already grown weary, So that my good Friend 
Harding lies under this Dilemma; either to let my 
learned Works hang for ever drying upon his Lines; 
or venture to publiſh them at the Hazard of being 
laid by the Heels. „ 

INVEED not tell your Lordſhip where the Dif- 
ficulty lies: It is true, that the King and the 
Laws Permit us to refuſe this Coin of Mr. Wood; 
but, at the ſame Time, it is equally true, that 
the King and the Laws permit us to receive it. 

Now, 
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Now, it is barely poſſible that the Miniſters in Eyp- 
land, may not ſuppoſe the Conſequences of uttering 
that Braſs among us, to be ſo ruinous as we ap- 
prehend ; becauſe, perhaps, if they underſtood it 
in that Light, they would in common Humanity, 
uſe their Credit with his Majeſty, for ſaving 7 
moſt loyal Kingdom from Deſtruction. But, as long 
as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe great Perſons to think that 
Coin will not be /o very pernicious to us, we lie 
under the Diſadvantage of being cenſured as hi- 
nate, in not complying with a Royal Patent. 
Therefore nothing remains, but to make uſe of 
that Liberty, which the King and the Laws have 
left us; by continuing to refuſe this Coin; and by 
frequent Remembrances to keep up that Spirit 
raiſed againſt us; which, otherwiſe may be apt 


to flag, and perhaps in Time to fink altogether, 


For, any publick Order againſt receiving or ut- 
tering Mr. Wood's Half-pence, is not reaſonably 
to be expected in this Kingdom, without Direc- 
tions from England ; which I think no Body pre- 
ſumes, or is ſo ſanguine to hope. | 7 
Bur to confeſs the Truth, my Lord, I begin to 
grow weary of my Office as a Writer ; and could 
heartily wiſh it were devolved upon my Brethren, 
the Makers of Songs and Ballads ; who perhaps, are 
the beſt qualified at preſent, to gather up the Glean- 


ings of this Controverſy, As to my ſelf, it hath 


been my Misfortune to begin, and purſue it upon a 
very wrong Foundation. For, having detected the 
Frauds and Falſhoods of this vile Impoſtor Mood 
in every Part, I fooliſhly diſdained to have Re- 
courſe to Whining, Lamenting, and crying for Mercy; 


but rather choſe to appeal to Law and Liberty; and 
| . . the 
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5% comin Ri bes "of Mankind, without eee : 


the Climate I : of 8 
Stex your laſt Reſidence in PAR" I fre- 


quently have taken my Nag to, ride about your 
Grounds ; where I fancied my ſelf to feel an Air 


of Freedom breathing round me ; and I am glad the 
low Condition of a Tradeſman, did not qualifie me 
to wait on you at your Houſe ; for, then, I am a- 
fraid, my Writings would not have eſcaped /everer 
Ce1ſures, But I have lately fold my Nag, and ho- 
neſtly told his greateſt Fault, which was that of 
ſnuffing up the Air about Brackdenſtown whereby 
he became ſuch a Lover of Liberty, that I could 
ſcarce hold him in. I have likewiſe buried at 
the Bottom of a ſtrong Cheſt, your Lordſhip's 
Writings, under a heap of others that treat of 


Liberty; and ſpread over a Layer or two of Hobbs, 


Filmer, Boding, and many more Authors of that 
Stamp, to be readieſt at Hand, whenever I ſhall 
be diſpoſed to take up a new Cet of Principles in 
Government. In the mean Time, I defign quietly 
to look to my Shop, and keep as far out of your 
Lordſhip's Influence as poſlible ; and if you ever 
ſe any more of my Writings upon this Subject, RP 
promiſe you ſhall find them as innocent, as inſipid, 
and without a Sting, as what I have now offered 


you. But, if your Lordſhip will pleaſe to give 


me an eaſy Leaſe of ſome Part of your Eſtate 
in Yorkſbire, thither I will carry my Cheſt ; and 

turning it upſide down, reſume my political Read- | 
ing where I left it off ; feed on plain homely 


Fare, and live and die a Fxzz honeſt Exliſb 


Farmer: But not without Regret, for leaving my 
Country-men under the Dread of the brazen Ta» 
lons of Mr. Hoed ; * moſt loyal and innocent 

Vor-, IV. n N : 2 
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| Country-men, to whom I owe ſo much for their 
Opinion of me, and my poor Endeavour 


| 
| 
| 


to ſerve them, I am, with the greater Reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſbipꝰs 
Moſt Obedient. 
| And moſt Humble Servant, 
From my Shop in | M. B. 


St. Francis-ftreet, 
Dec. I4, I 724. 
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Advertiſement 


; TO THE 


HE former of the two following Pa- 
ders is dated October 6th 1724. by 


tle after the Proclamation againſt the 
"J« Author of the. Drapier*s Fourth Let- 
88 ter. It is delivered with much Cau- 
tion, becauſe the Author confeſſeth bimſelf to be D 
of St. P———k*s; and 1 could diſcover his Name 


OY — 7 
FAS! , 
FI _ \\ 
FN 


a phos at the End of the Original, although blot- 
ted out by ſome other Hand. I can tell no other Rea- 
ſon why it was not Printed, than what I have heard; 


that the Writer finding how effeftually the Drapier 
bad fucceeded, and at the ſame Time how bighly 


the People in Power ſeemed to be diſpleaſed, thought 
it more prudent to keep the Paper in his Cabinet. 


However, having received ſome Encouragement 10 


ole into one Volume all Papers relating to Ire — 


land, ſuppoſed to be written by the Drapier; and 
knowing how favourably that Author's Writings 5 
+ | it 


READER. 


which it appears to be written a lit- 
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this Kind Save been received by the Publick; 1 


make the Volume more compleat,” I procured a Copy 
of the following ' Letter from one of the Author's -. 


| = Friends, with whom it was leſt, while the Aut bor 


was in England;; and I have printed it as 5 near as 1 | 
could i in the Order of Time. | 


8 E mext Treatiſe is called An Addrefs, Sc. 


I is without a Date; but it ſeems to be written dur- 
ing the, firſt Seſſion of Parliament in Lord Carteret's 
Government. The Title of this Addreſs is in the 
iſual Form, by M. B. Drapier. There is but a 
ſmail Part of it that relates to William Wood and 
bis Coin: The reſt contains ſeveral Propoſals for the 
Improvement of Ireland; the many Diſcouragements 
il lies under; and what are the be Remedies againſt 


bem. = 


B many Paſſages in FO as the Drapier s for 


mer Letters, but particularly in the following Ad. 


dreſs, concerning the great Drain of Money from 
Ireland by Abſentees, Importation of foreign Goods, 


Balance of Trade, and the lite; it appears, that the 


Author bad taken much Pains, and been well inforn- 
ed in the Buſineſs of Computing; all his Reaſonings 
upon that Subject, although be doth not here deſcend 
to particular Sums, agreei generally with the A. 
counts given by others who Tow ſince made that En- 
quiry their particular Study. And, it is obſervable, 
that in this Addreſs, as well as in one of his printed 


Letters, be bath ſpecified ſeveral important Articles, 


that have not beeen taken Notice of by others who came 
after bim. 


ALET- | 


% 


To THE "i 


LoxD CHANCELLOR | 
a Middleton. 


* My LORD, 


GAR DzsIRE you will conſider n me as 2 
Member who comes in at the lat- 
ter End of a Debate, or as a Law - 
=> yer who ſpeaks to a Cauſe, when 
the Matter hath been almoſt ex- 
© hauſted by thoſe who ſpoke before. 
* REMEMBER-ſome Months ago I was at your 


| Houſe. upon a Commiſſion, where I am one of the 
Governors: But I went thither not ſo much on 
Account of the Commiſſion, as to ask you ſome 


Queſtions: concerning Mr. Waod's Patent to coin 
ade . Ireland where you very freely 
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told me, in a mixt Company, how much you had 
been always againſt that wicked Project: Which 
raiſed in me an Eſteem for you ſo far, that I went 
in a few Days to make youa Viſit, after many Years 
© * Intermiſſion: I am likewiſe told, that your Son 
wrote two Letters from London, (one of which | 
have received) empowering thoſe to whom they 
were directed, to aſſure his Friends, that whereas 
there was a malicious Report ſpread of his engaging 
himſelf to Mr. Walpole for Forty Thouſand Pounds 
of Hood's Coin, to be received in Ireland; the ſaid 
Report was falſe. and groundleſs ; and he had ne- 
ver diſcourſed with that Miniſter on the Subject; 
nor would ever give his Conſent to have one Far- 
thing of the ſaid Coin current here. And, although 
it be long ſince I have given my ſelf the Trou- 
ble of converſing with People of Titles or Stati- 
ons; yet I have been told by thoſe who can take 
up with ſuch Amuſements, that there is not a 
conſiderable Perſon of the Kingdom, ſcrupulous in 
any Sort to declare his Opinion. But all this is 
needleſs to alledge, when we conſider, that the 
ruinous Conſequences of Hood's Patent, have been 
fo ſtrongly repreſented by both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment; by the Privy Council; the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of Dublin; by ſo many Corporations ; 
and the Concurrence of the Principal Gentlemen 
in moſt Counties, at their Quarter-Seſſions, without 
any Regard to Party, Religion, or Nation. 
I concLvDE from hence, that the Currency of 
theſe. Half-pence would, in the Univerſal Opinion 
of our People, be utterly deſtructive to this King- 
dom; and conſequently, that it is every Man's 
Duty, not only to refuſe this Coin himſelf, but as 
far as in him lies, to perſwade others to do the 
4 | NO nie: 
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like : And whether this be done in private or in 
print, is all a Caſe : As no Lay-man 1s forbid to 
write, or to diſcourſe upon religious or moral 
Subjects; although he may not do it in a Pulpit 
(at leaſt in our Church.) Neither is this an Affair of 
State, until Authority ſhall think fit to declare it 
ſo : Or, if you ſhould underſtand it in that Senſe ; 
yet you will pleaſe to confider, that I am not now 
a preaching. 5 | 
TukRETORE, I do think it my Duty, ſince 
the Drapier will probably be no more heard of, fo 
far to ſupply his Place, as not to incur his For- 
tune ; for I have learnt from old Experience, that 
there are Times wherein a Man ought to be cau- 
tious as well as innocent. I therefore hope, that 
preſerving both thoſe Characters, I may be allowed, 
by offering new Arguments, or enforcing old ones, 
to refreſh the Memory of my Fellow-SubjeQs, 
and keep up that good Spirit raiſed among them; 
to preſerve themſelves from utter Ruin by law- 


ful Means, and ſuch as are permitted by his Ma- 


jeſty. 1 
I BELIEVE you will pleaſe to allow me two 
Propoſitions : Firſt, that we are a moſt loyal Peo- 
ple; and, Secondly, that we are a free People, in 


the common Acceptation of that Word applied 


to a Subject under a limited Monarch. I know 
very well, that you and I did many Years ago 
in Diſcourſe differ much, in the Preſence of Lord 
Wharton, about the meaning of that Word Liberty, 
with Relation to Ireland. But, if you will not al- 
low us to be a free People ; there is only another 
Appellation left; which, I doubt, my Lord Chiet- 
Juſtice Vbiiſped would call me to an Account for, 
if L ventured to beſtow: For, I obſerved, that L 

N 4 ſhall 
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ſhall never farget upon what Occaſion, the De. 
vice upon his Coach to be Libertas & natale So. 
tum ; at the very point of Time when he was ſitting 


= Irn bs Court, and perjuring himſelf to betray both, 


Now, as for our Loyalty to his preſent Ma- 
| 5efty if it hath ever been equalled in any other 
Part of his Dominions; I am ſure it hath ne- 
ver been exceeded: And I am confident, he hath 
not a Miniſter in England who could ever cal} it 
once in Queſtion : But that ſome hard Rumours 
at leaſt have been tranſmitted from t'other Side 
the Water, I ſuppoſe you will not doubt : And 


-Rumours of the ſevereſt Kind; which many good 


People have imputed to the indirect proceeding of 
Mr. Wood and his Emiſſaries; as if he endeavoured 
it ſhould be thought that our Loyalty depended 
upon the Teſt of refuſing: or taking his Copper. 


Nou, as J am ſure, you will admit us to be a loy- 


al People; fo you will think it pardonable in us 
to hope for all proper Marks of Favour and Pro- 
tection from ſo gracious a King, that a loyal and 
Iree People can expect; among which, we all agree 


in reckoning this to be One; that Y/ood's Half. 


pence may never have Entrance into this King- 
dom. And this we ſhall continue to wh, when 
we dare no longer expreſs our Wiſhes ; although 
there were no ſuch Mortal as a Drapier in the World. 
I am heartily ſorry, that any Writer ſhould, in 
| a Cauſe ſo generally approved, give Occaſion to the 
- Government and Council to charge him with“ Pa- 


= 8 highly reflecting yon. his hogs and 


his 
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8 Taten out af the Drapier”s ath Letter, for which ** Pri inter 
aaf proſecuted ; and a Proclamation publiſhed againſt tbe Author, 
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| « his Miniſters ; tending to alienate the Affections 
« of his good Subjects in England and Ireland from 
each other; and to promote Sedition among 
« the People.” I muſt. confeſs, that with many 
others, 1 thought he meant well; although: he 

might have the Failing of better Writers, to be 

| not ; always fortunate in the Manner of expreſſing 
| himſelf. 


Howeve R, ſince the 8 is but one Man, 


| I ſhall think I do a publick Service, by aſſerting 


that the reſt of my Country men are wholly free 


from learning out of his Pamphlets to reflect on 
the King or his Miniſters, or to breed Sedition. 

I s0LEMNLY declare, that I never once heard 
the leaſt Reflection caſt upon the King, on the 
Subject of Mr. 7/ood's. Coin: For in many Diſcourſes 
on this Matter, I do not rememben his. Majeſty's 


Name to be ſo much as mentioned. As to the 


Miniſtry in England, the only two Perſons hinted 
at were the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole: 
The former, as I have heard you and a Hundred 
others affirm, declared, that he never ſaw the Pa- 
tent in Favour of Mr. "Wood, before it was paſſed, 
although he were then Lord Lieutenant : And there- 
fore I ſuppoſe every Body believes, that his Grace 
hath been wholly unconcerned in it ſince. 

Mx. Walpole was indeed ſuppoſed to be under- 
ſtood by the Letter V. in ſeveral News Papers; 
where it is faid, that ſome [Expreſſions fell from 

him not very favourable to the People of Ireland; 
for the Truth of which, the Kingdom is not to 
anſwer, any more than for the Diſcretion of the 
: Eabliſhers, You obſerve, the Drapier wholly cleats 
Hr. Walpole of this-Charge, by. very ſtrong Argu- 
ments; "and _— * him with N 1-can- 
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not deny my ſelf to have been often preſent, where 
the Company gave their Opinion, that Mr. Wal. 
Pole favoured Mr. Wood's Project, which I always 
contradicted ; and for my own Part, never once o- 
pened my Lips againſt that Miniſter, either in 
mixt or particular Meetings : And my Reaſon for 
this Reſervedneſs was; becauſe it pleaſed him, in 
the Queen's Time (I mean Queen Anne of ever 
bleſſed Memory) to make a Speech directly againſt 
me, by Name, in the Houſe of Commons, as ] 
was told a very few Minutes after, in the Court of 
Requeſts, by more than fifty Members. 

BuT you, who are in a great Station here, (if 
any thing here may be called Great) cannot be ig- 
norant, that whoever is underſtood by publick 
Voice to be chief Miniſter, will, among the gene- 

ral Talkers, ſhare the Blame, whether juſtly or no, 

of every Thing that is diſliked; which J could ea- 
ſily make appear in many inſtances, from my own 
Knowledge, while I was in the World; and par- 
ticularly in the Caſe of the greateſt, the wiſeſt, and 
the moſt uncorrupted Miniſter, I ever converſed 
with. 

But, whatever unpleaſing Opinion ſome People 
might conceive of Mr. Valpole, on Account of 
thoſe Half-pence; I dare boldly affirm, it was 
entirely owing to Mr. Wood. Many Perſons of Cre- 
dit, come from England, have affirmed to me, 
and others, that they have ſeen Letters under his 
Hand, full of Arrogance and Inſolence towards 
Treland ; and boaſting of his Favour with Mr. Wal. 
pole 3 which is highly probable : Becauſe he _— 

ably 
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ably thought it for his Intereſt to ſpread ſuch a 
Report; and becauſe it is the known Talent of low 


and little Spirits, to have a great Man's Name 


perpetually in their Mouths. 

Tuus I have ſufficiently juſtified the People of 
Treland from learning any bad Leſſons out of the 
Drapier's Pamphlets, with Regard to his Majeſty 
and his Miniſters. And, therefore, if thoſe Pa- 
pers were intended to ſow Sedition among us, God 
be thanked, the Seeds have fallen upon a very im- 
proper Soil. | - 

As to alienating the Affections of the People of 
England and Ireland from each other; I believe, the 
Drapier, whatever his Intentions were, hath left 
that Matter juſt as he found it. 5 


I Have lived long in both Kingdoms, as well in 


Country as in Town; and therefore take my ſelf 
to be as well informed as moſt Men, in the Diſpo- 
ſitions of each People towards the other. By the 
People, I underſtand here, only the Bulk of the 
common People; and I deſire no Lawyer may diſtort 
or extend my meaning, 

THERE is a Vein of Induſtry and Parſimony that 
runs through the whole People of England ; which, 
added to the Eaſineſs of their Rents, makes them 


rich and ſturdy. As to Ireland, they know little 


more than they do of Mexico ; further than that it is 
a Country ſubje& to the King of England, full of 
Bogs, inhabited by wild 1riſþ Papiſts ; who are 
kept in Awe by mercenary Troops ſent from 


| thence: And their general Opinion is, that it were 


better for England, if this whole Iſland were ſunk 
into the Sea : For, they have a Tradition, that e- 
very Forty Years there muſt be a Rebellion in Jre- 


land. I have ſeen the groſſeſt Suppoſitions paſs up- 
| | on 
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on them; that the wild Iriſb were taken in Toy Is; 
but that, in ſome time, they would grow fo taine, 
as to eat out of your Hands: I have been asked 
by Hundreds, and particularly by my Neighbours, 
your Tenants, at Pepperbara, whether I had come 


from Ireland by Sea: And, upon the Arrival of an 


Triſb-Man to a Country- Town, [ have known Crouds 
coming about him, and wondering to ſee him look 


ſo much better than themſelves. 


A GENTLEMAN now in Dublin affirms, that paſ- 
fing ſome Months ago through Northampton, and 
— the whole 3 in a Hurry with Bells, 
Bonefires, and Illuminations; upon asking the Cauſe, 
was told, it was for Joy, that the Jriſb had ſubmit- 
ted to receive Wood's Half-pence, This, I think, 
lainly ſhews what Sentiments that large Town 
h of us; and how little they made it their own 
Caſe ; although they lie directly in our Way to 


; London ; and therefore cannot but be frequently con · 


vinced chat we have human Shapes. 

As to the People of this Kingdom, they conſiſt 
either of triſh Papifts ; who are as inconſiderable, 
in Point of Power, as the Women and Children ; 

or of Engliſh Proteſtants, who love their Brethren 
of that Kingdom; although they may poſſibly 


ſometimes complain, when they think they are 


hardly uſed: However, I confeſs, I do not ſee any 
great Conſequence, how their Perſonal Affections 


| ſtand to each other, while the Sea divides them; 


and while they continue in their Loyalty to the 
ſame Prince. And yet I will appeal to you; whe- 


ther thoſe from England have Reaſon to complain, 


when they come hither in Purſuit of their For- 
tunes? 555 eee the en of Ireland have 
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ſame Deſign. 


My ſecond Propoſition was, that we of Ireland 
are a free People: This I ſuppoſe you will al- 
low ; at leaſt, with certain Limitations remaining 
in your own Breaſt, However, I am ſure it is not 

criminal to. affirm ; becauſe the Words Liberty and 

Property, as applied to the Subject, are often men- 
tioned in both Houſes of Parliament, as well as in 
yours, and other Courts below ; from whence it 


muſt follow, that the People of Ireland do, or ought 


to enjoy all the Benefits of the common and Sta- 
tute_Law ; ſuch as to be tried by Juries, to pay 
no Money without their own Conſent, as repre- 
ſented in Parliament ; and the like, If. this be 
ſo, and if it be univerſally agreed, that a free Peo- 
ple cannot, by Law, be compelled to take any 


Money in Payment, except | old and Silver 3 


do not ſee why any man ſhould be hindred from 
cautioning his Countrymen againſt this Coin of 
William Wood ; who is endeavouring by Fraud to 
rob us of that Property, which the Laws have fe- 
cured. If I am miſtaken, and that this Copper 
can be obtruded on us, I would put the Drapier's 
Caſe in another Light, by ſuppoſing, that a Per- 


ſon going into his Shop, ſhould agree for thirty 
Shillings worth of Goods, and force the Seller to 
take his Payment in a Parcel of Copper-Pieces, in- 


trinſically not worth above a Crown: I defire to 
know, whether the Drapier would not actually be 
robbed of five and twenty Shillings, and how far 
he could be ſaid to be Maſter of his Property? The 
ſame Queſtion may be applied to Rents and Debts, 
on Bond or Mortgage, and to all kind of Commerce 
whatſoever. Ds 
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Give me leave to do what the Drapier hath 
done more than once before me; which is, to re- 


late the naked F act, as it ſtands in the View of the 


World. 


One Pilliam Wood, Eſq; and Hard-ware-man 


obtains, by Fraud, a Patent in England, to coin 
108000 J. in Copper, to pals in Ireland; leaving 


us Liberty to take, or to refuſe. The People 


here, in all Sorts of Bodies and Repreſentatives, 
do openly and heartily declare, that they will not 
accept his Coin: To juſtity theſe Declarations, they 
generally offer two Reaſons ; firſt, becauſe by the 
Words of the Patent, they are left to their own 
Choice: And ſecondly, becauſe they are not o- 
bliged by Law : So that here you ſee there is, Bel- 


lum atque virum, a Kingdom on one Side, and Wil. 
iam Mood on the other. And if Mr. Wood gets the 


Victory, at the Expence of Ireland's Ruin, and 
the Profit of one or two hundred thouſand Pounds 
(I mean by continuing, and counterfeiting as long 
as he lives) for himſelf ; I doubt both preſent and 


future Ages will, at leaſt, think it a very ſingular 


Scheme. 

Ir this Fact be truly ſtated ; I muſt confeſs, 1 
look upon it as my Duty, ſo far as God hath ena- 
bled me, and as long as I keep within the Bounds 


of Truth, of Duty, and of Decency, to warn my 


Fellow- Subjects, as they value their King, their 


Country, and all that ought or can be dear to them, 


never to admit this pernicious Coin; no, not ſo 
much as one ſingle Half. penny. For if one ſingle 


Thief. forces the Door, it is vain to talk of keeping 


out the whole Crew behind. 

Anp, while I ſhall be thus employed, I will 
never give my elf leave to ſuppoſe, that what 1 
ſay 
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ſay can either offend my * Lord-Lieutenant ; whoſe 
Perſon and great Qualities I have always highly 
reſpected; (as I am fure his Excellency will be my 
Witneſs) or the Miniſters in Exgland, with whom 
I have nothing to do, or they with me; much 
leſs the Privy- Council here; who, as I am inform- 
ed, did fend an Addreſs to his Majeſty againſt Mr. 
Wood's Coin; which if it be a Miſtake, I deſire I 
may not be accuſed for a ſpreader of falſe News : 
But I confeſs, I am fo great a Stranger to Affairs, 
that for any thing I know, the whole Body of the 
Council may ſince have been changed: And, al- 
though TI obſerve ſome of the very ſame Names in 
a late Declaration againſt that Coin, which I ſaw 
ſubſcribed to the Proclamation againſt the Drapi- 
er ; yet poſſibly they may be different Perſons ; for 


they are utterly unknown to me, and are like to 


continue ſo. 

In this Controverſy, where the Reaſoners on 
each Side are divided by St. George's Channel, his 

Majeſty's Prerogative, perhaps, would not have been 

mentioned; if Mr. Hood, and his Advocates, had 


not made it neceſſary, by giving out, that the Cur- 


rency of his Coin ſhould be enforced by a Pro- 
clamation. The Traders and common People of 
the Kingdom, were heartily willing to refuſe this 


Coin; but the Fear of a Proclamation brought along 


with it moſt dreadful Apprehenſions. It was there- 


fore, abſolutely neceſſary for the Drapier, to re- 


move this Difficulty ; and accordingly, in one of 
his former Pamphlets, he hath produced invinci- 
ble Arguments, (wherever he picked them up) 
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= 5 that the King's Prerogative was not at all concern- 
ed in the Mamer; ſince the Law had ſufficiently 

= provided againſt any Coin to be impoſed upon 7 

1 Subject, except Gold and Silver; and that Copper 

= Js not Money, but as it hath been properly called, 

—_- 4  Nammorum Famulus. 

Tux three former Letter from the Drapier, 
: having: not received any, publick Cenſure, I look 
upon them to be without Exception; and that the 
good People of 9 Kingdom ought to read them 
often, in order to keep up that Spirit raiſed againſt | 
this deſtructive Coin of Mr. Wood: As for this lat 1 
Letter, againſt which a Proclamation is iſſued; : 
J ſhall. only ſay, that I could wiſh: it were ftripped 
of all that can be any way exceptionable 3 Which | 
J would not think zit below me to undertake, 1 
my Abilities were equal; but being naturally 

ſomewhat flow of Comp rehenſion .; o Lawyer, 
and apt to believe the "beſt of 84 who pro- 5 
feſs good Deſign, without any viſible Motive t 
either of Profit or Honour; I might pore for t 
ever, without diftioguiſking | the Cockle from the { 
Len... --- t 

Tnar which, I am told, gives greateſt Offence 0 

in this laſt Letter, is, a ny the Drapier affirms; l 

that if a Rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful, as e 

to fix the Pretender on the 1 of England, he \ 
would venture ſo far to tranſgreſs the 1r;/ Sta- F 

tute, (which unites Ireland to England, under one n 
King) as to loſe every Drop of his Blood, to hin- 

der him from being King of Ireland. 

I $8HALL not preſume to -vindicate any Man, d 

who openly declares he would tranſgreſs a Sta- P. 


tute 3 and a Statute of ſuch Importance: But, : 
With t 
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with the moſt humble Submiſſion, and Deſire of 
Pardon for a very innocent Miſtake, I ſhould be apt 


to think, that the loyal Intention of the Writer, 


might be at leaſt ſome ſmall Extenuation of his 
Crime. For, in this I confeſs my ſelf to think 
with the Drapier. . 
I HAVE not been hitherto told of any other Ob- 
jections againſt that Pamphlet; but, I ſuppoſe they 
will all appear at the Proſecution of the Drapier. 
And, I think, whoever in his own Conſcience be- 
lieves the ſaid Pamphlet to be wicked and malicious, 


ſeditious and ſcandalous, highly refleting upon his Ma- 


jeſty and Miniſters, &c. would do well to diſcover 
the Author, (as little a Friend as I am -to the 
Trade of Informers) although the Reward of:30017. 
had not been tacked to the Diſcovery, I own, it 
would be a great Satisfaction to me, to hear the 
Arguments not only of Judges, but of Lawyers, 


upon this Caſe, Becauſe you cannot but know, 


there often happen Occaſions, wherein it would 
be very convenient, that the Bulk of the People 
ſhould be informed how they ought to conduct 
themſelves; and therefore it hath been the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Engl Parliaments, to be very reſerved 
in limiting the Preſs. When a Bill is debating in 
either Houſe of Parliament there, nothing is more 
uſual, than to have the Controverſy handled by 
Pamphlets on both Sides; without the leaſt Ani- 


madverſion upon the Authors. | 


So here, in the Caſe of Mr. Wood and his Coin 
ſince the two Houſes gave their Opinion by Ad- 
dreſſes, how dangerous the Currency of that Cop- 
per would be to Ireland, it was, without all Queſti- 
on, both lawful and convenient, that the Bulk of 
the People ſhould be let more particularly into the 
Vor. IV. 5 O Nature 
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Nature of the Danger they were in ; and of the 
Remedies that were- in their own Power, if they 
| would have the Senſe to apply them; and this 
| 4 cannat be more conveniently dene, than by parti- 
4 cular Perſons to whom God hath given Zeal and. 
Underſtanding ſufficient for ſuch an Undertaking. 
Thus it happened in the Caſe of that deſtructive 
Project for a Bank in Ireland, which was brought 
into Parliament a few Years ago; and it was a 
lowed, that the Arguments and Writings of ſome 
without Doors, contributed very much to reject it. 
Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able 
Lawyers would preſcribe the Limits, how far a pri- 
vate Man may venture in delivering his Thoughts 
upon publick Matters: Becauſe a true Lover of his 
Country may think it hard to be a quiet Stander- 
by, and an indolent Looker-on, while a publick 
Error prevails; by which a whole Nation may be 
ruined. Every Man, who enjoys Property, hath 
ſome ſhare in the Publick-; and therefore, the 
Care of the Publick is, in ſome Degree, every 
fuch Man's Concern. n 
To come to Particulars, I could wiſh to know, 
whether it be utterly unlawful in any Writer ſo 
. much as to mention the Prerogative ; ar leaſt ſo far 
as to bring it into Doubt, upon any Point what- 
foever : I know it is often debated in Weſtminſter- 
Hall; and Sir Edward Cole, as well as other emi- 
nent Lawyers, do frequently handle that Subject in 
their Books. | 5 „ 
SeconDLY, how far the Prerogative extends to 
force Coin upon the Subject, which is not Sterling; | 
ſuch as Lead, Braſs, Copper, mixt Metal, Shells, { 
Leather, or any other Material; and fix upon it 
whatever Denomination the Crown ſhall think fit. 
rw ___T8IRDLY 1 
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THIRDLY, What is really and truly meant by. 


that Phraſe of a depending Kingdom, as applied to 
Ireland; and wherein that Dependency conſiſteth? 
LasTLY, In what Points relating to Liberty and 
* the People of Ireland differ, or at leaſt 
ht to differ from thoſe of England? 
theſe Particulars were made ſo clear, that none 
could miſtake them, it would be of infinite Eaſe 
and Uſe to the Kingdom; and either 2 or 
ſilence all Diſcontents. 


My Lord Somers, the greateſt Man I ever knew 


of your Robe; and whoſe Thoughts of Ireland dif- 
fered as far as Heaven and Earth, from thoſe of 
ſome others among his. Brethren here; . lamented 
to me, that the. Prerogative of the Crown, .or the 


| Privileges of Parliament, ſhould ever be liable to. 2 


Diſpute in any ſingle Branch of either; by which 
Means, he faid, the Publick often ſuffered great 


Inconveniencies; whereof he gave me ſeveral In- 


ſtances. I produce the Authority of ſo eminent a 


Perſon to juſtify my Deſires, that ſome high Points 


might. be cleared, 

Fox want of ſuch known FIT Th how far 
a Writer may proceed in exprefling his good Wiſhes 
for his Country ; .a Perſon of the moſt innocent In- 
tentions, may poſlibly, by the Oratory and Com- 
ments of Lawyers, be charged with many Crimes, 
which from his very Soul he abhors; and conſe- 
quently may be ruined in his Fortunes, and left 
to rot among 1 hieves in ſome ſtinking Jail; meer- 
ly for miſtaking the Purliews of the Law. I have 
known, in my Liife- time, a Printer proſecuted and 
e, tor: ur a * Pamphlet; where the 
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Author's Intentions, I am confident, were as good 
and innocent, as thoſe of a Martyr at his laſt 
Prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my Du- 
ty, preach to the People under my Inſpection, 
upon the Subject of Mr. F/ood's Coin; and although 
I never heard that my Sermon gave the leaſt Of. 
fence, as I am ſure none was intended; yet, if it 
were now printed and publiſhed, I cannot fay, 1 
would enſure it from the Hands of the common 
Hangman; or my own Perſon from thoſe of a 
Meſſenger. 
I nave heard the late Chief- Juſtice Holt affirm, 
that in all criminal Caſes, the moſt favourable In- 
tation ſhould be put upon Words, that they 
can poſſibly bear. You meet the ſame Poſition 
aſſerted in many Tryals, for the greateſt Crimes; 
though often very ill practiſed, by the perpetual 
Corruption of Judges. And, Iremember, at a Try- 
al in Kent, where Sir George Rook was indicted for 
calling a Gentleman Knave and Villain; the Law. 
yer for the Defendant brought off his Client, by al- 
ledging, that the Words were not injurious ; for 
Kiiave in the old and true Signification, imported 
only a Servant; and Villain in Latin, is Villicus; 
which is no more than a Man in Coun- 
try Labour ; or rather a Baily. 
Ir Sir John Holfs Opinion were a Standard 
Maxim for all Times and Circumſtances, any 
Writer, with a very ſmall Meaſure of Diſcretion, 
might eaſily be ſafe ; but I doubt, in Practice it 
hath been frequently controuled, at leaſt before his 
Time; for I take it to be an old Rule in Law. 
I rave read, or heard, a Paſſage of Signior 
Lati, an Halian; who being in London, buſy ing him- 
ſelf with OD: the Hiſtory of . ' King 
Ng 
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King Charles the Second, that he endeavoured as 
much as he could to avoid giving Offence, but 
found it a Thing impoſſible; although he ſhould 
have been as wiſe as Salomon: The King anſwered, 
that if this were the Caſe, he had better employ 
his Time in writing Proverbs as Solomon did: But 
Lati lay under no publick Neceffity of writing; nei- 
ther would England have been one Half. penny the 
better or the worſe, whether he writ or no. 
Tus I mention, becauſe I know it will readily 
be objected; what have private Men to do with 
the Publick ? What call had a Drapier to turn Po- 
litician, to meddle in Matters of State? Would not 
his Time have been better employed in looking to 
his Shop; or his Pen in writing Proverbs, Ele- 
gies, Ballads, Garlands, and Wonders? He would 
then have been out of all Danger of Proclamations, 
and Proſecutions. Have we not able Magiſtrates 
and Councellors, hourly watching over the Publick- 
Weal ? All this may be true; and yet, when the 
Addreſſes from both Houſes of Parliament againſt 
Mr. Wood's Half-pence, failed of Succeſs; if ſome 
Pen had not been employed to inform the People, 
how far they might legally proceed in refufing that 
Coin, to detect the Fraud, the Artifice, and Inſo- 
lence of the Coiner ; and to lay open the mot 
ruinous Conſequences to the whole Kingdom; 
which would inevitably follow from the Currency 
of the ſaid Coin; I might appeal to many Hundred 


Thouſand People, whether any one of them would 
ever have had the Courage or Sagacity to refuſe 


1 Es 
© Ir this Copper ſhould begin to make its Way 
among the common, ignorant People, who are ine- 
vitably undone 3 it is they who give us the greateſt 
5 e Appre- 
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Apprehenfien, being eaſily frighted, and greedy 
CES OY ad RI F or, if —— Man | 
were wiſe enough to underſtand his own Intereſt, 
which is every Man's principal Study, there would 
be no need of Pamphlets upon this Occaſion. But, 
as Things ſtand, I have thought it ,abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, from my Duty to God, my King, and my 
Country, to inform the People, that the Procla- 
mation lately iſſued againſt the Drapier, doth not 
in the leaſt affect the Caſe of Mr. Wood and his 


| -. Coin; but only refers to certain Paragraphs in 


the Drapier's laſt Pamphlet, (not immediately re- 
lating to his Subject, nor at all to the Merits of 
the Cauſe,) which the Government was pleaſed to 
diſlike; ſo that any Man has the ſame Liberty to 
reject, to write, and to declare againſt this Coin, 
Which he had before: Neither. is any Man oblig- 
ed to believe, that thoſe honourable Perſons (where- 
of you are the firſt) who ſigned that memorable 
Proclamatioh againſt the Drapier, have at all 
changed their Opinions, with regard to Mr. Wood, 
or his Cin. 1 1 ine 
Tux xTORR concluding my ſelf to be thus far 
upon a ſafe and ſure Foot, I ſhall continue, upon 
any proper Occaſion, as God enables me, to re- 
vive and preſerve that Spirit raiſed in the Nation, 
(whether the real Author were a real Drapier or 
no, is little to the Purpoſe) againſt this horrid 
Deſign of Mr. Wood; at the ſame Time carefully 
watching. every Stroke of my Pen, and venturing 
only to incur / the pyblick Cenſure of the World as 
a Writer; not of my Lord Chief Juftice Mpitſbed, 
as a Criminal. Whenever an Order ſhall come out 
by Authority, forbidding all Men upon the high- 
elt Penalties, to offer any Thing in Wreng.or 
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Diſcourſe againſt Mr. Mood's Half. pence; I ſhall 


certainly ſubmit. However, if that ſhould happen, 


I am determined to be ſomewhat more than the laſt 
Man in the Kingdom to receive them, becauſe L 
will never receive them at all: For although | 
_ how to be filent ; I have not yet learned 

to pay active Obedience againſt my Conſcience, 
and the publick Safety. 

I pe$s1RE to put a Caſe, which I think the 
Drapier, in ſome of his Books, hath put before me; 
although not ſa fully as it requires. 

You know the Copper Half-pence in England 
are coined by the Publick ; and every Piece worth 
pretty tolerably near the Value of the Copper. 
Now, ſuppoſe, that inſtead of the publick Coinage, 
a Patent had been granted to ſome private, ob- 
ſcure Perſon, for coining a proportionable Quanti- 
ty of Copper in that Kingdom, to what Mr. ood 
is preparing in this; and all of it at leaſt five Times 
below the intrinſick Value: The current Money of 
of England is reckoned to be Twenty Millions; 
and ours under Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds: 
By this Computation, as Mr. Vood hath Power to 
give u3 108000 Pound; ſo the Patentee in England, 
by the ſame Proportion, might circulate Four Mil- 
lions Three Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Pounds, 


| beſides as much more by Stealth and Counterfeits : 


J defire to know from you, whether the Parlia- 
ment might not have addreſſed upon fuch an Oc- 
caſion; what Succeſs they probably would have 
had; and how many Drapiers would have riſen to 
owe: the World with Pamphlets : Yet, that 
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Kingdom would not be ſo great a Sufferer as ours 


in the like Caſe ; becauſe their Caſh would not be 
conveyed into foreign Countries, but lye hid in the 
Cheſts of cautious, thrifty Men, until better Times. 
Then I deſire, for the Satisfaction of the Publick, 
that you will pleaſe to inform me why this Coun- 
try is treated in ſo very different a Manner, in a 


Point of ſuch high Importance, whether it be on 
Account of Poining's Act; of Subordination ; De- 


ndance ; or any other Term of Art; which I 
ſhall not conteſt, but am too dull to underſtand, 

I am very ſenſible, that the good or ill Succeſs 
of Mr. Wood, will affect you leſs than any Perſon 
of Conſequence in the Kingdom ; becauſe I hear 
you are ſo prudent, as to make all your Purchaſes 
in England; and truly ſo would I, if I had Mo- 


ney, although I were to pay a hundred Years Pur- 
chaſe ;- becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a Free- 


hold, that could not be taken from me by any Law, 
ta which I did not give my own Conſent; and 
where I ſhould never be in Danger of receiving 
my Rents in mixt Copper, at the loſs of Sixteen 
Shillings in the Pound. You can live in Eaſe and 
Plenty at Pepper-hara, in Surrey ; and therefore I 
thought it extremely generous and publick-ſpirited 


in you, to be of the Kingdom's Side in this Diſ- 
pute, by ſhewing without Reſerve, your Diſap- 


probation of Hood's Deſign ; at leaſt, if you have 
been ſo frank to others as you were to me; which 
indeed I could not but wonder at, conſidering how 
much we differ in other Points; and therefore, I 
could get but few Believers, when I attempred to juſ- 

tify you in this Article from your own Words. 
I wovLDp humbly offer another Thought, which 
I do not remember to have fallen under the Dra- 
es piers 
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pier's Obſervation, If theſe Half-pence ſhould once 
gain Admittance; it is agreed, that in no Jon 


Space of Time, what by the clandeſtine Practices 
of the Coiner, what by his own Counterfeits, and 
thoſe of others, either from Abroad or at Home; 
his limited Quantity would be trebled upon us, 
until there would not be a Grain of Gold or Sil- 
ver viſible in the Nation. This, in my Opinion, 
would lay a heavy Charge upon the Crown, by 
creating a Neceſſity of tranſmitting Money from 
England, to pay the Salaries, at leaſt, of the prin- 
cipal Civil Officers: For, I do not conceive how a 
Judge (for Inftance) could fupport his Dignity 


with a Thouſand Pounds a Year in Hood's Coin; 
which would not intrinfically be worth near Two: 


Hundred. To argue, that theſe Half-pence, if no' 


other Coin were current, would anſwer the general 
Ends of Commerce among our ſelves, is a great 
Miſtake ; and the Drapier hath made that Matter 
too clear to admit an Anſwer ; by ſhewing us 
what every Owner of Land muſt be forced to do 
with the Products of it in ſuch a Diſtreſs. You 
may read his Remarks at large in his ſecond or 


third Letter; to which I refer you. 


BEFORE I conclude, I cannot but obſerve, that 
for ſeveral Months paſt, there have more Papers 
been written in this Town, ſuch as they are, all 
upon the beſt publick Principle, the Love of our 
Country, than perhaps hath been known in any o- 
ther Nation, and in ſo ſhort a Time: I ſpeak in 
general, from the Drapier, down to the Maker of 
Ballads ; and all without any regard to the common 
Motives of Writers; which are Profit, Favour, 
and Reputation. As to Profit, I am aſſured by. 
Perſons of Credit, that the beſt Ballad upon Mr. 


Wood, 
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| W, ved, will not yield above a Groat to the Author, 


and the unfortunate Adventurer Harding, declares 
he never made the Drapier any Preſent, except 
one Pair of Scifiars. As to Favour, whoever thinks 
to make his Court by oppoſing Mr. Wood, is not 
very deep in Politicks. And, as to Reputation, 
certainly no Man of Worth and Learning, would 
employ his Pen upon ſo tranſitory a Subject, and 
in ſo obſcure a Corner of the World, to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf as an Author. So, that I look upon my 
ſelf, the Drapier, and my numerous Brethren, to 
be all true Patriots in our ſeveral Degrees. | 
All that the Publick can expect for the Future, 
is only to be ſometimes warned to beware of Mr. 


Wood's Half-pencez and refer them for Conviction 


to the Drapier's Reaſons. For, a Man of the moſt 
ſuperior Underſtanding, will find it impoſſible to 
make the beſt Uſe of it, while he writes in Con- 
ſtraint; perpetually ſoftning, correcting, or blot- 
ting out Expreſſions, for Fear of bringing his Prin- 
ter, or himſelf, under a Proſecution from my Lord 
Chief Juſtice Myhitſbed. It calls to my Remem- 
brance the Madman in Don Quixote, who being 
| ſoundly beaten by a Weaver for letting a Stone 
(which he always carried on his Shoulder) fall upon 
a Spaniel, apprehending that every Cur he met was 
of the ſame Species. 
For theſe Reaſons, I am convinced, that what 
T have now written will appear low and inſipid; 
but if it contributes, in the leaſt, to preſerve that Uni- 
on among us for oppoſing this fatal Project of Mr. 
Wood, my Pains will not be altogether loſt. _ 
I] fent theſe Papers to an eminent Lawyer (and 
yet a Man of Virtue and Learning into the Bar- 
gain) who, after many Alterations returned _ 
„ ä | back, 
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; back, with aſſuring me, that they are perfectly in- 


$ nocent; without the leaſt mixture of Treaſon, Re- 
t bellion, Sedition, Malice, Diſaffection, Reflection, 
8 or wicked Inſinuation whatſoe ver. 
i I x the Bell. man of each Pariſh, as he goes his 


' Circuit, would cry out, every Night, Paſt Twelve 
Clock; Beware of Wood's Half-pence ; it would 
probably cut off the Occaſion for publiſhing any 
more Pamphlets ; provided that in Country Towns 
it were done upon Market-Days. For my own 
ö Part, as ſoon as it ſhall be determined, that it is not 
againſt Law, I will begin the Experiment in the 
; Liberty of St. Patrick's; and hope my Example 
may be followed in the whole City. But if Autho- 
my ſhall think fit to forbid all-Writings, or Dif- 
courſes upon this Subject, except ſuch as are in Fa- 
vour of Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes me; 
only when -I am in Danger of burſting, I will go 
and whiſper among the Reeds, not any Reflection 
upon the Wiſdom of my Countrymen; but only 
theſe few Words, BEWARE OF WOOD's HALF- 


NE. 
| T am, | | ERS 
With due Reſpea, 
2 Humble Servant, „„ Ts \ 
Deanry-Houſe, VVV 
02. 26, 1724. een 
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AN HUMBLE 


ADDRESS 
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2 before the Lord Carteret came over; and Joon 
after the Fourth D&z...v1t R's Letter. 
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dA H A v E 9. told, that Petition 
A and Addreſſes either to King or Par- 
liament, are the Right of every 
Subject; provided they conſiſt with 


IO 7 that Reſpect, which is due to Prin- 


Ed On d LS 
ces and great Aſſemblies. Nei- 
. ther do 1 remember, that the modeſt Propoſals, or 


L a of private Men have been ill received, 
when 
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when they have not been delivered in the Style of 
Advice; Which is a Preſumption far from my 
Thoughts. However, if Propeſals ſhould be look- 
ed upon as too aſſuming 3 yet I hope every Man 
-may be ſuffered to declare his own and the Nation's 
Wiſhes. For Inſtance; I may be allowed to wiſh, 


that ſome further Laws were enacted for the Ad- 


vancement of Trade; for the Improvement of Agri- 
culture, now ſtrangely neglected, againſt the Max- 
im of all wiſe Nations : For ſupplying the mani- 
feſt Defects in the AR concerning Plantation of 
Trees: For ſetting the Poor to Work, and many 
others. 7 | | 
Upon this Principle, I may venture to affirm, 
it is the hearty Viſb of the whole Nation, very 
few excepted ; that the Parliament in this Seſſion 
would begin, by ſtrictly examining into the deteſta- 
ble Fraud of one Villiam Wood, now or late of 
London, Hard-ware-man ; who legally and clan- 
deſtinely, as appears by your own Votes and Ad- 
dreſſes, procured a Patent in England, for coini 
Half-pence in that Kingdam, to be current here. 
This, I ſay, is the Viſb of the whole Nation, very 


| few excepted ; and upon Account of thoſe few, is 


more ſtrongly and juſtly the Vid of the reſt : 
Thoſe few conſiſting either of Wood's Confederates, 
ſome obſcure Tradeſmen, or certain bold UN- 
DERTAKERS of weak Judgment, and ſtrong 
Ambition; who think to find their Accounts in the 
Ruin of the Nation, by ſecuring or advancing them- 


ſelves. And, becauſe ſuch Men Proceed upon a 


Syſtem of Politicks, to which I would fain hope you 
will be always utter Strangers; I ſhall humbly lay 
it before you. | 


Bs pleaſed to ſuppoſe me in a Station of Fif- 


teen Hundred Pounds a Year, Salary and * 
tes; 
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fites ; and likewiſe poſſeſſed of 8007. a Year real 
Eſtate. Then, ſuppoſe a deſtructive Project be on 
Foot ; ſuch, for Inſtance, as this of Food ; which, 
if it ſucceed, in all the Conſequences naturally to 
be expected from it, muſt fink the Rents and 
Wealth of the Kingdom one Half, (although I am 
confident, it would have done to five Sixths.) Sup- 
I conceive that the countenancing, or privately 
fupporting this Project, will pleaſe thoſe by whom J 
expect to be preſerved, or higher exalted. Nothing 
then remains, but to compute . and ballance m 
Gain and my Loſs, and ſum up the whole. I ſup- 
poſe that I ſhall keep my Employment ten Years, 
(not to mention the fair Chance of it better.) This 
at 15007. a Year amounts, in ten Years, to 15000], 
My Eſtate, by the Succeſs of the ſaid Project, ſinks 
400 l. a Year; which at 20 Years Purchaſe, i; 
but 8000 J. ſo that I am a clear Gainer of 7000. 
upon the Ballance. And during all that Period, I 
am poſſeſſed of Power and Credit, can gratify my 
Favourites, and take Vengeance of my Enemies. 
And if the Project miſcarry, my private Merit is 
ſtill entire. This Arithmetick, as horrible as it ap- 
' pears, I knowingly affirm to have been practiſed, and 
applied in Conjunctures, whereupon depended the 
Ruin or Safety of a Nation: Although, probably 
the Charity and Virtue of a Senate, will hardly be 
induced to believe, that there can be fuch Monſters 
among Mankind. And yet, the wiſe Lord Bacon 
mentions a Sort of People, (I doubt the Race is 
not yet extinct) who: would ſet a Houſe on Fire, for 
the Convenience of roaſting their own Eggs at the 
. „ 5 
Bur whoever is old enough to remember, and 
hath turned his Thoughts to obſerve the 225 | 
| 5 
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of Publick Affairs in this Kingdom, from the Time 
of the Revolution ; muſt acknowledge, that the 
higheft Points of Intereft and Liberty, have been 
often facrificed to the Avarice and Ambition of 

rticular Perſons, upon the very. Principles and 
Arithmetick that I have ſuppoſed : The only Wonder 
is, how theſe Artiſts were able to prevail upon 
Numbers; and influence even publick Aſſemblies 
to become Inſtruments for affecting their execrable 
Deſigns. . 

Ir is, I think, in all Conſcience, Latitude e- 
nough for Vice, if a Man in Station be allowed to 
act Injuſtice, upon the ſual Principles of getting @ 
Bribe, wrecking bis Malice, ſerxing bis Party, or 
conſulting his Prefermeut; while his Wickedneſs 
terminates in the Ruin only of particular Perſons, 
But to deliver up our who/e Country, and every 
living Soul who inhabits it, to certain DeſtruQtion 5 
hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 
moſt favourable Caſuiſts on the Side of Corruption. 
It was far better, that all who have had the Mi gfertune 
to be born in this Kingdom, ſhould be rendered in- 
capable of holding any Employment whatſoever, 
above the Degree of a Conſtable, (according to the 
Scheme and Intention of a * great Miniſter gone 10 
his own Place) than to live under the daily Appre- 
henſion of a few falſe Brethren among our ſelves. 
Becauſe, in the former Caſe, we ſhould be wholly 
free from the Danger of being betrayed ; ſince none 
could then have Impudence enough to pretend any 
publick Good. 

IT is true, that in this deſperate Affair of the 


new Half gence, I have not heard of any Man 


\ 
1 


above 


ho The late Basl of Sunderland. 
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above my own Degree of a Shop-keeper, to have 
been hitherto ſo bold, as, in dire? Terms, to vindi- 
| cate the fatal Project; although I have heen told 
of ſome very mollifying Expreſſions, which were uſed, 
and very gentle Expedients propoſed and handed a. 
bout, when it firft came under Debate: But, ſince 
the Eyes of the People have been fo far opened, 
that the moſt ignorant can plainly ſee their own 
Ruin, in the Succeſs of Wood's Attempt ; theſe 
GRAND COMPOUNDERS have been more 
cautious. T a 
Bur that the ſame Spirit ſtill ſubſiſts, hath ma- 
feſtly appeared (among other Inſtances of great Com- 
pliance) from certain Circumſtances, that have at- 
tended ſome late Proceedings in a Court of Fudica- 
ture. There is not any Common- Place more fre- 
uently infifled on, by thoſe who treat of our Con- 
ſtitution, than the great Happineſs and Excellency 
of Tryals by Juries; yet if this bleſſed Part of 
our Law be eludible at Pleaſure, by the Force of 
Power, Frowns and Artifice ; we ſhall have little 
| Reaſon to boaſt of our Advantage, in this particu- 


_ . tar, over other States or Kingdoms in Europe. 


And furely, theſe high Proceedings, exerciſed in a 
Point that fo nearly concerned the Life-Blood of the 
People, their neceſſary Subſiſtance, their very Food 
and Raiment, and even the publick Peace ; will 
not allow any favourable Appearance; - becauſe it 
was obvious, that ſo much ſuperabundant Zeal could 

have no other Deſign, or produce any other 
Effet, than to damp that Spirit raiſed in the 
Nation againſt this accurſed Scheme of William 
Wood, and his Abettors'; to which Spirit alone, 


we 


| ® Lord Chitf Julie Whithed. 
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we owe, and for ever muſt owe our being hither- 
to preſerved, and our Hopes of being preſerved for 
the future; if it can be kept up, and ſtrongly coun- 
tenanced by 7our wiſe Aſſemblies. I wiſh I could 


account for ſuch a Demeanor upon a more chari- 


table Foundation, than that of putting our Intereſt 

in over-Ballance with the Ruin of our Country. 
I REMEMBER ſome Months ago, when this Af- 

fair was freſh in Diſcourſe ; a Perſon near allyed 


to SOMEBODY, or (as the Hawkers called 


him) NOBODY, who was thought deeply con- 
cerned, went about very diligently among his Ac- 
quaintance, to ſhew the bad Conſequences that 


might follow from any publick Reſentment to the 


Diſadvantage of his ALL Mr. Wood; principal- 
ly alledging the Danger of all Employments being 
diſpoſed of from England. One of theſe Emiſſaries 
came to me, and urged the ſame Topick : I an- 


ſwered naturally, that I knew there was no Office 
of any Kind, which a Man from England might not 


have, if he thought it worth his asking, and that 


I looked upon all who had the Diſadvantage of be- 


ing born here, as only in the Condition of Leaſers 


and Gleaners, Neither could I forbear mentioning 


the known Fable of the Countryman, who en- 
treated his A, to fly for Fear of being taken by 
the Enemy; but the Aſs refuſed to give himſelf 


that Trouble; and upon a very wiſe Reaſon ; be- 
cauſe he could not poſſibly change his preſent Maſter ' 


for a worſe : The Enemy could not make him fare 
barder; beat him more cruelly z nor load him with 
beavier Burthens. BER ee 8 

Upon theſe and many other Conſiderations I 
may affirm it to be the Miſb of the whole Nation, 
that the Power and Privileges of Furies were de- 
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Claret, aſcertained, and confirmed by the Legiſla. 
ture ; and that whoever hath . been mand 
known to violate them, might be ſtigmatized by 
publick Cenſure; not from any hope that ſuch a 
Cenſure will amend their Pra#ices, or hurt their In. 

tereſt, (for it may probably operate quite contrary it 
both : ) but that the Nation may know their Enemies 
from their Friends. 

I s8ay not this with any Regard or. View to 
myſelf ; for I write. in great Security; and am re- 
ſolved, that none ſhall merit at my Expence, fur. 
ther, than by ſhewing their Zeal to diſcover, proſe- 
cute, and condemn me, for endeavouring to do my 
Duty in ſerving my Country: And yet, I am con- 
ſcious to my ſelf, that I never had the leaſt Inten- 
tion to reſiect on bis Majeſty's Miniſters, nor on any 
other Perſon, except William Wood, whom J neither 
did, nor do yet conceive to be of that Number, 
However, ſome would have it that I WENT TOO 
FAR; but J ſuppoſe they will now allow themſelves 
Miſtaken. I am ſure, I might eaſily have GONE 
FURTHER ; and, I think, I could not eaſily 
have FARED WORSE. And therefore, I was 
no further affected with their Proclamation, and ſub- 
ſequent Proceedings than a good Clergyman is with 
the Sins of the People. And, as to the poor Prin- 
ter, he is now gone to appear before a higher, and 
before a RIGHTEOUS Tribunal. 

As my Intention is only to lay before your 
great Aſſemblies, the general Wiſhes of the Na- 
tion; and, as I have already declared it our prin- 
cipal Y/7 , that your firſt Proceeding would be to 
examine into the pernicious Fraud of William Hood ; 
1 muſt add, as the univerſal Opinion, that all 
7 Commataton Compoſition, and the. like 

Wet» 1 wp 
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Expedients, either avowed or implied, will be of the 
woſt pernicious Conſequences to the Publick ; a- 
gainſt the Dignity of a FER Kingdom; and prove 


| an Encouragement to future Adventurers in the ſame 


deſtructive Projects. For it is a Maxim, which 
no Man at preſent diſputes, that even a Conni- 
vance to admit One Thouſand Pounds in theſe 
HALF-PENCE, will produce, in Time, the ſame 
ruinous Effects as if we openly conſented to admit a 
Million, It were, therefore, infinitely more fafe 
and eligible, to leave Things in the doubtful, me- 
lancholy State they are at preſent, (which, however, 
God forbid) and truſt entirely to the general Aver- 
ſion of our People againſt this Coin; uſing all ho- 
neſt Endeavours to preſerve, continue, and en- 
creaſe that Averſion, than ſubmit to apply thoſe 


| Palliatives which weak, perfidious, or abjeft Politi- 


cans, are upon all Occaſions, and in all Diſeaſes, ſo 
ready to adminiſter, | De OE 

In the ſmall Compaſs of my Reading (which 
however, hath been more extenſive than is uſual 
to Men of my inferior Calling) I have obſerved 
that Grievances have always preceded Supplies; and 
if ever Grievances had a Title to ſuch a Pre-emi- 
nence 3 it muſt be this of Wood; becauſe it is not 
only the greateſt Grievance that any Country could 
ſuffer, but a Grievance of ſuch a Kind, that, if it 


ſhould take effect, would make it impoſſible for 


us to give any Supplies at all; except an adulterate 
Copper; unleſs a Tax were laid for Paying the Ci- 
vil and Military Liſts, and the large Penſions, with 


real Commodities inſtead of Money; which, how-, 
ever, might be liable to ſome few. Objections as 

vell as Difficulties : For, although the common Sol- 
ders might be Ts” 


with Beef and Mutton, and 
e 
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Wool, and Malt, and Leatber; yet J am in ſome 
doubt as to the Generals, the Colonels, the nume. 
rous Penſioners, the Civil Officers, and others, who 
all live in England upon Triſh Pay; as well as thoſe 


few who reſide among us only becauſe they cannot 


help it. 
Tux is one Particular, which although [I have 
mentioned more than once in ſome of my former 
Papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little 
enlarge upon it; becauſe I do not remember to 
have read or heard of the like in the Hiſtory of any 
Age or Country; neither do I ever reflect upon 
it, without the utmoſt Aſtoniſbment. 

_ ArrTEx the unanimous Addreſſes to His ſacred 
Majeſty, againſt this Patent of Vood, from both 
Houfes of Parliament, which are the Three Eſtates 
of the Kingdom; and likewiſe an Addreſs from 
the Privy-Council, to whom, under the Chief Go- 
vernors, the whole Adminiſtration 1s entruſted ; the 


Matter is referred to a Committee of Council in 


London. Wood, and his Adberents, are heard on 
one Side; and a few Volunteers, without any Truſt 
or Directions from hence, on the other. The 
Queſtion, (as I remember) chiefly turned upon the 
want of Half-pence in Ireland: Witneſſes are called 
on the Behalf of Wood (of what Credit I have 


formerly ſhewn:) Upon the Iſſue, the Patent 1 
found good and legal; all his Majeſty's Officers here, 


(not excepting the Military) commanded to be aid- 


ing and aſſiſting to make it effectual. The Ad- 


dreſſes of both Houſes of Parliament, of the Privy- 
Council, and of the City of Dublin: The Declara- 


tions of moſt Counties and . Corporations through 


the Kingdom, are altogether laid afide 3 as of n0 
Weight, Conſequence or Conſideration whatſoe- 


ver: 


On CR AH cee 2 © = 0 My 
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ETTU af 
ver: And the whole Kingdom of Ireland nonſuited, 
in Default of Appearance; as if it were a private 


. Cauſe between John Dow, Plaintiff, and William 
0 Row, Defendant. 1] 

e WIT EH great Reſpect to thoſe Honourable Per- 
It ſons, the Committee of Council in Landon, I have 


not underſtood them to be our Governors, Coun- 
ſellors, or Judges. Neither did our Caſe turn at 
1 all upon the Queſtion, whether Ireland wanted 


e Half-pence or no. For there is no doubt, but we 
0 do want both Half-pence, Gold and Silver ; and 
y we have numberleſs other Hants, and ſome that we 
n are not ſo much as allowed to name; although they 


are peculiar to this Nation; to which no other 
1 is ſubject, whom God hath blefled with Religion 
h and Laws, or any Degree of Soil and Sunſbine: But 
" for what Demerits on our Side, I am altogether in 


— 


n the Dark. 


n Bur, I do not remember, that our. Want of 
e Half. pence was either affirmed or denied in any of 


n our Addreſſes or Declarations, againft thoſe of 
n Mood: We alledged, the fraudulent obtaining and 
i executing his Patent, the Baſeneſs of his Metal, the 
0 prodigious Sum to be coined, which might be en- 
e ereaſed by Stealth, from foreign Importation and his 


d own Counterfeits, as well as thoſe at Home; where- 
e by we muſt infallibly loſe all our little Gold and 
i Silver, and all our poor Remainder of a very li- 


mited and diſcouraged Trade : We urged, that the 1 
Patent was paſſed without the leaſt Reference hi- = 
ther; and without mention of any Security given 1 
by Wood, to receive his own Half-pence upon De- 
mand; both which are contrary to all former Pro- 
ceedings in the like Caſes. Theſe, and many o- 
ther Arguments we offered; but ſtill the Patent went 
1 . on, 
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on, and at this Day our Ruin would have been half 
: compleated ; if God, in his Mercy, had not raiſed 
an univerſal Deteſtation of theſe Half-pence, in 
the whole Kingdom; with a firm Reſolution ne. 
ver to receive them; ſince we are under no Oh. 
ligations to do ſo by any Law, either Human or 
JJ ol n 
Bor, in the Name of God, and of all Fufic: 
and Piety; when the King's Majeſty was pleaſed 
that this Patent ſhould paſs; is it not to be under. 
ſtood, that he conceived, believed, and intended it 
as a gracious Act, for the Good and Benefit of his 
Subjects, for the Advantage of a great and fruit. 
ful Kingdom; of the moſt loyal Kingdom upon 
Earth, where, no Hand or Voice was ever lifted up 
againſt him; a Kingdom where the Paſſage is not 
of three Hours from Britain; and a Kingdom where 
Papiſts have leſs Power, and leſs Land, than in 
England? Can it be denied, or doubted, that his 
_ Majeſty's Miniſters underſtood and propoſed the 


fame End, tbe Good of this Nation, when they ad- 


viſed the paſſing this Patent? Can the Perſon of 
Mood be. otherwiſe regarded, than as the Inſtru- 
ment, the Mechanick, the Head-workman, to pre- 
pare his : Furnace, his Fuel, his Metal and his 
Stamps r If I employ a Shoe-Boy, is it in View to 

:his Advantage, or to my own Convenience ? I men- 
tion the Perſon of William Mood alone; becauſe no 
other appears, and we are not to reaſon upon Sur. 
mMiſes ; neither would it avail, if they had a real 
Foundation. . 14 


* 


„ AlLTLowiIxd therefore, (for we cannot do leſs,) 
_ that this Patent for the coining of Half. pence, 
was wholly intended by a gracious King, and a 
iſe publick;/pirited Miniſtry, for the Advantage of 
ih 1 Ireland; 
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Ireland; yet when the whole Kingdom to a Man, 
for whoſe Good the Patent was deſigned, do, upon 
matureſt Conſideration, univerſally join, in openly 


| declaring, proteſting, addreſſing, petitioning againſt 
theſe Half-pence, as the moſt ruinous Project that 
ever was ſet on Foot to compleat the Slavery and 


Deſtruction of a poor innocent Country: I it, was 
it, can it, or will it ever be a Queſtion, not whe- 
ther ſuch a Kingdom, or William Wood, ſhould 
be a Gainer; but whether ſuch a Kingdom ſhould 
be wholly undone, deſtroyed, funk, depopulated, made 
a Scene of Miſery and Deſolation, for the Sake 
of Villiam Wood? God, of his infinite Mercy, 


avert this dreadful Judgment; and it is our uni- 


verſal Wiſh, that God would put it into your 


Hearts to be his Inſtruments for ſo good a Work. 


For my own Part, who am but one Man of ob- 


ſcure Condition, I do folemaly declare, in the Pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, that I will ſuffer the 


moſt igniominious and torturing Death, rather than 
ſubmit to receive this accurſed Coin, or any o- 
ther that ſnall be liable to the ſame Objections, un- 
til they ſhall be forced upon me, by a Law of 
my 0wn Country; and, if that ſhall ever happen, I 
will tranſport my ſelf into ſome foreign Land, and 


eat the Bread of Poverty among a free People. 


Au I legally puniſhable for theſe Expreſſions ? 


Shall anotber Proclamation iſſue againſt me, becauſe 


I preſume to take my Country's Part - againſt Vil. 
lam Wood; where her final Deſtruction is intend- 
ed? But, whenever you ſhall pleaſe to impale. Si- 


lence upon me, I will ſubmit ; becauſe, I look up- 


on your unanimous Voice to be the Voice of the 

Nation; and this I have been taught, and do be- 

lieve to be, in ſome Manner, the Voice of God. - 
— Tur 
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Tux great Ignominy of a whole Kingdom, 
| Iwithe ſo long at Mercy, under fo vile an Adver- 
fary, is ſuch a deplorable Aggravation, that the 
utmoſt Expreſſions of Shame and Rage, are too low 
to ſet it forth; and therefore, I ſhall leave it to 
receive ſuch a Reſentment, as is worthy of a Par- 
i lament. | 
Ir is likewiſe our univerſal Vip, that his Ma. 
jeſty would grant Liberty to coin Half-pence in 
this Kingdom, for our own Uſe ; under ſuch Re. 
ſtrictions as a Parliament here ſhall adviſe : Since 
the Power of coining even Gold and Silver is pol. 
 ſeſſed by every petty Prince abroad; and was al- 
ways practiſed by Scotland, to the very Time of 
the Union; yet furely Scotland, as to Soil, Cli- 
mate, and Extent, is not, in its ſelf, 4 fourth Part 
the Value of Ireland; (for Biſhop Burnet ſays, it 
is not above a forticth Part in Value to the reſt of 
Britain) and with reſpect to the Profit that England 
gains from hence, not the forty — 1 Part, 
Although I muſt confeſs, that a Mote in the Eye, or 
2 Thorn in the Side, is more dangerous and painful 
than a Beam, ora & ike at Diſtance. 
Tux Hiſtories of England, and of moſt other 
Countries, abound in relating the miſerable, and 
ſometimes the moſt tragical Effects, from the A- 


buſes of Coin ; by debaſing the Metal, by leflen- 
„ enhancing the Value upon Occaſi ons, to the 


publick Loſs 3; of which we have an Example, 
within our own Memory in England, and ano- 

ther very lately in France. It is the tendereſt Point of 
Government ang grey Individual in the higheſt 


Degree, When the Value of Money is arbitrary, 
or unſettled; no Man can well be ſaid to have any 
Property at all; nor is any Woynd ſo ſuddenly felt, 
ſo 


LET TER VIE - 


ſo — cured, or that leaves ſuch deep and laſt- 
ing Scars behind i it. 


I conceive this poor n Iſland, to have 


2 Title to ſome Indulgence from England; not on- 


ly upon the Score of Chriſtianiiy, natural Equity, 
and the general Rights of Mankind ; but chiefly on 
Account of that ed Profit they receive from 
us; without which, that Kingdom would make a 
very different Figure in Europe, from what it doth 
at preſent. | 

Txz Rents of Land in Ireland, ſince they have 
been of /ate ſo enormouſly raiſed, and ſcrewed up, 
may be computed to about two Millions; whereof 
one third Part, at leaſt, is directly tranſmitted to 


thoſe, who are perpetual Abſentees in England ; as 


1 find by a Computation made with the Aſſiltance 
of ſeveral skilful Gentlemen. 

Tu other Articles by which we are altoge- 
as Loſers, and England a Gainer ; we found to 
amount to almoſt as much more. I will only 
ſet down as many Heads of them as I can remem- 
ber; and leave them to the Conſideration of thoſe, 
who underſtand Accounts better than I pretend to 


do. 


Tre ny onal Abſentees, for Buſinel, Health, 
or Diverſion, 


| Turez Fourths of the Revenue of the Chief 
Governor, -during his Abſence ; which is uſually 
four Fifths of his Government. 

THz whole Revenue of the Poſt-Office. - 


THz numerous Penſions paid to Perſons 1 in Eng- 
land. 


Tux Pay of the chief Officers of the Army ab- 
ſent in England, which i is a great Sum. | 


FouR 
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; Four. Commiſſioners of the Revenue, always ab- 
lent. ; | | 
_ Civit Employments very numerous, and of great 
VVV | | 
Tux vaſt Charge of Appeals to the Houſe of 
'Lords, and to the Court of Delegates. 

' STUDENTS at the Inns. of Courts, and the two 
Univerſities. es. > 

E1caTy thouſand Pounds ſent yearly to England 
for Coals ; whereof the prime Coſt is nothing; and 
therefore, the Profit wholly theirs 

One hundred thouſand Pounds paid ſeveral 
Fears paſt, for Corn ſent over hither from England; 
the Effect of our own great Wiſdom in diſcourag- 
ing Agriculture. 5 e 
_ Tune kind Liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
Stuffs, and Calicoes, to gratify the Vanity and Fol- 
ly of our Women; which, beſide the Profit to 
England, is an inconceivable Loſs to us; forcing 
the Weavers to beg in. our Streets, or tranſport 
themſelves to foreign Countries. e 

Tux prdigious Loſs to us, and Gain to Eng- 
land, by ſelling them all our Wooll at their own 
Rates ; whereof the Manufacture exceeds above ten 
Times the prime Coſt : A Proceeding without Ex- 
ample in the Chriſtian or Heathen World. 

Our own Hol} returned upon us, in Engliſh 
Manufactures, to our. infinite Shame and Damage; 
and the great Advantage of Exglaud, 9 _ 

Tu full Profit of all our Mines aid to 
England.; an Effect of great Negligence and Stu- 

idity. „„ 
i — Affectation among us, of liking all Kinds 
of Goods made in England. 5 


Note, 


L.ETT.ER.M 


Note, Many of the above Articles have been 
ſince particularly computed by another Writer, to 
whoſe Treatiſe the Reader is referred. 


Trzxse, and many other Articles, which I can- 
not recolle& at preſent, are agreed by judicious 
Men to amount to near ſeven hundred thouſand 
Pounds per Ann. clear Profit to England. And, 
upon the whole, let any Man look into thoſe Au- 
thors who write upon the Subject of Commerce, 
he ſhall find, that there is not one ſingle Article 
in the Eſſentials, or Circumſtances of Trade, where- 
by a Country can be a Loſer, which we do not poſ- 
ſeſs in the higheſt Perfection; ſomewhat, in every 


Particular, that bears a kind of Analogy to William 


Wood; and now the Branches are all cut off, he 
ſtands ready with his Ax at the Root. 

Dro this Subject of perpetual Abſentees, I have 
ſpent ſome Time in very inſignificant Reflections; 
and conſidering the uſual Motives of human Acti- 
ons, which are Pleaſure, Profit, and Ambition, I 
cannot yet comprehend how thoſe Perſons find their 
Account in any of the three. I ſpeak not of thoſe 
Engliſh Peers or Gentlemen, who, beſides their E- 
ſtates at home, have Poſſeſſions here; for, in that 
Caſe, the Matter is deſperate; but I mean thoſe 
Lords, and wealthy Knights or *Squires, whoſe 
Birth, and partly their Education, and all their 
Fortune (except ſome Trifle, and that in very few 
Inſtances) are in this Kingdom. I knew many of 
them well enough, during ſeveral Years, when I 
reſided in England; and truly I could not diſce- 
ver that the Figure they made, was, by any Means, 
2 Subject for Envy; at leaſt it gave me tuo very 
different Paſſions : For, excepting the — 
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of going now and then to an Opera, or ſometimes 


"appearing, bebind a Crowd at Court; or adding to 


the Ring of Coaches in Hide-Park, or lofing their 


: Money at the Chocolate-Houſe ; or getting News, 


Votes, and Minutes, about five Days before us in 


Dublin: 1 ſay, beſides theſe, and a few other Pri. 


vileges of Ieß Importance, their Temptations to live 


in London, were beyond my Knowledge or Concep- 


tion. And I uſed to wonder how a Man of Birth 


and Spirit could endure to be wholly inſignifi- 
cant and obſcure in a foreigy Country, when he 
might live with Luſtre in his own ; and even at 


leſs than half that Expence, which he ſtrains 


himſelf to make, without obtaining any one End; 


except that which happened to the Frog when he 
would needs contend for Size with the Ox. I have 
been told by Scholars, that Cz/ar faid, he would 
rather be the fyſt Man, in I know not what Vil- 


lage, than the ſecond in Rome. This, perhaps, was 


a Thought only fit for Cæſar: But to be pre- 
ceded by * Thouſands, and neglected by Millions; to be 
wholly without Power, Figure, Influence, Honour, 
Credit or Diſtinfion, is not, in my poor Opinion, a 


very amiable Situation of Life, to a Perſon of Title, 


or Wealth, who can fo cheaply and eaſily Heine i in 
his Native Country. 

Bur, befides the depopulating of the king dam, 
the leaving ſo many Parts of it wild and uncultiva- 
ted, the Ruin of ſo many Country Seats and Planta- 
tions, the cutting down all the Woods to ſupply 
Expences in Eugland; the Abſence of ſo many 


noble and wealthy Perfons, hath been the Cauſe of 


another fatal Conſequence, which few perhaps have 
been aware of. For if that very confiderable Num- 


ber of Lords, who poſſeſs ws ampleſt Fortunes 


here, 


bd 
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here, had been content to live at home, and attend 
the Affairs of their own Country in Parliament 
the Weight, Reputation, and Dignity thereby 
added to that noble Houſe, would in all human 
Probability, have prevented certain- Proceedings, 
which are now ever 10 be lamented ; becauſe they ne- 
ver can be remedied : And, we might have then de- 
cided our c Properties among ourſelves, without 
being forced to travel five hundred Miles by Sea 
and Land, to another Kingdom for Juſtice; to our 


infinite Expence, Vexation, and Trouble; which 


is a Mark of Servitude without Example, from 
the Practice of any Age or Nation in the World. 
I nave ſometimes wondered, upon what Mo- 


tive the Peerage of England were ſo deſirous to de- 


termine our Controverſies ; becauſe I have been aſ- 
ſured, and partly know, that the frequent Ap- 

eals from hence have been very 7irk/ome to that 
illuſtrious Body; and whoever hath frequented the 


painted Chamber, and Court of Requeſts, muſt have | 


obſerved, that they are never ſo xebly filled, as 
when an Triſb Appeal is under Debate. 
Tnz Peers of Scotland, who are very nume- 
rous, were content to refide in their Caſtles and 
Houſes; in that bleak and barren Climate; and al- 
though ſome of them made frequent Journies to 


London, yet I do not remember any of their greateſt 
Families, till very lately, to have made England 


their conſtant Habitation, before the Union: Or, 
if they did, I am ſure it was generally 10 their own 
Advantage; and whatever they got, was employ- 
ed to cultivate and encreaſe their own Eſtates ; 
and by that Means enrich themſelves and their 
Country, 57 of If PIR: WY 
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218 The DRAPIER's LETTERS, 
As to the great Number of rich Mſentees, un- 


der the Degree of Peers; what particular ill Ef. 


fects their Abſence may have upon this Kingdom, 
beſides thoſe already mentioned, may perhaps be 


too tender a Point for me to ouch. But whe- 
ther thoſe who live in another Kingdom, upon 


great Eſtates here ; and have loſt all Regards to 
their own Country, further than upon Account of 
the Revenues they receive from it I ſay, whether 
ſuch perſons may not be prevailed on to recom- 
mend others to vacant Seats, who have no Inte- 
reſt here, except a precarious Employment; and 
conſequently can have no Views, but to preſerve 
what they have got, or to be higher advanced : 


This, I am ſure, is a very melancholy Queſtion, if 0 


it be a Queſtion at all. 


Bur, beſides the prodigious Profit which Zug- 


land receives by the Tranſmittal thither of two 
Thirds of the Revenues of this whole Kingdom; 
. It hath another mighty Advantage, by making our 
Country a Receptacle, wherein to disburthen them- 
ſelves of their ſupermmerary Pretenders to Offices 
Perſons of ſecond-rate Merit in their own Country; 

who, like Birds of Paſſage, moſt of them thrive 


and fatten here, and fly 8 their Credit and 


Employments are at an End, So, that Ireland may 
juſtly ſay what Luther faid of himſelf ; r ** 
land maketh many rich. 

Ir amidſt all our Difficulties, I ſhould venture 


to aſſert, that we have one great Advantage, pro- 


vided we could improve it as we ought ; I be- 


lieve moſt of my Readers would be long in conjectu- 


ring what poſſible Advantage could ever fall to our 
Share. However, it is certain, that all the Regular 
'Ceeds of Party and Faction among us are entirely 

| | root- 
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rooted out, and if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, 
they muſt be of equivocal Generation, without any 
Seed at all; and will be juſtly imputed to a De- 


gree of Stupidity, beyond even what we have been 


ever charged with upon that ſcore of our Birth- 
place and Climate. : | 

Tae Parties in this Kingdom (including thoſe 
of modern Date) are, Firſt, of thoſe who have 
been charged or ſuſpected to. favour the Preten- 
der; and thoſe who were zealous Oppoſers of him. 
Secondly, Of thoſe who were for and againſt a To- 
leration of Diſſenters by Law. Thirdly, Of High 
and Lot - Church; or, (to ſpeak in the Cant of the 
Tunes) of Vbig and Tory : And, Fourthly, Of 
Court and Country. If there be any more, they 
are beyond my Obſervation or Politicks : For as to 
ſubaltern or occaſional Parties, they have all been 
Derivations from the ſame Originals. | 

Now, it.is manifeſt, that all theſe Incitements 
to Faction, Party and Diviſion, are wholly removed 
from among us. For, as to the Pretender, his 
Cauſe is both deſperate and obſolete : There are ve- 


ry. few now alive who were Men in his. Father's 


Time, and in that Prince's Intereſt ; and in all 
others, the Obligation of Conſcience hath no 
Place; even the Papiſts in general, of any Sub- 


ſtance or Eſtates, and their Prieſts almoſt univer- 


fally, are, what we call Whigs in the Senſe which 


by that Word is generally underſtood. They feel 


the Smart, and ſee the Scars of their former Wounds ; 
and very well know, that they muſt be made a 


Sacrifice to the leaſt Attempts towards a Change; al- 


though it cannot be doubted that they would be 


glad to have their Superſtition reſtored under any 


Prince whatſoever. 
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SEconDLY, the Diſſenters are now tolerated by 
Law ; neither do we obſerve any Murmurs at * 
ſent from that Quarter, except thoſe reaſonable 
Complaints they make of Perſecution, becauſe they 


are excluded from Civil Employments; but their 


Number being very ſmall in either Houſe of Par- 
liament, they are not yet in a Situation to erect a 
Party : Becauſe however indifferent Men may be with 
regard to Religion they are now grown Wiſe enough 
to know. that if ſuch a Latitude were allowed to 
Diſſenters; the few ſmall Employments left us in 
Cities and Corporations, would find other Hands 
to lay hold on them. 

TRIR DI, The Diſpute between Hig b and "7 
Church is now at an End two Thirds of the 
Biſhops having been promoted in this Reign, and 
moſt of them from England, who have beſtowed 
all Preferments in their Gift to thoſe they could 
well conſide in. The Deanries all except Three, 
and many principal Church Livings, are in the 
Donation of the Crown: So, that we already poſ- 
ſeſs ſuch a Body of Clergy as will never engage in 
Controverſy upon that antiquated and exploded Sub- 
ject. 

LasTLY, As to Court and Country Parties, ſo fa- 
mous and avowed under moſt Reigns in Engliſb Par- 
liaments : This Kingdom hath not for ſeveral Years 
paſt been a proper Scene whereon to exerciſe ſuch 
Contentions ; and is now leſs proper than ever ; 
many great Employments for Life being in "_ 
Hands, and the Reverſions diligentiy watched and 
ſecured; the temporary ones of any inviting Value 
are all beſtowed elſewhere as faſt as they drop; 
and the few remaining, are of too low Conſidera- 
tion to create Conteſts about them, except among 
younger 


_ WAG VXcXx os at A «ay wes nk .ÞP. ot nm bb SE oC 


0 ” —_— — 1 ** vo a 


bs CEO _ ns — 952— * kd 


DB: wo I” a ©» 


GS 7  & 


1 


LETTRA Vit © li 
younger Brothers or Tradeſmen like my ſelf, And, 


therefore, to inſtitute a Court and Country-Party 


without Materials, would be a very new Syſtem 
in Politicks, and what I believe was never thought 
on before; nor, unleſs in a Nation of Idiots, can 
ever ſucceed, For the moſt ignorant Iriſh Cotta- 
ger will not /ell his Cow for a Groat. | 

| THEREFORE, I conclude, that all Party and 
Faction, with regard to publick Proceedings, are 
now extinguiſhed in this Kingdom ; * neither doth 
it appear in View how they can poſſibly revive 3 
unleſs ſome new Clauſes be adminiſtred; which 
cannot be done without croſſing the Intereſts of thoſe 
who are the greaięſt Gainers by continuing the ſame 
Meaſures, And general Calamities without Hope 
of Redreſs, are allowed to be the great Uniters of 
Mankind, : ] 

' However we may diſlike the Cauſes z yet 
this Effect of begetting an univerſal Concord a- 
mong us in all National Debates, as well as in Cities, 
Corporations, and Country-Neighbourhoods, may keep 
us at leaſt alive, and in a Condition to eat the lit- 
tle Bread allowed us in Peace and Amity, I have 
heard of a Quarrel in a Tavern, where all were 
at Daggers-drawing, till one of the Company cri- 
ed out deſiring to know the Subject of the Quarrel; 
which, when none of them could tell, they put 


up their Swords, ſat down, and paſled the reſt of 


the Evening in Quiet. The former Part hath been 
our Caſe z I hope the latter will be ſo too; that we 
ſhall fit down amicably together, at leaſt until we 


— _ 
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* Note, Since this Diſcourſe was written, it hath _— by Ex- 
prriedce, that the Author <vas much miſtaken in his Gonjeetures. 


Vor. IV. have 


2 


4 
1 
7 
4; 
" 
--». 
mA 
of. 
: b 
f ol 
» 4 
I * 
wal 
4 2 
1 
— 5 
er. 
vi : 
1 
ed 1 
+ 
17 R 
k 
4H F 
5 
| 4 
1 
1 1 
2 9 
7 2 
4 
l * 
4 
: w 
+ A 
1 
4 4 * 1 
. iz 
Wt 
+8 
2 
* , 
Ve 
22 
= 
"4 ” 4 
3 
1 
83 
+ =. 
Kt £3 
7 Ms 
1 
4 . } 
Wl 
wy 
: & A 
=, 9 
„ 4 4 
+1*: 7 
1 
i 
778 
= 
_ = 
1 1 
* q 
bl 
N 
U 1 
Pal #: 
1 
* £1 
20 "$4 
1 
9 * 4 * 
" ' 
1 ; 
3 
* by , 
4. 
* ? 
180 1 


— — 
— T— ern 


| 
7 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 
1 
| 
4 
1 
| 


G. — — = 


222 The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


have ſometbing that may give us a Title to fall out; 
ſince Nature hath inſtructed even a Brood of G0. 
lings to ſtick together while the Kite is hovering over 
their Heads. . 

Ir is certain, that a firm Union in any Country, 
where every Man wiſhes the ſame Thing with re- 
lation to the Publick, may, in ſeveral Points of 
the greateſt Importance, in ſome Meaſure, ſupply 
the Defect of Power; and even of thoſe Rights which 
are the natural and undoubted Inheritance of Man- 
kind. If, the univerſal Wiſb of the Nation upon any 
Point, were declared by the unanimous Vote of the 
Houſe of Commons, and a reaſonable Number of 
Lords; I ſhould think my ſelf obliged in Conſci- 
ence to act in my Sphere according to that Vote; 
becauſe in all free Nations, I take the proper De- 
finition of Law to be the Will of the Majority of 
thoſe who- bave the Property in Land ; which, if there 
be a Monarchy, 1s to be confirmed by the Royal 
Aſſent. And, although ſuch Votes or Declarati- 
ons have not received ſuch a Confirmation, for cer- 
tain accidental Reaſons ; yet I think, they ought to 
be of much Weight with the Subject; provided they 


neither oppoſe the King's Prerogative, endanger 


the Peace of the Nation, nor infringe any Law al- 


ready in Force; none of which, however, can rea- 


ſonably be ſuppoſed. Thus, for Inſtance, if Nine 
in Ten of the Houſe of Commons, and a reaſonable 
Number of native temporal Peers, ſhould declare, 
that whoever received or uttered Braſs Coin, ex- 
cept under certain Limitations and Securities, ſhould 
be deemed as Enemies to the King and the Nation ; 
I ſhould think it a heinous Sin in my ſelf to act 
contrary to ſuch a Vote: And, if the ſame Power 


ſhould declare the ſame Cenſure againſt thoſe who 


_ wore 
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wore Indian Stuffs and Callicoes, or Woollen Manu- 
factures imported from abroad, whereby this Nation 
is reduced to the loweſt Ebb of Miſery : I ſhould 
readily, beariily, and chearfully pay Obedience, and 
to my utmoſt Power perſuade others to do the like: 
Becauſe, there is no Law of this Land obliging us 
either to receive ſuch Coin, or to wear ſuch foreign 
Manufactures. | | I 

_ * Urpox this laſt Article, I could humbly wiſh, 
that the Reverend the Clergy would ſet us an Exam- 
ple, by contenting themſelves with wearing Gowns 
and other Habiliments of Iriſb Drapery ; which, as 
it would be ſome Incitement to the Laity, and ſet 
many Hands to work ; ſo they would find their Ad- 
vantage in the Cheapneſs ; which is a Circumſtance 
not to be neglected by too many among that vene- 
rable Body, F And, in order to this, I could hear- 
tily deſire, that the moſt ingenious Artiſts of the 
Weaving Trade, would contrive ſome decent Stuffs 
and Silks for Clergymen, at reaſonable Rates. 

I HAve preſſed ſeveral of our moſt ſubſtantial 
Brethren, that the whole Corporation of Weavers in 
Silk and Woollen, would publiſh ſome Propoſals, 

(I' wiſh they would do it to both Houſes of Par- 
lament) inviting Perſons of all Degrees, and of 
both Sexes, to wear the Woollen and Silk Ma- 
nufactures of our own Country; entering into ſo- 


lemn, mutual Engagements, that the Buyer ſhall 


4 have 


— 
— 


To 4 WP? 2 & „ 


—_ 
— _ „ „ 


* Note, This hath fince been put in Pradice, by the Perſuaſſ. 


ent, and Influence of the ſuppoſed Author; but much defeated by 


the moſt infamous Fraud of Shop- keepers. 
1 733 5 cheme was likewiſe often argued to the Weavers by the. 
ret, Author ; but could never prevail upon them to put it in 
ractice. | _ | 
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have good ſubſtantial, merchantable Ware for his 
Money; and at a certain Rate, without the Troy- 


ble of cheapning : So, that if I ſent a Child for a 
Piece of Stuff of a particular Colour and Fineneſs, 
J ſhould be ſure not to be deceived ; or, if I had 
Reaſon to complain, the Corporation ſhould give 


me immediate Sati faction; and the Name of the 


Tradeſmen who did me Wrong, ſhould be pub- 
liſhed ; and Warning given not to deal with him 
for the future ; unleſs the Matter plainly appeared 
to be a Miſtake : For, beſides the Trouble of go- 
ing from Shop to Shop; an ignorant Cuſtomer 
runs the Hazard of being cheated in the Price and 
Goodneſs of what he buys ; being forced to an 
unequal Combat with a dextrous, and diſhoneſt 
Man in his own Calling. Thus our Goods fall un- 
der a general Diſreputation; and the Gentry call 


for Engliſh Cloth, or Silk, from an Opinion they 


have (and often too juſtly by our own Faults) that 
the Goodneſs more than makes up for the Difference 
of the Price. | | | 
BEsID Es, it hath been the ſottiſh and ruinous 
Practice of us Tradeſmen, upon any great De- 
mand of Goods, either at home or from abroad, 


to raiſe the Prices immediately, and manufacture 


the ſaid Goods more lightly and fraudulently than 
before. EE 

Or this foul and fooliſh Proceeding, too many 
Inſtances might be produced; and, I cannot for- 
bear mentioning one whereby this poor Kingdom 


hath received ſuch a-fatal Blow in the only Article 


of Trade allowed us of any Importance, that no- 
thing but the .Succeſs of Hood's Project could out- 
do it. During the late Plague in France, the Spa- 
niards, Who buy their Linnen Cloths in that King- 
| ; | dom, 
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dom, not daring to venture thither for fear of In- 
fection; a very great Demand was made here for 
that Commodity, and exported to Spain: But, V he- 
ther by the Ignorance of the Merchants, or Diſhoneſ- 
ty of the Northern Weavers, or the Colluſion of 
both; the Ware was ſo bad, and the Price ſo 
exceſſive, that, except ſame ſmall Quantity, which 
was ſold below. the prime Coſt, the greateſt Parr 


was returned back : And, I have been told by ve- 
ry intelligent Perſons, chat if we had been fair 


Dealers, the whole Current of the Linnen Trade 
to Spain would have taken its Courſe from hence. 

Ir any Puniſhment were to be inflicted on Num- 
bers of Men; ſurely there could none be thought 
too great for ſuch a Race of Traytors and Ene- 
mics to God and their Country; who for the Pro- 


ſpect of a little preſent Gain, do not only ruin 


themſelves, (for that alone would be an Example 
to the reſt, and a ruin to the Nation) but ſell 
their Souls to Hell, and their Country to De- 
ſtruction: And, if the Plague could have been 


confined only to thoſe who were Partaters in the 


Guilt, had it travelled hither from Marſailles, 
thoſe Wretches would have died with lefs Title 
to Pity, than a Highwayman going to the Gal- 
lows. 


Bur, it happens very unluckily, that, for ſome 


Time paſt, all Endeavours or Propoſals from private 
Perſons, to advance the publick Service ; however 
honeſtly and innocently deſigned; have been called 


| flying in the King's Face: And this, to my Know- 
ledge, hath been the Style of ſome Perſons, whoſe 
| Anceſtors, (J mean thoſe among them who bad any) 
| and themſelves, have been flying in Princes Faces 


theſe four Score Years ; and fl rom their own In- 
Q 3 clinatiom 
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clinations would do ſo ſtill, if their Intereſt did not 
lead them rather to fly in the Face of a Kingdom ; 
which hath given them Wings to enable them for 
ſach a Flight. 

Tnvs, about four Years ago, when a * Dif. 
courſe was publiſhed, endeavouring to perſuade our - 
People to wear their own Woollen Manufactures, 
full of the moſt dutiful Expreſſions to the King, 
and without the leaſt Party-Hint ; it was termed 
flying in the King's Face; the Printer was proſecuted 
in the Manner we all remember ; (and I hope, it 
will ſomewhere be remembred further ) the Fury kept 
eleven Hours, and ſent back nine Times, till they 
were under the Neceſſity of leaving the Priſoner to 
the Mercy of the Court, by a ſpecial Verdict. The 
+ Judge on the Bench, invoking God for his Mi tneſs, | 
when he aſſerted, that the Author's Deſign was to 
bring in the Pretender. | 

AnD thus alſo, my own poor Endeayours to 
prevent the Ruin of my Country, by the Admiſ- 
ſion of Wood's Coin, was called by the ſame Per- 
ſons, flying in the King's Face; which I directly deny: 
For I cannot allow that vile Repreſentation of the 
Royal Countenance in William Wood's adulterate Cop- 
per, to be his ſacred Majeſty's Face; or, if it were, 
my flying was not againſt the Impreſſ jon, but the 
Baſeneſs of the Metal; becauſe I well remembered, 
that the Image which Nebuchaduezzar commanded to 
be ſet up, for all Men to fall down and worſhip it, 
was not of. C ber, but * Cold. And, I am 

_ heartily 
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heartily ſorry, we have ſo few Royal Images of that 
Metal among us; the Sight whereof, although 
it could hardly encreaſe our Veneration for his 
Majeſty, which is already ſo great; yet would very 
much enliven it with a Mixture of Comfort and 
Satisfaction. „„ 
ALEXANDER the Great, would ſuffer no Sta- 
tuary, except Phidias, to carve his Image in Stone 
or Metal. How mutt he have treated ſuch an 
Operator as Wood, who goes about with Sacks-full 
of Droſs ; odiouſly miſrepreſenting his Prince's 
Countenance; and would force them, by Thou- 
ſands, upon every one of us, at above /ix times 
the Value. „„ 1 
Bur, notwithſtanding all that hath been object- 
ed by William Wood himſelf; together with his Fa- 
vourers, Abettors, Supporters, either publick or pri- 
vate; by thoſe who connive at his Project, or dif 
courage and diſcountenance his Oppoſers, for fear of leſ- 
ſening their Favour, or hazarding their Employ- 
ments; by thoſe who endeavour to damp the Spirit 
of the People raiſed againſt this Coin; or check 
the honeſt Zeal of ſuch as by their Vritings or 
Diſcourſes, do all they can to keep it up: Thoſe 
Softners, Sweetners, Compounders, and - Expedient- 
mongers, who ſhake their Heads ſo ſtrongly, that 
we can hear their Pockets jingle; 1 did never ima- 
gine, that in detecting the Practices of ſuch Ene- 
mies to the Kingdom, I was flying in the King's 
Face; or thought they were better Repreſenters of his 
Majeſty, than that very Coin, for which they are 
ſecret or open Advocates. 
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Ir I were allowed to recite only thoſe i/hes 
of the Nation, which may be in our Power to at- 
tain 3 I think they might be ſummed up in theſe few 
following. . 

Firſt, Thar an End might be put to our Ap. 
prehenſions of Mood's Halt-pence, and to any Dan- 
ger of the like deſtructive Scheme for the Future. 

Secondly, TnHAT Half. pence might be coined in 
this Kingdom, by a publick Mint, with due Li- 
mitations. | oo 

Thirdly, Tur the Senſe of both Houſes of Par. 
liament, at leaſt of the Houſe of Commons, were 
declared by ſome unanimous and hearty Votes, a- 
gainſt wearing any Silk or Woollen Manufactures, 
imported from Abroad; as likewiſe againſt wear- 
ing Indian Silks or Callicoes, which are forbidden 
under the higheſt Penalties in England : And it be- 
| hoves us, to take Example from ſo wiſe a Nation; 
becauſe we are under a greater Neceſſity to do ſo, 
ſince we are not allowed to export any Woollen Ma- 
nufactures of our own, which is the principal Branch 
of foreign Trade in England. . 
 FPFaurthly, TuaT ſome effectual Methods may be 
taken to Civilize the poorer Sort of our Natives, 
in all thoſe Parts of this Kingdom where the Iriſh 
abound z by introducing among them our Lan- 
_ guage and Cuftoms ; for want of which 'they live 
in the utmoſt Ignorance, Barbarity and Poverty ; 

giving themſelves. wholly up to Idleneſs, Naſtineſs, 
and Thievery, to the very great and juſt Reproach 
of too many Landlords, And, if I had in me the 
leaſt Spirit of a Projector, I would engage, that this 
might be effected in a few Years, at a very incon- 
fiderable Charge, 


Fifthly 
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Fifthly, Thar due Encouragement ſhould be 
given to Agriculture; and a ſtop put to that per- 
nicious Practice of Graziers engroſſing vaſt Quan- 
tities of Land, ſometimes at great Diſtance ; where- 
by the Country 1s extremely depopulated. | 
Sixthly, Th Ar the Defects in thoſe Acts for 
planting Foreſt Trees, might be fully ſupplied, 
ſince they have hitherto been wholly ineffectual ; 
except about the Demeſnes of a few Gentlemen ; 
and even there, in general, very unskilfully made, 
and thriving accordingly. Neither has there yet 
been due Care taken to preſerve what 1s planted, 
or to incloſe Grounds ; not one Hedge, in a Hun- 
dred, coming to Maturity, for want of Skill and 
| Induſtry. The neglect of cop/ing Woods cut down, 
Yo likewiſe been of very evil Conſequences. And, 
Men were reſtrained from that unlimited Li- 
berty of cutting down their own Woods before the 
proper Time, as they are in ſome other Coun- 
tries; it would be a mighty Benefit to the King- 
dom. For, I believe, there is not another Example in 
Europe, of ſuch a prodigious Quantity of excellent 
Timber cut down, in ſo ſhort a Time, with ſo 
little Advantage to the Country, either in Shipping 
or Building. | | 3 
I May add, that abſurd Practice of cutting Turf 
without any Regularity, whereby great Quantities 
of reſtorable Land are made utterly deſperate, many 
Thouſands of Cattle deſtroyed, the Turf more dif- 
flicult to come at and carry Home, and leſs fit for 
burning; the Air made unwholſome by ſtagnating 
Pools and Marſhes ; and the very Sight of ſuch 
Places offenfive to thoſe who ride by. Neither 
 thould that odious Cuſtom be allowed, of cutting 
Scraws (as they call them) which is flaying off 
| _ 
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the green Surface of the Ground, to cover their. 
Cabbins; or make up their Ditches ; ſometimes in 
ſhallow Soils, where all is Gravel within a few 
Inches; and ſometimes in low Ground, with a 
thin Green-ſward, and Sloughy-underneath ; which 
laſt turns all into a Bog, by this Miſmanagement. 
And, I have heard from very skilful Countrymen, 
that by theſe two Practices in Turf and Scraws, 
the Kingdom loſeth ſome Hundreds of Acres of 
profitable Land every Year ; befides the irrepara- 
ble Loſs of many Skirts of Bogs, which have 
a green Coat of Graſs, and yet 'are mangled for 
Turf; and beſides, the Want of Canals, by regu- 
lar Cutting, which would not only be a great Con- 


venience for bringing their Turf Home at an eaſy 


Rate; but likewiſe render even the larger Bogs 
more dry and ſafe for Summer Paſture. 

Tuksxk, and ſome other Speculations of the like 
Kind, I had intended to publiſh in a particular 
Diſcourſe againſt this Seſſion of Parliament; be- 
cauſe, in ſome Periods of my Life, I had Oppor- 
tunity and Curioſity to obſerve, from what Cauſes 
thoſe great Errors, in every Branch of Country Ma- 
nagement, have ariſen; of which I have now ven- 
tured to relate but few, out of very many ; where- 


of ſome, perhaps, would not be mentioned with- 


cout giving Offence 3 which I have endeavoured, by 
all poſſible Means to avoid. And, for the. ſame 
Reaſon, I choſe to add, here, the little I thought 
proper to ſay on this _ ood 

Bur, as to the Lands of thoſe who are perpe- 
tual Abſentees, 1 do not ſee any Probability of their 
being ever improved. In former Times, their Te- 
nants fat at eaſy Rents ;. but for ſome Years paſt, 
der bare been generally ſpeaking, more terribly 
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racked by the Dexterity of mercileſs Agents from 
England, than even thoſe held under the ſevereſt 
Landlords here. I was aſſured upon the Place, by 
great Numbers of credible People, that a prodigi- 
ous Eſtate in the County of Cork, being let upon 
Leaſes for Lives, and great Fines paid; the Rent 
was ſo high, that the Tenants begged Leave to ſur- 
render their Leaſes, and were content to loſe their 
Fines. | 

TE cultivating and Improvement of Land, is 
certainly a Subject worthy of the higheſt Enquiry 
in any Country, but eſpecially. in ours; where we 
are ſo ſtrangely limited in every Branch of Trade, 
that can be of Advantage to us ; and utterly de- 
prived of thoſe which are of the greateſt Impor- 
tance ; wherefore I defy the moſt learned Man in 
Europe, to produce me an Example from any o- 
ther Kingdom in the World: For, we are denied 
Benefits which God and Nature intended to us; as 
manifeſtly appears by our happy Situation for Com- 
merce, and the great Number of our excellent Ports. 
So that, I think, little is left us, beſides the culti- 
vating our own Soil, encouraging Agriculture, and 
making great Plantations of Trees, that we might 
not be under the Neceſſity of ſending for Corn and 
Bark from England, and Timber from other Coun- 
tries. This would increaſe the Number of our In- 

habitants, and help to conſume our natural Pro- 
ducts, as well as Manufactures at Home. And, I 
ſhall never forget what I once ventured to ſay to a 
great Man in England; that few Politicians, with -. 
all their Schemes, are half ſo uſeful Members of a 
Commonwealth, as an honeſt Farmer; who, by skil- 
fully draining, fencing, manuring, and planting, 
hath increaſed the intrinſick Value of a _ of 

6 | nd ; 
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Land; and thereby done a perpetual Service to * 
Country ; z Which it is a great Controverſy, whes 
ther any of the former ever did ſince the Creation 
of the World ; but no Controverſy at all, that 
Nincty-nine in 8 Hundred, have done abundance 


of Mi chief, 


At the Time when the Coinage of Half-pence by WII 
0 


LIAM Woop, made moſt Noiſe, ſeveral Papers of 
Humour and Ridicule, ran about the Town and 
Kingdom, to expoſe that pernicious Project; among 
others, that which follows ; and is ſuppoſed to be 
written by the Author of the DRAPIER's Letters: 
We bave, therefore, ventured to Reprint it in its 
proper Place. ? : 


A full and true Account of the ſolemn Proceſſion 
to the GALLOWS, af the Execution of 
William Woop, Eſquire and Hard-ware- 


Written in the Year 1724. 


D 


O ME Time ago, upon a Report ſpread, 

chat Villiam Wood Hard- ware-man, was 
concealed in his Brother- in-Law's Houſe 
here in Dublin; a great Number of 
People of different Conditions, and of 
both Sexes, crowded about the Door, determinately 
bent to take revenge upon him as a Coiner and 
Counterfeiter. Among the reſt, a certain curious 
Perſon ſtanding in a Corner obſerved, that * 


* 
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all diſcovered their Reſentments in the proper Terms 


and Expreſſions of their ſeyeral Trades and Callings 


whereof he wrote down as many as he could re- 
member ; and was pleaſed to communicate them to 
me; wich leave to publiſn them, for the Uſe of 
thoſe who at any Time hereafter may be at a Loſs 
for proper Words, wherein to expreſs their Good 
Dif] — tions towards the ſaid William Mood. 


The rene cried out to have * delivered into 


their Hands. 


Says the Pt Man, Expell him the Hus. 


2d. P—I—t Man, I ſecond that Motion. 


Cooke, I'll baſte him. 


2d. Cook, I'll give him his Belly: full. | 

3d. Cook, I'll give him a Lick in the * 

Ath Cook, PII Sauce him. 

DPrunter-man, P11 beat him as long as ; I can fand. 
Book. ſeller, I'll turn over a Neu- Leaf with him. 
Sadler, I'll pummel him. 

Glazier, Pll make the Ligbt ſhine through him. 
Grocer, PII Pepper him. | 
Groom, I'll Curry his Hide. 

Apothecary, I'll Pound him. 


. Apothecary rn beat him to Mummy. 


School-Maſter, Ill make him an Example. - 
Rabbet-Catcher, I'll Ferret him. 

Paver, Pll Thump hum. 

Coiner, Ill give him a Rap. 

WHIG,' Down with him. 


TORY, Up. with him. 


Miller, il daſh out his Grinders, 

2d. Miller, Dam him. | 

Boat-man, Sink him. 
Scavenger, 


Scavenger, Throw him in the Kennel. 


Curate, Pll make the Devil come out of him. 


Dancing Maſter, I'll teach him better Manners. - 


: 4th. Taylor, Pl! make his A — make Buttons. 


Fidler, I'll have him by the Ears. | 
| 2d, Fidler, I'll bang him to ſome Tune. 
Barber, Il have him by the Beard. 


| Gold-finder, Pll make him Szznk. | 
| Hackney-Coachman, I'Il make him know his Driver, 
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Dyer, VII beat him black and blue. 
Bo, Pl! make the Houſe too bot him. 
Whore, Pox rot him. 

2d. Whore, Let me alone with him. 

zd. Whore, Clap him up. 

Muſtard- Mater, Pll have him by the Nose. 


Popiſh Prieſt, 11 ſend him to the Devil. 


2d. Dancing - Maſter, '1l make him cut a Caper 
three Story high. 

Farmer, I'Il thraſh him. 

Taylor, I'll ſit in his Skzrts. 

2d. Taylor, Hell is too good for him. 

3d. Taylor, PII pink his Doublet. 


Basket-maker, I'll Hamper him. 


2d. Barber, I'II pull his Vpiskers. 

3d. Barber, I'll make his Hair ſtand an End. 

4th. Barber, P11 comb his Locks. © 

Tinker, T'll try what Metal he is made of, 

Cobler, Pll make an End of him. | 

Tt Macconiſt, Pl make him Smoak. 

2d. Tobacconiſt, I'll make him ſet up his . 4 


2d. Hackney-Coachman, I'll drive him to the Devil. 
Butcher, I'll have a Limb of him. 

2d. Butcher, Let us blow him up. 

3d. Butcher, My Knife in him. 

Nurſe, Pl Swaddel. him. 

— We'll 1 the Rogue i in a a Pond, 
_ Oftler 
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Oſtler, P11 rub him down. 

Shoemaker, Set him in the Stocks. 
Banker, ll kick him to Half-Crowns. 
2d. Banker, VI] pay him off. 
Bowler, 11 have a Rubber with him. 
Gamſter, I'll make his Bones-rattle. 
Bodice- Mater, I'll Lace his Sides. 
Gardner, ll him water his Plants. 
Ale-Wife, Pl reckon with him. | 
Cuckold, VII make him pull in his Horus. 
Old Woman, I'll Mumble him. 
Hangman, IL'II Throttle him. 


Bur at laſt, the People having received Aſſuran- 
ces, that William Wood was neither in the Houſe nor 
Kingdom, appointed certain Commiſſioners to hang 
him in Effigy 3 whereof the whole Ceremony and 
Proceſſion, deſerve to be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 
Firſt, Tat Way was cleared by a Detachment of 
the Black- Guards; with ſhort Sticks in their Hand, 
and Cockades of Paper in their Hats. 
THEN appeared William Wood, Eſq; repreſented 
to the Life by an old Piece of Carved Timber, ta- 
ken from the Keel of a Ship. Upon his Face, 
which looked very diſmal, were fixed at proper Di- 
ſtances, ſeveral Pieces of his own Coin, to denote 
who he was, and to ſignify his Calling, and his Crime. 
He wore on his Head a Peruke, very artfully com- | 
poſed of four old Mops; a. Halter. about his 
Neck ſerved him for a Cravat. His Clothes were 
indeed not ſo neat and elegant, as is uſual with | 
Perſons in his Condition; which ſome cenſori- | 
' ous People imputed to Affectation; for he was 
covered with a large Rugg of ſeveral Colours, 
in Patch-Work ; he was born upon the Shoul- 
91 | l 
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ders of an able-bodied Porter, in his March by St, 
Stephen's-Green, he often bowed on both Sides, to 
ſhew his Reſpects to the Company; his Deportmeng 
was grave, and his Countenance, though ſomewhat 
penſive, was very compoled, 0 © © 

BzxinD him followed his Father alone, in a 
long mourning Cloak, with his Hat over his Noſe, 
and a Handkerchief in his Left-Hand to wipe the 
Tears from his Face. | f 

NexT in Order marched the Executioner, him- 
elf in Perſon ;, whoſe venerable Aſpect drew the 
Eyes of the whole Aſſembly upon him; but he 
was fyrther diſtingyiſhed by a Halter which he bore 
on his Left-Shoulder, as the Badge of his Office. 

TN followed two Perſons Hand in Hand; 
the one repreſenting William Wood's * Brother-in- 
law; the other a certain Sadler, his intimate Friend, 
whoſe Name I forgot, each had a ſmall Kettle in 
his Hands, wherein was a reaſonable Quantity of 
the new Half-pence, At Proper periods they ſhook 
their Kettles, which made a melancholy Sound, 
like the ringing of a Knell, for their Partner and 
Confederate, | 
AFTER theſe followed ſeveral Officers, whoſe 
Aſſiſtance was neceſſary for the more decent Per- 
formance of the great Work in Hand, 

Tu Proceſſion was cloſed with an innumerable 
Crowd of People, who frequently fent out loud 
Huzza's ; which were cenſured by wiſer Heads as 
a Mark of Inhumanity, and an ungenerous Triumph 
over the Unfortunate 3 without duly conſidering the 
various Viciſſitudes of human Life. However, as it 
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becomes an impartial Hiſtorian, I will not con- 
ceal one Obſervation, that Mr. Wood himſelf ap- 
peared wholly unmoved, without the leaſt Altera. 
tion in his Chance”; ; only when he came 
within Sight of the fatal Tree, which happened 
to be of the ſame Species of Timber with his own 


' Perſon, he ſeemed to be ſomewhat penſive. 
Ar the Place of Execution, he appeared un- 


daunted, nor was ſeen to ſhed a Tear. He made 
no Reſiſtance, but ſubmitted ' himſelf, with great 
Reſignation to the. Hangman, who was, indeed, 
chought to uſe him with too much Roughneſs, nei- 
ther Killing him, nor asking him Pardon. His 
dying SPEECH was printed, and deſerves to be 
written in Letters of GOLD. Being asked whe- 


ther it were his own true genuine SPEECH, he did 


not deny it. 


Tos of the ſofter Sex who attended the Ce- | 


remony, lamented that ſo comely and well Timber- 
ed a Man, ſhould come to ſo untimely an End. He 


hung bur a ſhort Time ; for upon feeling his Breaſt, 
they 7 found i it cold and tif. | 


IT is ſtrange to think how this melancholy 


Spectacle turned the Hearts of the People to Com- 


paſſion : When, he was cut down, the Body was 


carried through the whole City to gather Contribu- 


tions for his Wake; and all ſorts of People ſhewed 
their Liberality, according as they were able. The 
Ceremony was performed in an Ale-houſe of Di- 
ſtinction, and in a Manner ſuitable to the Quality 
of the Deceaſed. While the Attendants were diſ- 
courſing about his Funeral, a worthy Member of 


the Aſſembly ſtood up and propoſed, that the 


Body ſhould be carried out next Day, and burned 
with the fame Pomp and F ormalities uſed at his 
Execution; 


\ k 
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Execution; which would prevent the Malice of his 
Enemies, and all Indignities that might be done 


to his Remains. This was agreed to; and about 


nine a Clock the following Morning, there appear- 
ed a ſecond Proceſſion. But Burning not having 
been any Part of the Sentence; Authority thought 
fit to interpoſe, and the Corpſe was reſcued by the 
Civil Power. 


We. hear the Body 5 is not yet interred. 3 which 


occaſions many Speculations. But what is more 
wonderful, it is poſitively aſſured by many who 


pretend to have been Eye-Witneſſes; that there 


doth not appear the leaſt Alteration in any one Li- 
neament or Feature of his Countenance, nor viſible 
Decay in his whole Frame, further that what had 
been made by Worms long before his Execution, 


The Solution of which Difficulty, I ſhall leave among 
NOI. 
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| Written in the Year * . 1 
. „ og 55 
A M affured, that it hath, for ſome FT 
Time, been practiſed asa MzTHoOD * 
of making Men's Court, when they ˖ 
are asked about the Rate of Lands, p 
the Abilities of Tenants, the State 
of Trade and Manufactures in this 4 
ne and how their Rents are paid; to an- f 
ſwer, that in their Neighbourhood, all Things are 
in a flouriſhing Condition, the Rent and Purchaſe f 


of Land every Day encreaſing. And if a Gentle- t 
man happen to be a little more ſincere in his Re- s 
preſentations ; 


— 
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preſentations 3 beſides being looked on as not well 
affected, he is ſure to have a Dozen Contradictors 
at his Elbow, I think it is no Manner. of Secret, 
| why theſe Queſtions are ſo 2 asked, or ſo 
obligingly anſwered. 

Bur ſince, with 8 to the Ae of this 
Kingdom, I have been uſing all Endeavours to 
ſubdue my Indignation ; to which indeed, I am 
not provoked by any perſonal Intereſt, being not 
the Owner of one Spot of Ground in the whole J. 
ſand; 1 ſhall only enumerate by Rules generally 
known, and never contradicted, what are the true 
Cauſes of any Countries flouriſhing and growing 
rich; and then examine what Effects ariſe from 
thoſe Cauſes in the Kingdom of Ireland. 

Tu firſt Cauſe of a Kingdom's thriving, is the 
Fruitfulneſs of the Soil, to produce the Neceflaries 
and Conveniencies of Life; not only ſufficient for 
the Inhabitants, but for Exportation into other 
Countries. 

Taz ſecond, is, the Induſtry of the People, in 
working up all their native Commodities, to the laſt 
Degree of Manufacture. 

Tux third, is, the Conveniency of ſafe Ports and 
Havens, to carry up their own Goods, as much 
manufactured, and bring in thoſe of others, as lit- 
tle manufactured, as the Nature of Mutual Com- 
merce will allow. | 

Tn E fourth, is, that the Natives ſhould, as ah 
as poſſible, export and import their Goods in Veſ- 
ſels of their own Timber, made in their own Country. 

The fifth, is, the Privilege of a free Trade in all 
foreign Countries, which will permut them; except 
| to thoſe who are in War with their own Prince or 


State. | 
R 3 - on 


Impoveriſſiments. 
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Tux ſixth, is, by being governed only by Laws 


made with their own Conſent ; for otherwiſe they 


are not a free People. And therefore all Appeals 
for Juſtice or Applications for Favour or Prefer. 
ment, to another Country, are ſo many grievous 


THrz ſeventh, is, by Improvement of Land, En. 


couragement of Agriculture, and thereby encreaſing 
the Number of their People; without which, any 

Country, however bleſſed by Nature, muſt conti. 
nue poor. . 


Tu E eighth, is, the Reſidence of the Prince, or 


chief Adminiſtrator of the Civil Power. 


Tx ninth, is, the Concourſe of Foreigners for 
Education, Curioſity, or Pleaſure; or as to a gene- 


ral Mart of Trade. | 
Tas tenth, is, by diſpoſing all Offices of Ho- 


nour, Profit or Truſt, only to the Natives, or at 


leaſt with very few Exceptions; where Strangers 


have long inhabited the Country, and are ſuppoſed 


to underſtand and regard the Intereſt of it as their 


own. 


_ _ Tae eleventh, is, when the Rents of Lands, and 


Profits of Employments, are ſpent in the Country 
which produced them, and not in another ; the for- 


mer of which will certainly happen, where the Love 


of our native Country'prevails. 
Tus twelfth, is, by the publick Revenues being 


all ſpent and employed at Home; except on the 


Occaſions of a foreign War. 


„ 


Tux thirteenth, is, where the People are not o- 


bliged, unleſs they find it for their own Intereſt, or 
Conveniency, to receive any Monies, except of 
their own Coinage by a publick Mint, after the 
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Taz fourteenth, is, a Diſpoſition of the People 
of a Country, to wear their own Manufactures, and 
import as few Incitements to Luxury, either in 
Clothes, Furniture, Food, or Drink, as they poſſi- 
bly can live conveniently, without. 

THERE are many other Cauſes of a Nation's 
thriving, which 1 cannot at preſent recolle& ; but 
without Advantage from at leaſt ſome of theſe : 
After turning my Thoughts a long Time, I am 
not able to diſcover from whence our Wealth pro- 


ceeds, and therefore would gladly be better inform- 
ed. In the mean Tune, I will here examine. what 


ſhare falls to Ireland of theſe Cauſes, or of. the 
Effects and Conſequences. 

IT is not my Intention to complain, but barely 
to relate Facts; and the Matter is not of ſmall 
Importance. For, it is allowed, that a Man who 
lives in a ſolitary Houſe, far from Help, is not 
wiſe in endeavouring to acquire, in the Neighbour- 
hood, the Reputation of being rich; becauſe thoſe 
who come for Gold, will go off with Peyter and 
Braſs, rather than return empty: And, in the com- 
mon Practice of the World, thoſe who poſſeſs moſt 
Wealth, make the leaſt Parade; which they leave 
to others, who have nothing elſe to bear them out. 
in ſne wing their Faces on the Exchange. 

As to the firſt Cauſe of a Nation's Riches, be- 


ing the Fertility of the Soil, as well as Temperature 


of Climate, we have no Reaſon to complain; 
for, although the Quantity of unprofitable Land in 
this Kingdom, reckoning Bogg and Rock, and 
barren Mountain, be double in Proportion to what 
it is in England ; yet, the native Productions which 
both Kingdoms deal in, are very near on Equality 
in Point of Goodneſs ; and might with the ſame 
| R 4 Encou- 
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Encouragement, be as well manufactured. I ex- 
cept Mines and Minerals; in ſome of which, how- 
ever, we are only defective in Point of Skill and 
Induftry, 

In the ſecond, which is the Induſtry of the Peo- 
ple; our Misfortune is not altogether owing to out 

own Fault, but to a Million of Diſcouragements. 
Tux Conveniency of Ports and Havens, which 
Nature hath beſtowed ſo liberally on this King- 
dom, is of no more Uſe to us, than a beautiful Proſ- 
adMan ſhut up in a Dungeon. | 
Shipping of its own, Ireland is ſo utterly 
unprovided, that of all the excellent Timber cut 
_ down within theſe fifty or ſixty Years, it can hard- 
ly be faid, that the Nation hath received the Bene» 
fit of one valuable Honſe to dwell in, or one Ship to 
IRELAND is the only Kingdom I ever heard or 
read of, either in antient or modern Story, which 
was denied the Liberty of exporting their native 
Commodities and Manufactures, wherever they 
pleaſed; except to Countries at War with their 
own Prince or State: Yet, this Privilege by the 
Superiority of meer Power, is refuſed us, in the moſt 
momentous Parts of Commerce; beſides an Act of 
Navigation, to which we never conſented, pinned 
down upon ys, and rigorouſly executed; and a 
thouſand other unexampled Circumſtances, as griev- 
ous as they afe invidious to mention, To go unto 

—— : „ 8 
II is too well known, that we are forced to o- 
bey ſome Laws we never conſented to; which is a 
Condition I muſt not call by its true uncontrovert- 
ed Name, for fear of Lord Chief Juſtice der =o 
Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt, with his . Libertas & Natale Solum, writ- 
ten as a Motto on his Coach, as it ſtood at the 
Door of the Court, while he was perjuring himſelf 
to betray both. Thus, we are in the Condition of 
Patients, who have Phyſick ſent them by Doctors 
at a Diftance, Strangers to their Conſtitution, and 
the Nature of their Diſeaſe: And thus we are 
forced to pay five Hundred per Cent. to decide our 
Properties; in all which, we have likewiſe the 
| Honour to be diſtinguiſhed from the whole Race of 
Mankind. 

As to Improvement of Land, het few who at- 
tempt that, or Planting, through Covetouſneſs, or 
want of Skill, generally leave Things worſe than 
they were; neither fucceeding in Trees nor Hedges; 

and by running into the Fancy of Grazing, after the 
Manner of the Scythians, are —_— Day depopula- 
ting the Country, 

Wr are ſo far from rin a King to reſide a- 
mong us, that even the Viceroy is generally abſent 
four Fifths of his Time in the Government. 

No Strangers from other Countries, make this a 
Part of their Travels; where they can expect to 
ſee nothing, but Scenes of Miſery and Deſolation. 

Tuosk who have the Misfortune to be born here, 
have the leaſt Title to any conſiderable Employ- 
ment; to which they are ſeldom preferred, but 
upon a political Conſideration. 

Ox E third Part of the Rents of Ireland is ſpent 
in England; which, with the Profit of Employ- 
ments, Penſions, Appeals, Journies of Pleaſure or 
Health, — at | the Inns of Court, and both 


Univer- 
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Univerſities, Remittances at Pleaſure, the Pay of all 
Superior Officers in the Army; and other Inci- 
dents, will amount to a full Half of the Income of 
the whole Kingdom, all clear Profit to England. 
Wx are denied the Liberty of coining Gold, Sil- 
ver, or even Copper. In the Iſle of Man, they 


coin their own Silver; every petty Prince, Vaſſal 


to the Emperor, can coin what Money he pleaſeth. 
And in this, as in moſt of the Articles already men- 
tioned, we are an Exception to all the other States 
or Monarchies that were ever known in the World. 
As to the laſt or fourteenth Article, we take ſpe- 
cial Care to act 'diametricaily contrary to it in the 
whole Courſe of our Lives. Both Sexes, but eſpeci- 


ally the Women, deſpiſe and abhor to wear any 


of their own. Manufactures, even thoſe which are 
better made than in other Countries; particularly a 
Sort of Silk Plad, through which the Workmen 
are forced to run a Sort of Gold Thread, that it 
may paſs for Indian. Even Ale and Potatoes are 


imported frem England as well as Corn: And our 


foreign Trade is little more than Importation of 
French Wine; for which I am told we pay ready 
Money. r 
. Now, if all this be true, upon which I could 


eaſily enlarge; I would be glad to know by. what 


ſecret Method it is, that we grow a rich and flou- 
riſhing People without Liberty, Trade, Manufaftures, 
Inbabitants, Money, or the Privilege of Coining; with- 


out Induſtry, Labour, or Improvement of Lands, and 


with more than half the Rent and Profits of the 
whole Mingdom, annually exported z for which we 
receive not a ſingle Farthing: And, to make up 
all this, nothing worth mentioning, except the Lin- 


nen of the North, a Trade caſual, corrupted, and 
ew at 
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at Mercy ; 3 and ſome Butter from Cork. If we do 

flouriſh, it muſt be againſt every Law of Nature 

and Reaſon ; like the Thorn at Glaſſenbury, that 
bloſſoms 1 in the midſt of Winter. 

LET the worthy Commiſſioners who come from 
England, ride round the Kingdom, and obſerve the 
Face of Nature, or the Faces of the Natives; the 

Improvement of the Land ; the thriving numerous 


Plantations 3; the noble W ; the Abundance 


and Vicinity of Country Seats; the commodious 
Farmers Houſes and Barns ; the Towns and Vil- 
lages, where every Body is buſy and thriving with 
all Kind of Manufactures ; the Shops full of Goods, 
wrought to Perfection, ** filled with Cuſtomers; 
the comfortable Diet and Dreſs, and Dwellings of 
the People ; and the vaſt. Numbers of Ships in — 
Harbours and Docks, and Ship-wrights in our Sea- 
port Towns ; and the Roads crouded with Carriers 
laden with rich Manufactures, the perpetual Con- 
courſe to and fro of pompous Equipages. 

W1TH what Envy and Admiration would thoſe 
Gentlemen return from ſo delightful a Progreſs ? 
What glorious Reports would they wake When they 
went back to England? 

Bur, my Heart is too heavy to continue this 
Irony longer, for it is manifeſt, that whatever Stran- 
ger took ſuch a Journey, would be apt to think 
himſelf travelling in Lapland or Nand, rather than 
in a Country ſo favoured by Nature as ours, Both 
in Fruitfulneſs of Soil, and Temperature of Cli- 
mate. The miſerable Dreſs and Diet, and Dwel- 
ling of the People, The oral Deſolation in moſt 


Parts of the Kingdom. The old Scats of the No- 


bility and Gentry all in Ruins, and no new ones in 


their Stead. The Families of Farmers who pay 


great 


8 * 3 
— nn. - IHR. eo Ly 4 
rer en 


4 pada L — 
, . . 
Dr . . ag 0A 


0 
i 

* 

I 
* 

. 
0 
: 
4 
4 
1 
55 
o 
9 
9 .. 

4 ; N 
1 
4 
11 
ij n 

+3 zi 
1% 

; 1 
8 jd 
| g 
+89 
1 N 


248 AfeortVIEW of the 


great Rents living in Filth and Naſtineſs upon But- 
ter-milk and Potatoes, without a Shoe or Stocking 
to their Feet; or a Houſe ſo convenient as an 
Engliſh Hog-ſty, to receive them. Theſe, indeed, 
may be comfortable Sights to an Engliſh Spectator; 
who comes for a ſhort Time, only 10 learn the Lan- 
guage, and returns back to his own Country, whi- 
ther he finds all our Wealth tranſmitted. 


Noſtra Miſerid magud es. 


Traxx is not one Argument uſed to prove the 
Riches of Ireland, which is not a logical Demon- 
ſtration of its Poverty. The Riſe of our Rents, 
is ſqueezed out of the very Blood, and Vitals, and 
Cloaths, and Dwellings of the Tenants ; who live 


worſe than Exgliſb Beggars. The Lowneſs of In- 


tereſt in all other Countries, a Sign of Wealth, is 
in us a Proof of Miſery z there being no Trade to 
employ any Borrower, Hence alone comes the 
Dearneſs of Land, fince the Slaves have no other 
Way to lay out their Money. Hence the Dearneſs 
of Neceſſaries for Life; becaufe che Tenants can- 


not afford to pay ſuch extravagant Rates for Land, 


(which they muſt take, or go a-begging) without 
raiſing the Price of Cattle, and of Corn, although 


themſelves ſhould live upon Chaff. Hence our En- 


creaſe of Buildings in this City ; becauſe Workmen 
have nothing to do, but employ one another; and 
one Half of them are infallibly undone. Hence 
the daily Encreaſe of Bankers; who may be a ne- 


ceſſary Evil in a trading Country; but ſo ruinous 
in ours; who for their private Advantage, have 


ſent away all our Silver, and one third of our 
Gold ; ſo, chat within three Tears paſt, the * 


STaTEof IRELAND. 249 


Caſh of the Nation, which was about five Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds, is now leſs than two; and 
muſt daily dimintſh, unleſs we have. Liberty to 
coin, as well as that important Kingdom the Iſle 


of Man; and the meaneſt Prince in the German 


Empire, as I before obſerved. _ 

1 nave ſometimes thought, that this Paradox 
of the Kingdom growing rich, 1s chiefly owing to 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen the BANKERS; who, 
except ſome Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, Birds of Paſ- 
ſage, oppreflive thrifty *Squires, and a few others 
who ſhall be nameleſs, are the only thriving Peo- 


ple among us: And, I have often wiſhed, that a 


Law were enacted to hang up half a Dozen Bank- 
ers every Year ; and thereby interpole at leaſt ſome 
ſhort Delay, to the further Ruin of Ireland. 

Ye are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Pharaoh to 
the Jraelites, when they complained to his Ma- 
jeſty, that they were forced to make Bricks with- 
out Straw. | 

ENGLAND enjoys every one of thoſe Advanta- 
ges for enriching a Nation, which I have above e- 
numerated ; and, into the Bargain, a good Million 
returned to them every Year, without Labour or 
Hazard or one Farthing Value received on our 
Side. But, how long we ſhall be able to continue 
the Payment, I am not under the leaſt Concern. 
One thing I know, that when the Hen is ſtarved to 
Death, there will be no more Golden Eggs. 

I THINK it a little unhoſpitable, and others may 
call it a ſubtle Piece of Malice; that, becauſe there 
may be a Dozen Families in this Town able to en- 
tertain their Engliſh Friends in a generous Manner 
at their Tables; their Gueſts, upon their Return 
to England, ſhall report, that we wallow in Riches 
and Luxury, 

YET, 
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Yer, I confeſs, I have known an Hoſpital, 
where all the Houſhold Officers grew rich ; while 
the Poor, for whoſe ſake it was built, were almoſt 
ſtarving for want of Food and Rai ment. 8 

To conclude. If Ireland be a rich and flouriſh- 
ing Kingdom; its Wealth and Proſperity muſt be 
owing to certain Cauſes, that are yet concealed from 
the whole Race of Mankind; and the Effects are 
equally inviſible. We need not wonder at Stra n- 
gers, when they deliver ſuch Paradoxes ; but a 
Native and Inhabitant of this Kingdom, who gives 
the ſame Verdict, muſt be either ignorant to Stupi- 


dity; or a Man-Pleaſer, at the Expence of all Ho- 


nour, Conſcience, and Truth. | 


AN 
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A Memorial of the Poor Inhabitants, Tradeſ- 
men, and Labourers of the un of Ireland. 
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wherever you are, printed without 
any Name of Author or Printer; and 
ſent, I ſuppoſe, to me among others. 
| without; any particular Diſtinction. It 
. A len of the Dearneſs of Corn; and 
ſome Schemes of making i it derer, which I cannot 
*pprove of. 


By 1. 


32 FFD 


. 9 of 
po 
SS »- 


„ As SF 


—— — 


N 
N 
Fi: 
1. 
17 
= 
* 


- ” 2 1 
# — K 2 Ia * F6ch r — — n - — — — 
y : * gz"; 4 2 ; = ws : n 8 — 
3 2 ogy: as a Meh ors nn + — 4 —— CY 5 8 * = 
* — = 2», "gp 7 2 0 . —- — 4 :. wi 8 - _ 2 * 2 ye — 
—. . ̃ĩ - R 
L 9 8 ROSS LEE Ln "i. — 4 2 = 


— — - 

2 1 1 

— * 
2 FACS 


— -* = — 
x; 4 ST 


| 
| 
| 
4 
; 


252 Ai ANSWER# 


Bur, pray permit me, before I go further, to 
give you a ſhort Hiſtory of the Steps by which 
we arrived at this hopeful Situation. 

IT was indeed the ſhameful Practice of too ma- 


ny Triſþ Farmers, to wear out their Ground with 


plowing ; while, either through Poverty, Lazineſs, 


or Ignorance, they neither took Care to manure it 
as they ought ; nor gave Time to any Part of the 
Land to recover itſelf: And, when their Leaſes 
were near expiring, being aſſured, that their Land- 


lords would not renew, they plowed even the Mea- 
dows, and made ſuch Havock, that many Land- 
lords were conſiderable Sufferers by it. | 
: Tris gave Birth to that abominable Race of 
Graziers, who, upon Expiration of the Farmers 


| Leaſes, were ready to engroſs great Quantities of 


Land ; and the Gentlemen having been before 
often ill paid, and their Land worn out of Heart, 
were too eaſily tempted, when a rich Grazier made 
him an Offer to take all his Land, and gave him 
Security for Payment. Thus, a vaſt Tra& of 
Land, where twenty or thirty Farmers lived toge- 
ther, with their Cottagers and Labourers in their ſe- 
veral Cabbins, became all deſolate, and _ ma» 
naged by one or two Herdſmen, and their Boys; | 
whereby the Maſter Grazier with little Frouble, 
ſeized to himſelf the | Livelihood of an hundred 
People. | . 3 

Ir muſt be confeſſed, that the Farmers were juſt- 
ly puniſhed for their Knavery, Brutality and Folly, 
But neither are the *Squires and Landlords to be ex- 
cuſed ; for to them is owing the depopulating of 
the Country, the vait Numbers of Beggars, and 
the Ruins of thoſe few ſorry Improvements we 
—_ - e LTD 
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TrarT Farmers ſhould be limited in Plough- 
ing, is very reaſonable, and practiſed in England ; 
and might have eaſily been done here, by penal 
Clauſes in their Leaſes : But, to deprive them, 
in a manner, - altogether from tilling their Lands, 
was 2 molt ſtupid Want of thinking. | 
Hap the Farmers been e . to plough a 
certain Quantity of Land, with a Penalty of 
ten Pounds an Acre, for whatever they exceed- 


ed; and farther limited for the three or four 


laſt Years of their Leaſes; all this Evil had been 
prevented; the Nation would have ſaved a Mil- 


lien of Money ; and been more populous by above 
Two Hundred Thouſand Souls. 


For a People denied the Benefit of Trade, to 


manage their Lands in ſuch a manner, as to. 


produce nothing but what they are forbidden 


to trade with ; or, only ſuch T hings as they can 


neither export, nor manufacture, to Advantage; 
is an Abſurdity, that a wild Indian would be a- 


| ſham'd of; eſpecially when we add, that we 


are content to purchaſe this hopeful Commerce, 
by ſending to foreign Markets for our daily 
SEC: en A a, 2 | 

Taz Grazier's Employment is to feed great 
Flocks of Sheep, or Black Cattle, or both. With 
Regard to Sheep ; as Folly 1s uſually accompa- 
nied with Perverſeneſs, ſo is it here, There is 
ſomething ſo monſtrous to deal in a Commodi- 
ty, (further than for our own Uſe) which we 
are not allowed to export manufactured, nor 
even un- manufactured, but to one ceriain Coun- 


ry; there is, I ſay, ſomething ſo ſottiſh, that 


it wants a Name, in our Language, to expreſs 
it by: And, the Good of it is, that the more 
Sheep we have, the fewer human Creatures are 
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left to wear the Wool, or eat the Fleſh. Ajax 


was mad when he miſtook a Flock of Sheep for 
his Enemies : But we ſhall never be ſober, until 
we have the ſame way of thinking. 
Tux other Part of the Grazier's Buſineſs is, 
what we call Black-Cattle ; producing Hides, 
Tallow, and Beef for Exportation. All which, 
are good and uſeful Commodities, if rightly ma- 
naged. But, it ſeems, the greateſt Part of the 
Hides are ſent out raw, for want of Bark to tan 
them; and that Want will daily grow ſtronger : 
For, I doubt, the new Project of Tanning with- 
out it, is at an End, Our Beef, I am afraid, 
ſtill continues ſcandalous in foreign Markets, 
for the old Reaſons. But, our Tallow, for any 
thing I know, may be good. However, to be- 
ſtow the whole Kingdom on Beef and Mutton, 
and thereby drive out half the People who 
ſhould eat their Share, and force' the reſt to ſend 
ſometimes as far as Egypt, for Bread to eat with 
it; is a moſt peculiar and diſtinguiſhed Piece of 
publick Oeconomy; of which I have no Com- 
o 
I Know very well, that our Anceſtors, the 
Scythians, and their Poſterity, our Kinſmen the 
Tartars, lived upon the Blood and Milk, and 
raw Fleſh of their Cattle; without one Grain 
of Corn; but I confeſs my ſelf ſo degenerate, 
that I am not eaſy without Bread to my Vic- 
tuals. 8 80 | 
WHAT amazed me for a Week or two, was 
to ſee, in this prodigious Plenty of Cattle, and 
Dearth of human Creatures, and want of Bread, 
as well as Money to buy it; that all Kind of 
Fleſb-Meat ſhould be monſtrouſly dear, beyond 
what was ever known in this Kingdom. I 
thought it a Defect in the Laws; that there 
was 


| 
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was not ſome Regulation in the Price of Feb, 
as well as Bread: But I imagine my ſelf to have 
gueſſed out the Reaſon. In ſhorr, I am apt to 
think, that the whole Kingdom is overſtocked 
with Cattle, both Black and White: And, as it 
is obſerved, that the poor 1r;/þ have a Vanity, 
to be rather Owners of two lean Cows, than 
one fat, although with double the Charge of 


grazing, and but half the Quantity of Milk ; 


ſo I conceive it much more difficult, at preſent, 
to find a fat Bullock, or Weather, than it would 
be, if half of both were fairly knocked on the 
Head: For, I am aſſured, that the Diſtrict in 


the ſeveral Markets, called Carrion- Row, is as 


reafonab'e as the Poor can defire ; only the Cir- 
cumſtance of Money to purchaſe it; and of Trade, 
or Labour, to purchaſe that Mn; are, indeed, 
wholly wanting. 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, 
and your Memorial. 
A nunpRED Thouſand Barrels of beat, you 
ſay, ſhould be imported hither ; and ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds, Premium, to the Importers. Have 
you looked into the Purſe of the Nation? 1 
am no Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; but, am 
well aſſured, that the whole running 
would not ſupply you with a Sum to purchaſe 
ſo much Corn; which, only at twenty Shil- 
lings a Barrel, will be a Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds; and Ten Thouſand more for the Pre- 


mivms. But you will traffick for your Corn 
with other Goods: And where are thoſe Goods ? 


If you had them, they are all engaged to pay 


the Rems of Abſentees, and other Occaſions in 


Londen ; beſides a huge Balance of Trade this 


Year againſt us. Will Foreigners take our 
Bankers Paper? 1 ſuppoſe they will value it 
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at little more than ſo much a Quire. Where 
are theſe rich Farmers and Ingroſſers of Corn, in ſo 


bad a Year, and ſo little Sowing. | 
You are in Pain of two Shillings Premium, 


and forget the twenty. Shillings for the Price; 


find me out the latter, and I will engage for 


the former. 


Your Scheme for a Tax FR raiſing ſuch. a 
Sum, is all viſionary; and owing to a great 
want of Knowledge in the merable State of this 
Nation. Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Spices, Wine, and 
foreign Cloths, are the Particulars you mention, 

upon which this Tax ſhould be raifed. -I will 
allow the two firſt; becauſe they are unwhole- 
fome: And the laſt, becauſe I ſhould be glad 
if they were all burned ; but I beg you will 


leave us our Wine, to make us a while forget 


our Miſery ; or give your Tenants Leave to 
plough for Barley. But I will tell you a Secret, 
which I learned many Years ago from the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms in London: They aid, 


when any Commodity appeared to be taxed above 
a moderate Rate, the Conſequence was to leſſen 


that Branch of the Revenue by one Half; and 
one of thoſe Gentlemen pleaſantly told me, 


that the Miſtake of Parliaments, on ſuch O. 


caſions, was owing to an Error of computing 
Two and Two to make Four; whereas, in the 


"Buſineſs of laying heavy Impoſitions, Two and 


Two never made more than One; which hap- 


pens by leſſening the Import, and: the ftrong 


Temptation of running ſuch Goods as paid high 
Duties. And leaſt in this Kingdom, although 


the Women are as vain and as extravagant as 
their Lovers, or their Husbands can deſerve ; 


and the Men are fond enough of Wine; yet 


the N umber of both, e can afford ſuch Ex- 


pences, 
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pences, is ſo ſmall, that the major Fart muſt 
refuſe. gratifying themſelves ; and the Duties 
will rather be leſſened than increaſed. But, al- 
lowing no Force' in this Argument; yet ſo Pr 
ternatural a Sum, as one Hundred ard Ten 
Thouſand Pounds, raiſed all on a ſudden, (for 
there is no dallying with Hunger) is juſt in 
Proportion with - raiſing a Million and a alf in 
England; which, as Things now ſtand, would 
probably bring that * Kingdom under 
ſome Difficulties. 

Joo are concerned, how ſtrange and ſur- 
prizing it would be in foreign Parts, to hear 
that the Poor were ſtarving in a Rich Country, 
Sc. Are you in earneſt? Is Ireland the rich 
Country you mean? Or are you inſulting our 
Poveriy? Were you ever out of Ireland? Or 
were you ever in it till of late? You may pro- 
bably have a good Employment, and are ſaving 
all you can, to purchaſe a good Eſtate in Eng- 
land. But by talking ſo familiarly of one Hun- 
dred and Ten Thouſand Pounds, by a Tax up- 
on a few Commodities; it is plain, you are either 
naturally or affectedly ignorant of our preſent 
Condition; or elſe you would know and allow, 
that ſuch a Sum is not to be raiſed here, with- 
out a general Exciſe; ſince, in Proportion to our 
Wealth, we pay already in Taxes more than 
Eng land ever did, in the Heighth of the War. 
And when you have brought over your Corn, 
Who will be the Buyers? Moſt certainly, not the 
Poor, who will not be able to purchaſe the twen- 
tieth Part of it. 

rx, upon the whole, your Paper is a very 
;erude Piece, liable to more Objections than there 
are Lines ; but, I think, your 3 is good, 
and fo far you are pardonable. | 
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Ir you will propoſe a general Contribution, 
in ſupporting the Poor in Potatoes and Butter- 
milk, till the new Corn comes in, perhaps you 
may ſucczed better; becauſe the Thing, at leaſt, 
is poſſihle; and, 1 think, if our Brethren in 
England would contribute, upon this Emergen- 
cy, out of the Million they gain from us every 
Year, they would do a Piece of Juſtice as well 
as Charity. In the mean Time, go and preach 


to your own Tenants, to fall to the Plough as 


faſt as they can; and prevail with your neigh- 
bouring *Squires to do the ſame with theirs ; 
or elſe die with the Guilt of having driven a- 
way half the Inhabitants, and ſtarving the reſt. 
For, as to your Scheme of raiſing one Hundred 
and Ten Thouſand Pounds, it is as vain as that of 
Rabelais; which was io ſqueeze out Wind from 
the Poſteriors of a dead Aſs. „ 
Bur, why all this Concern for the Poor? 
We want them not, as the Country is now ma- 


naged? They may follow Thoufands of their 


Leaders, and ſeek their Bread abroad. Where 
the Plough hath no Work, one Family can do 
the Buſineſs of Fifty, and you may ſend away 
the other Forty- nine. An admirable Piece of 


- Husbandry, never known or practiſed by the 
wiſeſt Nations; who erroneouſly- thought People 


to be the Riches of a Count x. 
Ir ſo wretched a State of Things would al- 


low it, methinks I could have a malicious Plea- 
ſure, aſter all the Warning 1 have in vain given 


the Publick, at my own Peril, for ſeveral Years 
paſt; to ſee the Conſequences and Events an- 


ſwering in every Particular. I pretend to no 
Sagacity: What I writ was little more. than 


what I had diſcourſed to ſeveral Perſons, who 
were generally of my Opinion-; and, it 4 
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obvious to every common Underſtanding, that 
ſuch Effects muſt needs follow from ſuch Cau- 
ſes. A fair Iſſue of Things, begun upon Party 
Rage, while ſome ſacrificed the Publick to Fu- 
ry, and others to Ambition! While a Spirit of 
Faction and Oppreſſion reigned in every Part 
of the Country; where Gentlemen, inſtead of 
conſulting the Eaſe of their Tenants, or culti- 
vating their Lands, were worry ing one another, 
upon Points of J/hig and Tory, of High-Church 
and Low-Church; which no more concerned 
them, than the long and famous Controverſy of 
Strops for Razors : Whilſt Agriculture was whol- 


ly diſcouraged, and conſequently half the Far- 


mers, and Labourers, and poor Tradeſmen, for- 
ced to Beggary or Baniſnment: Wiſdom crieib 
in the Streets; becauſe 1 have called on ye; I have 
ſtretched out my Hand, and no Man regarded it. 
But ye bave ſet at nought all my Counſels, and would 
none of my Reproof. I alſo will laugh at your Ca- 
lamity, and mock when your Fear cometh, 
I nave now done with your Memorial, and 
freely excuſe your Miſtakes, ſince you appear 
to write as a Stranger, and as of a Country 
which is left at Liberty to enjoy the Benefits 
of Nature; and to make the beſt of thoſe Ad- 
vantages which God hath given it in Soil, Cli- 
mate, and Situation. | 
Bur having lately ſent out a Paper, entitled, 
Abort View of the State of Ireland; and hearing 
of an Obhjection, that ſome People think I have 
treated the Memory of the late Lord Chief Juſtice 
_ Wbitſhed,” with an Appearance of Severity. Since 
I may not probably have another Opportunity of 
_ explaining my ſelf in that Particular, I chuſe to 
do it here: Laying it therefore down for a Poſtu- 
latum; which I ſuppoſe, will be univerſally gran- 
| 84 ted; 
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ted; That no little Creature, of ſo mean a Birth and 
Genius, had ever the Honour to be a greater Ene- 
my to his Country, and to all kinds of Virtue, than 
HE. I anſwer thus; whether there be two diffe- 
rent Goddeſſes called Fame, as ſome Authors con- 
tend, or only one Goddeſs, ſounding two diffe- 
rent Trumpets: it is certain, that People diſtin- 
guiſhed for their Villainy, have as good à Title for 
a Blaſt from the proper Trumpet, as thoſe who are 
moſt renowned for their Virtues, have from the 
other 3 and have equal Reaſon to complain, if it 
be refuſed them. And accordingly, the Names 
of the moſt celebrated Profligates, have been faith- 
fully tranſmitted down to Poſterity. And, al- 
though the Perſon here underſtood, acted his Part 
in an obſcure Corner of the World; yet his Ta- 
lents might have ſhone with Luſtre enough! in the 
. nobleſt Scene. 
As to my naming a rerſon dead, the plain ho- 
neſt Reaſon is the beſt. He was armed with Pow- 
er, Guilt, and Will to do Miſchief, even where 
he was not provoked ; as appeared by his proſe- 
cuting two Printers, one to Death, and both to 
Ruin, who had neither offended * nor the 
King, nor him, nor the Publick. ; 
War an Encouragement to Vice i is this? If 
an ill Man be alive, and in Power, we dare not at- 
tack him; and if he be weary of the World, or of 
his own Villainies, he hath nothing to do but 
die, and then his Reputation is ſafe. For, theſe 
excellent Caſuiſts know juſt Latin enough to have 
heard a moſt fooliſh Precept, that de mortuis nil niſi 
bonum; ſo that if Socrates, and Anyius his Accuſer, 
had happened to die together, the Charity of Sur- 
. vivers muſt either have obliged them to hold their 
Peace, or to fix the ſame Character on both. | The 
N Crime of charging. che — is, wa af 
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leaſt Doubt remains, whether the Accuſations 
be true; but when Men are openly abandoned, 
and loſt to all Shame, they have no Reaſon to 
think it hard, if their Memory be reproached. 
| Whoever reports, or otherwi if publiſheth any 
| Thing, which it is poſſible may be falſe, that 
Man is a Slanderer, Hic niger eſt bunc tu Romane 
caveto. Even the leaſt Miſrepreſentation, or 
Aggravation of Facts, deſerves the ſame Cenſure 
in ſome Degree: But, in this Caſe, I am quite de- 
ceived, if my Error hath not been on the Side of 
Extenuation. 

1 nave now preſent wie me, the Idea of 
ſome Perſons, (I know not in what Part of the 
World) who ſpend every Moment of their Lives, 
(and every Turn of their Thoughts while they 
are awake, and probably of their Dreams while 
they ſleep) in the moſt deteſtable Actions and 
Deſigns; who delight in Miſchief, Scandal and 
Obloguy, with the Hatred and Contempt of all 
Mankind againſt them, but chiefly of thoſe a- 
mong their own Party, and their own Family ; 
ſuch, whoſe odious Qualities rival each other for 
P Alon: : Avarice, Brutality, Faction, Pride, 
Malice, Treachery, Noiſe, Impudence, Dulneſs, 1g- 
norance, Vanity, and Revenge, contending every 
Moment for Superiority in their Breaſts. Such 
Creatures are not to be reformed ;' neither is it 
Prudence, or Safety to attempt a Reformation R 
| Yet, although their Memories will ot, there may 
be ſome Benefit for their Survivers, to | ſinell it 
| while i It is . ALY | 
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Preventing the Children of poor People in 
IRELAND, from being a Burden to their 


Parents or Country ; and for making them 
beneficial to the Publick. 


— 


— 


Written in the Year 1729. 


* 


— — 


[ is a melancholy Object to 
2 = thoſe, who walk ouch this 

| great Town, or travel in the 
Country; when they ſee the 
REP OA Streets, the Roads, and Cabin- 
Doors crowded with Beggars of 
the Female Sex, followed by three, four, or ſix 
Children, all in Rags, and importuning every Paſ- 
enger for an Alms. Theſe Mothers, inſtead of 
being able to work for their honeſt Livelihood, are 
forced to employ all their Time in ſtroling to beg 
Suſtenance for their helple/5 Infants z who, as they 
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grow up, either turn Theres for want of Work; 
or leave their dear native Country to fgbt for the 
Pretender in Spain, or ſell 1 to che 
Barbadoes. 

I THINK it agreed by all Parties, that this 
prodigious Number of Children .in the Arms, 
or on the Backs, or at the Heels of. their Mothers, 
and frequently of their Fathers, is, in the preſent 
| deplorable State of the Kingdom, a very great ad- 
ditional Grievance; and therefore, whoever could 
find out a fair, cheap, and eaſy Method of making 
theſe Children ſound and uſeful Members of the 
Commonwealth; would deſerve ſo well of the 
Publick, as to have his Statue ſet up for a Pre- 
ſerver of the Nation. | 

Bur my Intention is very far from being 
confined to provide only for the Children of 
profeſſed Beggars: It is of a much greater Ex- 
tent, and ſhall take in the whole Number of 
Infants at a ceftain Age, who are born of Pa- 
rents, in effe& as little able to ſupport them, 
as thoſe who demand our a+ in the Streets. 

As to my own Part, having turned my 
Thoughts for many Years, upon this impor- 
tant Subject; and maturely weighed the ſeve- 
ral Schemes of other Projectors, I have always 


found them groſly miſtaken in their Computa- 


tion. It is true, a Child uf dropt from its Dam, 
may be ſupported by her Milk, for a Solar 
Year, with little other Nouriſhment ; at moſt 
not above the Value of two Shillings ; which 
the Mother may certainly get, or the Value in 
Scraps, by her lawful Occupation of Beggs Ny - 
And, it is exactly at one Year old, that I pro 
poſe to provide for them in ſuch a Manner, as. 
inſtead of yu a Charge upon their Parents, 
or 
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or the Pariſh, or wanting Food and Raiment for 
the reſt of their Lives; they ſhall, on the contra- 
ry, contribute to the Feeding, and partly to the 
lng, of many Thouſands. 

Tuzax is Jtkewiſe another great Advantage 
in my Scheme, that it will prevent thoſe volun- 


tary Abortions, and that horrid Practice of Vo. 


men murdering their Baſtard Children; alas! too 
frequent among us; ſacrificing the poor innocent 
young Babes, 1 doubt, more to avoid the Ex- 
nce than the Shame; 3 which would move 
- = and Pity i 1n the moſt Savage and inhuman 
. 
Tux Number of Souls in plans being uſu- 
ally reckoned one Million and a Half; of theſe 
I calculate there may be about Two Hundred 
Thouſand Couple whoſe Wives are Breeders; 
From which Number I ſuhſtract Thirty Thou- 
ſand Couple; who are able to maintain' their 
on Children; although I apprehend there 


Cannot be ſo many, under the preſent Diſtreſſes 


of the Kingdom ; but this being granted, there 
will remain an Hundred and Seventy Thouſand 
Breeders. T again ſubſtra&t Fifty Thouſand, 
for thoſe Women who .miſcarry, or whoſe 
Children die by Accident, or Diſeaſe within 


the Year.” There only remain an Hundred and 


Twenty Thouſand Children of poor Parents, 
annually Born: The Queſtion therefore is, 
How this Number ſhall be reared and provid- 
ed for ? Which, as I have already ſaid, under 
the preſent: Situation of Affairs, is utterly im- 
gan by all the Methods hitherto propoſed : 
or we can neither employ - them in Handicraft or 
Agriculture ; we neither build Houſes, (I mean 
in the Country) nor cultivate Land: They can 
very ſeldom pick up a — by W 
nt! 
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until they arrive at fix Years. old; except where 
they are of towardly Parts ; although, I con- 
teſs, they learn the Rudiments much earlier; 
during which Time, they can however be pro- 
perly looked upon only as Probationers; as I have 
been informed by a principal Gentleman in the 
County of Cavan, who proteſted to me, that 
he never knew above one or two Inſtances un- 
der the Age of fix, even in a Part of the King- 
_ fo renowned for the quickeſt Proficiency in that 

rt 

I am aſſured by our Merehants, that a Boy 
or a Girl before twelve Years old, is no faleable 
Commodity; and even when they come to this 
Age, they will not yield above three Pounds; 
or three Pounds and Half a Crown at moſt, on 
the Exchange; which cannot turn to Account 
either to the Parents or Kingdom; the Charge of 
Nutriment and Rags, having been at leaſt four 
Times that Value. 

IsnALL now therefore humbly propoſe my 
own Thoughts; which I hope will not be liable 
to the leaſt Objection. 

I fave been aſſured by a very knowing 4. 
merican of my Acquaintance in London, that a 
young healthy Child, well nurſed, is, at a Tear 
old, a moſt delicious, nouriſhing and wholſome 
F od; whether Stewed, Roaſted, Baked, or Boil- 
ed; and I make no doubt, that it will equally 
ſerve in a Frigaſie or Ragouſt. 

I po therefore humbly offer it to publick 
Conſideration, that of the Hundred and Twenty 
Thotifand Children, already computed, Twenty 
Thouſand may be referved for Breed; where 
of only one Fourth Part to be Males ; which is 
more than we allow to Sheep, Black-Cattle, or 
Swine; and my Reaſon, is, that theſe Children 
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are ſeldom the Fruits of Marriage, a Circum- 


ſtance not much regarded by our Savages ; therefore 


one Male will be ſufficient to ſerve four Females : 
That, the remaining Hundred Thouſand, may, 
at a Year old, be offered in Sale to the Perſons 
of Quality and Fortune, through the Kingdom; 
always adviſing the Mother to let them ſuck 
plentifully in the laſt Month ſo. as to render 
them plump, and fat for a good Table. A Child 
will make two Diſhes at an Entertainment for 
Friends; and when the Family dines alone, the 
fore or hind Quarter will make a reaſonable 
Diſh ; and ſeaſoned with a little Pepper or Salt, 
will be very good boiled on the fourth Day, 
eſpecially in inter. 

I Have reckoned upon a Medium, that a 
Child juſt born will weigh Twelve Pounds; 
and in a ſolar Year, if tolerably nurſed, enc.eaſeth 
to twenty eight Pounds, 

I Granr, this Food will be ſomewhat dear, 
and therefore very proper for Landlords; who, as 
they have already devoured moſt of the Parents, 
ſeem to have the beſt Title to the Children. 

. InranTs Fleſh will be in Seafon throughout 
the Year; but more plentiful in March, and a 
little before and after: For we are told by a 
grave Author, an eminent French Phyſician, 
that Fiſb being a proliſick Diet, there are more 
Children born in Roman Catbolick Countries about 
Nine Months after Lent, than at any other Sea- 


ſon: Therefore reckoning a Year after Lent, 


the Markets will be more glutted than uſual ; 
becauſe the Number of Popiſh Infants, is at leaſt, 
thre2 to one in this Kingdom; and therefore 
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will have one other Collateral Advantage, by 
leſſening the Number of Papiſts among us. 

I Hane already computed the Charge of nur- 


| fing a Beggar's Child (in which Lift 1 reckon 


all Cottagers, Labourers, and four Fifths of the 
Farmers) to be about two Shillings per Annum, 
Rags included ; and I believe, no Gentleman 
would repine to give Ten Shillings for the Car- 
caſe of a good fat Child, which, as T have faid, 
will make four Diſhes 'of excellent nutritive 
Meat, when he hath only ſome particular Friend, 
or his own Family, to dine with him. Thus, the 
Squire will learn to be a good Landlord, and 
grow popular among his Tenants ; the 'Mother 
will have eight Shillings neat Profit, and be fit 
for Work until ſhe produceth another Child, 

Tnos E who are more thrifty (as J muſt con- 
feſs the Time requires) may flay the Carcaſe; the 
Skin of which artificially dreſſed, will make 
admirable Gloves for Ladies, and Summer Boots 
for fine Gentlemen. | 

As to our City of Dublin; Shambles may be 
appointed for this Purpoſe, in the moſt conve- 
nient Parts of it; and Butchers we may be aſ⸗ 
fured will not be wanting ; -although I rather 
recommend buying the Children alive, and 
dreſſing them hot from the Knife, as we do 
roaſting Pigs. ET 
A very worthy Perſon, à true Lover of bis 
Country, and whole Virtues I highly eſteem, 
was lately pleaſed, in diſcourſing on this Mat- 


ter, to offer a Refineinent upon my Scheme. 


He faid, that many Gentlemen of this -King- 
dom, having of late deſtroyed their Deer; he 
conceived, that the Want of Veniſon might be 


well ſupplied by the Bodies of young Lads and 


Maidens, not exceeding Fourteen Years of Age, 
| nor 
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268 A Modeſt PROPOSAL 
nor under Twelve; ſo a great Number of both 
Sexes in every County being now ready to 
ſtarve for want of Work, and Service : And 
theſe to be diſpoſed of by their Parents, if alive, 
or otherwiſe by their neareſt Relations. But, 
with due Deference to ſo excellent a Friend, and 
ſo deſerving a Patriot, I cannot be altogether 
in his Sentiments. For, as to the Males, my 
American Acquaintance aſſured me from frequent 
Experience, that their Fleſh was generally 
tough and lean, like that of our School-boys, 
by continual Exerciſe ; and their Taſte diſagreea- 
ble; and to fatten them, would not anſwer 
the Charge. Then, as to the Females, it would, 
I think, with humble Submiſſion, be a Loſs 10 
the Publick, becauſe they ſoon would become 
Breeders themſelves : And beſides, it is not im- 
probable, ' that ſome ſcrupulous People might 
be apt to - cenſure ſuch a Practice (although in- 
deed very unjuſtly) as a little bordering upon 
Cruelty ; which, I confeſs hath always been with 
me the ſtrongeſt Objection againſt any Project, 
how well ſoever intended. | | 
Bur, in order to juſtify my Friend, he con- 
feſſed, that this Expedient was put into his 
Head, by the famous Salmanaaſor, a Native of 
the Iſland Formoſa, who came from thence 
to London, about twenty Years ago, and in 
Converſation told my Friend, that in his Coun- 
try, when any young Perſon happened to be 
to Death, the Executioner ſold the Car- 
caſe to Perſons of Quality, as a prime Dainty ; 
and that, in his Time, the Body of a plump 
Girl of Fifteen, who was crucified for 'an At- 
tempt to poiſon the Emperor, was ſold to his 
Imperial Majeſty's prime Miniſter of State, and 
other great Mandarines of the Court in Joint, 
from 
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from the Gibbet, at Four Hundred Crowns, Nei- 
ther, indeed, can I deny, that if the ſame Uſe were 
made of ſeveral plump young Girls in this Town, 
who, without one ſingle Groat to their For- 
tunes, cannot ſtir Abroad without a Chair, and 
appear at a Play-houſe, and Aſſemblies, in foreign 
Fineries, which they never will pay for ; the 
Kingdom would not be the worfe. | 

Some Perſons of a deſponding Spirit, are in 
great Concern about that vaſt Number of PN 
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| People, who are Aged, Diſeaſed or Maimed ; i 
| and I have heen deſired to employ my Thoughts, ha 
what Courſe may be taken, to eaſe the Nation i 
of ſo grievous an .Incumbrance. But, I am not 1 
/ in the leaſt Pain upon that Matter; becauſe it „ 
a is very well known, that they are every Day 1 
7 dying, and rotting, by Cold, and Famine, and Filth, it. 
L and Vermin, as faſt as can be reaſonably expect- 8 
” ed. And, as to the younger Labourers, they 9 
1 are now in almoſt as hopeful a Condition: They 1 
1 cannot get Work, and conſequently pine away 1 
5 for want of Nouriſhment. to a Degree, that if if 

at any Time they are accidentally hired to com- 1 
. mon Labour, they have not Strength to perform 6 
8 it; and thus the Country, and themſelves, are in i 
f a fair Way of being ſoon delivered from the Evils tl 
2 to come. L 
1 I Have too long digreſſed; and therefore 1 
* ſhall return to my Subject. I think the Ad- 1 
* vantages by the Propoſal which I have made, 9 
1 are obvious, and many, as well as of the higheſt 9 
3 f Importance. 1 
. 4 Fon, Firſt, as I have already obſerved, 1 
t= would greatly leſſen the Number of Papiſts, with 9 
18 whom we are yearly over-run, being the Prin- il 
w cipal Breeders of the Nation, as well as our i 


moſt dangerous Enemies; and who ſtay at 
7 | Vor. IV. * Home 
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Home on Purpoſe, with a Deſign 70 deliver the 
Kingdom to the Pretender ; hoping to take their 
Advantage by the Abſence ſo many good Pro- 
teſtants, Who have choſen rather to leave their 
Country, than ſtay at Home, and pay Tythes 
againſt their Conſcience, to an idolatrous Epiſ- 
copal Curate. 

Secondly, ThE poorer Tenants will have ſome- 
thing valuable of their own 3; which, by Law, 
may be made liable to Diſtreſs, and help to pay 
their Landlord's Rent; their Corn and Cattle be- 
ing already ſeized, and Money a Thing unknown. 

Thirdly, WurRzAs the Maintenance of an 
er Thouſand Children, from two Tears 
old, and upwards, cannot be computed at leſs 
than ten Shillings a Piece per Annum, the Na- 


| tions Stock will be thereby encreaſed Fifty 


Thouſand Pounds per Annum; beſides the Profit 
of a new Diſh, introduced to the Tables of all 
Gentlemen of Fortune in the Kingdom, who have 
any Refinement in Taſte; and the Money will 
circulate. among our ſelves, the Goods being en- 
tirely of our own Growth and Manufacture. 

Fourthly, TRE conſtant Breeders, beſides the 
Gain of Eight Shillings Sterling per Aunum, by the 
Sale of their Children, will be rid of the Charge 
of maintaining them after the firſt Year. 

Fifthly, TRISs Food would likewiſe bring 
great Cuſtom to Taverns, where the Vintners will 
certainly be ſo prudent, as to procure the beſi 
Receipts for dreſſing it to Perfection; and con- 
fequently, have their Houſes frequented by all 


the fine Gentlemen, who juſtly value themſelves 


upon their Knowledge in good Eating; and a 
skilful Cook, who underſtands how 70 oblige 
his Gueſts, will contrive to make it as expenſive 
as ay pleaſe. | 

| Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Tris would be a great Inducement 
to Marriage, which all wiſe Nations have ei- 
ther encouraged by Rewards, or enforced b 
Laws and Penalties. It would encreaſe the Care 
and Tenderneſs of Mothers towards their Chil- 
dren, when they were fure of a Settlement for 
Life, to the poor Babes, provided in ſome Sort 
by the Public, to their Annual Profit inſtead of 
Expence. We ſhould ſoon ſee an honeſt Emu- 
lation among the married Women, which 0 


them could bring the fatteſt Child to the Market. 
Men would become as fond of their Wives, du- 


ring the Time of their Pregnancy, as they are 
now of their Mares in Foal, their Cows in Calf, 
or Sch when they are ready to farrow ; nor of- 
fer to beat or kick them (as 1t 1s too n a 
Practice) for fear of a Miſcarriage. 

Many other Advantages might be enume- 
rated. For Inſtance, the Addition of ſome Thou- 


ſand Carcaſes in our Exportation of barrelled 


Beef: The Propagation of Swines Fleſh, and 


Improvement in the Art of making good Ba- 


con; ſo much wanted among us by the great 


Deſtruction of Pigs, too frequent at our Tables, 


and are no way comparable in Taſte, or Mag- 
nificence to a well-grown fat yearly Child 
which, roaſted whole, will make a conkderabile 
Figure at a Lord Mayor's Feaſt, or any other pub- 
lick Entertainment. But this, and many others, 
I omit ; being ſtudious of Brevity. 

SupposInG that one Thouſand Families in 
this City, would be conſtant Cuſtomers for In- 
fants Fleſh ; beſides others who might have it 
at merry Mectings, particularly at Weddings and 
Cbriſtenings; 1 compute, that Dublin would take 
off, annually, about Twenty Thouſand Car- 


-caſſes ; and the reſt of the Kingdom (where pro- 
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bably they will be ſold ſomewhat cheaper) the re- 
maining Eighty Thouſand. _—__ BY 
I can think of no one Objection, that will 
poſſibly be raiſed againſt this Propoſal ; unleſs 
it ſhould be urged, that the Number of People 
will be thereby much leſſened in the Kingdom. 
This I freely own; and it was indeed one prin- 
cipal Deſign in offering it to the World. I 
deſire the Reader will obferve, that I calculate 
my Remedy for this one individual Kingdom of 
Ireland, and for no other that ever was, is, or 1 
think ever can be upon Earth, Therefore, let no 
Man talk to me of other Expedients: Of taxing 
our Abſentees at five Shillings a Pound: Of uſing 
neither Cloaths, nor Houſhold Furniture; except 
what is of our own Growth and Manufacture: Of 
utterly rejecting the Materials and Inſtruments that 
promote foreign Luxury : Of curing the Expenſive- 
neſs of Pride, Vanity, Idleneſs, and Gaming in our 
Women : Of introducing a Vein of Parſimony, Pru- 
dence and Temperance : Of learning to love our 
Country; wherein we differ even from Laplanders, 
and the Inhabitants of Topinamboo : Of quitting 
our Animoſities, and Factions; nor aft any longer 
like the Jews, who were murdering one another at 
the very Moment their City was taken: Of being a 
little Cautious not to ſell our Country and Conſciences 
for nothing: Of teaching Landlords to have, at leaſt, 
one Degree of Mercy towards their Tenants, Laſtly, 
of putting a Spirit of Honeſty, Induſtry, and Skill 
into our Shop-keepers ; who, if a Reſolution could now 
be taken to buy only our native Goods, wouid imme- 
diately unite to cheat and exact upon us in the Price, 
the Meaſure, and the Goodneſs ;, nor could ever yet 
be brought to make one fair Propoſal of juſt Dealing, 
although often and earneſtly invited lo it. 


- THEREFORE 


P. 
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TRERETORE I repeat; let no Man talk to 
me of theſe and the like Expedients; till he 
hath, at leaſt, a Glimpſe of Hope, that there will 
ever be ſome hear ty and ſincere Attempt to put 
them in Practice. 
Bur, as to myſelf ; having been wearied out 
for many Years, with offering vain, idle, vi- 
ſionary Thoughts; and at length utterly deſpair- 


ing of Succels, 1 fortunately fell upon this Pro- 


poſal; which, as it is wholly new, ſo it hath 
ſomething ſolid and real, of no Expence, and 
little Trouble, full in our own Power; and 
whereby we can incur no Danger in diſobliging 
England: For, this Kind of Commodity will 
not bear Exportation ; the Fleſh being of too 


tender a Conſiſtence, to admit a long Continu- 
ance in Salt; although, perhaps, I could name 4 
Country, which would be glad to eat up our whole 


Nation without it. 

AFTER all, I am not ſo violently bent upon 
my own Opinion, as to reject any Offer propo- 
fed by wiſe Men, which ſhall be found equally 
innocent, cheap, eaſy, and effectual. But be- 
fore ſomething of that Kind ſhall be advanced, 
in Contradiction to my Scheme, and offering a 


better, I defire the Author, or Authors, will 
be pleaſed maturely to conſider two Points. 


Firſt, As Things now ſtand, how they will be 
able to find Food and Raiment, for a Hundred 


Thouſand uſeleſs Mouths and Backs? And, 


Secondly, There being a round Million of Cres 
tures in human Figure, throughout this King- 


dom ; whoſe whole Subſiſtance, put into a com- 


mon Stock, would leave them in Debt two 
Millions of Pounds Sterling; adding thoſe, who 
are Beggars by Profeſſion, to the Bulk of Far- 
mers, Cortagers, and Labourers, with their 

S2 | Wives 
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Wives and Children, who are Beggars in Ef. 
fect; I deſire thoſe Politicians, who diſlike my 
Overture, and may perhaps be ſo bold to attempt 
an Anſwer, that they will firſt ask the Parents of 
theſe Mortals, Whether they would not, at this 
Day, think it a great Happineſs to have been 0 
for Food at a Yer old, in the Manner I 
ſcribe ; and thereby have avoided ſuch a n 
Scene of Misfortunes, as they have ſince gone 
through; by the Oppreſſon of Landlords ; the Im- 
pollibiliry of paying Rent without Money or 
Trade ; the Want of common Suftenance, with 
neither Houſe nor Cloaths, to cover them from the 
Inclemencies of the Weather; and the moſt inevi- 
table Proſpect of intailing the like, or greater Mi- 
ſeries upon their Breed for ever. 

I pROFE55, in the Sincerity of my Heart, that 
1 have not the leaſt perſonal Intereſt, in endea- 
vouring to promote this neceſſary Work ; having 
no other Motive, than the publick Goed of my 
Country, by advancing our T1 rade, providing for In- 
fants, relieving the Poor, and giving ſome Pleaſure 
to the Rich. I have no Children, by which I can 
propoſe to get à ſingle Penny; the youngeſt being 
nine Years old, and my Wife Patt Child-bearing, 
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JohN, Lord CARTERET, 
FROM 1 


The CHARGE of favouring none bat 
Tories, 2 Churchmen, and Jacobi tes. 
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Written in the Tear 4 30. 
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N arder to treat this important Sub- 
©JS® jc, with the greateft Fairneſs and 
p FE Impartiality ; perhaps it may be 
44 convenient to give ſome Account 
I 5 555 of his Excellency; in whoſe Life 
and Character, there are certain 
2 which might give a very juſt Suſpi- 
cion of ſome Truth in the Accuſation he lies under. 
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HE is deſcended from two noble, ancient, and 
moſt loyal Families, the Carterets and the Gran- 
villes: Too much diſtinguiſhed, I confeſs, for 
what they acted, and what they ſuffered in de- 
fending the former Conſtitution in Church and 
State, under King Charles the Martyr ; I mean 
that very Prince, on account of whoſe Mar- 
tyrdom, 4 Form of Prayer, with Faſting, was en- 
joined by Act of Parliament, to be uſed on the 3oth 
Day of January every Year, to implore the Mercies 

of God, that the Guilt of that ſacred and innocent 
Blood, might not be viſited on us or our Poſterity; 
as we may. read at large in our Common-Prayer 
Books. Which Day hath been ſolemnly kept, 
even within the Memory of many Men now 
alive. 

His Excellency the preſent Lord, was educa- 
ted in the Univerſity of Oxford ; from whence, 
with a Singularity, ſcarce to be juſtified, he 

carried away more Greek, Latin, and Philoſophy, 
ban properly became a Perſon of his Rank; 
indeed much more of each than moſt of thoſe 
who are forced to live by their Learning, will 
be at the unneceſſary Pains to load their Heads 
With. 

= was the Rock he ſplit on, upon his 
firſt Appearance in the World, and juſt got 
clear of his Guardians. For, as ſoon as he came 
to Town, ſome Biſhops, and Clergymen, and 
other Perſqns moſt eminent for Learning and 
Parts, got him among them ; from whom, although 
he were for tunately dragged by a Lady and the 
Court, yet he could never wipe off the Stain, nor 
waſh out the Tincture of his Univerſity Acquire- 
ments and Diſpoſitions. 

To this, another Misfortune was added; that 
it Pleaſed God to endow him with great natu- 
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ral Talents, Memory, Judgment, Comprehen- 
ſion, Eloquence, and Wit: And, to finiſh the 
Work, all theſe were fortified even in his 
Youth ; with the Advantages received by ſuch 
Employments, as are beſt fitted both to exer- 
ciſe and poliſh the Gifts of Nature, and Educa- 
tion; having been an Ambaſſador at ſeveral Courts, 
when his Age would hardly allow him to take 
a Degree; and made Principal Secretary of State, 
at'a Period when, according to ' Cuſtom, he 
* ought to have been buſied in loſing his Money at 
aChocolate- houſe ; or in other Amuſements equal- 
ly laudable and epidemick among Perſons of Ho- 
nour. | 

I cannoT.omit another weak Side 1 in hls Ex- 
cellency. For it is known, and can be proved 
upon him, that Greek and Latin Books might 
be found every. Day in his Dreſſing- Room, if 
it were carefully ſearched; and there is Reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that ſome of the ſaid Books have 
been privately conveyed to him by Tory Hands, 
I am likewiſe aſſured, that he hath been taken in 
the very Fact of reading the ſaid Books; even 
in the midſt of a Seſſion, to the great Neglect of 

publick Affairs. bY rh 

I own, there may be ſome Gn for this 
Charge ; becauſe I have it from good Hands, that 
when his Excellency is at Dinner, with one or 
two Scholars at his Elbows, he grows a moſt un- 
ſupportable, and unintelligible Companion to all 
the fine Gentlemen round the Table. 

T cannot deny that his Excellency lies un- 
der another great Diſad vantage. For, with all 
the Accompliſhments abovementioned, adding 
that of a moſt: comely and graceful Perſon ; and 
during the Prime of Touth, Spirits, and Vi- 

gour, he hath in a moſt unexemplary _— 
e 
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led a regular domeſtick Life; diſcovers a great 
Eſteem, and Friendſhip, and Love for his La- 
dy, as well as a true Affection for his Children; 
and when he is diſpoſed to admit an entertain- 
ing Everſing Companion, he doth not always 
enough reflect, whether the Perſon may poſli- 
bly in former. Days, have lain under the Impu- 
tation of a Tory; nor, at ſuch Times, do the 
natural or affected Fears of Popery and the Pre- 
tender, make any Part of the Converſation : I 
preſume, becauſe neither Homer, Plato, Ariſto- 
He nor Cicero, haye made any mention of 
them. 

Trese, I freely * to be his Ex- 
cellency's Failings : Yer, I think it is agreed by 
Philoſophers and Divines, that ſome Allowance 
ought to be given to hyman Infirmity, and to the 
Prejudices of a wrong Education. 
I am well aware, how much my Sentiments 
differ from the orthodox Opinion of one or two 
principal Patriots, (at the Head of whom I 
name with Honour Piſtorides.) For theſe have 
decided the Matter directiy againſt me, by de- 
claring that no Perſon who was ever known 
to lie under the Suſpicion of one ſingle Tory 
Principle z or who had been once ſeen at a 
great Man's Levee in the worſt of Times, ſhould 
be allowed to come within the Verge of the 
Caſtle ; much leſs to bow in the Antichamber, 
appear at the Aſſemblies, or dance at a Birth- 
Night. However, I dare affert, that this Maxim 
Hath been often controuled; and that on the con- 
trary, a conſiderable number of early Penitents 

ve been received into Grace, who are now an 
* , and ns hh to the N ation. 
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Ng1THER do I find any Murmuring on ſome 
other Points of greater Importance, where this 
favourite Maxim is not fo ſtrictly obſeryed. 

To inſtance only in one, I have not heard 
that any Care hath hitherto been taken, to 
diſcover whether Madam “ Violante be a Whig 
or a Tory in her Principles ; or even that ſhe 
hath ever been offered the Oatbs to the Govern- 
ment On the contrary, I am told, that ſhe 
openly profeſſeth herſelf to be a Higb-Hlyer; 
and it is not improvable, by her Quilandiſh 
Name, ſhe may alſo be a Papiſt in her Heart; 
yet we fee this illuſtrious and dangerous Fe- 
male, openly careſſed by principal Perſons of 
both Parties; who contribute to ſupport her in 
a ſplendid Manner, without the leaſt Appre- 
henſions from a Grand Jury; or eyen from 
Squire Harily Hutcheſon himſelf, that zealous 
Proſecutor of Hawkers and Libels. And, as Hobbs 
wiſely obſerveth, /o much Money being equivalent 
to ſo much 8 it may deſerve conſidering, 
with what Safety ſuch an Inſtrument of Power 
ought to be truſted in the Hands of an Alien, 
who hath not given any legul Security for her 
good Affection to the Government. 

I coyress, there is one Evil which I could 
wiſh our Friends would think - proper to re- 
dreſs, There are many Wigs in this Kingdom 
of the old faſbioned Stamp, of whom we might 
make very good Uſe ; they bear the ſame Loy- 
alty with us to the Hannoverian Family, in the 
Perſon of King George the IId. The fame Ab- 
horrence of the Pretender, with the Conſe- 
quences of Papety and Slavery z and 
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Indulgence to tender Conſciences : But having no- 
thing to ask for themſelves, and therefore the 
more Leiſure to think for the Publick ; they 
are often apt to entertain Fears, and melancho- 
iy Proſpects concerning the State of their 
Country, the Decay of Trade, the Want of 
Money, the miſerable Condition of the People, 
with other Topicks of like Nature; all which 
do equally concern both  #bis and 7 ory ; who, 
if they have any thing to loſe, muſt be equally 
Sufferers. Perhaps, one or two of theſe me- 
lancholy Gentlemen, will ſometimes venture to 
publiſh their Thoughts in Print: Now, I can by 
no Means, approve. our uſual Cuſtom of curſing 
and railing at this Species of Thinkers under 
the Names of Tories, Facobites, Papiſts, Lidellers, 
Rebels, and the like. F 

Tuis was the utter Ruin of chat poor, an- 
gry, buſtling, well-meaning Mortal Piſtorides; 
who lies equally under the Contempt of both 
Parties; with no other Difference, than a Mix- 
ture of Pity on one Side, and of N on on the 
other. 

How hath he been pelted, peſtered, and Shan 
ed by one ſingle Wag, who promiſed never'to for- 
fake him, living or dead? 

I was much pleaſed with the Himour of a 
Surgeon in this Town; who having, in his own 
Apprehenſion, received ſome great Injuſtice from 
the Earl of Gallaway,' and deſpairing of Revenge, 
as well as Relief; declared to all his Friends, chat 
he had ſet apart One Hundred Guineas, to pur- 
chaſe the Earl's Carcaſe from the Sexton; when- 
ever it ſhould dye; to make a Skeleton of the 
Bones, ſtuff the Hide, and ſhew them for three. 
Pence ; and thus get Vengeance for the Injuries 
he had ſuffered by its Owner. 

OF 
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Or the like Spirit, too often is that impla- 
cable Race of Wits ; againſt whom there is no 
Defence but Innocence, and Philoſophy ; Nei- 
ther of which is likely to be at Hand; and 
therefore the Wounded have no where to fly 
for a Cure, but to down-right Stupidity, a 
crazed Head, or a profligate . of Guilt 
and Shame. 

IAM therefore ſorry for that other miſerable 
Creature Traulus ; who, although of ſomewhat 
a different Species, yet ſeems very far to outdo 
even the Genius of Piſtorides, in that miſcarry- 
ing Talent of railing without Conſiſtency or 
Diſcretion, againſt the moſt innocent Perſons, 
according to the preſent Situation of his Gall 
and Spleen. I do not blame an honeſt Gentle- 
man for the bittereſt Invectives againſt one, to 
whom he proteſſeth the greateſt Friendſhip 3 
provided he acts in the Dark, ſo as not to be 
diſcovered : But in the Midſt of Careſſes, Viſits, 
and Invitations, to run into the Streets, or to 
as Publick a Place; and without the leaſt pre- 
tended Incitement, ſputter out the baſeſt and 
falſe Accuſations; then to wipe his Mouth, 
come up. ſmiling to his Friend, ſhake him by 
the Hand, and tell him in a Whifper, it was 
all for his Service. This Proceeding, I am bold 
to think a great Failure in Prudence; and I am 
afraid leſt ſuch a Practitioner, with a Body ſo 
open, ſo foul, and ſo full of Sores, may fall under 
the Reſentment of an incenſed political Surgeon, 
who is not much in Renown for his Mercy up- 
on great Provocation: Who, without waiting 
for his Death will ay and diſſect him alive; 
and to the View of Mankind, lay open all the 
diſordered Cells of his _ the Venom of his 
"1" Tongue, 
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Tongue, the Corruption of his Heart, and Spots 
and Flatuſes of his Spleen : - And all this 
for Three-pence. | 

In ſuch a Caſe what a Scene would be laid 
open ! And to drop my Metaphor, what a Cha- 
rater of our miſtaken Friend might an avgry 
Enemy draw and expoſe ! particularizing that 
unnatural Conjunction of Vices and Follies fo 
inconſiſtent with each other in the ſame Breaſt : 
Furious and fawning, ſcurrilous and flattering, 


cowardly and provoking, inſolent and abject ; 


moſt profligately falſe, with the ſtrongeſt Profeſ- 


ſions of Sincerity, poſitive and variable, tyran- 


nical and laviſh. 

I APPREHEND, that if all this ſhould be ſet 
out to the World by an angry Whig of the old 
Stamp; the unavoidable Conſequence muſt be 
a Confinement of our Friend for ſome Months 
more to his Garret; and thereby depriving the 
Publick for ſo long a Time, and in fo important 
a Funfure, of his uſeful Talents in their Ser- 
vice : While he is fed like a wild Beaſt through 
a Hole ; but I hope with ſpecial Regard to the 
Quantity and Quality of his Nouriſhment. 

In vain would his Excuſers endeavour to pal- 
liate his Enormities, by imputing them to Mad- 
neſs ; becauſe, it is well known, that Madneſs 
only operates by enflaming and enlarging the 
good or evil Diſpoſitions of the Mind: For the 
Curators of Bedlam aſſure us, that ſome Luna- 
ticks are Perfons of Honour, Truth, Benevolence, 
and many other Virtues, which appear in their 
higheſt Ravings, alchough after a wild incohe- 
rent Manner, while others, on the contrary, 
diſcover 'in every Word and Action, the ut- 
molt Baſeneſs and Depravity of human Minds; 
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which infallibly they poſſeſſed in the ſame De- 
gree; although perhaps under a better Regu- 
lation, before their Entrance into that Aca- 
demy. | | | 

Bur, it may be objected, that there is an 
Argument of much Force to excuſe the Over- 
flowings of that Zea], which our Friend ſhews 
or means for our Cauſe. And, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that the eaſy and ſmooth Fluency of his E- 
locution, beſtowed on him by Nature, and cultiva- 
ted by continual Practice, added to the Comelineſs 
of bis Perſon, the Harmony of his Voice, the Grace- 
fulneſs of bis Manner, and the Decency of his Dreſs, 
are Temptations too ſtrong for ſuch a Genius 
to reſiſt upon ary Publick Occaſion, of making 
them appear with aniverſal Applauſe: And, if 
good Men are ſometimes accuſed of loving their 
Zeſt better than their Friend; ſurely to gain the 
Reputation of the firſt Orator in the Kingdom, 
no Man of Spirit would ſcruple to loſe all the 
Friends he had in the World. 

IT is uſual for Maſters to make their Boys 
declaim on both Sides of an Argument; and as 
ſome Kinds of Aſſemblies are called the Schools 
of Politicks, I confeſs, nothing can better improve 
political School-boys, than the Art of making 
plauſible or implauſible Harangues ; againſt the 
very Opinion for which they reſolved to deter- 
mine. 

So Cardinal Perron, after having ſpoke for an 
Hour to the Admiration of all his Hearers, to 
prove the Exiſtence of God; told ſome of his 
Intimates, that he could have ſpoken another 
Hour, and much better, to prove the contrary. 

1 Haves placed this Realon in the ſtrongeſt 
Light, that I think it will bear ; and have no- 
thing to anſwer, but that allowing it as much 
Weight 
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Weight as the Reader ſhall pleaſe, it hath con- 
ſtantly met with ill Succeſs in the Mouth of 
dur Friends; but whether for want of good 
Luck, or good Management; I ſuſpend my Judg- 
ment. | 

- To return from this long Digreſſion; if Per- 
ſons in high Stations have been allowed to chuſe 
Wenches, without Regard even to Difference 
in Religion, yet never incurred the leaſt Re- 


flection on their Royalty; or their Proteſtantiſm ;_ 


ſhall the Chief Governor of a great Kingdom be 
cenſured for chuſing a Companion, who may for- 
merly have been ſuſpected for differing from the 
Orthodox in ſome ſpeculative Opinions of Perſons 
and Things, which cannot affect the Fundamen- 
tal Principles of a ſound big. | | 
Bur let me ſuppoſe a very poſlible Caſe. 
Here is a Perſon ſent to-govern Ireland, whoſe 
unfortunate weak Side it happens to be, for ſeve- 
ral Reaſons above-mentioned, that he hath en- 
couraged the Attendance of one or two Gentle- 
men diſtinguiſhed for their Taſte, their Wit, 
and their Learning; who have taken the Oaths 
to his Majeſty, and pray heartily for him: Yet 
becauſe they may, perhaps, be ſtigmatized as 
quondam Tories by Piſtorides and his Gang; 
his Excellency muſt be forced to baniſh them, 
under the Pain and Peril of diſpleaſing the Zea- 
lots of his own Party; and thereby be put into 
a worſe Condition than every common good 
Fellow; who may be a ſincere Proteſtant, and 
a loyal Subject; and yet rather chuſe to drink 
fine Ale at the Pope's Head, than muddy at the 
King 8. . ; | 
Luer me then return to my Suppoſitions. It 
is certain, that the high - flown Loyaliſts in the pre- 
ſent Senſe of the Word, have their 2 
IS! an 
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and Studies, and Tongues, ſo entirely diverted 
by political Schemes, that the Zeal of their 
Principles hath eaten up their Underſtandings ; Nel= 
ther have they Time from their Employments, 
their Hopes, and their hourly Labours for ac- 
quiring new. Additions of Merit, to amuſe 
themſelves with Philological Converſe, or Spe- 
culations which are utterly ruinous to all Schemes 
of riſing in the World. What then muſt a great 
Man do, whoſe ill Stars have fatally perverted him 
to a Love, and Taſte, and Poſſeſſion of Litera- 
ture, Politeneſs, and good Senſe? Our thorow 
ſped Republick of Whigs, which contains the 
Bulk of all Hopers, Pretenders, Expecters, and Pro- 


fe ſors, are beyond all Doubt, moſt highly uſeful to 


Princes, to Governors, to great Miniſters, and to 
their Country ; but, at the ſame Time, and by 
neceſſary Conſequence, the moſt diſagreeable Com- 
panions to all who have that unfortunate Turn of 
Mind peculiar to his Excellency, and perhaps to 
five or fix more in a Nation. 

I po not deny it poſſible, that an Original or 
Proſelyte Favourer of the Times, might have 


been born to thoſe uſeleſs Talents, which, in 


former Apes, qualified a Man to be a Poet, or 
a Philoſopher. All I contend for, is, that where 
the true Genius of Party once enters, it ſweeps 
the Houſe clean, and leaves Room for many - 
ther Spirits to take joint Poſſeſſion, until the laſt 
= of that Man is exceedingly better than ihe 
rſt 

I ALLow it a great Error, in his Excellency, 
that he adhereth ſo obſtinately to his old unfa- 
ſhionable_Academick Education; yet ſo perverſe 
is human Nature, that the un Remedies for 
this Evil in others, have * a — 
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Effect in him; to a Degree, that I am credibly 
informed, he will, as I have already hinted, in 
the Middle of a Seſſion, quote Paſſages out of Pla- 
to, and Pindar, at his own Table, to ſome Book- 
learned Companion, without bluſhing, even when 
Perſons of great Stations are by. 8 

I wiLL venture one Step further; which is, 
freely to confeſs, that this miſtaken Method 
of educating Youth in the Knowledge of anci- 
ent Learning and Language, is too apt to ſpoil 
their Pokticks and Principles; . becauſe the Doc- 
trine and Examples of the Books they read, 
teach them Leſſons directly contrary in every Point, 
to the preſent Practics of the World: And ac- 
cordingly, Hobbes moſt judiciouſly obſerves, that 
the Writings of the Greeks and Romans, made 


young Men imbibe Opinions againſt abſolute 


Power in a Prince, or even in a fitſt Miniſter; 
and to embrace Notions of Liberty and Pro- 
perty. 

Ix hath been therefore, a great Felicity to 
theſe Kingdoms, that the Heirs to Titles 
and large Eſtates, have a Weakneſs in their 
Eyes, a Tenderneſs in their Conſtitutions ; are 
not able to bear the Pain and Indignity of whip- 
ping; and, as the Mother rightly expreſſeth it, 
could never zake to their Books, yet are well e- 
nough qualified to fign a Receipt for Half a 
Year's Rent, to put their Name (rightly ſpelt) 
to a Warrant, and to read Pamphlets. againſt 
Religion and High-flying ; whereby they fill their 
Niches, and carry themſelves through the World, 
with that Dignity which beſt becomes a Senator and 
a Sguire. LE: 3 
I covLD heartily wiſh his Excellency would 
be more condeſcending to the Genius of the 
Kingdom he governs ; to the Condition, of the 


' 


Times, 
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Times, and to the Nature of the Station he 


fills. Yet; if it be true, what I have read in 


old Engliſh Story-Books, that one Ageſilaus (no 
Matter to the Bulk of my Readers, whether 1 
ſpell the Names right or wrong) was caught 
by the Parſon of the Pariſh, riding on a Hobby- 
Horſe with his Children ; that Socrates, a Hea- 
then Philoſopher, was found dancing by him- 
ſelf at Fourſcore; that a King called Ceſar Au- 
guſtus (or forme ſuch Name) uſed to play with 
Boys; whereof ſome might poſſibly be Sons of 
Tories; and that two great Men called Scipio and 
Lelius, (I forget their Chriſtian Names, and whe- 
ther they were Poets or Genetals) often played 
at Duck and Drake, with ſmooth Stones on a 
River. Now, I ſay, if theſe Facts be true (and 
the Book where I found them is in Print) I 
cannot imagine why our moſt zealous Patriots 
may not a little indulge his Excellency, in an 
Infirmity which is not morally evil; provided 


he gives no publick Scandal ; (which is by all 


Means to be avoided) I ſay, why he may not 
be indulged twice a Week, to converſe with . 
one or two particular Perſons ; and let him and 
them con over their old exploded Readings to- 


' gether, after Mornings ſpent in hearing and 


preſcribing Ways and Means from and to his 
moſt obedient Politicians, for the Welfare of the 
Kingdom ; although the ſaid particular Perſon, 
or Perſons, may not have made ſo publick a 
Declaration of their political Faith in all its 
Parts, as the Buſineſs of the Nation requires : 
Still ſubmitting my Opinion to that happy Ma- 
Jority, which I am confident is always in the right ; _ 
by whom the T.therty of the Subject hath been 
ſo frequently, ſo ſtrenuouſly, and ſo ſucceſsful- 
ly aſſerted; who, by their wiſe Councils, have 

2 made 
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made Commerce to flouriſh, Money to abound, In- 
habitants to encreaſe, the Value of Lands and 
Rents to riſe; and the whole Iſland put on a new 
Face of Plenty and Proſperity. 

Bor, in order to clear his Excellency more 
fully from this Accuſation, of ſhewing his Fa- 
yours to High-flyers, Tories, and Facobites; it will 
be neceſſary to come to Particulars. 

Tux firſt Perſon of a T; ory Denomination, to 
whom his Excellency gave any Marks of his 
Favour, was Doctor Thomas Sheridan. It is to 
be obſerved, that this happened fo early in his 
Excellency's Government, as it may be juſt] 
ſuppoſed he had not been informed of that os 
tleman's Character, upon ſo dangerous an Ar- 
ticle. The Doctor being well known, and di- 
ſtinguiſned for his Skill and Succeſs in the E- 
ducation of Youth, beyond moſt of his Profeſ- 
ſion for many Years paſt ; was recommended 
to his Excellency on the 3 of his Learning, 

and particularly for his Knowledge in the Greek 
Tongue; whereof, it ſeems, his Excellency is 
a great Admirer, Although for what Reaſons 1 
could never imagine. However, it is agreed 
on all Hands, that his Lordſhip was too eaſily 
_ prevailed on by the Doctor s Requeſt, or in- 
deed rather Bund the Biaſs of his own Nature, 
to hear a Tragedy ated in that unknown Lan- 

_ guage by the Doctor's Lads, which was writ- 
ten by ſome Heathen Author; but whether it 

contained any Tory or . High-Church Principles, 
muſt be left to the Conſciences of the Boys, the 
Door, and his Excellency :, The only Witneſſes 
in this Caſe, whoſe Lit can be ROOT 


upon. 


. P IT 
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IT ſeems, his Excellency (a Thing never to be 
ſufficiently wondered at) was ſo pleaſed with his 
Entertainment, that ſometime after he gave the 
Doctor a Church-Living, to the Value of al- 
moſt one Hundred Pounds a Year, and made 
him one of his Chaplains; from an antiquated 
Notion, that good Schoolmaſters ought to be 


encouraged in every Nation, profeſſing Civility 


and Religion, Yet his Excellency did not ven- 
ture to make this bold Step, without ſtrong 
Recommendations from Perſons of undoubted 
Principles, fitted to the Times; who thought 
themſelves bound in Juſtice, Honour, and Gra- 


titude, to do the Doctor a good Office, in Re- 


turn for the Care he had taken of their Chil- 
dren, or thoſe of their Friends. Yet the 
Cataſtrophe was terrible: For the Doctor, in 
the Height of his Felicity and Gratitude, go- 
ing down to take Poſſeſſion of his Pariſn, and 
furniſhed with a few Led-Sermons, whereof, as 


it is to be ſuppoſed, the Number was very 


ſmall, having never ſerved ' a Cure in the 
Church; he ſtopt at Cork, to attend on his Bi- 
ſhop ; and going to Church on the Sunday fol- 
lowing, was, according to the uſual Civility of 
Country Clergy-men, invited by the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh to ſupply the Pulpit. It happen- 
ed to be the firft.of - Auguſt ; and the firſt of Au- 
guſs happened that Year to light upon a Sy*:day : 
and it happened that the Doctor's Text was in 
theſe: Words; ſufficient unto- the Day is the Evil 
thereof: And laſtly, it happened, that ſome one 
Perſon of the Congregation, whoſe Loyalty 
made him watchful upon every Appearance of 
Danger to his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment, when Service was over, gave the Alarm. 
Notice was immediately ſent up to Town; and 


U3 by 
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by the Zeal of one Man of no large Dimenſions of 
Body or Mind, ſuch a Clamour was raiſed, that 
we in Dublin could apprehend no leſs than an 
Invaſion by the Pretender, who muſt be landed 
in the South. The Reſult was, that the Doctor 
muſt be ſtruck out of the Chaplains Liſt, and 
appear no more at the Caſtle; yet, whether he 
were then, or be at this Day, a Vbig or a Tory, 
I think is a Secret; only it is manifeſt, that he 
is a zealous Hanoverian, at leaſt in Poetry, and 
a great Adorer of the preſent Royal Family, 
through all its Branches. His Friends likewiſe 
aſſert, that he had preached this ſame Sermon 
often, under the ſame Text; that not having 
obſerved the Words till he was in the Pulpit, 
and had opened his Notes; as he is a Perſon a 
little ahſtracted, he wanted Preſence of Mind 
to change them: And that, in the whole Ser- 
mon, there was not a Syllable relating to Go- 
m_ or Party, or to the Subject of the 
AY. | | 
| 4 this Incident there ſeems to have been an U- 
nion of Events, that will probably never happen 
again to the End of the World; or at leaſt, like 
the grand Conjunction in the Heavens; which, I 
think. they ſay, can arrive but once in twenty 
thouſand Years. 
Tax ſecond Gentleman (if I am right in my 
Chronology) who, under the Suſpicion of a 
Tory, received ſome Favour from his Excellen- 
cy, is Mr. James Stopford; very ſtrongly re- 
commended by the moſt eminent Hig in Eng- 
land, on the Account of his Learning, and Vir- 
tue, and other Accompliſhments, He had paſ- 
ſed the greateſt Part of his Youth in cloſe Stu- 
dy, or in Travelling; and was either not at 
J home, 
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home, or not at Leiſure to trouble his Thoughts 
about Party; which I allow to be a great O- 
miſſion ; although I cannot honeſtly place him 
in the Liſt of Tories; and therefore think his 
Excellency may be fairly acquitted for making 
him Vicar of Finglaſs, worth about one Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year. 

Taz third is Doctor Patrick Delany. This 
Divine lies under ſome Diſadvantage ; having, 
in his Youth, received many Civilities from a 
certain * Perſon, then in a very high Station 
here; for which Reaſon I doubt the Doctor 
never drank his Confuſion fince; and what 
makes the Matter deſperate, it is now too late; 
unleſs our Tnquifitors will be content with drink- 
ing Confuſion to his Memory? N 05 aforeſaid emi- 
nent Perfon, who was a Judge of all Merit, 
except that of Party, Aiſtinguiſhed the Doctor, 
among other Juniors in our Univerſity, for his 
Learning, Virtue, Diſcretion, and good Senſe. 
But the Doctor was then in too good a Situation 
at his College, to hope or endeavour at a better 
Eſtabliſhment, from one who had no Power to 
give it him. 

Uyon the preſent Lord Lieutenant's coming 
over, the Doctor was named to his Excellency 
by a + Friend, among other Clergymen of Diſ- 
tinction, as Perſons whoſe Characters it was 
proper his Excellency ſhould know: And by 
the Truth of which, the Giver would be con- 
tent to ſtand or fall in his Excellency's Opt- 


nion; ſince not one of thoſe Perſons were in 


8 


w—_ 


— — 
9 


Sir Conſtantine Phipps, Lord Chancellor 5 Ireland, auen 


Queen Anne died. 
+ The Author. | 
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8 e Friendſhip with the Gentleman who 
ve in their Names. By this and ſome other 
ncidents, particularly the Recommendation of the 
late Archbiſhop of Dublin, the Doctor became 
known to his Excellency, whoſe fatal Turn of 
Mind towards Heatbeniſh and Outlandiſh Books 
and Languages; finding, as I conceive, a like 
Diſpoſition in the Doctor, was the Cauſe of his 
becoming ſo domeſtick, as we are told he is, at 
the Caſtle of Dublin. | | 
Tux or four Years ago, the Doctor grown 
weary of an Academick Life, for ſome Reaſons 
beſt known to the Managers of the Diſcipline 
in that learned Society (which it may not be 
for their Honour to mention) reſolved to leave it; 
although by the Benefit of his Pupils, and his 
Senior-Fellowſhip with all its Perquiſites, he 
received every Year between Nine Hundred 
and a Thouſand: Pounds. And a ſmall Northern 
Living, in the Univerſity's Donation, of ſome- 
what better than one Hundred Pounds a Year, 
falling at the ſame Time with the Chancellor- 
ſhip of _ Chris Church, to about equal Value, 
in Ge Gift of his Excellency : The Doctor ven- 
tured into the World in a very ſcanty Condi- 
tion; having ſquandered away all his annual In- 
come in a Manner, which, although perhaps pro- 
per enough for a Clergyman without a Family, 
will not be for the Advantage of his Character, 
to diſcover, either on the! chan 
er's Shop. Has | 
Ago two Months ago, his Excellency Fac 
the Doctor a Prebend in St. Patrick's Cathe- 


. _ dral; which being of near the ſame Value with 


either of the two former, will add a third Part 
to tus Reyenues, after he ſhall have paid the 
great 
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great Incumberances upon it: So, that, he may 
now be ſaid to poſſeſs of Church-Preferments, 

in ſcattered Tythes, three Hundred Pounds a 
Fear; inſtead of the like Sum of infallible 

| Rents from a Senior Fellowſhip, | with the Of- 
fices annexed ; beſides the Advantage of a free 
Lodging, a. great Number of Pupils, and ſome _ 
other Eaſements. | 
Bor fince the Doctor hath not, in any of his 
Writings, his Sermons, his Actions, his Diſ- 
courſe, or his Company, diſcover'd one ſingle 
Principle of either Y/hig or Tory; and that the 
Lord * ſtill continues to admit him; 

1 ſhall boldly pronounce him ONE OF US: 
But, like a new Free-Maſon, who hath not yet 
learned all the Dialect of the Myſtery. Neither 
can he juſtly be accuſed of any Tory Doctrines; 
except perhaps, ſome among thoſe few; with 

which that wicked Party was charged, during 
the Heighth of their Power ; but have been ſince 
transferred for the moſt ſolid Reaſons, to the whole 
Body of our firmeſt Friends. 

I Have now. done with the Clergy : And 
upon the ſtricteſt Examination, have not been 
able to find above one. of that Order, againſt 
whom. any Party Suſpicion can lye ; which is the, 
unfortunate Gentleman Dr. Sheridan, who by meer 
Chance-medley, ſhot his own Fortune dead with 
a ſingle Text, 

As to the Laity, I can hear of but one Per- 
ſon of the Tory Stamp, who fince the begin- 
ing of his Excellency's Government, did ever 
receive any ſolid Mark of his Favour : I mean 
Sir Arthur Acheſon, reported to be an acknow- 

| ledged Tory; and what is almoſt as bad, a Scho- 

lar into the Bargain. It is whiſpered about, as 
a 0 a Cœer- 
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a certain Truth, that this Gentleman is to have 
a Grant of a certain Barrack upon his Eſtate, 
within two Miles of his own Houſe s for which 
the Crown is to be his Tenant, at the Rent of 
ſixty Pound per Annum ; he being only at the 
Expence of about Five Hundred Pounds, to put 
the Houſe in Repair, build Stables, and other 
Neceſſaries. I will place this invidious Mark of 
Beneficence conferred on a Tory, in a fair Light, 
by computing the Coſts and neceſſary Defalca- 
tions: After which it may be ſeen how much 
Sir Arthur will be annually a clear Gainer by 
the Publick ; notwithſtanding his unfortunate 


Principles, and his Knowledge in "RO and 
. | 


For Repairs, Sc. 500 J. the Intereſt 
—— A R 
For all manner of Poultry to furniſn 
the Troopers; but which the ſaid 
Troopers muſt be at the Labour N 
of catching, valued per Aunum. 


For ſtraggling Sheep. - 0 6-0 
For Game A five Miles round, 6 o o 
49 0 © 

Rent paid to Sir Arthur — 60.0 o 
Deduci "AS oO o 


+ 


Remains . — —  o 0 


Tuus, if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the 
good Fortune to obtain a Grant of this _— 
| Je 
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he will receive neat Profit annually from the 
Crown EL EVEN Pounds Sterl. to help him in 
entertaining the Officers, and making Proviſi- 
on for his younger Children. | | 
It is true, there is another Advantage to be 
expected, which may fully compenſate the Loſs 
of Cattle and Poultry ; by multiplying the 
Breed of Mankind, and particularly that of gocd 
Proteſtants, in a Part of the Kingdom Half de- 
populated by the wild Humour among the Far- 
mers thereof leaving their Country. But I am 
not fo skilful in Arithmetick, as to compute 
the Value. : | | 1 

IHAvE reckoned one per Cent. below the Le- 
gal Intereſt for the Money that Sir Arthur muſt 
expend: And valued the Damage in the other 
Articles very moderately, However, I am con- 
fident he may with good Management be a Saver 
at leaſt ; which is a prodigious Inſtance of Moderati- 
on in our Friends towards a profeſſed Tory: What- 
ever Merit he may pretend by the Unwillingneſs 
he hath ſhewn to make his Excellency uneaſy in 
his Adminiſtration. 1 | 

Tavs, I have, with the utmoſt Impartiality 

collected every ſingle Favour, (further than per- 
| ſonal Civilities) conferred by his Excellency on 
Tories and reputed Tories, ſince his firſt Arrival 
hitherto, to this preſent 1 3th Day of April, in the 
Year of our Lord 1730, giving all Allowance 
poſſible to the Arguments on the other Side of 
the Queſtion, 


And the Account will ſtand thus, 
DispostD of Preferments and Employments 


to Tories, or reputed Tories, by his „ 
| Jobn 
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obn Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
— about the Space of Six Years. 


To Dr. Tbomds Sheridan in à Rec- 

tory near Kinſale, per Annum. 8 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, Baronet, . 
81 Barrack, per Annu m. Þ 8 


SGi me leave now to compute in Groſs, 
the Value of the Favours done by his Excellen- 
cy to the true Friends of their King and Country, 
and of the Proteſtant Religion. . 

IT is to be remembred, that although his 
Excellency cannot be properly faid to beſtow 
Biſhopricks, Commands in the Army, the Place 
of a Judge, or Commiſſioner in the Revenue, 
and ſome others; yet they are, for the moſt 
Part, diſpoſed upon his Recommendation, ex- 
cept where the Perſons are immediately ſent 
from England, by their Intereft at Court; for 
which 1 have allowed large Defalcations in the 
following Accounts. Pon. of it is remarkable, that 
the only conſiderable Station conferred on a reputed 
Tory ſince his preſent Excellency”s Government, 
was of this latter Kind. 

Ax indeed, it is but too remarkable, that in 
a neighbouring Nation (where this dangerous De- 
nomination of Men is incomparably more nu- 
merous; more powerful, and of Conſequence more 
formidable) real Tories can often wit much leſs 
Difficulty obtain very high Favours from the 
Government, than their reputed Brethren can ar- 
rive to the loweſt in ours. I obſerve this with 
all poſſible - Submiſſion to the Wiſdom of their 
Policy; which, however, will not, I believe, 


| * che Praiſe of Vigilance _ ours. 
| 7 G 
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wHIG Account. 3 


| To Perſons EINE to Bilkop- 


ricks, or removed to — 4 


neficial ones, computed Per Ann. „ 
To Civil Employments,, —— — 9030 o o 
To Military Commands, =— 


1 


„ 27516 © 0 
TORY Account. 


To Tories 


Ballance — — — 27405. 0 0 


56 COTE 


— 


ISEALL conclude with this Obſervation, That, 
as I think, the Tories have ſufficient Reaſon to 
be fully ſatisfied with the Share of Truſt, and 
Power, and Employments, which they poſſeſs un- 
der the Lenity of the preſent Government: So I 
do not find how his Excellency can be juſtly cen- 
ſured for favouring none but High- Church, Higb- 
flyers, 2. ermagants, Laudiſts, Sacheverelians, Tip- 
top-gallon. men, Facobites, Tantivyes, Anti-Hanove- 
rians, Friends to Popery and the Pretender, and 10 
Arbitrary Power, Diſobligers of England, Breakers 
of DEPENDENCY, Hamers of Quarrels be- 
tween the two Nations, Publick Incendaries, Ene- 
mies to the King and Kingdoms, Haters of TRUE 
* Proteſtants, Laurel-Men, Anniſts, Complainers of 
the Nation's Poverty, Ormondians, Iconocolaſts, Anti- 
Glorious- Memoriſts, Anti- Revolutioners, White-roſa- 
liſts, Tenth-a-Funians, and the like: When by a 
fair State of the Account ; the Ballance, I con- 
ceive, ſeems to lie on their Side. 1 
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The Mk will perceive the following Treatiſe to be 
altogether ironical, 


ot — ——_—— PETE 
hs. A 


PR OPOS A L 
FOR AN 


ACT of PARLIAMENT to pay off the Debt 
of the Nation, without taxing the Sub- 
jet, by which the Number of landed 
Gentry, and ſubſtantial Farmers. will be 

- conſiderably encreaſed, and no Perſon 
will be the Poorer, or contribute one Far- 
thing to the Charge. 


Written i in the Yer I 732. 


*** 


SH E Debts contracted ſome Years 
paſt, for the Service and Safety of 
the Nation, are grown fo great, that 
under our preſent diſtrefſed Conditi- 
on, by the want of Trade, the great 

Remittances to pay Abſentees, Regiments ſerving 

Abroad, and many other Drains of Money, well e- 

nough 
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nough known and felt ; the Kingdom ſeems al- 
together unable to diſcharge them by the com- 
mon Methods of Payment: And either a Pole 
or Land-Tax, would be too odious to think of, 
eſpecially the Latter ; becauſe the Lands which 
have been let for theſe ten or dozen Years paſt, 
were raiſed ſo high, that the Owners can, at pre- 
ſent, hardly receive any Rent at all. For, it is 
the uſual Practice of an Iriſb Tenant rather than 
want Land, to offer more for a Farm than he 
knows he can ever be Able to pay ; and in that 
Caſe he grows deſperate, and pays nothing at all. 
So, that a Land- Tax upon a rackt Eſtate, would 
be a Burdefi wholly unſupportable. | 
IEE Queſtion - will then be, how theſe nati- 
onal Debts can be paid; and how I can make 
good the ſeveral Particulars of my Propoſal ; 
which I ſhall now lay open to the Publick. 
Tux Revenues of their Graces and Lordſhips, 
the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops of this Kingdom, 
(excluding the Fines) do amount, by a moderate 
Computation, to 36, 800. per Arn. I mean the 
Rents which the Biſhops receive from their 
Tenants. But the real Value of thoſe Lands, 
at a full Rent, taking the ſeveral Sees one with 
another, is reckoned to be, at leaſt three 
Fourths more; ſo that multiplying 36, 800 J. by 
4, the full Rent of all the Biſhops Lands, will 
amount to 147, 200 J. per Ann. from which ſub- 
ſtracting the prefent Rent received by their 
L ordſhips, that is, 36,8001. the Profits of the 
Lands received by the firſt and ſecond Tenants, 
(who both have great Bargains) will riſe to the 
Sum of 110400 l. per Ann. which Lands if they 
were to be fold at Twenty-two Years Purchaſe, 
would raiſe a Sum of 2, 428, 800 J. reſerving 8 
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the Biſhops their preſent Rents, only excluding 
Fines. 

Or this Sum, I propoſe, that ont of the one 
Half, which amounts to 1, 2 14, 400 J. ſo much be 
applied as will entirely diſcharge the Debts of 
the Nation; and the remainder laid up in the 
Treaſury, to ſupply Contingencies, as well as to 
diſcharge ſome of our heavy Taxes, until the 
Kingdom ſhall be in a better Condition. 

BuT, whereas the preſent Set of Biſhops 
would be great Lofers by this Scheme, for want 
of their Fines ; which would be hard Treatment 
to ſuch religious, loyal, and deſerving Perſonages ; 
I have therefore ſet apart the other Half, to ſup- 
Ply that Defect; which it will more than ſuffici- 
—_—_ _ 

A Bisnoe's Leaſe. for the full Term, is 
reckoned to be worth eleven Tears Purchaſe 3 
but if we take the Biſhops round, I ſuppoſe 
there may be four Years of each Leaſe elapſed ; 
and many of the Biſhops being well ſtricken in 
Years, I cannot think their Lives round to be 
worth more than ſeven Years Purchaſe ; ſo that 

the Purchaſers may very well afford Fifteen 
Years Purchaſe for the Reverſion ; eſpecially 
by one "great additional Advantage, which I 
| ſhall ſoon mention. < 

Tris Sum of 2, 428, 800 J. muſt likewiſe be 
ſunk very confiderably ; becauſe the Lands are to 
be fold only at Fifteen Years Purchaſe, and this 
leflens the Sum to about 1, 656, ooo l. of which 
I propoſe Twelve Hundred Thouſand Pounds, 
to be applyed partly for the Payment of the 


national Debt, and partly as a Fund for future 


Exigencies; and the remaining 456,0007. I pro- 
| poſe as a Fund for paying the preſent Set of 
Biſhops their Fines 3 which it will 1 

5 ary 
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do, and a great Par remain as an Addition to the 
publick Stock. 

Ar rTHOUGH the Biſhops round do not, in . 
Reality, receive three Fines a Piece, which & 
take up 21 Years, yet I allow it to be ſo; but 
then, I will ſuppoſe them to take but one Year's 
Rent, in Recompenſe of giving them fo large a 
Term of Life ; and thus multiplying 36800 by 
3, the Product will be only 1104001. ſo that 
above three Fourths will remain to be apphed to 
publick Uſe. 

Ir I have made wrong Computations, I hope 
to be excuſed as a Stranger to the Kingdom; 
which I never ſaw, till I was called to an Em- 
ployment, and yet where I intend to paſs the 
reſt of my Days, but I took Care to get the 
beſt Informations I could, and from the moſt 
proper Perſons ; however, the Miſtakes I ma 
have been guilty of, will very little affect the 
Main of my Propoſal; although they ſhould 
cauſe a Difference of one Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, more or leſs. 

TE SE Fines are only to be paid to the Bi- 
ſhop during his Incumbency in the ſame See: 
If he change it for a better, the Purchaſers of 
the vacant See Lands, are to come immediate 
into Poſſeſſion of the See he hath left; and both 
the Biſnop who is removed, and he who comes 
into his Place, are to have no more Fines; for 
the removed Biſhop will find his Account by a 
| larger Revenue ; .and the other See will find 
| Candidates enough. For the Law Maxim will 
| here have Place: Caveat Emptor. I mean the 
Perſons who ſucceed, may chuſe whether they 
will accept or no. 

As to the Purchaſers, they will probably be 


Tenants to the See, who are already in Poſſeſ- 
Vor. IV. X ſion, 
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ſion, and can afford to give, more than any other 
Bidders. 
I VIII further explain my ſelf. If a Perſon 
already. a Biſhop, be removed into a richer See, 
he muſt be content with the bare Revenues with- 
out any Fines ; and ſo muſt he who comes into 
a Biſhoprick vacant by Death: And, this will 
bring the Matter ſooner to bear ; which, if the 
Crown ſhall think fit to countenance, will 
ſoon change the preſent Set of Biſhops 3 and con- 
ſequently encourage Purchaſers of .their Lands, 
For Example, if a Primate ſhould die, and the 
Gradation be wiſely made, almoſt the whole 
Set of Biſhops might be changed in a Month, 
each to his great Advantage, although no Fines 
were to be got; and thereby fave a great Part of 
that Sum, which I have appropriated towards ſup- 
plying the Deficiency of Fines. 

I Have valued the Biſhops - Lands two 
Years Purchaſe, above the uſual computed 
Rate; becauſe thoſe Lands will have a Sancti- 
on from the King and Council in England, and 
be confirmed by an Act of Parliament here: 
Beſides, it is well known, that higher Prices 
are given every Day for worſe Lands, at the 
remoteſt Diſtances, and at Rack Rents, which 
I take to be occaſioned by Want of Trade : 
When there are few Borrowers, and the little 
Money in private Hands lying dead, there is 
no other way to diſpoſe of it, but in buying of 
Land; which conſequently - on the Owners 
hold it ſo high. 

| Bes1Des paying the Nation s Debts, the Sale 
of theſe Lands would have many other good 
Effects upon the Nation. It will. conſiderably 
increaſe the Number of Gentry, where the Bi- 


Nene s Tenants are not ä or . to pur- 
|  chaſe:; 
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chaſe; for the Lands will afford an Hundred 
Gentlemen a good Revenue to each. Several 
Perfons from England, will probably be glad to 
come over hither, and be the Buyers, rather 
than give Thirty Years Purchaſe at Home, un- 
der the Loads of Taxes for the Publick and 
the Poor, as well as Repairs; by which 
Means, much Money may be brought among 
us; and probably ſome of the Purchaſers them- 
ſelyes, may be content to live cheap in a worſe 
Country, rather than be at the Charge of Ex- 
change and Agencies; and perhaps of Non: ſol- 
vencies in Abſence, if they lect their Lands too 
high. 

Tais Propoſal will alfo multiply Farmers, 
when the Purchaſers will have Lands in their own 
Power, to give long and eaſy Leaſes to induſtrious 
Husbandmen. 

I HAvE allowed ſome Biſhopricks, of equal 
Income, to be of more or leſs Value to the Pur- 
chaſer, according as they are circumſtanced. 
For Inſtance: The Lands of the Primacy, and 
ſome other Sees, are lett ſo low, that they 
hardly pay a fifth Penny of · the real Value to 
the Biſhop, and there the Fines are the greater. 
On the contrary, the Sees of Meath and Clon- 
fert, conſiſting, as I am told, much of Tythes, 
thoſe Tythes are annually lett to the Tenants, 
without any Fines. So the See of Dublin is faid 
to have many Fee Farms, which pay no Fines ; 
and fome Leaſes for Lives, which pay vey little, 
and not ſo ſoon nor ſo duly. 

I cannoT but be confident, that their Graces 
my Lords the Archbiſhops, and my Lords the Bi- 
ſhops, will heartily join in this Propoſal, out of 
Gratitude to his late and preſent | Majeſty, the 
* 0 who have beſtowed on them ſuch 

X 2 high 
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high and opulent Stations ; as well as in pity to 
this Country, which is now become their own ; 
whereby they will be inſtrumental towards pay- 
ing the — Debts, without impoveriſhing 
themſelves ; enfich an Hundred Gentlemen, as 
well as free them from Dependence ; and thus 
remove that Envy, which is apt to fall upon 
their Graces and Lordſhips, from conſiderable 
Perſons 3 whoſe Birth and Fortunes, rather qua- 
lify them to be Lords of Manors, than ſervile De- 
pendents upon Churchmen, however dignified or 

diſtinguiſhed. | 
| Ts I do not flatter my ſelf, there could not 
any Law more popular than this. For the 
mmediate Tenants to Biſhops, being ſome of 
hem Perſons of Quality, and good Eſtates ; 
and more of them grown up to be Gentlemen 
by the Profits of theſe very Leaſes, under a 
Succeſſion of ' Biſhops ; think it a Diſgrace to 
be ſubject both to Rents and Fines, at the Plea- 
fare of their Landlords. Then the Bulk of the 
Tenants, eſpecially the Diſſenters, who are our 
true loyal Proteſtant Brethren, look upon it, 
both as an unnatural and iniquitous Thing, that 
Biſhops ſhould be Owners of Land at all; 
(wherein I beg to differ from them) being a 
Point fo contrary to the Practice of the A- 
poſtles, whoſe Succeſſors they are deemed to 
bez and who, although they were contented, 
that Land ſhould be ſold for the common Uſe of 
the Brethren, yet would not buy it themſelves ; 
but had it laid at their Feet, to be diſtributed to 

poor Proſelytes. Petty 
. 1 wiLL add one Word more; that by ſuch a 
wholeſome Law, all the Oppreſſions felt by un- 
der Tenants of Church Leaſes, which are now 
laid on the Biſhops ; would entirely be 2 
ed, 


/ 


„%% OP Wo ne ag, 


© we 


an Ad of PARLIAMENT, Cc. 303 
ed, by their Graces and Lordſhips conſenting 
to have their Lands fold for Payment of the 
Nation's Debts ; reſerving only the prefent Rent 
for their own plentiful and honourable Support. 
IBEO Leave to add one Particular; that, when 


Heads of a Bill (as I find the Style runs in this 
Kingdom) ſhall be brought in for forming this 


Propoſal into a Law ; I ſhould humbly offer, thae 
there might be a Power given to every Biſhop, 
(except thoſe who reſide in Dublin) for applying 
one Hundred Acres of profitable Land, that lies 
neareſt to his Palace, as a Demeſne for the Conve- 
niency of his Family. 

I x now very well, that this Scheme hath been 
much talked of for ſome Time paſt, and is in the 
Thoughts of many Patriots ; neither was it pro- 
perly mine, although I fell readily into it, when 
it was firſt communicated to me. | 
_ ALTHovca I am almoſt a perfect Stranger in 
this Kingdom, yet ſince I have accepted an Em- 
ployment here, of ſome Conſequence. as well as 
Profit; I cannot but think my ſelf in Duty bound 
to conſult the Intereſt of a People, among whom 
I have been ſo well received. And, if I can be 
any way inſtrumental, towards contributing to re- 
duce this excellent Propoſal into a Law; which, 
being not in the leaſt injurious to England, will, I 
am confident, meet with no Oppoſition from that. 
Side; my ſincere Endeavours to. ſerve this Church, 
and Kingdom, will be well rewarded. 
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OTHING 18 held more com- 
Þ mendable in all great Cities, e- 
ſpecially the Metropolis of a 
Kingdom, than what the French 
call the Police: By which Word 
1s meant the Government there- 
of, to prevent the many Diſorders occaſioned 
by great Numbers of People and Carriages, 
eſpecially thrgugh narrow Streets. In this Go- 
ur famous City of Dublin, is ſaid to 
be very ive; and univerfally complained 
of. Many wholeſame Laws have been enacted 
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to correct thoſe. Abuſes, but are ill execu- 


ted; and many more are wanting; which I hope 


the united Wiſdom of the Nation (whereof ſo 
many good Effects have already appeared this 
Seſſion) will ſoon take into their profound Con- 
Ns. ao ᷣ te nr ts 
As I have been always watchful over the 

Good of mine own Country; and particularly 
for that of our renowned City; where, (abſt 
invidia) J had the Honour to draw my firſt Breath; 
I cannot have a Minute's Eaſe or Patience to 


forbear enumerating ſome of the greateſt Enor- 


mities, Abuſes, and Corruptions ſpread almoſt 
through every Part of Dublin; and propoſing 
ſuch Remedies, as, I hope, the Legiflature wall 
approve of. wn wal 
Tn narrow Compaſs to which I have con- 
fined my ſelf in this Paper, will allow me only 
to touch the moſt important Defects; and ſuch, 
* think, ſeem to require the moſt ſpeedy Re- 
reſs. 100 ber 
Ax p, firſt : Perhaps there was never known 
a Wiſer Inſtitution than that of allowing certain 
Perſons of both Sexes, in large and populous: 
Cities, to cry through the Streets many Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life: It would be endleſs to re- 
count the Conveniencies which our City -en- 
Joys by this uſeful Invention; and particularly: 
Strangers, forced. hither by Buſineſs, who re-. 
ide here but a. ſhort Time: For, theſe having 
uſually but little Money, and being wholly 
ignorant of the Town, might, at an eaſy Price, 
purchaſe a tolerable Dinner, if the ſeveral Criers 
would pronounce the Names of the Goods they 
have to fell, in any tolerable Language. And 


therefore: until our Law-makers ſhall think it 


proper to interpoſe, ſo far, as to make thoſe 
* ; wi „ Traders 
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Traders pronounce their Words in ſuch Terms, 
that a plain. Chriſtian Hearer may comprehend 
what is cryed; I would adviſe all new Comers 
to look out at their Garret Windows, and there 
ſee whether the Thing that is cried. be Tripes, 
or Flummery, Buttermitk, or Cowheels. For, as 
Things are now managed, how is it poſſible for 
an honeſt Countryman, juſt arrived, to find 
out what is meant? For Inſtance, by the fol- 
lowing Words, with which his Ears are con- 
ſtantly ſtunned twice a Day, Muggs, Fuggs, and 
Porringers, up in the Garret, and down in the Cel- 
dar. I fay, how is it poſſible for any Stranger 
to underſtand that this Jargon is meant as an 
Invitation to buy a Farthing's worth of Milk 
for his Breakfaſt or Supper, unleſs his Curioſity 
draws him to the Window, or until his Land- 
lady ſhall inform him? I produce this only as one 
Inſtance, among a Hundred much worſe; I mean 
where the Words make a Sound wholly inarticu- 
late, which give ſo much 1 — and fo lit - 
tle Information. 
Tx Affirmation ſolemnly made in the Cry 
of Herrings, is directly againſt all Truth and 
Probability; Herrings alive, alive bere : The 


very Proverb will convince us of this; for what 


is more frequent in ordinary Speech, than to 
ſay of ſome Neighbour for whom the Paſſing- 
Bell rings, that be iz dead as a Herring. And 
Pray, how is it poſſible, that a Herring, which, 

as Philoſophers obſerve, cannot live longer than 
one Minute, Three Seconds and a Halt out of 
Water, ſhould bear a Voyage in open Boats 
from Howth to Dublin, — toſſed into Twenty 
Hands, and preſerve its Life in Sives for ſeve- 
ral Hours? Nay, we have Wänden ready to 
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produce, that many Thouſands of theſe Her- 
rings, ſo impudently aſſerted to be alive, have 
been a Day and a Night upon dry Land. Bur 
this is not the worſt. What can we think of 
thoſe impious Wretches, who dare in the Face of 
the Sun, vouch the very ſame Affirmative of their 
Salmon; and cry, Salmon alive, alive; whereas, 
if you call the Woman who crys it, the is not 


aſhamed to turn back her Mantle, and ſhew you 


this individual Salmon cut into a Dozen Pieces. 
I have given good Advice to theſe infamous Diſ- 
gracers of their Sex and Calling, without the 
leaſt Appearance of Remorſe ; and fully againſt 
the Conviction of their own Conſciences. 1 1 
mentioned this Grievance to ſeveral of our Pa- 
riſh Miniſters; but all in vain: So that it muſt 
continue until the Government ſhall think fit to 
interpoſe. 

THERE 1s another Cry, which, from the ſtrict- 
eſt Obſervation I can make, appears to be very 
modern, and it is that of * Sweet-hearts ; and is 
plainly intended for a Refleftion upon the Fe- 
male Sex ; as if there were at preſent ſo great a 

Dearth of Lovers, that the Women, inſtead of 
receiving Preſents from Men, were now forced 
to offer Money to purchaſe Stweet-bearts. Nei- 
ther am I ſure, that this Cry doth not glance at 
ſome Diſaffection againſt the Government; in- 
ſinuating, that while ſo many of our Troops 
are engaged in foreign Service; and ſuch a great 
Number of our gallant Officers conſtantly re- 
ſide in England; the Ladies are forced to take 
up with Parſons and Attornies: But this is a moſt 
ww Reflection; as may ſoon be proved by 

any 
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any Perſon who -frequents the Caſtle, or publick 
Walks, our Balls and Aſſemblies ; where the 
Crowds of * Toupees were never known to ſwarm 
as they do at preſent. 
THrzRE is a Cry peculiar to this City, which 
I do not remember to have been uſed in London: 
or at leaſt, not in the ſame Terms that it hath 
been practiſed by both Parties, during each of 
their Power; but, very unjuſtly by the Tories. 
While theſe were at the Helm, they grew daily 
more and more impatient to pull all true bigs 
and Hanoverians out of Employments. To ef- 
fect which, they hired certain ordinary Fellows, 
with large Baskets on their Shoulders, to call a- 
loud at every Houſe, Dirt to carry out; giving 
that Denomination to our whole Party; as if 
they would ſignify, that the Kingdom could 
never be cleanſed, until we were ſwept from the 
Earth like Rubbiſ. But, ſince that happy Turn 
of Times, when we were fo miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved by juſt an Inch, from Popery, Slavery, 
Maſſacre, and the Pretender; I muſt own it Bu. 
dence in us, ſtill to go on with the ſame Cry; 
which hath ever ſince been ſo effectually — a 
ved, that the true political Dirt is wholly removed, 
and thrown on its proper Dunghulls, chere to cor- 
rupt, and be no more heard of. | 1 
Bor, to proceed to other Enormities: Every 
Perſon. who walks in the Streets, muſt needs 
obſerve an immenſe Number. of human Excre- 
ments, at the Doors and Steps of waſte Houſes, 
and at the Sides of every dead Wall; for which 
the diſaffected Party hath aſſigned a very falſe 
1 205 and 
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and malicious Cauſe. They would have it, that 
theſe Heaps were laid there privately by Britiſb 
Fundaments, to make the World believe, that 
our 1riſþ Vulgar do daily eat and drink; and, 
conſequently, that the Clamour of Poverty a- 
mong us, muſt be falſe ; proceeding only from 
Facobites and Papiſts. They would confirm 
this, by pretending to obſerve, that a Britiſh 
Anus being more narrowly perforated than one 
of our own Country; and many of theſe Ex- 
crements, upon a ſtrict View, appearing Cop- 
ple-crowned, with a Point like a Cone or Py- 
ramid, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the Hiber- 
nian, which lie much flatter, and with Jeſs Con- 
tinuity, I communicated this Conjecture to an 
eminent Phyſician, who is well verſed in ſuch 
profound Speculations ; and at my requeſt was 
pleaſed to make Trial with each of his Fingers, 
by thruſting them into the Anus of ſeveral Per- 
fons of both Nations ; and profeſſed he could 
find no ſuch Difference between them as thofe 
3 People alledge. On the contrary, 
he aſſured me, that much the greater Number 
of narrow Cavites were of Hibernian Origin. 
This I only mention to ſhew how ready the 
Jacobites are to lay hold of any Handle to ex- 
preſs their Malice againſt the Government. I 
had almoſt forgot to add, that my Friend the 
Phyſician could, by ſmelling each Finger, di- 
ſtinguiſn the Hibernian Excrement from the 
Britiſh ; and was not above twice miſtaken in 
an Hundred Experiments; upon which he in- 
tends very ſoon to publiſh a learned Diſſerta- 
tion. | | | | 
Tux is a Diverſion in this City, which 
uſually begins among the Butchers ; but is often 
continued by a Succeſſion of other People, 
ws through 
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through many Streets, It is called the COS- 
SING of a Dog: And I may juſtly number it 
among our Corruptions. The Ceremony is 
thus : A ſtrange Dog happens to paſs through 
a Fleſh- Market: Whereupon an expert Butcher 
immediately cries in a loud Voice, and the pro- 
per Tone, Coß, Coſs, ſeveral Times: The ſame 
Word is repeated by the People. The Dog, 
who perfectly underſtands the Term of Art, 
and conſequently the Danger he is in, imme- 
diately flies. The People, and even his own 
Brother Animals, purſue + The Purſuit and Cry 
attend him perhaps half a Mile; he is well worried 
in his F 2 and ſometimes hardly eſcapes. 
This, our ill-Wiſhers of the Facobite Kind, are 
pleaſed to call a Perſeontion z and affirm, that it 
always falls upon Dogs of the Tory Princi« 
le. But, we can well defend ourſelves, by 
juſtly alledging, that, when they were upper. 
moſt, they treated our Dogs full as inhumane- 
ly : As to my own Part, who have in former 
times often attended theſe Proceſſions; although 
I can very well diſtinguiſh between a Whig and 
a Tory Dog; yet I never carried my Reſent- 
ments very far upon a Party Principle, except it 
were againſt certain malicious Dogs, who moſt 
diſcovered their Enmity againſt us in the worſt 
of Times. And, I remember too well, that in 
the wicked Miniſtry of the Earl of Oxford, a 
large Maſtiff of our Party being unmercifully 
coſſed, ran, without thinking, between my Legs, 
as I was coming up Fiſhamble-ftreet ; and, as 
am of low Stature, with very ſhort Legs, 
bore me riding backwards down the Hill, for 
above two Hundred Vards: And, although. I 
made uſe of his Tail for a Bridle, holding it 
faſt with both my Hands, and clung my Legs 
as 
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as cloſe to his Sides as I could, yet we both 
came down together into the Middle of the 
Kennel ; where after rolling three or four times 
over each other, I got up with much ado, a- 
midft the Shouts. and Huzza's of a thouſand ma- 
licious Facobites: I cannot indeed, but gratefully 
acknowledge, that for this and many other Ser- 
vices and Sufferings, I have been ſince more than 
over-paid. 

Tris Adventure may, perhaps, have put me 
out of Love with the Diverſion of Caſing; 
which I confeſs my ſﬆf an Enemy to; unleſs 
we could always be ſure of diſtinguiſhing Tory 
Dogs; whereof great Numbers have ſince been ſo 
prudent, as entirely to change their Principles 3 
and are now juſtly eſteemed the beſt Worriers 
of their former Friends. 

I am aſſured, and partly know, that all the 
Chimney-Sweepers Boys, where Members of 
P t chiefly lodge, are hired by our Ene- 
mies to ſculk in the Tops of Chimnies, with 
their Heads no higher than would juſt permit 
them to look round ; and, at the uſual Hours, 
when Members are going to the Houſe, if they 
fee a Coach ſtand near the Lodging of any loyal 
Member, they call Coach, Coach, as loud as 
they can bawl, juſt at the Inſtant when the 
Footman begins to give the ſame Call. And 
this is chiefly done on thoſe Days, when any 
Point of Importance is to be debated. This 
Practice may be of very dangerous Conſe- 
quence. For, theſe Boys are all hired by Ene- 
mies to the Government : And thus, by the Ab- 
ſence of a few Members for a few Minutes, a 
Queſtion may be carried againſt the true Intereſt 
of the Kingdom; and, very probably not with- 
out an Eye towards the Pretender, 


I nave 
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I rave not obſerved the Wit and Fancy of 
this Town, ſo much employed in any one Ar- 
ticle as that of contriving Variety of Signs to 
hang over Houſes, where Punch is to be ſold. 
The Bowl is preſented full of Punch; the La- 
dle ſtands erect in the Middle; ſupported ſome- 
times by one, -and ſometimes by two Animals, 
whoſe Feet reſt upon the Edge of the Bowl. 
Theſe Animals are ſometimes one black Lion, 
and ſometimes a couple; ſometimes a ſingle 
Eagle, and ſometimes a ſpread One; and we of- 
ten meet a Crow, a Swan, a Bear, or a Cock, in 
the ſame Poſture. we | 

Now, I cannot find how any of theſe Ani- 
mals either ſeparate or in Conjunction, are, 
properly ſpeaking, fit Emblems, or Embelliſh- 
ments, to advance the Sale of Punch. Beſides, 
it is agreed among Naturaliſts, that no Brute 
can endure the Taſte of ſtrong Liquor; except 
where he hath 'been uſed to it from his Infan- 
cy: And conſequently, it is againſt all the Rules 
of Hieroglyph, to aſſign thoſe Animals as Patrons, 
or Protectors of Punch. For, in that Caſe, we 
ought to ſuppoſe that the Hoſt keeps always 
ready the real Bird, or Beaſt, whereof the Pic- 
ture hangs over his Door, to entertain his 
Gueſts ; which, however, to my Knowledge, 


is not true in Fact. Not one of thoſe Birds be- 


ing a proper Companion for a Chriſtian, as to 
aiding and aſſiſting in making the Punch. For, 
as they are drawn upon the Sign, they are much 
more likely to. mute, or ſhed their Feathers in- 
to the Liquor. Then as to the Bear, he is 
too terrible, aukward, and ſlovenly a Compa- 
nion to converſe with; neither are any of them 
all handy enough to fill Liquor to the Compa- 

ny : I do, therefore, vehemently ſuſpect a Plot 
in- 
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intended againſt the Government, by theſe De- 
vices. For, although the Spread-Eagle be the 
Arms of Germany, upon which Account it may 
poſſibly be a lawful Proteſtant Sign; yet I, who 
am very ſuſpicious of fair Out-ſides, in a Mat- 
ter which ſo nearly concerns our Welfare; can- 
not but call to Mind, that the Pretender's Wife 
is ſaid to be of German Birth; and that many 
Popiſh Princes, in ſo vaſt an Extent of Land, 
are reported to excel both at making and drink- 
ing Punch. Beſides, it 1s plain, that the Spread- 
Eagle exhibits to us the perfect Figure of a Croſs, 
which is a Badge of Popery. Then, as to the 
Cock, he is well known to repreſent the French 
Nation, our old and dangerous Enemy. The 
Swan, who muſt of Neceſſity cover the entire 
Bowl with his Wings, can be no other than the 
Spaniard, who endeavours to engroſs all the Trea- 
ſures of the Indies to himſelf. The Lion is in- 
deed the common Emblem of Royal Power, as 
well as the Arms of England: But, to paint him 
black, is perfect Jacobitiſm; and a manifeſt Type 
of thoſe who blacken the Actions of the beſt 
Princes. It is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh- whether 
that other Fowl painted over the Punch-Bow!l be 
a Crow or a Raven? It is true, they have both 
been held ominous Birds: But I rather take it 
to be the former; becauſe it is the Diſpoſition 
of a Crow, to pick out the Eyes of other Crea- 
tures ; and often even of Chriſtians, after they are 
dead ; and 1s therefore drawn here, with a De- 
ſign to put the Facobites in mind of their old 
Practice; firſt, to lull us aſleep, (which is an 
Emblem of Death) and then to blind our Eyes, 
that we may not ſee their dangerous Practices a- 
gainſt the State. N = 
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To ſpeak my private Opinion; the leaſt of- 
fenſive Picture in the whole Sett, ſeems to be 
the Bear; becauſe he repreſents Urſa Major, or 
the Great Bear, who preſides over the North ; 
where the Reformation firſt began; and which, 
next to Britain, (including Scotland and the North 
of Ireland) is the great Protector of the true 
Prote ſtant Religion. But, however, in thoſe 
Signs where I obſerve the Bear to be chained, 1 
cannot help ſurmiſing a Facobite Contrivance ; 
by which, theſe Traytors hint an earneſt De- 


ſire of uling all true Whigs, as their Predeceſ- 


ſors did the Primitive Chriſtians : I mean, to 
repreſent us as Bears, and then halloo their To- 
ry-Dogs to bait us to Death. | 
Tuvs 1 have given a fair Account of what I 
diſlike, in all the Signs ſet over thoſe Houſes 
that invite us to Punch. I own it was a Mat- 
ter that did not need explaining ; being ſo very 
obvious to common Underſtanding : Yet, 1 
know not how it happens, but methinks there 
ſeems a fatal Blindneſs, to overſpread our cor- 
poral Eyes, as well as our Intellectual; and I 
heartily wiſh, I may be found a falſe Prophet. 
For theſe are not bare Suſpicions, but manifeſt 
Demonſtrations. 

THEREFORE, away with theſe Popiſ Ja- 
cobite, and idolatrous Gew-gaws. And 1 hearti- 
ly wiſh a Law were enacted, under ſevere Pe- 


nalties, againſt drinking any Punch at all: For, 


nothing is eaſier, than to prove it a diſaffected 


Liquor. The chief Ingredients, which are Bran- 


ay, Oranges, and Lemons, are all ſent us from 
Popiſh Countries ; and nothing remains of Pro- 
teſtant Growth, but Sugar and Water. For, as 
to Biſcuit, which formerly was held a neceſſary 
Ingredient, and is truly — we find it is en- 
tirely rejected. Bur 
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Bur, I will put the Truth of my Aſſertion 
paſt all Doubt: I mean, that this Liquor is by 
one important Innovation, grown of ill Exam- 
ple, and dangerous Conſequence to the Pub- 
lick. It is well known, that, by the true ori- 
"=o Inſtitution of making Punch, left us by 
Captain Ratcliff, the Sharpneſs is only occaſi- 
oned by the Juice of Lemons ; and fo continued 
till after the happy Revolution. Oranges, alas 
are a meer Innovation, and, in a manner, of but 
Yeſterday. It was the Politicks of Facobites to 
introduce them gradually. And to what In- 
tent? The Thing ſpeaks itſelf, It was cun- 


ningly to ſhew their Virulence againſt his fa- 


cred Majeſty King William, of ever glorious and 
immortal Memory. Bur of late (to ſhew how faſt 
Diſloyalty increaſeth) they came from one to 
two, and then to three Oranges; nay, at pre- 


ſent we often find Punch made all with Oran- 


ges; and not one ſingle Lemon. For the Jaco- 


bites, before the Death of that immortal Prince, 


had, by a Superſtition, formed a private Prayer; 


that, as they /queezed the Orange, ſo might that 


Proteſtant King be ſqueezed to Death : Accord- 


ing to the known Sorcery deſcribed by Virgil; 
Limus ut hic dureſcit, & hac ut cera liqueſcit, &c. 
And thus the Romans, when they {ſacrificed an 
Ox, uſed this kind of Prayer: As I knock down 
this Ox, ſo may thou, O Jupiter, knceck down our 


Enemies, In like manner, after King William's 
Death, whenever a Facobite ſqueezed an Orange, 


he had a mental Curſe upon the glorious Memory ; 
and a hearty Wiſh for Power to /queezz all his 
Majeſty's Friends to Death, as he ſqueezed that 
Orange, which bore one of his Titles, as he was 
Prince of Orange. This I do affirm for Truth; 
many of that Faction having confeſſed ir to me, 

Vol., IV. Y under 
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under an _ Oath of Secrecy ; which, however, I 
thought it my Duty not to keep, when 1 faw 
my dear Country in Danger. But, what bet- 
ter can be expected from an impious Set of Men, 
who never ſcruple to drink Conrustow to all 
true Proteſtants, under the Name of Whigs? A 
moſt unchriſtian and inhuman Practice; which, 
to our great Honour and Comfort, was never charg- 
ed upon us, even by our moſt malicicus Detrafors. 
Tux Sign of two Angels, hovering in the 
Air, and wich their right Hands, ſupporting a 
Crown, is met with in ſeveral Parts of this Ci- 


ty ; and hath often given me great Offence : 


For, whether by the Unskilfulneſs, or dange- 


Tous Principles of the Painters, (although I have 


good Reaſons to ſuſpect the latter) thoſe Angels 
are . uſually drawn with ſuch horrid, or indeed, 
rather diabolical Countenances, that they give great 
Offence to every loyal Eye; and equal Cauſe 
of Triumph to the Facobrtes ; being a moſt in- 

1 Now return to that great Enormity of City 
Cries; moſt of which we have borrowed from 
London. I ſhall conſider them only in a political 
View, as they nearly affect the Peace and Safe- 


famous Reflection upon our able and excellent Mi- 


ty of both Kingdoms. And having been ori- 


ginally contrived by wicked Machiavels, to 


bring in Popery, Slavery, and arbitrary Power, 


by defeating the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and in- 


troducing the Pretender; ought, in Juſtice, to 


be here laid open to the World. 


ABouT two or three Months after the hap- 


py Revolution, all Perſons who poſſeſt any Em- 


ployment, or Office, in Church or State, were 
. obliged, by an Act, of Parliament, to take | the 


Oaths to King William and Queen Mary: And 
CO. Y 0 BOL | a great 
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a great Number of diſaffected Perſons, refuſing 
to take the ſaid Oaths, from a pretended Scru- 
ple of Conſcience, but really from a Spirit of 
Popery and Rebellion, they contrived a Plot, to 
make the Swearing to thoſe Princes odious in 
the Eyes of the People. To this End, they 
hired certain Women of ill Fame, but loud 
ſhrill Voices, under Pretence of felling Fiſh, 
to go through the Streets, with Sicves on their 
Heads, and cry, Buy my Soul, buy my Soul 
plainly inſinuating, that all thoſe, who ſwore to 
King William, were juſt ready to fell their Souls 
for an Employment. This Cry was revived at 
the Death of Queen Anne, and J hear ſtill con- 


tinues in London, with much Offence to all true 


Proteſtants ; but, to our great Happineſs, ſeems to 
be almoſt dropt in Dublin. 


Bur, becauſe I altogether contemn the Diſ- 


pleaſure, and Reſentment of High-flyers, Tories, 


and Facobites, whom I look upon to be worſe 


even than profeſt Papiſts; I do here declare that 
thoſe Evils which I am going to mention, were 


all brought upon us in the * worſt of Times, un- 


der the late Earl of Oxford's Adminiſtration, 


during the four laſt Years of Queen Annes Reign. 
That wicked Miniſter was univerſally known to be a 
Papiſt in his Heart. He was of a moſt avaricious 
Nature, and is ſaid to have died worth four Mil- 
lions ſterl. beſides his vaſt Expences in Buildings, 
Statues, Plate, Jewels, and other coſtly Rarities. 
He was of a mean obſcure Birth, from the v 

Dregs of the People; and ſo illiterate, that be could 


hardly read a Paper at the Council-Table, I for- 


_ — . 


* 4 Cant Word uſed by Whigs for the four laft Years. of 
Lueen Anne's Reign, during the Earl of Oxford's Miniſtry ; 


—_ C harater bere is an exat? Reverſe in every particular. 
Sv bear 
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bear to touch at his open, profane, profiigate Life; 
becauſe I deſire not to rake into the Aſhes of the 


Dead; and therefore 1 ſhall obſerve this wiſe Max- 


im: De mortuis nil niſi bonum. 9 

Tris flagitious Man in order to compaſs his 
black Deſigns, employed certain wicked In- 
ſtruments ( which great Stateſmen are never 
without) to adapt ſeveral London Cries in ſuch 


a Manner as would beſt anſwer his Ends. And, 


whereas it was upon good Grounds, grievouſ- 
ly ſuſpected. that all Places at Court were fold 
to the higheſt Bidder : Certain Women were 
employed by his Emiſſaries, to carry Fiſb in 
Baskets on their Heads, and baw] through the 
Streets, Buy my freſs Places. I muſt, indeed, 
own, that other Women uſed the ſame Cry, 
who were innocent of this wicked Deſign, and 
really fold their Fiſh of that Denomination, to 
get an honeſt Livelyhood 2 But the reſt, who 
were in the Secret, although they carried Fiſh 
in their Sieves or Baskets, to fave Appearances, 
yet they had likewiſe a certain Sign, ſomewhat 
_ reſembling that of the Free-Maſons, which the 
Purchaſers of Places knew well enough, and 
were directed by the Women whither they were 
to reſort, and make their Purchaſe. And, I 
remember very well, how oddly it looked, 
when we obſerved many Gentlemen finely dreſ- 
ſed, about the Court-End of the Town, and as 
far as Tork-Buildings, where the Lord-Treafurer 
Oxford dwelt ; calling the Women who cried, 
Buy my freſh Places, and talking to them in the 
Corner of a Street, until they underſtood each 
other's Sign. But we never could obſerve that 
T _ Jv RL 

Some Years before the Cries laſt mentioned, 
the Duke of Sayoy was reported to have made 
* : Ce- 
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certain Overtures to the Court of England, for 
admitting his eldeſt Son, by the Dutcheſs of 
Orleans's Daughter, to ſucceed to the Crown, 
as next Heir upon the Pretender*s being rejec- 
ted ; and that Son was immediately to turn Pro- 
teftant. It was. confidently reported, that great 
Numbers of People diſaffected to the then I- 
luſtrious, but now Royal Houſe of Hanover, were 
in thoſe Meaſures, Whereupon another Set of 
Women were hired by the Jacobite Leaders, to 
cry through the whole Town, Buy my Savoys, 
dainty Savoys, curious Savoys. But, I cannot 
directly charge the late Earl of Oxford with this 
Conſpiracy, becauſe he was not then Chief Mi- 
, niſter. However, this wicked Cry ſtill conti- 


z nues in Lond:n, and was brought over hither; 
1 where it remains to, this Day; and is, in my 
4 humble Opinion, a very offenſive Sound to. 
% every true Proteſtant, who. is old enough to re- 
n member thoſe dangerous Times. g 

5 Dounxix the Miniſtry of that corrupt and 
. Facobite Earl above-mentioned, the ſecret per- 
4 nicious Deſign of thoſe in Power, was to (ell; 
G Flanders. to France: the Conſequence of which 
* muſt have been the infallible Ruin of the States- 
1 General, and would have opened the Way for 
1 France to obtain that univerſal Monarchy, they 
{- have ſo long aimed at; to which the Britifh 
- Dominions muſt- next, after Holland, have been 


4 compelled to ſubmit. Whereby the Proteſtant. 
- Religion would be rooted out of the World, 

de A Desr6n of this vaſt Importance, after Jong 

ch Conſultation among the Jacobite Grandees, with 


at |} the Earl of Oxford at their Head; was at laſt 
. determined to be carried on by the ſame Me- 
d, | thod with the former: It was therefore again 
4 put in Practice; but the Conduct of it was chiefly 
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left to choſen Men, whoſe Voices were lou- 
der and ſtronger. than thoſe of the other Sex. 
And, upon this Occaſion, was firſt inſtituted in 
London, that famous Cry of FLounptrs. But 
the Cryers were particularly directed to pro- 
nounce the Word Flaunders, and not Flounders. 
For, the Country which we now by Corrup- 
tion call Flanders, is in its true Orthography ſpelt 
Flaunders, as may be obvious to all who read 
old Engliſh Books. I ſay, from hence begun 
thit thundring Cry, which hath ever ſince ſtun- 
ned the Ears of all London, made fo many Chil- 
dren fall into Fits, and Women miſcarry ; Come 
buy my freſh Flaunders, curious Flaunders, char- 
ming Flaunders, alive, alive, bo; which laſt 
Words, can with no Propriety of Speech, be ap- 
plied to Fiſh manifeſtly dead (as I obſerved before 
in Herrings and Salmon) but very juſtly to ten Pro- 
vinces containing many Millions of living Chri- 
ſtians. But the Application is. ſtill cloſer, when 
we conſider, that all the People were to be 
taken like Fiſhes in a Net; and, by Aſſiſtance 
of the Pope, who ſets up to be the univerſal 
Fiſher of Men, the whole innocent Nation was, 
according to our common Expreſſion, to be 
laid as flat as a Flounder. 5 
I REMEMBER my ſelf, a particular Cryer of 
Flounders in London, who arrived at ſo much 
Fame for the Loudneſs of his Voice, as to have 
the Honour of being mentioned upon that Ac- 
count, in a Comedy. He hath diſturbed me 
many a Morning before he came within Fifty 
Doors of my Lodging: And, although I were 
not, in thoſe Days, ſo fully apprized of the De- 
figns, which our common Enemy had * 
| : ee ; | fly 
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Agitation; yet, I know not how, by a ſecrer 
Impulſe, young as I was, I could not forbear 
conceiving a ſtrong Diſlike againſt the Fellow; 
and often ſaid to my ſelf, this Cry ſeems to be 
forged in the PFe/uit School: Alas poor Eng- 


land! I am grievouſly miſtaken, if there be not ſome. © 


Popiſh Plot at the Bottom. I communicated my 
Thoughts to an intimate Friend, who reproach-' 
ed me with being too viſionary in my Specu- 
lations. Bur, it proved afterwards, that I con- 


jectured right. And I have ſince reflected, that 


if the wicked Faction could have procured on- 
ly a Thoufand Men, of as ſtrong Lungs as the 
Fellow- I mentioned, no one can tell how terrible 
the Conſequences might have been, not only 
to. theſe two Kingdoms, but all over Europe, by 
ſelling Flangers to France. And yet theſe Cries 
continue unpuniſhed, both in London and Dub- 
lin; although, I confeſs, not with equal Ve- 
hemency or Loudneſs; becauſe the Reaſon for 
contriving this deſperate Plot, is, to our great 
Felicity, wholly ceaſed. | 

IT is well known, that the Majority of the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons, in the laſt Vears of 
Queen Anne's Reign, were in their Hearts di- 
rectly oppoſite to the Earl of Oxford's pernici- 
ous Meaſures 3 which put him under the Ne- 
ceſſity of bribing them with Salaries. Where- 
upon he had again Recourſe to his old Poli- 
ticks. And accordingly, his. Emiſſaries were 
very: buſy in employing certain artful Women, 


of no good Life or Converſation, (as it was ful- 
ly proved before Juſtice * Peyton) to cry that 
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Vegetable commonly called Sollary, through 


the Town. Theſe Women differed from the 


common Cryers of that Herb, by ſome private 
Mark which I could never learn ; but the Mat- 
ter was notorious enough, and ſufficiently talk- 
ed of; and about the ſame Period was the Cry 
of Sollary brought over into this Kingdom. But 
ſince, there is not, at this preſent, the leaſt Oc- 
caſion to ſuſpect the Loyalty of our Cryers up- 
on that Article, I am content that it may ſtill be 
tolerated. 

I $HaLL mention but one Cry more, which 
hath any Reference to Politicks; but is, in- 
deed, of all others, the moſt inſolent, as well 
as treaſonable, under our preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment. I mean that of Jurnups; not of 
Turnips, according to the beſt Orthography, but 
abſolutely Turnups. Although this Cry be of an 
older Date than ſome of the preceding Enormi- 
ties; for it began ſoon after the Revolution; 
yet it was never known to arrive at ſo great an 
Height, as during the Earl of Oxford's Power. 
Some People, (whom I take to be private Ene- 


mies) are, indeed, as ready as my ſelf to profeſs 


their Diſapprobation of this Cry, on Pretence 
that it began by the Contrivance of certain old 
Procureſſes, who kept Houſes of ill Fame, where 
lewd Women met to draw young Men into 
Vice. And this they pretend to prove by ſome 
Words in the Cry ; becauſe, after the Cryer 
had bawled out Turnups, bo, buy my dainty 
Turnups, he would ſometimes add the two follow- 


ing Verſes. 


Turn up the Miſtreſs, and turn up the Maid, - 
Ana turn up the Daughter, and be not afraid. 


Tris, 
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T is, ſay ſome political Sophiſts, plainly 
ſhews, that there can be nothing further meant 
in ſo infamous a Cry, than an Invitation to 
Lewdneſs; which, indeed, ought to be ſe- 
verely puniſhed in all well regulated Govern- 
ments; yet cannot be fairly interpreted as a Crime 
of State. But, I hope, we are not ſo weak and 
blind to be deluded at this Time of Day, with 
ſuch poor Evaſions. I could, if it were pro- 
per, demonſtrate the very Time when thoſe two 
Verſes were compoſed, and name the Author, 
who was no other than the famous Mr. Swan, 
ſo well known for his Talent at Quibbling 3 
and was as virulent a Facobite as any in England. 
Neither could he deny the Fact, when he was 
taxed for it in my Preſence, by Sir Harry Dut- 
ton-Colt, and Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna 
Coffee-Houſe, on the 1oth of June 1710. Thus 
it appears to a Demonſtration, that thoſe Ver- 
ſes were only a Blind to conceal the moſt dan- 
gerous Deſigns of the Party; who, from the 
firſt Years after the happy Revolution, uſed a 
Cant-way of talking in their Clubs, after this 
Manner : We hope to ſee the Cards ſhuffled once 
more, and another King Tuxnue Trump: And, 
when ſhall we meet cver a Diſh of TURN UPS 
The ſame Term of Art was uſed in their Plots 
againſt the Government, and in their treaſona- 
ble Letters writ in Cyphers, and decyphered 
by the famous Dr. Wallis, as you may read in 
the Tryals of thoſe Times. This I thought fit 
to ſet forth at large, and in fo clear a Light; 
becauſe the Scotch and French Authors have given 
a very different Account of the Word TuR x- 
vp; but whether out of Ignorance or Partiali- 
ty, I ſhall not decree 3; becauſe I am ſure the 
Reader is convinced by my Diſcovery. It 1s 
ERS to 
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to be obſerved, that this Cry was ſung in a par- 
ticular Manner, by Fellows in Difguiſe, to give 
Notice where thoſe Traytors were to meet, in 
order to concert their villainous Deſigns. 

_ . I nave no more to add upon this Article, 
than an humble Propoſal, that thoſe who cry 
this Root at prefent in our Streets of Dublin, 
may be compelled by the Juſtices of the Peace, 
to pronounce Turnip, and not Turnup ; for, I am 
afraid, we have ſtill too many Snakes in our Bo- 
ſom ; and it would be well if their Cellars were 
ſometimes ſearched, when the Owners leaſt expect 
it; for I am not out of Fear, that latet anguis in 
— 1 

Tu us we are zealous in Matters of ſmall Mo- 
ment, while we neglect thoſe of the higheſt Im- 
portance. I have already made it manifeft, that 
all theſe Cries were contrived in the worſt of 
Times, under the Miniſtry of that deſperate Stateſ- 
man, Robert late Earl of Oxford; and for that 
very Reaſon, ought to be rejected with Horror, 
as begun in the Reign of Facabites, and may well 
be numbered among the Rags of Popery and Trea- 
fon : Or, if it be thought proper, that theſe Cries 
muſt continue, ſurely they ought to be only truſted 
in the Hands of true Proteſtants, who have given 
Security to the Government, | 


N. B. In the following Ditourk, the AuTHoR 
Perſonates a Country Gentleman in the North of 
IRELAND. And this LeTTER ts ſuppoſed 
as directed to the DR 4 PIER. | 


| Having on the 12th of October 14 received a 
LETTER, figned Andrew Dealer, and Pa- 
trick Pennyleſs ; 1 believe the following PAPER, 
Juſt come to my Hands, will be a ſufficient An- 
ſewer to it. 
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Sic vos, non vobis wellera fertis oves. 
Written in the Lear 1728. 


AM a Country Gentleman, and a 
Member of Parliament, with an E- 
ſtate of about 14007. a Lear; which 
asa Northern Landlord, I receive from 
above two Hundred Tenants : And 
my Lands. having been lett near Twenty 
Years ago, the Rents, until very lately, were 


eſteemed not to be above Half Value; yet by 
the 
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the intolerable Scarcity of Silver, I lye under 
the greateſt Difficulties in receiving them; as 
well as in paying my Labourers ; or buying any 
Thing neceſſary for my Family from Tradeſmen, 
who are not able to be long out of their Money. 
But the Sufferings of me, and thoſe of my 
Rank, are Trifles in Compariſon of what the 
meaner Sort undergo; ſuch as the Buyers and 
Sellers, at Fairs and Markets ; the Shopkeepers in 
every Town ; the Farmers in general; all thoſe 
who travel with Fi, Poultry, Pedlary-Ware ; 
and other Conveniencies to fell ; but more e- 
ſpecially Handicrafiſmen, who work for us by 
the Day; and common Labourers whom I have 
already mentioned. Both theſe Kind of People 
I am forced to employ until their Wages a- 
mount to a Double Piſtole, or a Moidore, (for we 
hardly have any Gold of lower Value left ws) to 
divide it among themſelves as they can: And 
this is generally done at an Ae-houſe, or Brandy" 
op; where, befides the Coſt of getting drunk, 
(which is uſually the Caſe) they muſt pay Ter 

Pence or a Shilling, for changing their Piece into 
Silver, to ſome Huckſtering bellow, who follows 
that Trade, But what is infinitely worſe, thoſe 
poor Men, for want of due Payment, are forced 
to take up their Oat- meal, and other Neceſſaries 
of Life, at almoſt double Value; and, conſe- 
quently are not able to diſcharge Half their Score; 
eſpecially under the Scarceneſs of Corn, for two 
Years paſt ; and the nnn, Diſappointment 
of the preſent Crop 

TRE Cauſes of this, and a Thouſand other 
Evils, are elear and manifeſt to you, and all 
think ing Men; although hidden from the Vul- 
gar : Theſe indeed complain ef hard Times, urs 

Dear 
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Dearth of Corn, the Want of Money, the Bad- 
neſs of Seaſons ; that their Goods bear no Price, 
and the Poor cannot find Work; but their 
weak Reaſonings never carry them to the Ha- 
tred and Contempt born us by our Neighbours 
and Brethren, without the leaſt Grounds of Pro- 
vocation; who rejoice at our Sufferings, al- 
though ſometimes to their own Diſadvantage, 
they conſider not the dead Weight upon every 
beneficial Branch of our Trade; that Half our 
Revenues are annually ſent to England : with 
many other Grievances peculiar to this unhap- 
py Kingdom; which keep us from enjoying 
the common Benefits of Mankind; as you and 
ſome other Lovers of their Country have ſo often 
obſerved, with ſuch good Inclinations, and fo lit- 
tle Effect. 

IT is true indeed, that under our Circum- 
ſtances in general; this Complaint for the Want 
of Silver, may appear as ridiculous, - as for a 
Man to be impatient about a cut Finger, when 
he is ftruck with the Plague: And yet a poor 
Fellow going to the Gallows, may be allowed 
to feel the Smart of Yaſps while he is upon Ty- 

burn Road. This Misfortune is ſo urging, and 
vexatious in every Kind of ſmall Traffick ; and 
ſo hourly preſſing upon all Perſons in the Coun- 
try whatſoever; that a Hundred Inconvenien- 
cies, of perhaps great Moment in themſelves, 
have been tamely ſubmitted to, with far leſs 
Diſquietude and Murmurs. And the Caſe ſeems 
yet the harder; if it be true, what many skilful 
Men aſſert, that nothing is more eaſy than a Re- 
medy; and, that the Want of Silver, in Pro- 
portion to the little Gold remaining among us, 
is altogether as unneceſſary, as it is inconveni- 

ent. 
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ent. A Perſon of Diſtinction aſſured me very 
lately, that, in diſcourſing with the * Lord 
Lieutenant, before his laſt Return to England ; 
his Excellency ſaid, He had preſſed the Matter often, 
in proper Time and Place, and to proper Perſons ; 
and could not fee any Difficulty of the leaſt Moment, 
that could prevent us from being made eaſy upon 
this Article. 15 
WRHOEVER carries to England Twenty Seven 
Engliſb Shillings, and brings back one Moidore 
of full Weight, is a Gainer of Nine Pence 
Jriſh: In a Guinea, the Advantage is Three 
Pence; and Two Pence in a Piftole. The Ban- 
KERS, Who are generally Maſters of all our 
Gold and Silver, with this Advantage, have ſent 
over as much of the latter, as come into their 
Hands. The Value of One Thouſand Moidores 
in Silver, would thus amount in clear Profit to 
37. 105. The Shopkeepers, and other Traders, 
who go to London to buy Goods, followed the 
ſame Practice; by which we have been driven in- 
to this inſupportable Diſtreſs. | 
To a common Thinker, it ſhould ſeem, that 
nothing would be more uneaſy, than for the Go- 
verument to redreſs this Evil, at any Time they 
ſhall pleaſe. When the Value of Guineas was 
lowered in England from 215. and 6 d. to only 
21 5, the Conſequences to this Kingdom were 
obvious, and manifeſt to us all: And a ſober 
Man may be allowed at leaſt to wonder, al- 
though he dare not complain, why a new Re- 
gulation of Coin among us, was not then made; 
much more, why it hath never been fince. It 
5 would 


— — — — 


* The Lord Carteret, 
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would ſurely require no very profound Skill in 
Algebra, to reduce the Difference of Nine Pence 
in Thirty Shillings ; or Three Pence in a Guinea, to 
leſs than a Farthing ; and ſo ſmall a Fraction 
could be no Temptation, either to Bankers to 
hazard their Silver at Sea, or Tradeſmen to load 
themſelves with it, in their Journies to England. 
In my humble Opinion, it would be no unſea- 
ſonable Condeſcenſion, if the Government would 
graciouſly pleaſe to ſignify to the poor loyal Pro- 
teſtant Subjects of Treland, either that this miſe- 
rable Want of Silver, is not poſſible to be re- 


medied in any Degree, by the niceſt Skill in 


Arithmetick; or elſe, that it doth not ſtand with 


the good Pleaſure of England, to ſuffer any Sil- 


ver at all among us. In the former Caſe, it 
would be Madneſs to expect Impoſſibilities; and 
in the other, we muſt ſubmit: For, Lives and 
Fortunes are always at the Mercy of the Con- 
QUEROR. TY 
TuE Queſtion hath been often put in printed 
Papers, by the DRAPIER and others, or per- 
haps, by the fame WRITER, under different 
Styles, why this Kingdom ſhould not be per- 
mitted to have a Mint of its own, for the Coin- 


age of Gold, Silver, and Copper ; which is a Power 


exerciled by many Biſhops, and every petty 
Prince in Germany ? But this Queſtion hath ne- 
ver been anſwered; nor the leaſt Application, 
that I have heard of, made to the Crown from 
hence for the Grant of a Publick Mint; altho* 
it ſtands upon Record, that ſeveral Cities and 


Corporations here, had the Liberty of Coining 


Silver. I can ſee no Reaſons, why we alone, of 


all Nations, are thus reſtrained ; but ſuch as 1 


dare not mention : Only thus far, I may * 
that 
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that Ireland is the firſt Imperial Kingdom, ſince 
Nimrod, which ever wanted Power, to Coin their 
own Money. 

I xnow very well, that in England, it is law- 
ful for any Subject to petition either the Prince 
or the Parliament, provided it be done in a du- 
tiful and regular Manner: But what is lawful 
for a Subject of Ireland, I profeſs I cannot de- 
termine : Nor will I undertake, that your Prin- 
ter ſhall not be proſecuted, in a Court of Fuſtice, 
for publiſhing my Viſbes, that a poor Shop- 
keeper might be able to change a Guinea, or a 
Moidore, when a Cuſtomer comes for a Crown's 
Worth of Goods. I have known leſs Crimes 
puniſhed with the utmoſt Severity, under the 
Title of Diſaſfection. And I cannot but approve 
the Wiſdom of the Ancients, who, after Aftrea 
had fled from the Earth, at leaſt took Care to 
provide three upright Judges for Hell, Mens 
Ears, among us, are indeed grown ſo nice, that 
whoever happens to think out of Faſhion, in 
what relates to the Welfare of this Kingdom, 
dare not ſo much as complain of the Tooth-Acb, 
teſt our weak and buſy Dablers in Politicks, 
ſhould be ready to {wear againſt him for Di/- 
affetion. 

TaxzREg was a Method practiſed by Sir Am- 
broſe Crawley, the great Dealer in [ron-works ; 
which I wonder the Gentlemen of our Country, 
under this great Exigency, have not thought 
fit to imitate. In the ſeveral Towns and Vil- 
lages where he dealt, and many Miles round ; 
he gave Notes inſtead of Money, from Two Pence 
to Twenty Sbillings; which paſſed Current in all 
Shops and Markets, as well as in Houſes, where 
Meat or Drink was ſold. I fee no Reaſon, why 
the 
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the like Practice may not be introduced among us, 
with ſome Degree of Succeſs ; or at leaſt may not 
ſerve as a poor Expedient, in this our bleſſed Age 
of Paper; which, as it diſchargeth all our greateſt 
Payments, may be equally uſeful in the ſmaller ; 
and may juſt keep us alive until an Engliſh Act of 
Parliament ſhall forbid it. 

I Have been told, that among ſome of our 
pooreſt American Colonies, upon the Continent, 
the People enjoy the Liberty of cutting the 
little Money among them into Halves and Quar- 
ters, for the Conveniencies of ſmall Traffick. 
How happy ſhould we be in Compariſon of our 
preſent Condition, if the like Privilege: were 
granted to us, of employing the Sheers, for 
want of a Mint, upon our foreign Gold; by clip- 
ping it into Half Crowns and Shillings, and even 
lower Denominations; for Beggars muſt be 
content to live upon Scraps; and, it would 
be our Felicity, that theſe Scraps could never be 
exported to other Countries, while any Thing bet- 
ter was left. 

Ir neither of theſe Projects will avail, I ſee 
nothing left us, but to truck and barter our 
Goods, like the wild Indians, with each other; 
or with our too powerful Neighbours ; only 
with this Diſadvantage on our Side, that the 
Indians enjoy the Product of their own Land ; 
| whereas the better Half of ours is ſent away, 
without ſo much as a Recompence in Bugles or 
Glaſs in return. | 
Tr muſt needs be a very comfortable Circum- 
ſtance, in the preſent Juncture, that ſome Thou- 
ſand Families are gone, or going, or preparing 
to go from hence, and ſettle themſelves in Ame- 


rica, The poorer Sort, for want of Work; 
Vor. IV, the 
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the Farmers, whoſe beneficial Bargains are now 
become a Rack-Rent too hard to be born; and 
thoſe who have any ready Money, or can pur- 
chaſe any, by the Sale of their Goods or Lea- 
ſes; becauſe they find their Fortunes hourly 
_ decaying, that their Goods will bear no Price, 
_ that few or none have any Money to buy the 

Neceſſaries of Life, are haſtening to fol- 
— their departed Neighbours. It is true, 
Corn among us carries a very high Price; but it 
is for the ſame Reaſon, that Rats, and Cats, and 
dead Hes, have been often bought for Gold in a 
Town belieged, | 

{THERE 1s a Perſon of Quality in my Neigh- 
-bourhood, who Twenty Years ago, when he 
was juſt come to Age, being unexperienced, 
and of a generous Temper, let his Lands, even 
as Times went then, at a low Rate to able Te- 
nants, and conſequently by the Riſe of Land 
ſince that Time, —— upon his Eſtate to be 
ſet at Half Value: But Nuinbers of theſe Te- 
nants, or their Deſcendants, are now offering 
to ſell their Leaſes by Cant; even thoſe which 
were for Lives, ſome of them renewable for 
ever, and ſome Fee-Farms, which the Land- 
lord himſelf hath bought in at Half the Price 
they would, have yielded {even Years ago. And 
ſome Leafs let at the ſame Time for Lives, 
have been given up to him, without any Conſide- 
ration at all. 

Tuls is the moſt favourable Face of Things 
at preſent among us; I ſay, among us of the 
North, who are efteemed the only thriving Peo- 
ple of the Kingdom. And how far, and how 


ſoon this Miſery and Deſolation may ſpread, is 
eaſy to foreſee. i R 


Tax 
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TuE vaſt Sums of Money daily carried off, by 
our numerous Adventurers to America, have de- 
prived us of our Gold in theſe * almoſt ag 
much as of our Silver. 

Arp the good Wives who come to our Hou- 
ſes, offer us their Pieces of Linen, upon which 
their whole Dependance lies, for ſo little Profit, 
that it can neither half pay their Rents, nor half 
ſupport their Families. 

IT: is remarkable, that this Enthuſiaſm ſpread 
among our. Northern People, of ſheltering them- 
ſelves in the Continent of America, hath no o- 
ther Foundation, than their preſent inſupport- 


able Condition at Home. I have made all poſ- 


fible Enquiries, to learn what Encouragement | 
our People have met with, by any Intelligence 
from thoſe Plantations, ſufficient to make them 
undertake ſo tedious and hazardous a Voyage, 
in all Seaſons of the Year; and ſo ill accommo- 
dated in their Ships, that many of them have 
died miſerably in their Paſſage ; but could ne- 


ver get one ſatisfactory Anſwer. Some Body, 
they know not who, had written a Letter to 


his Friend or Couſin from thence, inviting him, 
by all Means, to come over; that it was a fine 
fruitful Country, and to be held for ever at a 
Penny an Acre. But the Truth of the Fact is 
this: The Engliſh eſtabliſhed in thoſe Colonies, 
are in great Want of Men to inhabit that Tract 
of Ground, which lies between. them and the 
wild Indians, who are not reduced under their 
Dominion, We read of ſome barbarous Peo- 
ple, whom the Romans placed in their Armies, 
for no other Service than to blunt their Enemies 
Swords, and afterwards, to fill up Trenches 
with their dead Bodies. And, thus our People, 

2 2 who 
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who tranſport themſelves, are ſettled in thoſe 
interjacent Fracts, as a Screen againſt the In- 
ſults of the Savages; and may have as much 
Land as they can clear from the Woods at a 
very reaſonable Rate, if they can afford to pay 
about a Hundred Years Purchaſe, by their La- 
bour. Now, beſides the Fox's Reafons, which 
incline all thoſe who have already ventured thi- 
ther, to repreſent every Thing in a falſe Light, 
as well for juſtifying their own Conduct, as for 
getting Companions in their Miſery : The go- 
verning People in thoſe Plantations, have alſo 
wiſely provided that no Letters ſhall be ſut- 
fered to paſs from thence hither, without being 
firſt viewed by the Council; by which, our 
People here are wholly deceived, in the Opini- 
ons they have of the happy Condition of their 
Friends gone before them. This was acciden- 
tally difcovered ſome Months ago, by an ho- 
neft Man; who, having Tranſported himſelf 
and Family thither, and finding all Things di- 
rectly contrary to his Hope, has the Luck to 
convey a private Note, by a faithful Hand, to 
his Relation here; entreating him not to think of 
ſuch a Voyage, and to diſcourage all his Friends 

from attempting it. | 

FI this, although it be a Truth well known, 
hath produced very little Effet, which is ne 
Manner of Wonder ; for, as it is natural to a 
Man in a Fever to turn often, although without 
any Hope of Eaſe ; or when he is purſued, to 
leap down a Precipice, to avoid an Enemy juſt 
at his Back; ſo, Men in the extremeſt Degrce 
of Miſery and Want, will naturally fly to the 
firſt Appearance of Relief, let it be ever ſo vain 
or viſionary, | | 


You 
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You may obſerve, thar I have very ſuperficial- 
Iy touched the Subject I began with, and with the 
utmoſt Caution : For I know how criminal the 
leaſt Complaint hath been thought, however ſea- 
ſonable, or juſt, or honeſtly intended; which hath 
forced me to offer up my daily Prayers, that it 
may never, at leaſt in my Time, pe interpreted 
by Innuendo's, as a falſe, ſcandalous, ſeditious and 
diſaffected Action, for a Man to roar under an 
acute Fit of the Gut; which, beſides the Loſs 
and the Danger, would be very inconvenient to 
one of my Age ſo ſeverely afflicted with that Di- 
m_—  : 5 

I wisxy you good Succeſs; but I can promiſe 
you little, in an ungrateful Office you have taken 
up, without the leaft View, either to Reputation 
or Profit. Perhaps your Comfort is, that none 
but Villains and Betrayers of their Country, can be 
your Enemies. Upon which, I have little to ſay, 
having not the Honour to be acquainted with ma- 
ny of that Sort; and therefore, as you eaſily 
may believe, am compelled to lead a very retired 
Life, | | | | 


J am Sir, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
A. Nong. 
County of Down, 


Dec. 2, 1728. 
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ä 'HOEVER writes impartially up- 

ll on this Subject, muſt do it not 
only as a mere ſecular Man; but 
2s one who is altogether indiffe- 
rent to any particular Syſtem of 
Chriſtianity, And, I think, in 

whatever Country that Religion predominates, 
there is one certain Form of Worſhip and Ce- 


femony, which is Noked upon as the * 
Fey; N 


=—y 
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ed; and conſequently only the Prieſts of that par- 
ticular Form, are maintained at the publick Charge ; 
and all Civil Employments are beſtowed among 
thoſe who comply (at leaſt outwaxdly) with the 
ſame Eſtabliſhment. 

TH IS Method is ſtrictly obſerved, even by our 
Neighbours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to al- 
low 1 fulleſt Liberty to Conſcience of any 
Chriſtian State; and yet are never known to ad- 
mit any Perſons into Civil Offices, who do not 
conform to the legal Worſhip. As to their Mili- 
tary Men, they are indeed not ſo ſcrupulous; be- 
ing, by the Nature of their Government, under a 
Neceſſity of hiring foreign Troops, of whatever 
Religious Denomination, upon every great Emer- 
gency; and maintaining no ſmall Number in 
Time of Peace. 

T is Caution therefore of making one Eſta- 
bliſhed Faith, ſeems to be univerſal, and found - 
ed upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſons ; the miſtaken, 
or affected Zeal of Obſtinacy, and Enthufiaſm, 
having produced ſuch a Number of horrible de- 
ſtructive Events, throughout all Chri ſtendom. 
For, whoever begins to think the National 
Worſhip is wrong in any 1 a 4 Article of 
Practice or Beliet, will, be ſerious, na- 
turally have a Zeal to make as many Proſelytes 
as he can: And, a Nation may poſlibly have an 
Hundred different Sects with their Leaders ; 5 
every one of which, hath an equal Right to 
plead, that they muſt obey God rather than Man ; 
muſt cry aloud and ſpare not; mult lift up thetr 
Voice like a Trumpet. 

Tais was the very Cale of England, during 


the Fanatick Times. And againſt all this, there 


ſeems. to be no Defence, but that of ſupporting 
Z 4 one 
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one eſtabliſhed Form of Doctrine and Diſcipline z 


leaving the reſt to a bare Liberty of Conſcience 


but without any Maintenance or Encouragement 
from the Publick. 


WAUuERVER this National Religion grows ſo 


corrupt, or is thought to do fo by a very great 
Majority of landed People, jolped to the govern- 
ing Party, whether Prince or Senate, or both; 
it ought to be changed; prdvided the Work 
might be done without Blood or Confuſion. Yet, 
whenever ſuch a Change ſhall be made, ſome 
other Eſtabliſhment muſt ſucceed, although for 
the worſe ; allowing all Deviations that would 
break the Union, to be only tolerated. In this 
| Senſe, thoſe who affirm that every Law, which is 
contrary to the Law of God, is void in its ſelf, 
ſeem to be miſtaken, For, many Laws in Popi/þ 
Kingdoms and States ; many more among the 
Turks; and perhaps not a few in other Countries, 
are directly againſt the Divine Laws; and yet, 
God knows, are very far from being void in the 
executive Part. 

Tuvs, for Inſtance: If the three Eſtates of 
Parliament in England (whereof the Lords Spi- 
ritual, who repreſent the Church, are one) ſhould 
agree, and obtain the Royal Aſſent to aboliſh 
Epiſcopacy ; together with the Liturgy, and 
the whole Frame of the Eugliſo Church, as Bur- 
thenſome, dangerous, and contrary to Holy Scripture ; 
and that Presbytery, Anabaptiſin, Quakeriſm, In- 
dependency, Muggletonianiſm, Browniſm, and Fa- 
miliſm, or any other ſub- divided Sect among us, 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed in its Place; without 
Queſtion, all peaceable Subjects, ought paſ- 
ſively to ſubmit; and the predominant Sect 


muſt become the Religion eſtabliſhed ; the 


Publick 
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Publick maintaining no other Teachers, nor ad- 
mitting any Perſons of a different religious Profeſ- 
ſion, into Civil Offices, at leaſt, if their Intention 
be to preſerve the Nation in Peace. 

SUPPOSING then, that the preſent Syſtem of 
Religion were aboliſhed ; and Presbytery, which 
J find ſtands the faireſt ; with its Synods and Claſ- 
ſes, and all its Forms ih” Ceremonies, eſſential or 
circumſtantial were erected into the National Wor- 
ſhip: Their Teachers, and no others, could have 
any legal Claim to be ſupported at the publick 
Charge, whether by Stipends or Tythes; and only 
the reſt of the ſame Faith to be capable of Civil 
Employments. 

Ir there be any true Reaſoning in what I have 
laid down; it ſhould ſeem, that the Project now 
in Agitation for repealing the 74% Ad, and yet 
leaving the Name of an Eſtabliſhment to the pre- 
ſent National Church, is altogether inconſiſtent; 
and may admit of Conſequences, which thoſe, 
who are the moſt indifferent to any Religion : at all, 
are poſſibly not aware of. 

I PRESUME, Whenever the Teſt ſhall ba re- 
pealed, which obligeth all Men, who enter into 
Office under the Crown, to receive the Sacrament 
according to the Rites of the Church of Ireland ; 
the Way to Employments will immediately be 
left open to all Diſſenters, (except Papiſts) whoſe 
Conſciences can ſuffer them to take the common 
Oaths, in ſuch Caſes preſcribed ; after which, 
they are qualified to fill any Lay Station in this 
Kingdom, from that of Chief Governor, to an 
Exciſe-Man. 

Tus, of the three Judges on each Bench, 
the firſt may be a Presbyterian, the ſecond a Free- 


will Baptiſt, and the third a Churchman 3 the 


Lord 
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Lord Chancellor may be an Independant ; the Re- 
venues may be managed by ſeven Commiſſio- 
ners of as many different Sects; ; and the like of 
all other Employments. Not to mention the 
frang Probability, that the Lawfulneſs of tak- 

ing Oaths may be repealed to the ner: ; 
who. then will ſtand upon as good a Foot for 
Preferment, as any other loyal Subject. It 1s 
obvious to imagine, under ſuch a motly Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs, what a claſhing there will 
be of Intereſts and Inclinations; what Pullings 
and Hawlings backwards and forwards ; what 
a Zeal and Biaſs in each Religioniſt, to advance 


his own Tribe, and depreſs the others. For, I 


ſuppoſe, nothing will be. readier granted, than 
that how indifferent ſoever moſt Men are in 
Faith and Morals; yet, whether out of Arti- 
fice, natural Complexion, or Love of Contra- 
diction, none are more obſtinate in maintaining 
their own Opinions, and worrying all who dif- 
fer from them, than thoſe who publickly ſhew 
the leaſt Senſe, either of Religion or common 
Honeſty. 

As to the latter, Biſhop Burnet tells us, that 
the Presbyterians, in the Fanatick Times, profeſ- 
ſed themſelves to be above Morality ; which, as 
we find in ſome of their Writings, was numbered 
among the beggarly Elements: And accordingly, 
at this Day, no Scruples of Conſcience, with Re- 
gard to Conformity, are in any Trade or Calling, 
inconſiſtent with the greateſt Fraud, Oppreſſion, 
Perjury, or any other Vice. 

Fa is brings to my Memory a Paſſage in Mon- 
taigne, of a common Proſtitute z who, in the 
ſtorming of a Town, when a Soldier came up 
to her Chamber, and offered Violence to her 

Chaſtity, 
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Chaſtity, rather choſe to venture her Neck, by 
leaping out of the Window, than ſuffer a Rape; 
yet ſtill continued her Trade of Lewdneſs, while 
ſhe had any Cuſtomers left. 

cox Ess, that, in my private Judgment, 
an unlimited Permiſſion of all Sects whatſoever 
(except Papiſt ) to enjoy Employments, would 
be. leſs. pernicious to the Publick, than a fair 
Struggle between two Contenders ; becauſe, in 
the former Caſe, ſuch a Jumble of Principles 
might poſſibly have the Effect of contrary Poy- 
ſons mingled together; which a. ſtrong Conſti- 
tution might perhaps be able for ſome Time to 
ſurvive. 
Bor, however, I ſhall take the other, ye 
more probable Suppoſition, that this Battle for 
Employ ments, is to be fought only between 
the Pregbyterians, and thofe of the Church yet 
eſtabliſhed, I ſhall not enter into the Merits 
of either Side, by examining which of the two 
is the better ſpiritual Oeconomy, or which is 
moſt ſuited to our Civil Conſtitution, But the 
Queſtion turns upon this Point? When the 
Presbyterians ſhall have got their Share of Em- 
ployments, (which muſt be one full half, or 
elſe they cannot look upon themſelves as fairly 
dealt with) I ask, whether they ought not by 
their own Principles, and by the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Conſcience, to uſe the utmoſt of their Skill, 
Power, and- Influence, in order to reduce the 
whole Kingdom to an Uniformity in Religion, 
both as to Doctrine and Diſcipline, moſt agree- 
able to the Word of God. Wherein, if they 
can ſucceed without Blood (as under the pre- 
ſent Diſpoſition of Things it is very  poſlible 
they may) it is to be N they will at laſt be 
ſatisfied ; 
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ſatisfied » Only I would warn them of a few 
Difficalties. The firſt is; for compromiſing 
among themſelves, that important Controverſy 
about the Old Light and the New ; which other- 
wiſe may, after this Eſtabliſhment, ſplit them 
as wide as Papiſt and Proteſtant, Whip and Tory, 
or Churchman and Diſſenter; and conſequently 
the Work will be to begin again, For in reli- 
gious Quarrels, it is of little Moment how few 
or {mall the Differences are ; eſpecially when 
the Difpute is only about Power. Thus, the 
zealous Presbyterians in the North, are more alie- 
nated from the eſtabliſhed Clergy, than from 
the Romifh Prieſts ; taxing the former with ido- 
latrous Worſhip, as diſguiſed Papiſts, Cere- 
mony-Mongers, and many other Terms of Art; 
and this for a very powerful Reaſon ; becauſe 
the Clergy ſtand in their Way, which the Po- 
Piſo Prieſts do not. Thus, I am aſſured, that 
the Quarrel between Old and New-Light-Men, 
is managed with more Rage and „ than 
any other Diſpute of the higheſt Importance: 4 
and this, becauſe it ſerves to leſſen or increaſe 
their ſeveral Congregations, from whom they 
receive their Contributions. 
- AnoTHER Difficulty, which may embarraſs 
the Presbyterians after their Eſtabliſhment, will 
be how to adjuſt their Claim of the Kirk's In- 
dependency on the Civil Power, with the Con- 
ſtitution of this Monarchy ; a Point ſo delicate, 
that it hath often filled the Heads of great Pa- 
triots with dangerous Notions of the Church- 
Clergy, without the leaſt Ground of Suſpi- 
cion. 

As to the Presbyterians allowing Liberty of 
Conſcience to thoſe of Epiſcopal Pri . 
when 
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when their own Kirk ſhall be predominant ; 
their Writers are ſo univerſally agreed in the 
Negative, as well as their Practice during Oli- 
vers Reign; that I believe no reaſonable Church- 
man, (who muſt then be a Diſſenter) will expect 
Ic. | 

TI SHALL here take Notice, that in the Di- 
viſion of Employments among the Presbyterians, 
after this approaching Repeal of the Teſt-Act; 
ſuppoſing them in proper Time, to have an 
equal Share, I compute the Odds will be three 
or four to one on their Side, in any further 
Scheme they may have towards making their 
Religion National. For, I reckon, all thoſe 
Gentlemen ſent over from England, whatever 
Religion they profeſs, or have been educated 
in, to be of that Party: Since it is no Mark 
of Prudence, for any Perfons to oppoſe the Cur- 
rent of a Nation, where they are in ſome Sort 
only Sojourners ; unleſs they have it in Directi- 
on. 

Ir there be any Maxim in Politicks, not to 
be controuled, it muſt be the following. That 
thoſe whoſe private Intereſt is united with the 
Intereſt of their Country; ſuppoſing them to 
be of equal Underſtanding with the reſt of their 
Neighbours, will heartily wiſh, that the Na- 
tion ſhould thrive. Out of theſe are indubi- 
tably excepted all Perſons who are ſent from an- 

other Kingdom, to be employed in Places of 
Profit or Power; becauſe they can poſſibly bear 
no Affection to the Place where they ſojourn, 
even for Life; their ſole Buſineſs being to ad- 
vance themſelves, by following the Advice of 
their Principals. I except likewiſe, thoſe Per- 
ſons who are taken into Offices, although Na- 
tives 
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tives of the Land ; becauſe they are greater 
Gainers while they keep their Offices, than they 
could poſſibly be by mending the miſerable Con- 
dition of their Country. 

I eExceeT, Thirdly, all Hopers, wha, be 
ballancing Accounts with themſelves, turn the 
Scale on the ſame Side; becauſe the ſtrong Ex- 
pectation of a good certain Salary, will out- 
weigh the Loſs by bad Rents, recerved out of 
Lands in moneyleſs Times. 

Ir, my Lords, the Biſhops, who, 1 hear, 
are now emloyed in a Scheme for regulating 
the Conduct and Maintenance of the inferior Cler- 
gy; ſhall, in their Wiſdom and Piety, and Love 
of the Church, conſent to this Repeal of the 7%; 
J have not the leaſt Doubt, that the whole Re- 
verend Body will chearfully ſubmit to their ſpi- 
ritual Fathers; of whoſe paternal Tenderneſs for 
their Welfare, they have already found ſo many 
amazing Inſtances. 

I am not, therefore, under the leaſt Concern 
about the Clergy on this Account, They will 
( for ſome Time) be no great Sufferers by this 
Repeal ; becauſe, I cannot recollect, among all 
our Sects, any one that gives Latitude enough 
to take the Oaths required at an Inſtitution, to 
a Church-Living ; and until that Bar ſhall be 
removed, the preſent Epiſcapal Clergy are ſafe 
for two Years. Although it may be thought 
ſomewh:t unequal, that, in the Northern Parts, 
where there may be three Diſſenters to one 
Churchman, the whole Revenue ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed by Him who hath ſo ſmall a Part of the 
Cure. : 

Ir is true, indeed, that this Diſadvantage, 


which the Diſenters at preſent lye under, of F 
| Dil- 


1 
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Diſability to receive Church - Preferments; will 


be eaſily remedied by the Repeal of the Tf. 
For, the Difenting Teachers are under no In- 


capacity of accepting Civil and Military Em- 


Ployments; wherein they agree perfectly with . 
the Popiſh Clerg gy ; among whom, great Cardi- 


nals and Prelates have been Commanders of Ar- 
mies, Chief Miniſters, Knights of many Or- 


ders, Ambaſſadors, Secretaries of State, and in 
moſt high Offices under the Crown; although 
they aſſert the indelible Character, which no Sec- 


taries among us did ever aſſume, But that ma- 


ny, both Presbyterians and ſndependants, Com- 
manders; as well as private Soldiers, were pro- 
feſſed Preachers in the Time of their Dominion, 
is allowed by all. Cremwell himſelf was a 
Preacher; and hath left us one of his Sermons 
in Print, exactly in the ſame Style and Manner 
with thoſe of our modern Presbyterian Teachers: 
So was Colonel Howard, Sir George Downing, 
and ſeveral others whoſe Names are on Record. 
I can, therefore, ſee no Reaſon why a painful 


Presbyterian Teacher, as ſoon as the Teſt ſhall be 


repealed, may not be privileged to hold, along 
with his Spiritual Office and Stipend, a Com- 
miſſion in the Army, or the Civil Lift in Com- 
mendam : For, as I take it, the Church of Eng- 
land is the only Body of Chriſtians, which, in 
Effect, diſqualifies thoſe, who are employed to 
preach its Doctrine, from ſharing in the Civil 
Power, further than as Senators: Yet this was 
a Privilege begun 'in Times of Popery, many 
Hundred Years before the Reformation; and 
woven with the very Inſtitution of our limited 


"Monarchy. 


THERE 1s indeed another Method, wheels 


the Stipends of diſſenting Teachers may de raiſ- 


, ed, 
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ed, and the Farmer much relieved ; if it ſhould 
be thought proper to reward a People ſo deſer- 
ving, and ſo loyal by their Principles. Every 
Biſhop, upon the Vacancy of a Church Living, 
can ſequeſter the Profits for the Uſe of the next 
Incumbent. Upon a Lapſe of half a Year, the 
Donations falls to the Archbiſhop, and after a 
full Year, to the Crown, during Pleaſure. There- 
fore, it would be no Hardſhip for any Clergy- 
man alive, if, in thoſe Parts of Ireland, where 
the Number of Sectaries much exceeds that of 
the Conformiſts, the Profits, when ſequeſtered, 
might be applied to the Support of the diſſent- 
ing Teacher, who hath ſo many Souls to take 
Care of : Whereby the poor Tenants would be 
much relieved in thoſe hard Times, and in a bet- 
ter Condition to pay their Rents. 

Bur there is another Difficulty in this Mat- 
ter, againſt which a Remedy doth not ſo rea- 
dily occur. For, ſuppoſing the Teſt-Act re- 
pealed, and the Diſſenters in Conſequence fully 
qualified for all ſecular Employments ; the 
Queſtion may ſtill be put, Whether thoſe of 
Treland will be often the Perſons on whom they 
ſhall be beſtowed ; becauſe it is imagined, there 
may be another Seminary in View, more nume- 
rous and more needy, as well as more meriting, and 
more eaſily contented with ſuch low Offices; 
which ſome nearer Neighbours hardly think it 
worth ſtirring from their Chimney-ſides to ob- 
tain. And, Iam told, it is the common Prac- 
tice of thoſe who are skilled in the Manage- 
ment of Bees ; that when they ſee a foreign 
Swarm, at ſome Diſtance, approaching with 
an Intention to plunder their Hives ; theſe Ar- 
tiſts have a Trick to divert them into ſome 
neighbouring Apiary, there to make what K 
| . „„ 
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vock they pleaſe. This I ſhould not have hint- 
ed, if I had not known it already to have got- 
ten Ground in many ſuſpecting Heads: For, it 
is the peculiar Talent of this Nation, to ſee 
Dangers afar off: To all which, I can only ſay, 
that our native Presbyterians muſt, by Pains and 
Induſtry, raiſe ſuch a Fund of Merit, as will 
anſwer to a Birth ſix Degrees more to the North. 
If they cannot arrive at this Perfection, as ſe- 
veral of the eſtabliſhed Church have compaſſed 
by indefatigable Pains ; I do not well ſee, how 
their Affairs will much mend by repealing the 
Teſt For, to be qualified by Law to accept an 
Employment ; and yet to be diſqualified in Fact, 
as it will much increaſe the Mortification, ſo 
it will withdraw the Pity of many among their 
Well-wiſhers ; and utterly deprive them of 
that Merit they have ſo long made, of being a 
loyal irue Proteſtant People, perſecuted only for 
Religion. 

Ir chis happen to be their Caſe, they muſt wait 
Maturity of Time; until they can by prudenr, 
gentle Steps, make their Faith become the Reli- 
gion Eſtabliſhed in the Nation; after which, I do 
not in the leaſt doubt, that they will take the moſt 
effectual Methods, to ſecure their Power againſt 
thoſe who muſt chen be Diſſenters in their Turn; 
whereof, if we may form a iuture Opinion from 
preſent Times, and the Diſpoſitions of Diſſenters, 
who love to make a 7horough Reformation ; the 
Number and Qualities will be very inconſiderable. 

Tarvs I have, with the utmoſt Sincerity, after 
long thinking, given my Judgment upon this ar- 
duous Affair; but with the utmoſt Deference, and 
Submiſſion to publick Wiſdom and Power. 
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Written in the Year 17 1 


HET HER Hatred and 
TE ==>» Violence between Parties in a 
@& State be not more inflamed by 
different Views of Intereſt, 

than by the greater or leſſer 
Differences between them, ei- 
ther in Religion or Government ? 

WHETHER It be any Part of the Queſtion at 
this Time, which of the two Religions is worſe, 
Popery, or Fanalaciſm, or not rather, which of 
the two, (having both the ſame good Will) is in 
the hopefulleſt Condition to ruin the Church? 

WHETHER the Sectaries, whenever they come 


to prevail, will not ruin ae Church as Infallibly 
and effectually as the Papiſts? 


SUERTES, 351 

WHETHER the prevailing Sectaries could allow 
Liberty of Conſcience to Diſſenters, without bely- 
ing all their former Practice, and almoſt all their 
former Writings? 

WanrnER many Hundred Thouſand Scotch 
Presbyterians, are not full as virulent againſt the 
Epiſcopal Church, as they are againſt the Papiſls ; 
or, as they would have us think, the Papijts are 
againſt them ? 

WHETHER the Dutch, who are moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed for allowing Liberty of Conſcience, do 


ever admit any Perſons, who profeſs a different 
Scheme of Worſhip from their own, into Civil 
Employments ; although they may be forced by 


the Nature of their Government, to receive mer- 


cenary Troops of all Religions? 
WHETHER the Diſſenters ever pretended, un- 


til of late Years, to deſire more than a bare To- 


leration. 


WHETHER, if it be true, what a ſorry Pam- 


hleteer aſſerts, who lately writ for repealing 
the Teſt, that the Diſſenters in this Kingdom are 
equally numerous with the Churchmen : It 
would not be a neceſſary Point of Prudence, by 
all proper and lawful Means to Prevent their fur- 
ther Increaſe ? 

Taz great Argument given by thoſe whom 
they call low Church- men, to juſtify the large To- 
lerations allowed to Diſſenters, hath been; that 
by ſuch Indulgences, the Rancour of thoſe Secta- 
ries would gradually wear off, many of them 
would come over to us, and their Parties in a little 
Time crumble to nothing. | 

Query. Is what the above Pamphleteer aſſerts, 
that the Sectaries, are in equal Numbers with 
men it doth not clearly follow, that thoſe 
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repeated Tolerations, have operated directly con- 
trary to what thoſe lo Church Politicians pretend- 


ed to foreſee and expect? 

WHETHER any Clergyman, however digni- 
fied or diſtinguiſhed, if he think his own Profeſ- 
fion moſt agreeable to Holy Scripture, and the 
Primitive Church, can really wiſh in his Heart, 
that all Sectaries ſhould be upon an equal Foot 
with the Churchmen, in the Point of Civil Power 
and Employments? 

WHETHER Epiſcopacy, which is held by the 
Church to be a Divine and Apoſtolick Inſtitution, 
be not, a fundamental Point of Religion, parti- 
cularly in that eſſential one of confer! ring Holy 
Orders? | 

WE TRHER, by neceſſary Conſequences, the 
ſeveral Expedients among the Sectaries to conſti- 
tute their Teachers, are not abſolutely null and 
void: ? 

WHETHER the Sectaries will ever agree to ac- 
cept Ordination only from Biſhops? 

WHETHER the Biſhop and Clergy will be 
content to give up Epiſcopacy, as a Point in- 
different, without which the Church can well 
ſubſiſt ? 

WHETHER that great Tenderneſs wards 
Sectaries, which now ſo much prevails, be 
Chiefly owing to the Fears of Popery, or to that 
Spirit of Atheiſm, Deiſm, Scepticiſm, and uni- 
verſal Immorality, which all good Men fo much 
lament * ? 

GranTinG Popery to have many more Er- 
rors in Religion than any one Branch of the 
Sectaries; let us examine the Actions of both, 
as they have each affected the Peace of theſe 
* with Allowance for the ſhort Time 
' which 
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which the Sectaries had to act in, who are in a 
Manner but of Yeſterday, The Papiſts in the 


Time of King Fames the IId, uſed all Endea- 


vours to eſtabliſh their Superſtition ; wherein 
they failed, by the united Power of Engliſh 
Church Proteſtants, with the Prince of Orange's 
Aſſiſtance. But, it cannot be aſſerted, that theſe 
bigotted Papiſts had the leaſt Deſign to depoſe or 
murther their King, much leſs to aboliſh kingly 
Government; nor was it their Intereſt or Inclina- 
tion to attempt either. 

Ox the other Side, the Puritans, who had 
almoſt from the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, been a perpetual Thorn in the Church's 
Side, joining with the Scotch Enthuſiaſts, in 
the Time of King Charles the Firſt, were the 
principal Cauſe of the 1r:þ Rebellion and Maſſa- 
cre, by diſtreſſing that Prince, and making it 
impoſſible for him to ſend over timely Suc- 
cours. And, after that pious Prince had ſatiſ- 
fied his Parliament in every ſingle Point to be 
complained of; the ſame Sectaries, by poyſon- 
ing the Minds and Affections of the People, 
with the moſt falſe and wicked Repreſentations 
of their King, were able in the Compaſs of a few 
Years to embroil the three Nations in a bloody 
Rebellion, at the Expence of many thouſand 
Lives; to turn the kingly Power into Anarchy; 
or murder their Prince in the Face of the World, 
and (in their own Style) to deſtroy the Church 
Root and Branch. 


Tre Account therefore hands thus. The 


Papiſts aimed at one pernicious Act, which was 
to deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion; ; wherein, 


19 God's Mercy, and the Aſſiſtance of our 5 
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354 PUERTES, bee. 
glorious King Milliam, they abſolutely failed. 
The Sectaries attempted the three moſt infernal 
Actions, that could poſſibly enter into the Hearts 
of Men, forſaken by God; which were the Mur— 
der of a moſt pious King, the Deſtruction of our 
Monarchy, and the Extirpation of the Church ; 
and ſucceeded in them all, 

Uron which, I put the following Queries, 
Whether any of thoſe Sectaries have ever yet in a 
ſolemn publick Manner, renounced any one of 
thoſe Principles upon which their Predeceſſors then 
acted? IF 

WHETHER, conſidering the cruel Perfect 
tions of the Epiſcopal Church, during the 
Courſe of that horrid Rebellion and the Conſe- 
quences of it, until the happy Reſtoration ; is it 
not manifeſt, that the perſecuting Spirit lyes ſo 
| equally div idea between the Papiſts and the Secta- 
ries, that a Feather would turn the Ballance on ei- 
ther Side? 
Ap, therefore, laſtly, Whether any Perſon 
of common Underſtanding, who profeſſeth him- 
ſelf a Member of the Church eftabliſhed, although, 

erhaps, with little inward Regard to any Reli- 
gion (which is too often the Caſe) if he loves the 
Peace and Welfare of his Country; can, after cool 
Thinking, ' rejoice to ſee a Power placed again in 
the Hands of fo reſtleſs, ſo ambitious, and ſo mer- | 
_ Cyleſs a Faction, to act over all the ſame Parts a 

ſecond time? 

WHETHER the Candor of that Expreſſion, 
ſo frequent of late in Sermons and Pamphlets, 
of the Strength and Number of the Papiſts in Ire- 
land, can be juſtified ? For, as to their Num- 
ber, however great, it is always magnified in 
PTE pr Fe Pro- 
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Proportion to the Zeal, or Politicks, of the 
Speaker and Writer; but it is a groſs Impoſi- 
tion upon common Reaſon, to terrify us with 
their Strength. For Popery, under the Cir- 
cumſtances it lies in this Kingdom; although 
it be offenſive, and inconvenient enough, from: 
the Conſequences it hath to encreaſe the Ra- 
pine, Sloth and Ignorance, as well as Poverty 
of the Natives; 1s not properly dangerous in 
that Senſe, as ſome would have us take it; be- 
cauſe it is univerſally hated by every Party of 
a different religious Profeſſion, It is the Con- 
tempt of the Wiſe : The beſt Topick for Cla- 
mours of deſigning Men: But the real Terror 
only of Fools. The landed Popiſh Intereſt in 
England, far exceeds that among us, even in 
Proportion to the Wealth and | Extent of each 
Kingdom. The little that remains here, is 
daily dropping into Proteſtant Hands, by Pur- 
_ chaſe or Deſcent; and that affected Complaint 
of counterfeit Converts, will fall with the 
Cauſe of it in half a Generation ; unleſs it be 
raiſed or kept alive, as a continual Fund of Me- 
rit and Eloquence. The Papiſts are wholly diſ- 
armed. They have neither Courage, Leaders, 
Money, or Inclinations to rebel. They want 
every Advantage which they formerly poſſeſſed, 
to follow that Trade; and wherein, even with 
thoſe Advantages, they always miſcarried. They 
appear very eaſy, and ſatisfied under that Conni- 
vance, which they enjoyed during the whole laft 
Reign, nor ever ſcrupled to reproach another Par- 


ty, under which they pretend to have ſuffered ſo. 
much Severity. 1 | 
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Upon theſe Conſiderations I muſt confeſs to 
have {uſpended much of my Pity towards the 
great Dreaders of Popery z many of whom ap- 
pear to be heal, ſtrong, active young Men; 
who, as I am cold, eat, drink, and ſleep hear- 
til. ; and are very chearful (as they have ex- 
ceeding good Realon) upon all other Subjects. 
However, I cannot too much commend the 
generous Concern, which our Neighbours and 
others, who come from the ſame Neighbour- 
hood, are ſo kind to expreſs for us upon this 
Account; although the former be further re- 
moved from the Danger of Popery, by twenty 
Leagues of Salt Water: But this, I fear, is a Di- 
greſſion. 

Wurx an artificial Report was raiſed here 
many Years ago, of an intended Invaſion by the 
Pretender, (which blew over after it .had done 
its Office) the Difſenters argued in their Talk, 
and in their Pamphlets, after this Manner, a 
plying themſelves to thoſe of the Church. Gen- 
tlemen, if the Pretender had landed, as the Law 
now ſtands, we. durſt not aſſiſt you; and there- 
fore, unleſs you take off the Teft, whenever 
you ſhall happen to be invaded in Earneſt, if 
we are defired to take up Arms in your De- 
fence, our ' Anſwer ſhall be, Pray Gentlemen 
fight your own Battles, we will lie by quietly ; 
conquer Your Enemy by your ſelves, if you 
can z we will not do your Drudgery. This 
way of Reaſoning I have heard from ſeveral of 
their Chiefs and Abettors, in an Hundred Con- 


yerſations; and have read it in twenty Pam- 


phlets : And, I am confident, it will be offered 


__ if the r ſhould fail to take off the 


391 


Uron 


Uron which Piece of Oratory and Reaſon- 

ing I form the following Query. Whether, in 
Caſe of an Invaſion from the Pretender. (which 
is not quite ſo probable as from the Grand Seig- 
niour) the Diſſenters can, with Prudence and Safe- 
ty, offer the ſame Plea ; except they ſhall have 
made a previous Stipulation with the Invaders? 
And, whether the full Freedom of their Reli- 
gion and Trade, their Lives, Properties, Wives 
and Children, are not, and have not always 
been reckoned ſufficient Motives for repelling 
Invaſions, eſpecially in our Sectaries, who call 
themſelves the frueſt Proteſtants, by Virtue of 
their pretended or real Fierceneſs againſt Po- 
pery ? 
WUIETRHER, omitting or neglecting to cele- 
brate the Day of the Martyrdom of the bleſſed 
King Charles the Firſt, enjoyned by Act of Par- 
liament, can be juſtly reckoned a particular and 
diſtinguiſhing Mark of good Affection to the 
preſent Government ? 1 

WHETHER in thoſe Churches where the ſaid 
Day is obſerved, it will fully anſwer the Intent 
of the ſaid Act; if the Preacher ſhall commend, 
excuſe, palliate, or extenuate the Murder of 
that Royal Martyr; and lay the Guilt of that 
horrid Rebellion, with all its Conſequences, 
the following Ulſurpations, the intire Deſtructi- 
on of the Church, the cruel and continual Per- 
ſecutions of thoſe who could be diſcovered to 
profeſs its Doctrines, with the enſuing Babel of 
Fanaticiſm; to the Account of that bleſſed 
King ; who, by granting the Petition of Right, 
and paſſing every Bill that could be asked for 
the Security of the Subject, had by the Con- 
feſſion even of thoſe Wicked Men, before the 


War 
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War began, left them nothing more to de- 
mand ? 

WHETHER ſuch a Preacher as I have named, 
(whereof there have been more than one, not 
many Years paſt, even in the Preſence of Vice- 
roys) who takes that Courſe as a Means for 
Promotion, may not be thought to ſtep a little 
out of the common Road, in a Monarchy 
where the Deſcendants of that moſt bleſſed 
Martyr have reigned to this Day ? | 

I Ground the Reaſon of making theſe Que- 


ries, on the Title of the Act; to which I refer 
the Reader. 
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HONOURABLE 


Houſe of Commons, Sc. 


The humble PETITION of the Foot- 


men in and about the City of DUBLIN. 


* 


Written in the Year 1732. 


HoumMsry SHEWETH, 


HA T your Petitioners are a great 
and numerous Society, endowed 
with ſeveral Privileges Time 
out of Mind. | 

THAT certain lewd, idle, and 
diforderly Perſons, for ſeveral 


onths paſt, as it is notoriouſly known, have 


been daily ſeen in the publick Walks of this City, 
habited ſometimes in Green-Coats, and e 
: | lace 9 
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laced, with long Oaken Cudgels in their Hands, 
and without Swor is 3 in hopes to procure Fa- 
vour, by that Advantage, with a great Number 
of Ladies who-frequent thoſe Walks; pretending 
and giving themſelves out to be true genuine 
Iriſh Footmen, Whereas, they can be proved to 
be no better than common Toupees ; as a Judicl- 
ous Eye may ſoon diſcover, by their aukward, 
elumſy, ungenice! Gait, and Behaviour; by their 
Unskilfulneſs in Dreſs, even with the Advantage 
of our Habits ; by their ill-fayvoured Countenances ; 
with an Air of Inpudence and Dulneſs peculiar to 
the reſt of their Brethren ; who have not yet ar- 
rived at that tranſcendant Pitch of Aſſurance. Al- 
though it may be juſtly apprehended, that they 
will do ſo in time, it theſe Counterfeit) ſhall hap- 
pen to ſucceed in their evil Deſign of paſſing 
for real Footmen, thereby to render themſelves 
more amiable to the Ladies. 

Your Petitioners do further alledge ; that 
many of the ſaid Counterfeits, upon a ſtrict Exa- 
mination, have been found in the very Act of 
fruiting, ftaring, ſwearing, ſwaggering, in a _ 
ner that plainly ſhewed their beſt Endeavours 
to imitate us. Wherein, although they did not 
ſucceed 3 yet by their ignorant and ungainly 
Way of copying our Graces, the utmott In- 
dignity was endeavoured to be caſt upqn our 
whole Profeſſion. 5 

Your Petitioners do therefore make it their 
humble Requeſt, that this Honourable Houſe (to 
many of whom your Petitioners. are nearly al- 
lied) will pleaſe to take this Grieyance into 
your molt ſerious Conſideration: Humbly 
ſubmitting, whether it would not be proper, 
that certain Officers might, at the ” 

-harge, 
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Charge, be employed to ſearch for, and diſco- 


ver all ſuch Counterfeit Footmen, and carry them 


before the next Juſtice of the Peace; by whoſe 
Warrant, upon the firſt Conviction, they ſhould 
be ſtripped of their Coats and Oaken Ornaments, 
and be ſet two Hours in the Stocks. Upon the 
ſecond Conviction, beſides ſtripping, be ſet ſix 
Hours in the. Stocks, with a Paper pinned on 
their Breaſt, ſignifying their Crime, in large 

Capital Letters, and in the following Words. 
A. B. commonly called A. B. Eſq; a Toupee, and 
notorious Impoſtor, who preſumed to perſonate a 
true Iriſh Footman. 

Ap for any further Offence, the ſaid Toupee 
ſhall be committed to Bridewell, whipped three 


Times, forced to hard Labour for a Month, 


and not to be ſet at Liberty, till he ſhall have 
given ſufficient Security for his good Behavi- 
our. . 3 

You R Honours will pleaſe to obſerve, 
with what Lenity we propoſe to treat theſe 
enormous Offenders, who have already brought 
ſuch a Scandal on our Honourable Calling, that 
ſeveral well-meaning People have miſtaken them 
to be of our Fraternity z in Diminution to that 


Credit and Dignity wherewith we have ſupport- 


ed our Station, as we always did, in the worſf 
of Times. And we further beg Leave to remark, 
that this was manifeſtly done with a ſeditious De- 
ſign to render us leſs capable of ſerving the 
Public in any great Employments, as ſeveral 


of our Fraternity as well as our Anceſtors have 
done. 6 
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W do therefore humbly implore your Ho- 
naurs, to give neceſſary Orders for Relief in this 
preſent Exigency, and your Pelilioners (as in Du- 


| ty bound) ſhall evtr pray, &c. 


Dublin, 
22. 


N.B. Hes the Time that this Speech was writ- 
| ten, the Town was much peſtered with Street- 
Robbers ; who, in a barbarous Manner would 


ſeize on Gentlemen, and take them into remote 


Corners, and after they had robbed them, would 
leave them bound and gagged. It is remarkable, 
that this Speech bad ſo good an Effect, that there 


bave been very few Robberies of that kind com- 
mitted . iuce. 


— 


THE LAST 


AND 
DYING WORDS 
OF 


Ebenezor Elliſon, who was Executed the 
Second Day of May, 1722. 


— 


Publiſbed at his Deſire, for the Common Good, 


_- 


AM now going to ſuffer the re ju Pu- 
RS | niſhment for my Crimes, preſcrib- 
ed by the Law of God and my 
Rel Country. I know it is the con- 
we DET, Y ftant Cuſtom, that thoſe who come 
to this Place ſhould have Speeches made for them 5 

an 
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- cried about in their own Hearing, as they are 
carried to Execution ; and truly they are ſuch 
Speeches, that although our Fraternity be an 
ignorant and illiterate People, they would make 
a Man aſhamed to have ſuch Nonſenſe and. falſe 
Engliſh charged upon him even when he is go- 
ing to the Gallows : They contain a pretended 
Account of our Birth and Family ; of the Fact 
for which we are to die; of our ſincere Repen- 
tance z and a Declaration of our Religion. I 
cannot expect to avoid the ſame Treatment 
with my Predeceſſors. However, having had 
an Education one or two Degrees better than 
thoſe of my Rank and Profeſſion : I have been 
conſidering, ever ſince my Commitment, what 
might be proper _ me to deliver upon this Oc- 
cafion. 

Ap Firſt, I cannot ſay from the Bottom of 
my Heart, chat I am truly ſorry for the Of- 
fence I have given to God and the World; 
but I am very much ſo, for the bad Succeſs of 
my Villainies, in bringing me to this untimely 
End. For, it is plainly evident, that after ha- 
ving ſometime ago obtained a Pardon from the 


Crown, I again took up my old Trade; my 


evil Habits were ſo rooted in me, and 1 was 
grown ſo unfit for any other kind of Employ- 
ment. And therefore, although in Compliance 
with my Friends, I reſolve to go to the Gal- 
lows after the uſual Manner, Kneeling with a 
Book in my Hand, and my Eyes lift up; yet 
I ſhall feel no more Devotion in my Heart, 
than I have obſerved in ſome of my Comrades, 
who have been drunk among common Whores 
the very Night before their Execution. I can 
* farther from my own Knowledge, that two 


of my Fraternity, after they had been —_— 
: | an 
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and wonderfully came to Life, and made their 
Eſcapes, as it ſometimes happens, proved af- 
terwards the wickedeſt Rogues I ever knew, 
and ſo continued until they were hanged again 
for good and all; and yet, they had the Impu- 
dence at both Times they went to the Gallows, 
to ſmite their Breaſts, and lift up their Eyes to 


Heaven all the Way. - 


SEconDLY, From the Knowledge I have of 
my own wicked Diſpoſitions and that of my 
Comrades, I give it as my Opinion, that no- 
thing can be more unfortunate to the Publick, 
than the Mercy of the Government in ever par- 
doning or tranſporting us; unleſs when we be- 
tray one another, as we never fail to do, if we 
are ſure to be well paid; and then a Pardon 
may do good; by the ſame Rule, That it is bet- 
ter to have but one Fox in a Farm, than three or 


four. But we generally make a Shift to return 
after being tranſported, and are ten times greater 


Rogues than before, and much more cunning. 
Beſides, I know it by Experience, that ſome 
Hopes we have of finding Mercy, when we are 
tryed, or after we are condemned, is always a 
great Encouragement to us. 

TriRDLY, Nothing is more dangerous to 
idle young Fe!lows, than the Company of thoſe 
odious common Whores we frequent, and of 
which this Town is full. Theſe Wretches put 
us upon all Miſchief to feed their Luſts and 
Extravagancies : They are ten times more bloody 
and cruel] than Men; their Advice is always 
not to ſpare if we are purſued ; they get drunk 
with us, and are common to us all; and yet, 
if they can get any thing by it, are ſure to be our 
Betrayers. | 


Vor. IV. | B b Now, 
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Now, as I am a dying Man, ſomething I 
have done which may be of good Ule to the 
Publick. I have left with an honeſt Man (and 
indeed the only honeſt Man I was ever ac- 
quainted- with) the Names of all my wicked 
Brethren, the preſent Places of their Abode, 
with a ſhort Account of the chief Crimes they 
have committed; in many of which I have 
been their Accomplice, and heard the reſt from 
their own Mouths : I have likewiſe ſet down 
the Names of thoſe we call our Setters, of the 
wicked Houſes we frequent, and of thoſe who 
receive and buy our ſtolen Goods. I have ſo- 
lemnly charged this honeſt Man, and have re- 
ceived his Promiſe upon Oath, that whenever 
he hears of any Rogue to be tryed for Rob- 
bing, or\Houſe-breaking, he will look into his 
Litt, and If he finds the Name there of the 
Thief concerned, to ſend the whole Paper to the 
Government.\ Of this I here give my Compani- 
ons fair and publick Warning, and hope they will 
take it. 

In che Paper above-mentioned, which I left 
with my Friend, I have alſo ſet down the 
Names of ſeveral Gentlemen who have been 
robbed in Dublin Streets for three Years paſt : 
J have told the Citcumſtances of thoſe Robbe- 
ries ; and ſhewn plainly, that nothing but the 
Want of common Courage was the Cauſe of 
their Misfortunes. I have therefore defired my 
Friend, that whenever any Gentleman happens 
to be robbed in the Streets, he will get that 
Relation printed and publiſhed with the firſt Let- 
ters of thoſe Gentlemens Names, who by their 
own Want of Bravery are likely to be the Cauſe 
of all the Miſchiet of that Kind which may hap- 
pen for the future. 


I can- 
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I cannot leave the World without a ſhort 
Deſcription of that Kind of- Life, which | have 
led for ſome Years paſt 3 and is exactly the tame 
with the reſt of our wicked Brethren, 

ALTHOUGH we are generally ſo corrupted 
from our Childhood, as to have no Senſe of 
Goodneſs ; yet ſomething heavy always hangs 
about us, I know not what it is, that we are 
never eaſy till we are half drunk among our 
Whores and Companions ;, nor ſleep ſound, un- 
leſs we drink longer than we can ſtand. If we 
go abroad in the "Day, a wiſe Man would eaſi- 
ly find us to be Rogues by our Faces ; we have 
ſuch a ſuſpicious, fearful, and conſtrained 
Countenance ; often turning back, and flink- 
ing through narrow Lanes and Alleys. I have 
never failed of knowing a Brother Thief by his 
Looks, although I never ſaw him before. Eve- 
ry Man among us keeps his particular Whore, 
who 1s, however, common to us all, when we 
have a Mind to change. When we have got a 
Booty, if it be in Money, we divide it equal- 
ly among our Compantons, and ſoon ſquander- 
it away on our Vices in thoſe Houſes that re- 
ceive us; for the Maſter and Miſtreſs, and the 

very Tapſter, go Snacks; and beſides make us 
pay treble Reckonings. If our Plunder be 
Plate, Watches, Rings, Snuff-Boxes, and the 
like; we have Cuſtomers in all Quarters of the 
Town to take them off. I have ſeen a Tan- 
kard worth 15 Pounds fold to a Fellow in: 
Street for twenty Shillings; and a Gold Watch 
for thirty. I have ſet down his Name, and 
that of ſeveral others in the Paper already men- 
tioned, We have Setters watching in Corners, 
and by dead Walls, to give us Notice when a 
Gentleman goes by: eſpecially, i he Bl \ 
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thing in Drink. I believe in my Conſcience, 
that if an- Account were made of a Thouſand 
Pounds in ſtolen Goods; conſidering the low 
Rates we fell them at, the Bribes we muſt 
give for Concealment, the Extortions of Ale- 
houſe Reckonings, and other neceſſary Char- 
ges, there would not remain Fifty Pounds clear 
to be divided among the Robbers. And, out 
of this, we muſt find Cloaths for our Whores, 
beſides treating them from Morning to Night; 
who, in Requital reward us with nothing but 
Treachery and the Pox. For, when eur Mo- 
ney is gone, they are every Moment threatning 
to inform againſt us, if we will not go out to 
look for more. If any Thing in this World be 
like Hell, as I have heard it deſcribed by our 
Clergy ; the trueſt Picture of it muſt be in the 
Back-room of one of our Ale-houſes at Mid- 
night ; where a Crew of Robbers and their 
Whores are met together after a Booty, and are 
beginning to grow drunk; from which Time, 
until they are paſt their Senſes, is ſuch a conti- 
nued horrible Noiſe of Curſing, Blaſphemy, 
Lewdneſs, Scurrility, and Brutiſh Behaviour; 
ſuch Roaring and Confuſion, ſuch a Clatter of 
Muggs and Pots at each others Heads ; that Bed- 
lam, in Compariſon, is a ſober and orderly 
Place: At laſt they all tumble from their Stools 
and Benches, and fleep away the reſt of the 
Night; and generally the Landlord or his Wife, 
or ſome other Whore who has a ſtronger Head 
than the reſt, picks their Pockets before they 
wake. The Misfortune is, that we can never 
be eaſy till we are drunk; and our Drunken- 


neſs conſtantly expoſeth us to be more eaſily 
| betrayed and taken, aa! 


THIS 
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Tunis is a ſhort Picture of the Life I have led 
which is more miſerable than that of the pooreſt 
Labourer who works for four Pence a Day; and 
yet, Cuſtom is ſo ſtrong, that I am confident, if I 
could make my Eſcape at the Foot of the Gallows, 
I!ſhould be following the fame Courſe this very E- 
vening. So, that upon the whole, we ooh to 
be looked upon as the common Enemies of Man- 
kind; whoſe Intereſt it is to root us out like 
Wolves, and other miſchievous Vermin, againſt 
which no fair Play is required. 

Ir I have done Service to Men in what I have 
ſaid, I ſhall hope 1 have done Service to GOD; 
and that will be better than a ſilly Speech made for 
me, full of Whining and Canting, which J utterly 
deſpiſe, and have never been uſed to; yet ſuch a 
one I expect to have my Ears tormented with, as 
I am paſling along the Streets. 

Goop People fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave 
many worſe behind me. I hope you ſhall lee me 
die like a Man, the Death of a Dog... 


2 E. 


To the REVEREND 


Doctor SWIFT, D. S. P. D. 


With a Preſent of a Paper-Book, finely 
Bound, on his Birth-Day, Nov. 30, 1732. 


oy the — Hon. „ Earl A On RERY. 


PQ thee, dear F — theſe ſpotleſs 
x7 Leaves I ſend ; 
8 © fs Small is the Preſent, but ſincere the 
| 37% Friend. 
SD DF 8 Think not ſo poor a Book below thy 
Care, 
Who knows the Price that thou can'ſt make it bear? 
Tho' tawdry now, and like Tyrilla's Face, 
The ſpecious Front ſhines out with borrow'd 
Grace: 
Tho! Paſte- boards g! litt'ring like a meals Coat, 
A Raja Tabula within denote : : 
Yet if a venal and corrupted Age, 
And modern Vices, ſhou*d provoke thy Rage; 
If warn'd once more by their impending Fate, 
A ſinking Country, and an injur'd State, 
Thy great Aſſiſtance ſhou'd again demand, 

And call forth Reaſon to defend the Land ; 


Then 


„ 

Then ſhall we view theſe Sheets with glad 
Surprize, _ | 

Inſpir'd with Thought, and ſpeaking to our Eyes: 
Each vacant Space ſhall then, enrich'd, diſpenſe 
True Force of Eloquence, and nervous Senſe ; 
Inform the Judgment, animate the Heart, 
And ſacred Rules of Policy impart. 
The ſpangled Cov'ring, bright with ſplendid Ore, 
Shall cheat the Sight with empty Show no more; 
But lead us inward. to thoſe golden Mines, 
Where all thy Soul in native Luſtre ſhines. 
So, when the Eye ſurveys ſome lovely Fair, 
With Bloom of Beauty grac'd, with Shape and Air, 
How is the Rapture heighten'd, when we find 
Her Form excelPd by her Celeſtial Mind. 


Verſes left with a Silver Standiſh, ah the Dean 
of St. Patrick's Desk, on his Birth-Day. 
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By the Reverend Dr. DELANY. 


ITHER from Mexico I came, 
To ſerve a proud {ernan Dame, 
Was long ſubmitted to her Will, 
At length ſhe loſt me at Quadrille. 
Thro? various Shapes I often paſs'd, 
Still hoping to have Reſt at laſt; 
And ſtill ambitious to obtain 
Admittance to the Patriot Dean. 
And ſometimes got within his Door, 
* But ſoon turn'd out to ſerve the Poor: 4 
ot 


— 


= Alluding to 5001. a Tear lent by the Dean, with out Inte 
reſt, to poor Tradeſmen. | 


a 
8; 
* 


( 


1 Not « firoling Idleneſs to aid, 
Bat honeſt Induſtry, decay'd. 


At length an Artiſt purchas'd me, 
And wrought me to the Shape you ſee. 
Tus done, to Hermes N apply'd: 
O Hermes, gratify my Pride; 
Be it my Fate to ſerve a Sage, 
The greateſt Genius of his Age: 
c That matchleſs Pen let me ſupply, 
Mhoſe living Lines will never die. 

I 6R AnT your Suit, the God reply'd, 
And here he left me to reſide. 


Verſes writ by Dr. f ERA 


PAPER Book is ſent by Boyle, 

Too neatly gilt for me to ſoil. 

' Delany ſends a Silver Standiſh, 

When I no more a Pen can brandiſh. 
Let both around my Tomb be plac'd, 
As Trophies of a Muſe deceas'd : 
And let the friendly Lines they writ 
In Praiſe of long departed Wit, 

Be grav'd on either Side in Columns, 
More to my Praiſe than all my Volumes ; 
To burſt with Envy, Spite, and Rage, 
The Vandals of the preſent Age: 


F. HE 
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